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[No.  1.] 

tlcport  of  Ihe  State  Geologist  in  relation  to  the  inrl-* 
proTement  of  State  Salt  Springs. 

Oppicb  6p  State  Geologist,  / 
DetroH,  January  Ist^  1839.     ] 

To  the  Honorable  Legislature  of  Michigan : 

in  compliance  with  your  instructions  contained  in  the  act  ap^. 
proved  March  24,  1838,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  improvement  of 
the  state  salt  springs,**  the  undersigned  respectfully  submits  th^ 
following  report. 

Immediately  after  the  pai^sage  of  thfe  act,  iri  order  to  aivail 
ifiyself  of  the  most  recent  improvements  upon  the  method  of  con- 
ducting this  important  work,  as  well  as  with  a  vieW  16  adopt  such 
a  course  as  would  l&ad,  in  ihe  mo^t  economical  marlnef,  to  thd 
Results  desired,  I  visited  the  principal  sail  wells  of  Ohio,  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  and  although  I  had  carefully  examined  m&n)r 
of  them  before,  the  numerous  improvements  which  have  beeil 
made,  more  particularly  at  Kanawha,  in  Virginia,  rendered  th^ 
examination,  in  a  high  deg^e,  interesting  and  profitable.  Another' 
object  which  influenced  me  in  these  examinations  was  the  desire 
of  comparing  carefully,^while  the  S4j)ject  was  stiH  fresh  in  m^ 
mind,  the  precise  condition  of  our  own  springs,  with  thg^  siitii* 
larly  situated  in  the  neighboring  states. 

The  close  analogy  in  situation,  existing  between  the  springs  ini 
the  states  enumerated  and  those  in  our  own  ^tato,  as  set  forth  in 
a  former  report,  will  be  borne  in  mind,  tofl^thcr  with  the  nects- 
sity  for  adopting  a  similar  methifcd,of  improvqjnent  Th^  Vlt 
springs  of  New  York,  it  was  there  stated,  are  so  very  differently' 
situated,  that  a  satisfactory  comparison  with  them  can  scarcely 
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be  instituted  at  this  time,  and  any  attempt  to  improve  the  watef 
of  our  own  springs  upon  the  plan  there  pursued,  would,  most  as- 
suredly, prove  valueless;  but  when  water  of  suflickjnt  strength 
and  purity,  and  in  sufficient  quantity,  has  been  obtained,  the  policy 
of  management  adupled  by  the  state  of  New  York  may  readily 
be  applied  to  our  own  state,  and  will  undoubtedly  be  preferable 
to  any  other  which  could  be  devised. 

The  brine  springs  of  our  stale,  like  those  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania 
and  Virginia,  emanate  from  a  rock  which  lies  deep,  being  covered 
with  a  mass  of  rock  and  earthy  matter,  which,  (in  order  to  pro- 
cure salt  water  that  can  be  economically  used,)  it  is*  necessary  to 
penetrate.  In  this  respect  they  differ  most  essentially  from  those 
of  New  York,  for  in  that  state  a  simple  earth  excavation  has 
proved  amply  sufficient  to  ensure  an  abundant  supply  of  water 
of  a  superior  quality.  In  the  other  states  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  spring  has  furnished  water 
in  quantity  or  strength  sufficient  for  economical  purposes,  by  a 
simple  earth  excavation,  nor  has  the  water  been  ver\  materially 
improved  by  any  work  of  that  kind. 

In  those  portions  of  the  states  last  mentioned,  where  the  geo- 
logical arrangement  of  the  nxjks  is  such  as  to  admit  of  obtaining 
salt  water,  the  salt  rock  lies  at  a  considerable  depth,  and  is  over- 
layed  by  strata  of  sandstone,  limestone,  slate,  &c.,  and  through 
fissures  in  these  overlaying  rocks  the  salt  water,  much  diluted  by 
the  influx  of  fresh  water,  originally  rose  to  the  surface.  In  order 
to  procure  water  of  sufficient  strength  and  purity,  it  has  been 
.found  indispensable  to  penetrate  the  overlaying  rocks,  as  well  as 
a  portion  of  the  rock  from  which  the  salt  water  flov^s.  The 
depth  to  which  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  sink,  varies  from 
three  hundred  and  fifty  to  one  thousand  feet,  the  deep  borings  for 
•  the  most  part,  furnishing  water  of  a  strength  superior  to  the  more 
superficial  ones.  This  variation  in  the  depth  to  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  carry  the  borings,  depends,  chiefly,  upon  the  inclination  of 
the  salt  rock,  and  by  keeping  in  view  the  general  inclination  of 
that  rock,  togelher^with  the  elevation  of  the  country,  can  be  deter- 
mined with  nearly  as  much  certainty  before  operations  have  been 
commenced,  as  after  they  have  been  complected. 

Tlie  appearance  of  a'salt  spring  at  the  surface,  is,  of  itself,  very 
far  from  being  evidence  of  ihe  existence  of  water  of  value  in  the 
rocjt  below ;  it  is  only  a  siifgle  link  in  the  chain  of  facts,  for  in 
very  many  instances  water  of  considerable  strength  ar)pears  at 
the  surface  where  no  permanent  supply  of  sufficient  strength  and 
purity  to  be  of  any  practical  value  qpuld  be  obtained  by  the  most 
complete  borings,  mi3  some  of  the  most  valuable  springs  have 
bee*  brought  to  light*  by  improvements,  where,  originally,  no  salt 
water*appeared  Jpon  the  swface.  A  complete  elucidation  of  this 
subject  does  not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of  the  present 
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report,  and  allusion  is  made  to  the  facts  as  they  exist,  simply  with 
a  view  of  reodeiing  the  character  of  the  improvements  proposed 
more  intelligible  than  they  would  otherwise  be. 

Having  called  your  attention  to  the  close  si»)ilarity  which  ex- 
ists between  tlie  salines  of  our  own  and  the  states  last  mentioned, 
you  will  be  prepared  to  appreciate  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
similar  method  oi  improvement.  Your  attention  is  more  particu- 
larly called  to  this  subject  from  the  fact  that  n)an}  of  our  citizens 
having  been  familiar  with  the  condition  of  the  salt  springs  of  New 
York,  and  erroneously  looking  upon  our  own  as  similarly  situated, 
are  unprepared  to  realize  the  diiierent  character  of  improvements 
required.  At  the  Onondaga  springs  a  simple  shaft  has  been  found 
suliicient  to  furnish  an  ample  supply  of  water  highly  dialled 
with  saline  matter;  but  improvements  of  this  character,  simply, 
would  be  of  no  value  at  any  of  the  springs  I  have  examined  in 
Micnigan,  and  I  can  safely  say  that  po  point  will  ever  be  found  in 
this  stuic,  where  improvements  of  that  character  will,  alone,  lead 
to  any  practical  results. 

In  commencing  the  improvements  directed,  it  was  deemed  de- 
sirable to  select  two  points  tor  operations,  where,  all  circumstances 
combined,  rendered  it  most  certain  they  would  lead  to  a  successful 
termination.  Two  places  were  selected  rather  than  one,  from  the 
slightly  diOerent  circumstances  under  which  the  salt  springs  occur; 
a  difference  which  would  still  leave  the  subject  in  doubt  should 
the  experiment  result  unfavorably  at  a  single  point.  Asa  matter 
of  economy,  it  was  considered  desirable  to  pursue  both  these 
works  at  the  same  time,  from  the  fact  that  the  two  improvements 
can  be  proportionably  much  more  economically  conducted  in 
concert  than  either  of  them  alone.  Feeling  the  importance  of 
settling  the  question  fairly,  these  points  were  selected  with  much 
care,  and  it  is  believed  they  are  quite  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any 
which  could  have  been  chosen  in  the  state.  The  principal  facts 
connected  with  this  subject  were  laid  before  you  in  a  former  re- 
porl,  from  which  you  will  be  enabled  to  draw  coi  lusions  as  to 
the  probability  of  eventual  success,-  but  since  the  date  of  that  re- 
port, many  Tacts  have  been  elicited  which  would  serve  to  increase 
our  confidence  on  that  subject.  The  water  of  these  springs  is 
quite  equal  in  strength  and  purity  to  that  of  any  of  the  springs  of 
the  western  states  before  noticed,  as  they  originally  existed ;  the 
geological  situation  of  the  country  is  such  as  to  lead  to  favorable 
conclusions,  and  should  there  be  a  fiiilure  of  eventual  soccess,  it 
may  salely  be  said  it  will  depend  upon  causes  which  could  not 
possibly  have  been  calculated. 

The  state  salt  lands  on  rfio  Tittabawassa  river,  in  Midland 
county,  are  peculiarly  fr'igibly  situated,  being  a  few  miles  below 
the  head  of  navigation  of  that  stream,  and  embracing  the  mouth 
of  Salt  river.     A  re-examination  of  this  saline  district,  shov    ' 
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it  to  be  more  extensive  than  had  been  supposed,  and  it  was  in 
consequence  of  this,  in  connexion  with  the  strength  and  purity 
of  its  numerous  springs,  deemed  a  strong  point  for  commencing 
pperatiuns. 

The  time  occupied  in  making  these  preliminary  examinations 
prevented  the  commencement  of  active  operations  at  the  point 
selected  until  near  the  middle  of  June ;  and  seperated  as  it  is  from 
settlements,  it  beoame  necessary,  first,  to  make  arrangements  fi)r 
rendering  those  comfortable  who  should  be  engaged  in  the  work. 
A  house  was  first  erected  and  sufficient  ground  Gieare<^  from  tirn* 
ber  to  prevent  annoyance  from  mosquitoes,  since  which  a  shaft 
has  been  commenced  at  a  point  about  half  a  mile  be!ew  the  mouth 
of  Salt  riycr  on  the  direct  bank  of  the  Tittabawassee  river.  Much 
difficulty  was  at  first  encountered  in  sinking  the  shaft,  from  the 
presence  of  quicksand,  but  this  was  at  length  surmounted,  since 
which  the  work  has  progressed  with  as  much  rapidity  as  coi)l() 
have  been  anticipated. 

As  this  shaft  is  commenced  directly  upon  the  bank  of  the  river, 
it  was  deemed  advisable,  in  order  to  secure  the  works  more  per* 
fectly,  as  well  as  for  other  purposes,  to  erect  a  wharf,  which  was 
accordingly  done.  It  is  proposed  to  sink  this  shaft,  already  com- 
menced, to  the  rock,  which  may  be  estimated  to  lie  at  a  depth  of 
something  over  one  hundred  feet,  and  to  secure  it  carefiilly  from 
the  influx  of  fresh  water.  Having  accomplished  this,  the  salt 
rock,  which  will  probably  be  found,  at  this  point,  to  lie  at  a  depth 
of  between  five  and  seven  hundred  feet,  will  be  reached  in  the 
usual  manner,  and  until  this  be  fully  accomplished,  we  cannot 
hope  to  arrive  at  any  satisfactory  conclusion  upon  the  subject. 

During  a  portion  of  the  months  of  August,  September  and  Oc- 
tober, this  work  was  partially  suspended,  in  consequence  of  the 
eickness  of  those  employed  in  carrying  it  forward. 

Circumstances  connected  with  my  other  statp  duties  prevented 
a  re-examiuation  of  the  state  salines  on  Grand  river  until  about 
the  middle  of  July,  soon  after  which  operations  were  commenced 
at  the  point  selected,  three  miles  below  the  village  of  Grand  Ra- 
pids and  upon  the  direct  bank  of  the  river : — But  in  consequence 
of  the  excessive  heat  of  the  season  and  the  exposed  condition  of 
the  men  employed,  nearly  all  those  engaged  upon  the  work 
became  unfit  for  duty  by  sickness,  and  more  than  tvvo  months 
elapsed  before  I  was  onaWed  to  renew  the  work  successfully,  al- 
though other  hands  had  been  employed  and  sent  on  in  the  mean 
time.     They  also  became  unfit  for  duty  from  a  similar  cause. 

A  neat  and  commodious  housb  has  been  erected  at  this  place, 
a  portion  of  the  timber  for  a  dock,  to  secure  the  works,  prepared, 
and  I  have  men  now  busily  engaged  in  clearing  grounds  and 
taking  all  the  necessary  preliminary  steps  for  commencing  a  shaft. 
A  steam  engine  has  been  procured  and  some  of  the  machinery 
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prepared  for  commencin;^  work  upon  the  shaft,  and  this  work 
would  have  been  already  commenced  had  the  condition  of  the 
appropriation  warranted  such  a  step.  The  distance  to  the  rock 
being,  at  this  point,  comparatively  short,  the  expense  of  sinking 
the  shaft  will  not  be  great,  but  the  amount  of  rock  boring  re- 
quired will  not  vary  very  much  from  that  at  the  Tittabawassa 
salines.  I  should  also  add  that  a  conditional  contract  has  been 
made  with  a  man  of  great  praciical  experience  in  rock  boring,  at 
the  Kanawha  salines,  in  Virginia,  to  take  charge  of  that  portion 
of  the  work  in  this  state,  and  had  the  appropriation  been  sufficient 
he  would  have  comnienced  work  before  this  time. 

In  regarl  to  the  imporancc  of  this  point  for  the  commencement 
of  these  improvements,  it  will  probably  be  sufficient  to  refer  you 
to  my  report  of  last  ycat ,  on  this  subject,  barely  adding  that  the 
examinations  of  this  year  have  added  confidence  to  my  hopes  of 
success,  if  the  operations  be  continued  to  a  final  result. 

Other  points  might  have  been  selected  where  little  doubt  can 
be  entertained  but  salt  water  could  be  procured,  and  where  ope- 
rations could  be  conducted  at  a  less  exf)ense,  but  at  this  stage  it 
lyas  deemed  of  the  utmost  importance  to  select  such  springs  only 
as  bid  most  fair,  and  such  as  would,  in  the  event  of  a  failure  to 
realize  our  expectations,  render  it  forever  unnecessary  to  make 
further  attempts.  Should  the  works  already  commenced  prove 
of  value,  it  will,  no  doubt,  be  found  for  the  interest  of  the  state  to 
make  similar  improvements  at  other  points,  but,  for  the  present, 
those  commenced  are  amf)ly  sufficient. 

It  would  hardly  have  been  expected,  from  the  small  amount 
appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  our  springs,  that  very  much, 
except  to  take  the  preparatory  steps,  could  have  been  accom- 
plished, yet  under  ordinary  circumstances  no  more  than  this 
amount  would  have  been  required-  The  sickness  of  the  past  sea- 
son has  been  such  as  to  embarrass  our  operations  very  much,  and 
this  embarrassment  was  increased  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty 
of  supplying  with  fresh  hands,  the  places  of  those  who  became 
unfit  for  duly  in  consequence  of  sickness.  Compelled  to  live, 
for  a  time,  until  buildings  could  be  erected,  more  exposed  than 
usual,  much  annoyed  by  mosquitoes,  in  connexif^n  With  the  ex- 
tremely hot  weather,  the  men  employed  sickened  and  were  nearly 
ail,  for  a  length  of  lime,  unfitted  for  labor.  Their  places  were 
supplied  wiih  fresh  hands  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit, 
and  the  woi-k  pressed  forward  with  all  possible  despatch. 

There  has  been  expended  at  the  works  on  Grand  river,  includ- 
ing the  expense  of  creeling  a  house  and  the  purchase  of  a  steam 
engine,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
dollars,  fifty-two  cents ;  and  at  the  works  on  the  Tittabawassa 
river  the  sum  of  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars, 
sixty-seven  cents,  amounting  in  total  to  three  thousand  eight  tiun- 
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dred  and  eighty-six  dollars,  nineteen  cents,  a  schedule  of  which 
disbursements,  with  the  proper  vouchers,  will  be  duly  laid  befora 
you. 

It  will  be  seen  by  this  statement  that  the  expenditures  have 
exceeded  the  appropriation  in  the  sum  of  $886  19.  1  had  pro* 
ceeded  with  the  utmost  precaution  in  order  to  avoid  a  result  of 
this  kind,  but  the  increased  expenses  incident  upon  supplying  the 
places  of  those  workmen  rendered  unfit  for  duly  in  consequence  of 
sickness,as  well  as  unlooked  fur  difficulties  and  expenses  connected 
with  the  transportation  of  provisions,  &c.  rendered  it  impossible 
to  make  accurate  estimates,  for  which  reason,  after  the  principal 
expenses  had  been  incurred,  I  was  under  the  piiinful  necessity, 
either  of  leaving  the  work,  at  a  season  of  the  year  most  favorable 
to  conduct  the  operations,  or  to  exceed  the  amount  appropriated 
for  that  purpose.  Had  a  different  course  been  pursued,  the  state 
would  have  been  subjected  to  great  loss  and  delay  in  the  pro- 
gress of  the  works,  which  has  thus  far  been  avoided,  and  not- 
withstanding the  condition  of  the  funds,  I  am  still  continuing  the 
work,  though  in  a  manner  which  will  render  the  expenses  incon- 
siderable. 

The  commencement  of  a  work  of  the  character  of  that  under 
consideration,  necessarily  involves  the  expenditure  of  an  amount, 
for  the  erection  of  houses  and  work  shops,  for  clearing  grounds, 
for  machinery,  for  implements,  &c.  which  must  render  the  first 
expenses  much  greater  than  those  which  will  follow.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  limited  amount  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  only 
a  portion  of  this  has  been  accomplished,  and  the  sum  which  will 
be  required  for  a  successful  continuance  of  the  work  will,  therefore, 
be  considerably  larger  than  would  otherwise  be  necessary. 

With  a  sufficient  appropriation  for  the  current  year,  we  may 
hope  to  bo  able  to  make  sucli  additional  improvements  in  the 
grounds  as  will  be  required,  to  erect  work  shops,  <fcc..  to  complete 
the  shafts  to  the  rock,  and  secure  them  from  the  influx  of  fresh 
water,  and  unless  some  unlooked  for  accident  should  occur,  to  sink 
with  the  augur  through  four  hundred  feel  of  rock  at  each  place, 
making  the  sum  total  as  estimated,  inclusive  of  earth  excavation, 
nine  hundred  and  seventy  fegt.  There  will  be  required  for  this 
purpose,  under  a  systeni  of  rigid  economy,  the  sum  of  $12,350, 
wh  ch  estimate  will  include  the  amount  of  8886  19  before  stated 
to  have  been  advanced  upon  the  work  in  progress. 

In  closing  this  subject,  I  cannot  refrain  from  alluding  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  salt  spring  lands.  The  fact  that  we  have  a  grant 
of  seventy-two  sections  of  land,  located  in  difTTcnt  portions  of 
the  state,  much  of  which  might  be  made  available,  yet  producing 
no  revenue,  is  one  which  deserves  attention.  Situated  as  these 
lands  now  are,  they  are  subject  to  constant  waste  from  the  loss  of 
timber  by  intruders, — a  source  of  loss  which  is  daily  increasing. 
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Some  portions  of  these  lands,  which  will  never  under  any  contin- 
gency be  required  for  sail  purposes,  may  be  made  available  by 
lease,  at  once,  the  only  Course  which  can  be  pursued  in  conformity 
with  the  act  conferrin<]^  ihe  grant,  while  the  measures  now  in 
progress  will  fully  test  the  condition  of  the  nv  st  marked  sprinffs, 
and  either  lead  to  a  result  which  will  add  much  to  the  prosperity* 
of  our  state,  or  teach  us  that  some  other  method  will  be  required 
to  render  the  large  amount  of  salt  lands  held  by  the  state  of  any 
real  value. 

It  is  desirable,  therefore,  in  order  that  the  whole  subject  may 
be  placed  in  that  situation  which  will  prove  most  beneficial  to  the 
state,  that  the  works  now  in  progress  be  pursued  to  a  final  le'sult 
as  speedily  as  possible,  for  until  it  be  done,  no  decisive  steps  can 
be  taken  with  any  other  than  a  portion  of  the  lands,  and  the  in- 
terest upon  the  amount  which  is  thus  lying  idle  would  soon  make  a 
return  of  the  amount  expended  by  the  state  in  making  the  im- 
provements. With  this  view  of  the  subject,  laborious  as  is  the 
task  of  conducting  these  operations,  in  connexion  with  the  other 
severe  duties  I  am  called  upon  to  perform,  the  task  is  made  light 
by  the  hope  that  in  the  end  it  may  not  fail  to  lead  to  results  of  the 
most  vital  importance  to  the  prosperity  of  our  young  state. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON. 


(No.  2.) 

State  Treasurer's  Report. 

State  Treasurer's  Office, 
Detroit,  December  SUtj  1838. 
Honorable  President  of  the  Senate  of  Michigan  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  laws  regulating  the  duties  of 
Treasurer,  I  herewith  present  the  following  statements  of  the 
business  of  this  department  for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,  viz  : 

First.  A  statement  of  the  current  expenses,  for  general  pur- 


Second.  A  statement  of  receipts,  irom  all  sources,  applied  to 
the  payment  of  the  current  expenses. 

Third.  A  quarterly  account  current  with  the  general  fund. 

Fourth.  An  account  current  with  the  sinking  fund. 

Fifth.  An  account  current  with  the  contingent  fund. 

Sixth.  An  account  current  with  the  penitentiary  fund. 

Seventh.  An  account  current  with  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh 
railroad  company. 
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Eighth.  An  account  current  with  tlie  Allegan  and  Marshall 
railroad  company. 

Ninth.  A  statement  of  the  bank  fund. 

Tenth.  An  account  current  with  the  internal  improvement 
fund. 

Eleventh.  A  summary  statement  of  funds  on  hand,  and  to 
what  account  they  stand  due. 

.  Twelfth.  A  statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  sales 
of  state  stocks,  and  how  applied. 

Thirteenth.  An  estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-ni^e. 

Fourteenth.  An  estimate  of  receipts  applicable  to  the  support 
of  governnoent  for  the  yeaf  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

The  expenses  of  the  state  for  general  purposes,  for  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  8ixty*eight  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars 
and  nine  cents,  to  which  add  balance  due  the  Michigan  state 
bank  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  fifteen  thousand  sixty-seven 
dollars  and  ninety-two  rents,  makes  the  total  expenses  of  the  state 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty -eight,  amount  to  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  one  cent. 

The  receipts  from  all  sourcds,  applied  to  the  payment  of*  the 
above,  including  eighty  thousand  dollars  returned  from  the  inter- 
nal improvement  fund,  umo^int  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and 
seventy-seven  cents,  leaving  a  deficit  in  the  receipts  to  meet  cur- 
rent expenses,  of  eleven  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-three 
dollars  and  twenty-four  cents*  which  has  been  made  up  by  an 
overdraft  on  the  Michigan  state  bank,  and  to  which  amount  the 
State  is  indebted  this  day. 

I  deem  it  my  diity  to  present  another  view  of  this  branch  of 
the  state  expenditures,  thai  the  legislature  may  be  made  acquaint-* 
ed  with  the  true  state  of  this  de[)artment,  in  this  respect,  and 
provide  the  means  of  meeting  the  contingency.  By  deducting 
the  eighty  thousand  dollars  returned  from  the  internal  irnorove- 
ment  fund  from  the  receipts,  which  has  been  jipplicd  to  meet  the 
current  expenses,  but  which  docs  not  properly  form  a  part  of  the 
ordinary  revenue,  ^it  will  be  seen  the  actual  amount  received 
from  all  other  sources,  falls  short  of  meeting  the  demands  on  the 
treasury  for  this  branch  of  the  public  expenditures,  in  the  sum  of 
ninety-one  thousand  Civc  hundred  and  fiftythreedollars  and  twenty 
four  cents,  which  has  been  made  up  as  before  staled,  by  the 
eighty  thousand  dollars  rclumod  from  the  internal  improvement 
fund,  and  by  overdraft  on  the  Michigan  slate  bank  for  the  balance. 
The  ordinary  receipts  of  the  state,  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
its  current  expenses,  except  from  direct  taxes,  are  limited,  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


JSfiwX'tti  DOCUMENTS.  * 

ei^en  iftcldding  taxes,  are  at  present  inadequate  to  the  support  o{ 
government.  It  will,  therefore,  be  liighly  necessary,  that  this 
department  .naay  not  be  embarrassed  for  funds,  that  early  measures 
should  be  adopted  by  the  legislature,  to  provide  for  this  branch  of 
the  public  service. 

I  submit  statements  of  the  probable  receipts  and  expenses  for 
the  yesir  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine  ;  the  former  is  estimated 
at  one  hundred  and  seventeen  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  ddlars,  and  the  latter  at  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  dollars,  ^o  ninally,  the 
amount  of  estimated  revenue,  including  taxes  due  for  years 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six  and  eighteen  h andred  and  thirty- 
seven,  and  assessments  for  the  yeai"  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty"" 
eight,  is  nearly  sufficient  to  meet  the  estimated  expenses  of  the 
state  ;  but  as  a  large  amount  (^  the  revenue  is  to  be  derivefd 
from  taxes  alone,  and  as  the  taxes  already  due  are  probably 
from  non-resident  lands,  and  as  the  assessments  for  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  tbirty^ight  will  not  reach  the  treasury  till  quite  late  in 
the  year«  and  perhaps  be  subject  to  the  same  contingency  the 
receipt  of  taxes  heretofore  has  been,  delay  in  the  collections  arid 
transmissions  to  this  office,  I  would  respectfully  suggest,  in  order 
to  obviate  the  difficulty  which  this  department  will  labor  undef, 
for  want  of  funds,  that  temporary  loans  be  made  from  our  banks, 
for  a  length  of  time  sufficient  to  enable  the  iA^es  already  due  and 
coming  due,  for  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  to  be  made 
available  to  the  treasury.  The  collection  of  the  amount  due  from 
taxes  f  >r  ihe  years  eighteen  hundred  and  ibipty-six  and  eighteen 
humired  and  thirty -seven,  may  be  much  facilitated,  by  so  amende 
ing  the  Revised  Statutes,  relating  to  the  return  of  delinquent  taxes 
to  the  Auditor  (renernrs  office,  and  the  issue  of  state  stocks  by  the 
State  Treasurer,  that  the  taxes  due  previous  to  the  adoption  of 
the  revised  code  may  be  included ;  by  which  means  the  state  will^ 
from  the  sale  of  its  stock,  in  all  probability,  be  put  in  funds  at  a 
much  earlier  period  than  by  the  ordinary  mode  of  collections  and 
transmissions  through  the  several  county  treasuries  ;  public  con*' 
irenience  will  also  be  promoted,  and  the  treasury  be  more  speedily 
repleoished  to  the  amount  now  due  from  that  source. 

Including  the  balance  on  the  first  day  of  January^  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-ei^ht,  to  the  credit  of  the  internal  improvement 
fund^  amounting  to  eighty  thousand  (ive  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  fifty- five  cents,  the  receipts  from  sale  of  state  stocks 
and  the  five  per  cent  on  the  United  States  land  sales,  placed  to 
the  credit  of  that  fund,  amount  to  the  sum  of  one  million  two  hun- 
dred and  sixly.five  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirtv-eighl  dollars 
and  fi!ty-one  cents  ;  and  the  amount  drawn  from  that  mnd  is  six 
hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  Hvc  hundred  and  fifty-one  doU 
lars  and  eighty-three  cents,  leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of 
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five  hundred  and  eighty*  five  thousand  nine  buodred  and  ei^iy* 
ux  dollars  and  sixty-eight  cents  this  day. 

There  is  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  sinking  fund  of  eighty 
thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  forty-five  cents, 
applicable  to  the  payment  of  interest  on  state  stocks  issued  for 
the  purpose  of  interna!  improvements. 

Under  the  *'Act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hnodred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and 
Tecumseh  railroad  company,"  approved  April  six,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight,  sixty  thousand  dollars  out  of  fuads  arising 
from  the  sale  of  state  stocks,  has  been  paid  to  said  company,  upoa 
evidence  filed  in  this  office,.tbat  the  securities  required  to  be  gives 
had  been  perfected  and  filed  with  the  Auditor  General. 

Under  the  **  Act  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  the  relief  of  the  Aiie^an  ami  Marshall  railroad  cofl»- 
pany,"  approved  April  six,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  the 
sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  from  the  sale  of  state  stocks,  has 
been  passed  to  the  credit  of  that  company,  subject  to  draft  of  said 
company,  upon  securities  being  perfected  and  filed  according  to 
the  above  act 

Agreeable  to  law,  state  stocks  have  been  issued  during  the 
year  for  the  following  purposes  and  to  the  following  amounts, 
Tiz :  Under  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  Detroit  and  Ptintiae 
railroad  company,"  approved  March  five,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Ihirtyeight,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  has  been 
delivered  to  said  company,  securities  having  been  perfected  and 
filed  according  to  law.  Under  "An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money  to  the  University  of  Michigan,"  approved 
April  six,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  state  stocks  for  th^ 
turn  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  delivered  to  the 
Board  of  Regents,  the  requirements  of  the  act  authorizing  tlie 
issue  having  been  complied  with.  And  under  "An  act  author* 
izing  the  building  of  the  state  penitentiary,"  approved  March 
twenty-second,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirtye}a:ht,  the  sum  of 
twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  the  proceeds  of  which,  amounting  U> 
tho  sum  of  twenty  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  dollara 
and  thirty-five  cents,  has  been  paid  to  the  commissioners  supcrin* 
tending  the  penitentiary,  as  per  account  rendered. 
Respectfully  subn>itled. 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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Statement  of  eocpendUures  for  general  purpotei  far  Ae  year  1838, 
including  the  expenses  of  the  November  sesswn  of  we  legisla- 
ture^  year  1837,  as  per  warrants  paid  thefoOomng  persons. 


1838. 
Jan.  Ito 


5. 


15. 


Paid  Epaphs.  Ransom,  one  quarter  year's 
salary,  associate  justice,  ending  Dec.  31, 

John  Goodrich*  for  compensation  for  his 
services  in  transcribing  and  transporting 
the  records  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  of  Oaicland,  to  xhe  office  of  the 
supreme  court.  Detroit, 

Jno.  E.  Schwarz,  ono  quaiter  yearns  salary 
as  adjutant  ^neral,  up  to  Dec.  31, 1837, 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  one  Quarter  yeart  sala- 
ry as  chief  iustice,  ending  Dec.  31, 1837, 

Gveorge  Morell,  one  quarter  yeai^s  salary  as 
associate  justice,  ending  Dec.  21,  1837, 

K.  Pritcbette,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 
Secretary  of  State,  ending  December  31« 
1837, 

D.  Houghton,  State  Geologist, 

Elijah  Ely,  one  of  the  committee 
in  case  of  Geo,  Morell,  945  45 

John  Berryl. services  as  enrolling 

clerk,  39  00 

John   Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
for  pay  of  members  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, 12,491  30 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
for  pay  of  members  of  the 
legislature,  and  other  expen- 
ses. 


19, 


John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  a^ent, 
for  pay  of  members  of  fegis- 
lature, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
for  pay  of  J.  S.  Bagg,  and 
Bagg,  Barns  &c  Co.,  account 
for  printing  and  stationery 
furnished  lx)th  houses  of  the 
legislature, 

L.  ll  Mason,  six  days  attend- 

Carried  forward. 


3,632  94 


•toe  5€i 


7,403  99 


•375  00 


13  00 

31  25 

400  00 

S75  00 

SSO  00 
0»OOO  00 

ie,30S  69 
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Brought  forward,  f 

ance  and  mileage  io  case  of 
G.  Morell,  7  06 


8,117  55 
Jan.  23.    Michigan  state  bank,  balance 

of  interest  due  Jan.  1,  1838,  769  31 

26.  E.  N.  Bridges,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  from  Septem- 
ber 21st,  Dec  21,  as  Bank 
Commissioner,  81,000,  9250  00 

C.  C.  Jackson,  one  quarter 
year's  salary,  as  private  se- 
cretary to  Executive,  125  00 

29,    Wm.  Driggs,  as  witness  in  case 

G.  MoreJl,  •4  00 

Feb*  5.    John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent* 
pay  certain  members  legis- 
lature, 825  00 
John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

Eay  certain  members  legis- 
iture,  401  00 


375  00 


730  00 

Horatio  James,  witness  in  case  G.  Morell,  5  75 

8.  K.  Pritchetle,  salary  as  Secretary  of  Stale 

from  Jan.  1  to  Feb.  5,  JOO  00 

9.  S.  Van  Nest,  witness  before  a 

committee  at  Monroe,  015  00 

(Seo.  Sedgwick,  services  ren- 
dered commissioner  in  revis- 
ing laws,  65  00 

80  00 

13.     Rial  Irish,  witness  in  case  of  Geo.  Morell,  7  12 

15,     Thurber,  Halslack  and  Barbour,  do.     do.  0  19 

21.     F.  Cowdery,  recording  journal  adjourned 

session  of  legislature,  35  00 

Mar.  1.     Inteptal  improvement  fund — this  amount 

loaned  the  commissinners,  7,224  84 

2.  Wm.  F.  Shepard,  witness  in  case  Geo. 

Morell,  6  40 

3.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

sundry  expenses  of  legisla- 
ture,  .  •230  75 
Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

sundry  expen's  of  legislature,        171  oa 

Carried  forward,  f  • 
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Brought  forward,  9  9 

Mar.   3.  7oo«  N<Mrt6n9  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

paid  vV^m.  Moore,  3  00 

J  DO.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
several  witnesses  in  case  G* 
MorelU  U  50 

Henry  C.  Bunca,  for  Calhoun 

County  Patriot,  5  00 

421  25 

fi    RobH  Abbott,  auditor  general, 
and  H.  Howard,  treasurer, 

postage,  (oflf,)  30  00 

14.    E.  Famsworth,  one  quarter  year's  salary, 

ending  Dec.  31,  1837,  375  00 

28.  P.  Morey,  half  year's  salary, 
from  Sept  21,  1837,  to  21st 
March,  1838,  9400,  200  00 

Geo.  W.  Wisner,  as   mem- 
ber of  the   legislature  and 
mileaffe, 
John  Galtaway,  witness  in  case 

G^.  Morell, 
Daniel  Pittman,  inspector   3d 
division  militia, 

C.  H.  Hooker,  repairing  and 

cleaning  state  arms, 
Thos.   J.    Drake,  counsel   in 

case  G.  Morell, 

April  2.  Grovemor  Mason,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  ending  March 
31,  1838, 
Jno.  E.  Schwarz,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  ending  March 
31,  1838, 

X  Greo.  Morell,  one  quarter  year's  salary  end- 
ing March  31,  1838, 
4>  Epai^s.  Ransom,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  ending  March 
31,  1838, 
Samuel  Forsyth,  for  bread  fur- 
nished militia, 
S.  N.  Grantt,  witness  in  case  of 
Geo.  Morell, 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  9 

Apr.   7.     H.  Howard,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 
treasurer,  ending  March  31, 
11.     Elon  Farns;vorth  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  chancellor, 
ending  March  31,  375  00 

Halfyear's  instalment,  interest, 
due  May  ],  183S,  on  8100,- 
000  state  stock,  payable  at 
Phcenix  bank,  N.  Y. 


3«000  00 


14.    Morse  &  Brother,  stationery 
furnished  Executive,  Secre- 
tary  of  State  and  Treasu- 
rer's offices,  856  05 
C.  J.   Walker,  editor  Grand 

River  Times,  papers,  3  00 

H.  A.  Mansfield,  services  ta* 

king  census  of  Monroe  co.,  30  00 

W.  A.'  Fletcher,  chief  justice, 
one  quarter  year's  salary 
ending  31st  March,  400  00 

W.  A,  Fletcher,  services  revi- 
sing laws,  one  quarter  year, 
epdmg8th  March,  375  00 

John  S.  Bngg,  advanced  bin^ 
on  account  printing  state 
laws,  5^000  00 

S.  McKnight,  Quartermaster 
General  Michigan  militia, 
pay  of  sundry  persons,  114  17 

Jdo.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
pay  of  sundry  members  of 
the  legislature,  29,279  50 

Interest  on  910,000  Palmyra 
and  Jacksonburgh  railroad 
state  stock,  falling  due  May 
1,  188^,  at  Manhattan  bank,  - 
New  York,  360  00 

O.  Marsh,  services  as  librarian,         201  00 

* »     i 

18.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
several  warrants  for  pay  of 
members  and  other  expen* 
ses  of  the  legislature,  viz: 


125  00 


3,375  00 


28,808  72 
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15 


April  20.  L.  M.  Mason  and  Ira  Porter,  witnesses  be- 
fore committee  invest igatinpr  locations  of 
the  northern  and  southern  railroad, 
81.  Jnow  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
warrants  for  pay  of  mem* 
bers  and  other  expenses  of 
the  legislature,  viz :  one  for 
•150   17,  one  for  9888  00, 
one  for  9307  78,  91,345  95 


&3. 


24. 


May  4. 


E.  J.  Roberts,  salary  as  commissiooer  su- 
perintending publication  of  the  revised 
laws  up  to  April  20, 

Thomas  Fitzgerald,  salary  as  bank  com- 
missioiier  up  to  April  18, 

A.  Fuller  and  Ira  Davis,  witnesses  in  case 
of  Geo.  nloreli, 

25.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent,  sundry  war- 

rants, each  88,  86,  935, 
B-  Farrand,  this  amount  loaned  hinn, 

26.  John  Gibson,  services  attending  sup.  court, 

27.  Lemuel  Goodel),  services  as  member  of 

court  martiaJ,  first  division  brigade  in- 
spector, 

28.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  a^nt,  sundry  ex- 
penses legislature, 

Michigan  state  bank ;  this  am't 

borrowed  of  said  bank,         940,000  00 
Interest  on  do.  from  January 

Ist  to  May  4,  825  00 


A.  Felch,  bank  commissioner,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  up  to  May  2, 
11.  Paid  Messrs  Burch  &,  Field 
for  teaming  arms  dec.  from 
Fort  Gratiot  to  Detroit,  940  00 

K.  Pritchette»  bank  commis- 
sioner, one  quarter  year's  sa- 
lary ending  May  7,  312  50 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forward,  9  *  111 

May  11.  H.  B.  Webster,  his  account  for  .^   .^  -"^ 

iron  safe,  &c.^  for  treasu*  '*;' 

rer's  office,  42  95    ^ 

JiYo.  Norton^  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
sundry  warrants  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  legislature, 
$282  94,  $93,  946  43,  «13 
6a,  436  05 

^         831  SO 

16*  A.  Cliandler,  services  as  ret 
cording  clerk  to  the  legisla* 
ture,   bringing   up  journal, 

&c.,  8154,4142,  196  W 

18.  John-  Nofton,  jr.,  fiscal  agen^ 
pay  of  George  Combs,  assis- 
tant messenger,  097,  and  B^ 
Irish,  witness  incase  of  Grea 

Moreli,  $12  62.  l09  6Sr 

20.  Robert  Abbott,  postage  on  let- 
ters and  other  documents,  $25  00 
Messrs.   Dunbnrr  services  as 
musicians   to   Toledo   with 
militia,  96  00 


21.  Jno.  Paschall,  witness  in  case 

of  Geo.  Morel!,  $3  56 

Jno.  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  aprent, 

witness  feot»  in  case  of  Geo<- 

Morell,  and  investigating  lo- 
cations   of    northern    and 

southern  railroads,  13  80 

Reuben  Stoddard,  transporting 

volunteers  from  Monroe  to 

Gioraltar,  5  00 


61  OO 


23.  George  Clark,  provisions  fur- 
nished the  militia  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  Tole- 
do, $90  00 
John  Norton,  }r*,  fiscal  agent, 
witness  in  case  of  Geo.  Mo- 
reli, $9  60,  and  Anthony 
Ten  Eyck,  superintending 
publication  of  journals,  pre- 

Carried  forward,  $  i 
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Brought  forward,  9  $ 

patidg  index  to  the  same,  as 
per  appropriation  1837,8150,       159  00 

249  60 

May  SI.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
pay  of  two  members  of  le* 
gislature,  321  00 

Douglass  Houghton,  geologist, 
one  quarter  year's  salary, 
ending  May  31,  9500  00 

June  8.  C.  C.  Douglass,  assistant  geolo- 
gist, one  quarter  year's  sala- 
ry ending  May  81,  800  00 

Belah  Hubbard,  as«stant  geo- 
logist, one  quarter  year's 
salary  ending  May  31,  200  00 

Wm.  P.  Smith  as  sub* assistant, 
in  (ihar^e  of  department  of 
mechanical  eooiogy,  in  geo» 
logy  department,  one  quarter 
year*s  salary  ending  March 
31,  850  00 

Obed  Lacey  and  Zebulon  Ma- 
son, witnesses,  investigating 
locations  of  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  40  50 


1,190  50 

13.  Contingent  fund,  per  act  appro- 

priation March  23,  1887,  2,000  00 

14.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

paid  Henry  Clitz,  97  00 

15.  Randolph  Manning,  one  quar- 

ter   year's    salary   ending 

May  8,  250  00 

16.  A.  Sager,  services  as  zoologist 

of  the  geological  department 
from  Mardi  1  to  June  1, 
•1,500,  375  00 

Jno,  Wright,  services  as  bota- 
nist, one  quarter  year's  sala- 
ry from  March  1  to  June  1, 
•1,500,  375  00 

Geo.  H.  Bull,  services  as  sub- 
assistant  to  botanical  depart- 
ment, one  quarter  year's  sa- 
lary up  to  June  1,  9800,  200  00 

Carried  forward,  #  f 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Jane  16;  Austio  M.Gould,  books  furnish* 
ed  the  supreme  and  circuit 
courts,  10  50 


969  50 

21.  R.  Partridge,  one  of  the  Hay- 

den  band  in  Toledo  niilitia,  12  00 

22.  James  MulhoIIand,  for  appre- 

hending a  man  by  name  of 
Brown  on  a  warrant  of  the 
governor,  36  00 

28.  Messrs.  Collins,  Keese  &  Co. 

account,  books  for  the  libra- 
ry, 438  46 

29.  Edward  Mundy,  services  as 

acting  governor  at  diflerent 
times  previous  ^o  January 
1,  1838,  666  00 

30.  Epaph's  Ransom,  one  quarter 

year's  salary,  assistant  jus- 
tice up  to  June  30,  9375  00 

H.  Howard,  one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  treasurer,  125  00 

Joseph  Pierce,  services  in  mill-  ^ 
tia  as  one  of  the  Hayden 
band,  12  00 


July  2.  George  Morell,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  assistant  jus- 
tice to  June  30,  375  00 
Jno.  E.  Schwarz,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  adjutant  ge- 
neral, 31  25 
Stephen  Rivers,  witness  in  case 
of  Geo.  Morell,  3  13 


Gov.  Mason,  one  quarter  year's 
salary  up  to  June  30,  8500  00 

Robert  Aboott,  postage  on  let- 
ters and  other  dccumentSr  25  00 


Jdm  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
witness  fees  investigating  lo- 
cations of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  $41 '  00 

John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 

Carried  forward,  • 
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Brought  forwaitl,  •  • 

witness  fees  investigating  lo- 
cations of  the  northern  and 
southern  raikoads,  7  16 


July  6.  Wm.  A,  Fletcher,  one  ouarter 
year's  salary  as  Chief  Justice 
to  June  30,  $400  00 

E.  Farnswortb,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  Chancellor, 
to  June  20,  375  00 

John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
expeiises  investigating  loca- 
tions of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  $94,  $8 
17,  102  17 

C.  C.  Jackson,  one  quarter 
year's  salary,  as  private  sec- 
retary to  Executive,  125  00 

P.  Morey,  one  quarter  yearns, 
salary  as  Attorney  General,        100  00 

S.  W.  ^igdns,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  topqgra- 
pher,  250  00 

0.  D.  Richardson,  services  one 
week  revising  the  laws,  $25  00 


48  16 


1,877  17 


13.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  a^nt, 
paid  A.  Ten  Eyck  as  derk 
of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, 75  00 
Wm.  Taylor,  jr.,  John  Smith, 
and  Albion  Bennett,  each 
$12,  services  as  members 
of  the  Havden  band  with  the 
militia  at  'Toledo^                                            86  00 

2 1  •  H.  Gilbert,  for  Kalamazoo  Ga- 
zette, 8  00 

28.  R.  Abbott,  for  incidental  ex- 
penses from  Nov.  1834,  to 
Sept  1836,  80  00 

25.  R.  Abbott,  stationery,  office 
rent,  as  per  appropriation 

April  6,  1838,  76  00 

Aug.  8.  E.  B.  Harrington  and  E.  J. 
Roberts,  commissioners  su- 
perintending publication  of 
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Digitized  by 


Google 


20  SENATE  DOCUMENTS 

Brought  forward,  9 

the  revised  laws,  Harrington 

•540,  Roberts  9^0,  810  OO 

Aug.  6.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  as  Bank 
Commission^;*  from  April  18 
to  July  5,  •l.SSO  per  year,  267  3& 

10.  A.  Felch,  one  quarter  yearns 

salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, to  August  2,  312  50 

K.Pritchette,one  quarter  yearns 
salary  as  Bank  Commission- 
er, to  August  8,  812  50 

R.  Manning,  one  quarter  year's 
salary  as  Secretary  of  Slate 
to  August  8,  250  00 

875  00 

11.  Wm.  S.  House,  witness  inves- 

tigating locations  of  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  14  00 

13.  J.  P.  Riohardson,  witness  in 

case  of  George  Morell,  1  50 

R.  R.  Belding,  witness  in  case 
of  Geo.  Morell,  3  50 


5  00 

14.  S.  Poupard,  transporting  one  box  of  books 

for  library,  7  52 

15.  Timothy  Emerson,  services  as  one  of  the 

Hayden  band,  12  00 

R.  W.  Ingalls,  for  Adrian  Watch  Tower, 

paper,  3  00 

18,  R.  Abbotts  postage  on  letters  and  othe'T  do- 
cuments, 25  00 

21.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent*  witness  fees 
investigating  the  locations  of  the  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  25  47 

20.  J.  D.  Pierce,  Superintendent  Public  In-s 
struction,  one  half  year's  salary  from 
Jan.  1  to  June  30,  inclusive,  81,500,  750  00 

20.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  expen- 
ses of  witnesses  investiga- 
ting  locations  of  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  and  other 
expenses  of  the  legislature,  55  61 

J.  R.  Bowman,  as  a  member 
of  House  of  Representatives,         15  00 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Sept.  I.  S.  W.  Higgins,  one  quarter  year's  sahry  as 

topographer,  ending  August  31,  250  00 

4.  Belah  Hubbard,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  sub-assis- 
tant geolomst«  9200  00 

C.  C.  Douglass,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  sub-assistant 

^olorist,  200  00 

4.  \^.  P.  Smith,  one  quarter 
year's  salary  as  zoologist 
from  June  1  to  August  22,  226  00 

D.  Houghton,    one    quarter 
year's  salary  as  Geologist 

ending  August  31,  500  00 

1,126  00 

7.  Robert  Abbott,  one  half  year's  salary  as 

Auditor  General  to  June  30,  250  00 

8.  G.  H.  Bull,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 

minor  assistant  botanist,  to  August  31,  200  00 

10.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  P.  Morey,  At- 

torney General,  salary  up  to  August  31, 
•77  76,  and  J.  J.  Adam  for  preparing 
for  publication  the  journal  of  the  Senate, 
adjourned  session  ]837,  9150,  227  76 

11.  Paid  E.  B.  Harrington,  commissioner  su- 

Crintending  publication  of  the  revised 
svs,  fifty-eignt  days,  93  per  day,  174  00 

14.  Pease,  Chester  &  Co.  charges  on  books  for 

state  library,  '  2  75 

19.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agents  witness  fees 

investigating  locations  of  northern  and 

southern  railroads,  35  81 

20.  do  do  do        913  31 
Randolph    Manning,    repairs 

upon  the  capitol  as  per  act 

April  6,  100  00 

113  31 

24.  N*  H.  Hart,  as  witness  investigating  rail- 
road locations,  6  25 

Nov.  13.  John  Wright,  botanist  of  the 
geologist    department,   one 

Juarter  year's  salary,  from 
une  1  to  Aug.  31  inclusive, 
•1,500,  J375  00 

H.  Howard,  salary  2  months, 
up  to  Sept.  1,  1838,  9500, 
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Brought  forward, 

9 

983  d4.    da  one  moh     up 

to  Sept.  30,  9800,  $66  66, 

150  00 

Nov.  13.  J.  D.  Pierce,  one  quarter  yeai^s 

salary    as    Superintendent 

Public  Instruction,  from  July 

1  to  Sept.  30,  91,500, 

375  00 

Gov.  Mason,  one  quarter  year's 

salarv  to  Sept  30, 
Geo.  Morell,  one  fourth  year's 

500  00 

salary  to  Sept  30, 

875  00 

Robert  Abbott,  salary  9  months 
as  Auditor  Genera  from  Ju- 

ly 1  to  Aug.  30,  at  9500  per 

annum,  983  33.    do.     one 

month  at  1000,  to  Sept  30, 

983  33, 

166  66 

Abram  Sager,  one  fourth  year's 

salary    as    zoologist,    from 

June  1  to  Sept  1,  inclusive. 

91,500, 

375  00 

Epaphs.  Ransom,  one  fourth 

year's  salary  as  associate 

justice,  91,500, 

376  00 

Jno.  E.  Schwarz,  one  fourth 

year's  salary.  Adjutant  Gen- 

eral, to  Sept  30, 

31  25 

Randolph  Manning,  one  fourth 

year's  salary  as   Secretary 

of  State,  from  August  8,  to 

Nov.  8, 9250 ;  less,  fees  col- 

lected as  per  ac't  93  80, 

246  20 

Alonzo  Bennett,  witness  inves- 

tigating the  location  of  the 

northern  and  southern  rail- 

road. 

18  00 

E.    Farnsworth,    one    fourth 

year's  salary  as  Chancellor, 

to  Sept  30, 

375  00 

Half  year  interest  due  on  Pal- 

myra and  Jacksonburgh  rail- 

road state  stock,  Nov.  1,  at 

Manhattan  bank,  N.  Y. 

700  00 

D.  V.  Bell,  one  fourth  year's 

salary  as  bank  commission- 

er, from  July  5,  to  Oct  5, 

91,250, 

312  50 

Carried  forward,  9  9 
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Brought  forward,  •  • 

Not*  13.  P.  RaymoDd,  witness  investi- 
gating the  locations  of  the 
northern  and  southern  rail- 
roads»  8  16 

N.  Nash,        do        do  7  50 

K.  Pritchette,  one  fourth  year's 
salary  as  bank  commission- 
er, from  August  7,  to  Nov.  ' 
7,  •i;260,  312  50 


Half  year's  instalment  inter- 
est due  on  9100,000  state 
stock,  Nov.  1,  1838,  at  the 
Phcenix  bank,  N.  Y.  issued 
May  1,  1836,  93,000  00 

Three  months*  interest  on  920,- 
000  penitentiary  state  bonds 
issued  April  1,  due  at  Man- 
hattan bank,  interest  from 
April  1  to  July  1,  1838,  300  00 


4^702  77 


3,300  00 


15.  Alpheus  Felch,  one  fourth  year's  salary  as 
bank  Commissioner,  from  Aug.  2  to 
Nov.  2,  91,250.  312  60 

Jno.  Burch,  witness  investi^tmg  the  loca- 
tion of  the  northern  and  southern  rail- 
roads, 8  00 

20.  S.  T.  King,        do  do  do  9  62 

21.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  the  follow- 

ing items,  ^ 

W.  A.  Fletcher,  one  fourth 
year's  salary  ending  Sept. 
30,  1,600,  400  00 

C.  C.  Jackson,  one  fourth  year's 
salary  ending  Sept  30, 
9500,  125  00 

Expenses  of  committee  inves^p 
tigating  northern  and  south- 
ern railroads,  13  82 


538  82 

B.  Mercer,  witness  in  case  of  George  Mo- 

rell,  5  56 

Dec    3.  C-   C.    Douglass,  one  fourth 
year's  salary  in  geological  de- 
partment, 9200  00 
Belah  Hubbard, .      do        do        200  00 
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Dec    3. 


Brought  forward, 

• 

D.  Houghton,           do        do 
G.  H.  Bull,              do        do 

500  00 

200  00 

Jno.  Wright,            do        do 

375  00 

A.  Sager,                 do        do 

375  00 

J.  T.   Blois,  for  800  copies 

Gazetteer  of  Michigan, 

450  00 

2,300  00 
1.  S.  W.  Higgins,  one  fourth  year's  salary 

ending  Nov.  30,  as  topogragher,,  250  00 

7.  S.  R.  Wood,  four  days'  attendance  as  dis- 

trict canvasser,  from  3d  to  6th  Dec  in- 
clusive, 98,  and  520  mites  travel,  going 
to  and  coming  from  St  Mary's,  at  six 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  mile,  965,  73  00 

8.  Clerk  of  Shiawassee  county,  as  member  of 

board  of  canvassers  for  third  senatorial 
district  in  making  returns,  Dec.  1838, 
•7  50,  and  120  miles  of  travel  at  six  and 
a  quarter  cents  per  mile,  97  50,  15  00 

Clerk  of  Lapeer  county,  services  as  mem- 
ber of  board  of  canvassers  for  third  sena- 
torial district  in  making  returns,  Dec. 
1838,  •O,  travel  94,  10  00 

J.  P.  King,  services  as  district  canvasser 
for  the  4th  senatorial  district,  $14,  tra- 
veling fees  92  50,  16  50 

R.  Abbott,  postage  on  letters  and  other  do- 
cuments, 50  00 

Manhattan  Bank,  N.  Y.,  eight  months'  in- 
terest from  May  1  to  Jan.  1,  1839,  on 
8100,000,  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
state  stock,  6  per  cent,  4,000  00 

15.  R.  T.  Elliott,  making  boxes  for  the  Secre- 
tary of  State's  office,  86  20 
18.  J.  P.  C.  Emmons,  for  services  preparing 
for  the  press  and  superintending  the  pu^ 
lication  of  the  journals  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  with  accompanying  do- 
cuments and  index  to  the  same,                     200  00 

L.  W.  Bebee,  services  as  special  messen- 
ger from  Detroit  to  the  clerk's  office  of 
St.  Clair  county,  52  miles,  2s,  13  00 

L.  W.  Bebee,  services  as  special  messen- 
ger from  Detroit  to  Hillsdale,  Branch 
and  St.  Joseph  counties,  to  obtain  correct 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Brought  forward,  f 

returns  of  votes  for  the  representative  in 
congress,  30  00 

Dec.  24.  Half  year's  instalment  interest  due  Jan.  1, 

1839,  on  $20,000  penitentiary  state  stock,        600  00 
26.  C.    C.    Jackson,  one  quarter 
year's  salary   ending  Dec. 
25,  as  private  secretary  to 
Governor,  $125  00 

R;  P.  Eldredge,  witness  inves- 
tigating locations  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  4  25 

Treasurer  Lapeer  county,  half 
bounty  allowed  by  law  for 
killing  55  wolves,  218  Otf 


347  25 


52S8.  Thoa.  Youhill,  one  quarter  year's  salary  as 
chief  assistant  zoologist  from  23d  Aug. 
to  22d  Nov.  inclusive,  81,000,  260  00 

31*  Gov.  Mason,  one  fourth  year's 
salary  ending  this  day, 
Wm.  A.  Fletcher,    do 
Geo.  Morel  I,  do 

E.  Fa  rns worth,         do 
E.  Ransom,  do 

H.  Howard,  do 

R.  Abbott,  do 

Jno.  £.  Scharwz,      do 


Total  amount  of  expenditures, 
STAfB  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838,      J 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


•500  00 

do 

400  00 

do 

375  00 

do 

876  00 

do 

375  00 

do 

200  00 

do 

250  00 

da 

81  25 

2,506  28 

$108,485  09 

Statement  of  mceipts  into  the  Treasttry  of  the  State  of  Miohigan, 
from  Taxe^  and  other  general  otyects,  during  the  year  com* 
tnencing  January  first,  and  ending  December  31, 1838^  as  fci' 
tows: 
Jan.  2.    Frdm  Jonas  H.   Titus,  auc- 
tioneer, Wayne  county,  du- 
ties on  goods,  $9  Id 
Lemuel  Goodell,sheriff  Wayne 
county,  licenses,  40  3(^ 


•49  43 


Carried  foward, 
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Brought  forward,  9 

Jan.  10.  S.  Durham,  treasurer*  Branch 

county,  taxes,  200  00 

11.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale 

couniy,  licenses,  11  00 

15.  Bank  of  Brest,  one  half  year's 

*     fix  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  75  00 

BankofOakiand.onchalfyear's 

tax,  on  capital  stock  paid  in,        937  50 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank 
of  Pontiac,  one  half  year's 
tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,  87  50 

Bank  of  Shiawassee,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock 
paid  in,  37  50 

Genesee  county  bank,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock 
paid  in,  37  75 


16,  Bank  of  Saline,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stock  paid  in,        9l5  00 
Bank  of  Coldwater,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock 

■  in,  75  00 


150  25 


150  00 


17.  From  Bank  of  Marshall,  one 
half  year's  tax  on  capital 
stock  I 'aid  in,  975  00 

Caleb  Bucknam,  sheri^  Oak- 
land county,  •  44  37 

Bank  of  Oakland,  one    half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  $37  50 

Detroit  city  bank,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  150  00 

18*  Farmers'  bank  Genesee  coun- 
ty, one  half  year's  tax  on 
capitol  stock,  975  00 

E.  W.  Cuitiss,  sheriff,  Ionia 
couoty»  licenses,  51  00 

126  00 

22.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  one  half 

years  tax  on  capital  stock,  75  00 

2&  Michigan  state  bank  for  this 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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Brought  forward,  • 

amount  borrowed  under  re- 
solution of  legislature  passed 
Dec.  28,  1837,  840,000  00 

Jan.  23.  Bank  of  La  peer,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  sttx^k,  37  50 

Bank   of   Goodrich,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  75  00 

40,112  50 

24.  Bahk  of  St.  Clair,  on©  half 

year's  tax  on  .capital  stock,  03  05 

27.  O.B  Hart,  treasurer,  Laf)eer  county,  taxes,        82  00 
29.  L.   Van  De  Walker,  sheriff, 

Kalamazoo  county,  licenses,      8314  06 
Treasurer,   Hillsdale   county, 

taxes,  65  00 

J.  H.  Cobb)  auctioneer, Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods,  67  86 


446  02 


30.  Gov,  Mason,  one  quarter  year's 

salary,  overpaid  him  in  year 

1837,  500  00 

Feb.  2.    From  Jtferchants'  bank  of  Jack- 

*  son  county*  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  strx^k,  949  00 

Wayne  county  bank,  one  half 
year's  tax  on  capital  stocky  75  00 


124  00 

5.  Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff,  Wayne  county, 

licenses,  879  81 

6.  H.  N.  Munson,  deputy  treasu- 

rer, St.  Clair  county,  taxes  8124  00 
A.  B,  Gibson,  sherifi)  Jackson 

county,  licenses,  150  00 

Saginaw  city  bank,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  75  00 


349  00 

8.  O.   Russ,  treasurer,  Jackson   . 

county,  taxes,  800  00 

9.  J.  L.  VVendell,  shj*riff,  Monroe 

county,  licenses,    -  *  $525  00 

J,  B.  StJwart,  sheriff.  Branch 

county,  licenses,  44  52 

S.  R.  Smith,  treasurer,  Hills- 
dale county,  taxes,  39  00 


608  52 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Feb.  12.  U.  a  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale 

county,  licenses,  55  00 

13.  Gea  W.  Hoffman^  auciioneer, 

duties  on  goods»  98  65 
T.   P.   Sheidoo,  treasurer  of 

Kalamazoo  county,  taxes,  250  00 
E.  A.  Trumbull,  sheriff,  St. 

Joseph  county,  licensesb  30  00 

— p 288  65 

14.  Amos  Adamst  treasurer,  Li- 

vingston county,  taxes,  200  00 

16.  P.  Morey,  attorney  generali 

for  taxes  collected,  500  00 

19.  D.    B.   Warren,    auctioneer, 

Lcoawee  county,  duties  on 

goods,  49  22 

21.  H.  N.  Munson»  deputy  treasurer,  St  Clair 

countVi  taxes,  476  00 

22.  David  rage,  treasurer,  Washtenaw  county, 

taxes,  SOO  00 

23.  From  H.  H.  Cooledge,  auctioneer,  Cass 

county,  duties  on  gcxnls,  10  00 

27.  Bank    of    Allegan,    one   half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,         4(75  00 
J.  r.  Le  Roy,  treasurer,  Oakr 
land  county,  taxes,  2,010  00 

Mar.   8.  T.  P,  Sheldon,  treasurer,  Ka- 
lamazoo county,  taxes,  $65  00 
R.  C.  Paine,  treasurer,  Berrien 
county,  taxes,                           1,172  00 

8.  David  Page,  treasurer,  Wash- 

tenaw county,  taxes,  $93  00 

Lemuel  Goodel!,sherlflr,  Wayne 
county,  licenses,  381  68 

474  68 

9.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale 

county,  licenses,  86  00 

10.  Bank  of  Constantine,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock,  50  00 

12.  M.  Preston,  treasurer,  Calhoua 

county,  taxes,  93^149  00 

J.   Harper,   treasurer,    Cass 

Canned  forward,  9  t 
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3,939  00 


Brought  forward, 

•              • 

county,  taxes, 

790  00 

Mar.  13.  A.  V,  Sill,  treasurer,  St.  Jo- 

seph county,  taxes, 

$640  00 

P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer,  Mon- 

roe county,  taxes, 

2,562  86 

Jno.  Rogers,  auctioneer,  Ber- 

rien county,  duties  on  goods. 

45  15 

Mr.  Furland,  sheriff,  Macomb 

county,  licenses. 

S5  15 

16,  G.  Spencer,  treasurer,  Wayne 

county,  taxes,  $10,705  69 

L.    Goodeil,    sheriff,    Wayne 

countv*  licenses,  1,075  CO 

B.  F.  tf.  Witherell,  district  at- 
torney, Wayne  county,  col- 
lected fines,  89  00 

17.  H.  N.  Munson,  deputy  treasu- 

rer^  St.  Clair  county,  taxes, 
19.  From  Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer. 
Van  Buren  county,  taxes, 
Jas.  Stiisoxi,  auctioneer,  Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods, 

20.    Bank  of  Clinton,  one  half  year's 
tax  on  capital  stock, 
H«  Doty,  auctioneer,  Wayne 
county,  <lutie8  on  goods, 

23*    Bank  of  Utica,  one  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stock, 
29.    B*k  of  Ypsi  lanti,  one  half  yeai's 

tax  on  capital  stock, 
28.    A.  Loogstreet,  sheriff,  Van  Bu- 
ren  county,  licenses, 
April  5.    Lemuel  Go<Klell,6heriff,Wayne 
county,  licenses, 
7.    Huron  river   bank,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital  stock, 
9.    J.  Orr,  deputy  sheriff,  Macki- 
naw county,  licenses, 
J.  L«  Wendell,  sheriff  Mon- 
roe  county,  licenses, 

Carried  forward*  . 
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Apr.   9.    Lewis  Reed,  sherifii  Kent  co., 

licenses,  102  00 

Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 
railroad  company,  interest 
on  910,000  state  stock,  due 
May  1,  1838.  coupons  for 
balance,  810,000,  surrender- 
ed, 
17.  U,  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale 
county,  licenses, 

20.  H.  Chaniberlin,sheriff,St.CIair 

county,  licenses, 

21.  Caleb  Bucknam,  sherifl^  Oak- 

land county,  licenses, 

24.  F.   Preston,    sheriff,    Berrien 

county,  licenses. 

25.  R.  C.  Painft,  treasurer  Berrien 

county,  taxes, 
H.  C.  Goodrich,  sheriff  Cal- 
houn county,  licenses, 

26.  J.  H.  Cleveland,  sherifij  Len- 

awee county, 
30.    J.  11.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods. 
May-  4.   Internal  improvement  fund,  for 
this  amount  returned,  under 
act  legislature  passed  April 
6,  1838, 
Wm.  Tompkins,  sheriff,  Liv- 
ingston county,  licenses, 
10.    U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale 
county,  licenses, 
R.  O.  Cooley,  treasurer  Ma- 
comb county,  taxes, 

12.    Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer  Van 

Buren  countv,  taxes, 
E.  A.    Trumbull,  sheriff;  St. 

Joseph  county,  licenses, 
P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer  Mon-i 

roe  county,  taxes. 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  9  8 

Lemuel  Go^xiell,  sheriff  Wa)'ne 
county,  licenses,  260  80 

.      982  99 

May  15.  M.   V.    Hunter,  sheriff  Cass 

county,  licenses,  162  00 

17.    Josiah  Perin,  treasurer  Shia- 
wassee county,  taxes,  9125  25 
M*  Winslow,trea8urer  Allegan 

county,  taxes,  375  00        500  25 


19.    R.  C.  Paine,  treasurer  Berrien 

county^  taxes,  118  00 

John  Murphey  sheriff  of  Alle^ 
gan  county,  licenses,  69  00 

28.    L.  Van  De  Walker,  sheriff  of 

Kalamazoo  county,  licenses,  86  50 

June  9.   H.  C,  Goodrich,  sheriff  of  Cal- 
houn county,  licenses,  195  15 
J.harper,  treasurer  Cass  coun- 
ty, taxes,                                     210  00 

405  15 

1 1.   F.  Preston,sheriff  Berrien  coun- 
ty, licenses,  70  00 
J.  Stilson,  auctioneer  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods.  28  03 

July  7.    Joseph  Harper,  treasurer  Cass 

county,  taxes,  123  06 

10.  A.V.  Sill,  treasurer  St  Joseph 

county,  tycs,  152  00 

11.  H.  Doty,  auctioneer  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods,  80  41 

14.  £.  N.  Davenport,  sheriff  Sagi- 
naw county,  licenses,  $74  00 

14.  A.  y.  Sill,  treasurer  St.  Joseph 

county,  taxes,  10  00 


84  00 

16.    Goodrich  bank,  half  year's  tax 

on  capital  stock,  75  00 

20.    J.  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroe 

county,  licenses,  40  51 

20.    Lemuel  Goodell,sheriff  Wayne 

county,  licenses,  77  29 

24.    J.  P.  King,  clerk  of  Mackinaw 

county,  licenses,  $34  18 

Bank  of  Marshall,  half  year's 

tax  OD  capital  stock,  75  00 
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Brought  forward,  •  $ 

July  24.  Bank  of  Singapore,  half  year's 

tax  on  capital  stoi:k,  S7  50 

it  ""~~~" 

Aug.  2.    H.  Pennoyer,  sheriff  Ottawa 

county,  licences,  826  00 

A.  Spencer,  auctioneer  Ionia 

county,  duties  on  gcx)ds,  2  00 

Cashier  Bank  of  Constantine^ 

one  half  year's  tax  on  capital,        6b  93 


3.    J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne 

county,  licenses,  813  60 

Farmers'  bank,  Homer,one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital,  94  30 


146  68 


93  93 


107  80 


9.    6.  D-  Dolan,  auctioneer  Cal- 
houn county,  duties  on  goods,  5  00 

6.  Genesee  county  bank,  one  half 

year's  tax  on  capital,  37  60 

11,    Commercial  bank,St.  Joseph, 

one  half  year's  tax  on  c^[)ital,  37  50 

13.  Bank  of  St.   Clair,  one   half 

year's  tax  on  capital,  117  26 

16.    Merchant's  bank   of  Jackson 

county,  one  half  year's  lax 

on  capital,  49  00 

25»    Wm.  R.  Watson,  auctioneer 

Kalamazoo  county,  duties  on 

goods,  26  00 

Sept.  5.  H.  Pennoyer,  sheriff  Ottawa 

county,  licenses,  45  00 

7.  Internal    improvement   fund— 

this  amount  returned  loaned 
that  fund  under  act  of  legis- 
lature, passed  January  30, 
1838,    .  7,224  84 

14.  Jas.Stil8on,  au'*tioneer  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  g  ods,  31  04 

J.  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroa 
county,  licenses,  65  !^5 


96  29 
18.    O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer  La|j)eer 

county,  taxes,  150 .  00 

24.    A.  B.  Gibson,  for  ten  copies 

revised  laws,  30  00 
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Brought  forward,  $      "    '     # 

Sept26.    M.  V.   Hunter,  sheriff  Ca« 

county,  licenses,  44  75 

Oct   4.     H.  Pennoyor,  sheriff  Ottawa  ^ 

county,  licenses,  10  00 

16.  L.  Rowe,  auctioneer,  Len- 
awee county,  duties  on 
goods,  62  36 

27.    J.  P.  Place,  sheriff  Ionia  coun- 

.  ty,  licenses,  19  OO 

Nov.  15.     J.  Murphey,  sheriff  Allegan 

county,  licenses,  17  00 

13-     T.  Palmer,  merchant's  licenses,  3  87 

Beriah  Brown,  auctioneer  Le- 
nawee county,duty  on  goods,  8  00 
Palmyra  &  Jacksonburgh  rail- 
road company,  to  meet  one 
half  year's  payment  interest 
on  920,000  state  stock,  due 
November  1,  1838.  in  New 
York,                                             700  00 


864  87 

20.   Sheriff  of  Kent  county,  licen- 
ses, 85  67 
H.  Doty,  auctioneer  Wayne 
county,  duties  on  goods,                                      89  76 
22.     A.  B.  Gibson,  sheriff  Jackson 

county,  licenses,  t4  70 

24.     U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale 

county,  licenses,  15  76 

27.  J.  H.  Cobb. auctioneer  Wayne 

county,  duties  on  goods,  62  67 

28.  John  Rodgers,  auctioneer  Ber* 

rien  county,  duties  on  goods,  46  00 

Dec  4.     Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriff  Oak- 
land county,  licenses,  16  28 

A.  B.  Gibson,  sheriff  Jackson 

county,  July  17,  licenses,  619  00 

U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale 

county.  July  25,  licenses,  25  00 


8.     Pedlar's  (ic'onscs,  $14  53 

U.  B-  Couch,  sherilT  IlillsJalc 
county,  .  6  12 


Carried  forward, 
[Sen.  Doc.] 
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Dec.  10.    J.  Harper,  treasurer  Cass  couDty,  150  00 

^    18.    Jas.Stil8on,  auctioneer  Wayne 

^ounty,  duties  on  goods,  920  07 

Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
company,  to  meet  interest 
due  on  8100,000  state  bonds, 
due  January  1,  4,000  00 

4,080  07 

20.    Lapeer  county  treasurer,  bal- 
ance due  from  that  county,  40  00 
31.    L.  H.  Latbrop,  pedlar,  license 
for  year  eighteen  hundred 

and  thirty-eight,  10  00 

31.  Messrs.  Burger  and  .Stevens, 
overpaid  them,  and  refunded 
June  25th,  1838,  51  00 


Total  amount  of  receipts,  0171,999  77 

State  Treasuser's  Office,      ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  \ 

H.  HOWARD,  I^tamrer. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google     — 


96 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS, 


(No.  30 

Quarterly  account  current  with  General  Fund,  year 

1S38. 

DR.     State  of  Michigan  in  general  account  with  Henry  Howards 

Treasurer, 

lb88.       For  warrants  paid  in  favor  of 

the  following  persons,  viz : 
Jan*  1.     To  balance  due  the  treasury  by 
his  overdraft  on  the  Michi- 
gan state  bank, 
Epnphs.  Ransom, 
3.  J  Go<Kiiich, 
^  John  E.  Schwnrz, 

Win.  A.  Fleiclier, 

6-  George  Morcll, 
K.  Pritchetie, 

15.  D.  Houghton, 

16.  John  Beiry, 
E.  Ely, 
John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 

do.  do. 


•15,067  93 

375  00 

12  00 


931  25 
400  00 


939  00 

45  45 

12,491  30 

3,632  94 


431  25 

375  00 

250  00 

6,000  00 


19. 


do. 
do. 
L.  M.  Mason, 


do. 
da 


23.  Michigan  state  bank, 
26.  E.  N.  Bridges, 
C.  C.  Jackson, 

29.  Wm.  Driggs, 

John  Noiion,  jr.  fiscal'agent, 
do.  do. 

Feb.    5.  H.  James, 

8.  K.  Prilchette, 

9.  L.  Van  Nest, 
George  Sedgwick, 

Carried  forward, 


•706  50 

7,403  99 

7  06 

«250  00 
125  00 

$4  00 
401  00 
325  00 

$15  00 
65  00 

16,208  69 


8,117  55 
769  31 


375  00 


730  00 

5  75 

100  00 


80  00 
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SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  37 


(No.  3.) 

Quarterly  account  current  with  General  Fund,  year 

1838. 

Contra  CR. 

1888.  By  the  following  sums  receiv- 
ed from  the  following  per- 
sons, viz : 
Jan.    2.  Prom  Jonas  H.  Titus,  99  IS 

Lemuel  Goodell,  40  30 


49  48 

10.  S.  Durham,  200  00 

11.  U.  B.  Couch,  11  00 

15.  Bank  of  Brest,  76  OO 
Bank  of  Oakland,                            987  50 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank, 

Pontiac,  37  50 

Bank  of  Shiawassee,  37  50       * 

Genesee  county  bank,  37  75 

16.  Bahk  of  Saline,  $75  00 
Bank  of  Coldwater,  75  00 


17.  C.  Bucknam,  $44  37 

Bank  of  Marshall,  75  00 


150  25 
150  00 
119  37 
187  50 

126  00 

22.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  75  00 

23.  Michigan  state  bank,  940,000  00 


Detroit  city  bank,  9150  00 

Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland,  37  50 


18.  Farmers' bank  of  Genesee  county,  $75  00 
E.  W.  Curtiss,  51  00 


Bank  of  Lapeer,  87  50 

Bank  of  Goodrich,  75  00 


40,112  50 


Carried  forward. 
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SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


•230  75 

171  00 

3  00 

11  50 

500 


DR.    StaUofMkhigmingetwralaccQUfUuMHtnryH^ 

Treasurer. 
Brought  forward,  $ 

Feb.  13.  R.  Irish,  7  12 

21.  P.Cowdery,  86  00 

Mar.    1.  Internal  improvement  fund,  7,224  84 

3.  John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
do.  do. 

do.  do. 

do.  do. 

H.  C.  Bunce, 

6.  Robert  Abbott, 
14.  E.  Farnswoth, 
28.  P.Morejr, 

G.  W.  Wisner, 

John  Gallway, 

D.  Pittman, 

Feb.  15.  Thurber,  Haslack  &  Barber, 

(omitted,) 
Mar.   2.  Wm.  F.  Shepard, 

31.  C.  H.  Hooker  &  E.  D.  Lord, 
#  Thomas  J.  Drake, 


•200  00 

163  50 

2  50 

70  00 


•300  00 
40  00 


421  25 

30  00 

375  00 


436  00 

9  19 
6  40 


Balance  as  per  account. 


April  2.  Jno  E.  Schwarz, 
Gov.  Mason, 

3.  George  Morell, 

4.  Epaph.  Ransom, 
John  Forsyth, 
S.  N.  Gantt, 


340  00 

•57,782  27 
12,897  25 

•70,679  52 


•31  25 

500  00 


•375  00 

6  25 

10  63 


7.  H.  Howard, 

11.  Interest  on  9100,000  state  stock,  93,000  00 
E.  Farnsworth,  876  00 


Morse  &  Brother, 
C.  J.  Walker, 

Carried  forward, 


•36  05 
300 


531  25 
375  00 


39188 
125  00 


3,375  00 
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SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


99 


Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward, 
Jaa  24.  Bank  of  St  Clair, 
27.  O.  B.  Hart, 

29.  L.  Van  De  Walker, 
Treasurer  Hillsdale  county, 
J.  H.  Cobb, 

30.  Gov.  Mason, 

Feb.    2.  Merchants' bank  of  Jackson  CO. 
Wayne  county  bank, 

5.    Lemuel  Goodell, 
6.  H.  N.  Munson, 
A.  B.  Gibson, 
Saginaw  city  bank, 

8.  O.  Russ, 

9.  J.  L.  Wendell, 
J.  B.  Stewart, 
S.  R.  Smith, 

12.  U.  B.  Couch, 

18.  Geo.  W.  Hoffman, 
T  P.  Sheldon, 

E.  A.  Trumbull, 

14.  Amos  Adams, 
16.  Peter  Morey, 

19.  D.  B.  Warren, 

21.  H.  N.  Munson, 

22.  D.  Page, 

23.  H.  H.  Cooledge, 
27.  Bank  of  Allegan, 

J.  P.  Le  Roy, 

Mar.    3.  T.  P.  Sheldon, 
R.  C.  Paine, 

8.  D.  Pace^ 
Liemuel  Goodell, 

9.   U.  B.  Couch, 
10,   Bank  of  Constantine, 

Carried  forward. 


93  05 

82  09 

#314  06 

05  00 

67  86 

446  92 

600  00 

•49  00 

75  00 

124  00 
879  81 

$124  00 

150  00 

75  00 

849  00 

800  00 

•525  00 

44  52 

39  00 

608  62 
55  00 

•8  65 

250  00 

30  00 

288  65 
200  00 

600  00 

49  22 

476  00 

800  00 

10  00 

•76  00 

2,010  00 

:%085  00 

•66  00 

1,172  00 

1,237  00 

•98  00 

881  68 

474  68 
86  00 

60  00 

Digitized  by 


Google 


40 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


DR.    State  of  Midagan  in  general  account  with  Henry  JBowardf 

Treasurer. 

Brought  forwardt 
April  il.  Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  WOO,  $375, 
Jno.  S.  Bagg, 
S.  McKnight, 

Jno.  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
O.  Marsh, 

Interest  on  Palmyra  and  Jack- 
sonburgh  railroad  company, 
H*  A.  Mansfield, 

18.   Jno.  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

do  do 

20.  Mason  &  Porter, 

21.  Jno.  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 

do  do 

do  do 

E.  J.  Roberts, 

22.  Thomas  Fitzgerald, 
24.   John  Davis, 

A.  Fuller, 


25. 


26. 

27. 

28. 

May  4. 


John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

«8,  96,  935, 
Bethuel  Farrand, 

John  Gibson, 

Lemuel  Goodell, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agpnt, 

Michigan  state  bank. 

Interest  on  same. 


A.  Felch, 
11.   Field  &Burch, 

K.  Pritchette, 

H.  B.  Webster, 

John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 
do  do 

do  do 

do  do 


Carried  forward, 


•       • 

775  00 

5,000  00 

114  79 

22^79  60 

291  00 

k 

350  00 

30  00 

28,899  34 

•8,250  51 

1,399  50 

326  00 

947  81 

1,123  26 

12,047  08 

15  00 

•150  17 

888  00 

307  87 

270  00 

i,616  04 

312  50 

•2  62 

3  00 

5  62 

•49  00 

800  00 

849  00 
120  50 

41  00 

454  19 

•40,000  00 

825  00 

40,825  00 
312  50 

•40  00 

312  50 

42  95 

282  94 

93  00 

46  43 

13  68 

831  50 
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SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 
Contra  CR. 


41 


Brought  forward, 
Mar.  12.    M.  Preston, 
J,  Harper, 

13.   A.  V.  Sill, 
P.  P.  Ferry, 
Jno.  Rogers, 
Mr-  Freeland, 

16.  6.  Spencer, 
Lemuel  Goodell, 
B.  F.  H.  Wilherell, 

17.  H.  N.  Munson, 

19.  Joshua  Bangs, 
James  Stilson, 

20.  Bank  of  Clinton, 
H.  Doty. 


•3,149  00 
790  00 


4^640  00 

2,562  86 

45  15 

35  15 

•10,705  69 

1,075  00 

39  00 


•40  00 
2  70 

•100  00 
27  57 


3,939  00 


3,283  16 


11,819  69 
200  00 


42  70 


127  57 

22.  Bank  of  Utica, 

37  50 

27.  Bank  of  ypsilanti, 

250  00 

30.   A.  Longstreet, 

■ 

79  00 

f  70,679  62 

April  1.  By  balance, 

12,897  25 

6.    Lemuel  Goodell, 

164  15 

7.   Huron  river  bank, 

75  00 

9.   J.  Orr, 

mo  80 

J.  L.  Wendell, 

79  86 

Lewis  Reed, 

102  00 

242  66 

14.  Palmyra  &  Jacksonburgh  rail- 

road company, 

350  00 

17.   U.B.  Couch, 

31  00 

20.   H.  Chamberlin, 

200  00 

21.   C.  Buckman, 

691  37 

24.   Fowler  Preston, 

525  00 

25.    R.C.  Paine, 

9509  50 

H.  C.  Goodrich, 

182  00 

691  50 

480  00 

27.   J.  H.  Cleveland, 

30.   J.  H.  Cobb, 

34  28 

Carried  forwa  rd, 
[Sen.Doc.1  6 
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48  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    Stale  of  Michigan  in  general  account  wUh  Henry  Bmoard, 

Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  $ 

Mayl6,  A.  Chandler,  each,  •42,  9154, 
18.   John  Norton,  jr.,  fiscal  agent, 

20.  Robert  Abbott, 
Messrs.  Dunbar, 

21.  John  Paschall, 
John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
R.  Stoddard. 

23.  George  Clark, 

John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agen^ 

31.  do  do 

June  8.   C.  C  Douglass, 
B.  Hubbard, 
Wm.  P.  Smith, 
D.  Houghton, 
Obd.  Lacy, 
Z.  Mason, 

13.  Contingent  fund, 

14.  John  Norton  jr.  fiscal  agent, 

15.  R.  Manning, 

16.  A.  Sager, 
John  Wright, 
Geo.  H.  Bull, 
A.  M.  Gould, 

21.  Richard  Partridge, 

22.  John  Mulholland, 

29.  Edward  Mundy, 
Collins,  Keese  &  Co. 

30.  Epaphs.  Ransom, 
U.  Howard, 
J.  Pierce,  May  19, 

Balance, 


July  2.  Geo.  Morell, 

John  E.  Schwarz, 

Carried  forward, 


196  00 

109  62 

•25  00 

36  00 

• 

61  00 

8  60 

18  80 

5  00 

22  96 

$00  00 

159  60 

249  60 
821  00 

«200  00 

200  00 

250  00 

500  00 

20  00 

20  50 

1,190  50 

2,000  00 

97  00 

250  00 

•875  00 

875  00 

200  00 

19  50 

969  50 

12  00 

36  00 

666  00 

488  46 

•875  00 

125  00 

12  00 

512  00 

2,087  85 

•100,345  79 

•375  00 ~ 

31  25 
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SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


IS 


Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward, 
May  4.   Tnternal  improvement  fund, 
Wm.  Tompkins, 

10.  U.  B,  Couch, 
R.  O.  Cooley, 

11.  Sheriff  Kalamazoo, 
"^  12.   Jofihua  Bangs, 

E.  A.  Trumbull, 
P.  P.  Ferry, 
Lemuel  Goodell, 

15.  M,  V.  Hunter, 
17.   Josiah  Price, 
M.  Winslow, 


19. 


R.  C.  Paine, 
John  Murphy, 
do        do 


28.   L.  Van  De  Walker, 
Jone  9.  H.  C.  Goodrich, 
J.  Harper, 

11.   F.Preston, 
J.  Stilson, 

20.  Burger  &  Stevens, 
30.  Overcharge  v^arrant.  May  14, 
do  do  21, 


July   1.  By  balance, 

7.  Joseph  Harper, 

10.  A.  V.  Sill, 

11.  H.  Doty, 

14.  E.  N.  Davenport, 
A.  V.  Sill, 

16.  Bank  of  Goodrich, 
20.  Lemuel  Groodell, 
J.  L.  Wendell, 

Carried  forward. 


•46  00 
1,605  00 


80,000  00 
115  00 


•68  00 
403  11 
251  08 
260  80 


1,111  00 
314  00 


•125  25 
376  00 

982  99 
162  00 

500  25 
118  00 

69  00 
36  50 

405  15 
98  OS 

$10  00 
69  00  , 

•195  16 
210  00 

•70  00 
28  08 

62 

9 

61  00 
71 

•100.845  79 

2,087  36 

183  66 

152  00 

80  41 

•74  00 

10  00 

84  00 
76  00 

77  29 

40  61 
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44  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    State  of  Michigan  ingenercl  account  with  Henry  Howard, 

Treasurer. 


Brought  forward, 

••              • 

July    2.  Stephen  Rives, 

3  13 

-^ — 

409  38 

8.   Gov.  Mason, 

•500  00 

Robert  Abbott, 

25  00 

525  00 
48  16 

5.   John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal 

agent,  •?  16,«4i  00, 

6.    Wm.  A.  Fletcher, 

»400  00 

E.  Farnsworth, 

375  00 

Jno.  Norton,  jr.  fiscal 

agent, 

577  17 

0.  D.  Richardson, 

25  00 

1,377  17 

13.   John  Norton  jr.  fiscal 
17.   l^aylor,  Smith  and  Be 

agent 

75  00 

innelt,  each  812, 

36  00 

20.    H.Gilbert, 

3  00 

23.    R.  Abbott, 

80  00 

25.   do        do 

75  00 

Aug.  3.   E.  J.  Roberts, 

«270  00 

E.  B.  Harrington, 

540  00 

SIO  00 

6.    Thomas  Fitzgerald, 

ox v    w 

267  35 

10.   A.  Felch, 

•312  50 

K.  Pritchette, 

312  50 

R.  Manning, 

250  00 

A75  00 

11.    W.  T.  House, 

14  00 

13.   J.  P.  Richardson^ 

•i  50 

R.  R.  Billings, 

3  50 

^  00 

14.   S.  Poupard, 

7  52 

16.   T.Emerson, 

12  00 

R.  W.  Ingalls, 

3  00 

18.  R.  Abbott, 

25*00 

21.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal 

agent, 

25  47 

J.  D.  Pierce, 

760  00 

29.    John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal 

agent, 

•55  61 

J.  R.  Bowman, 

15  00 

70  61 

Sept.  1.   S.  W.  Higgins, 

250  00 

4,   B.  Hubbard, 

•200  00 

C.  C.  Douglass, 

200  00 

W.  P.  Smith, 

226  00 

Carried  forward. 

•             • 

Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


4» 


Contra  CR. 


Brought  forward, 
July 24.    J.P.King, 

Bank  of  Marshall, 
Bank  of  Singapore, 
# 
Aug.   2.   H.  Pennoyer, 
A.  Spencer, 
Consiantine  bank, 


8. 


9. 


J.  H.  Cobb, 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Homer, 


»26  00 

2  00 

65  08 

•13  50 
04  30 


11. 

16. 
25. 
Sept.  4 


G.  Dunbar, 

Genesee  county  bank. 

Commercial  bank  St.  Joseph, 

Bank  of  St.  Clair, 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  county, 

Wm.  R.  Watson, 

H.  Pennoyer, 
7.  Internal  improvement  fund, 
14.   James  Stilson,  31  04 

14.  J.  L.  Wendell,  65  25 


18.   a  B.  Hart, 
24.    A.  B.  Gibson, 

do       do   July  17, 1838, 
U.  B.  Couch,  July  25,  1838, 

Aug.  9.  G.  Dunbar, 

18.  Genesee  county  bank, 


Oct.    1. 
Nov.  13. 


B 


By  balance, 
M.  V.  Hunter, 
H.  Pennoyer, 
L.  Rowe, 
J.  P.  Place, 
J.  Murphy, 
T.  Palmer, 
Beriah  Brown, 

Palmyra  &  Jacksonburgh  rail- 
road company. 


•19  00 
25  00 


146  68 


98  98 


107  80 

5  00 

87  50 

87  50 

117-26 

49  00 

26  00 

45  00 

7,224  84 


96  29 

150  00 

80  00 


•44  75 
10  00 
62  25 
19  00 
17  00 
8  87 
8  00 

700  00 


44  00 

5  00 

87  50 

•10,981  02 
8,051  28 


864  87 


Carried  forward, 
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46  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    State  of  Michigan  ingenend  aceauta  with  Henry  Howard, 

Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  •              •               - 

Sept.   4.  D.  Houghton,  ^  (^     ^^^^  ^ 

7.  R.  Abbott,  '260  00 

8.  G.  H.  Bull,  aOO  00 

10.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  227  96 

11.  KB.  Harrington,  174  00 
14.   Pease,  Chester  &  Co.,  2  76 

19.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  36  81 

20.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  ^IS  81 
Randolph  Manning,  100  W 

24.  N.H.Hart,  on.?  o« 

30.   Balance,  3»061  28 


610,931  02 


Nov.  13.  John  Wright,  •876  00 

-    H.  Howard,  150  00 

J.  D.  Pierce,  375  00 

S.  T.  Mason,  500  00 

Gea  Morell,  376  00 

R.  Abbott,  1«6  66 

A.  Sager,  876  00 

Ephs.  Ransom,  375  00 

John  E.  Schwarz,  31  26 

Randolph  Manning,  246  20 

Alonzo  Bennett,    '  18  00 
Manhattan  bank,  interest  on  stock,  700  00 

D.V.Bell,  312  50 

P.  Raymond,  8  16 

N.  Nash,  7  60 

K-Prilchctte,  812  60 

E.  Farnsworth,  375  00 

Interest  on  » 1 00,000  state  stock,  #3,000  00 

do            20,000  do.  do.  3  mos.  300  00 


4,702  77 


8,300  00 


16.    A.  Felch,  312  60 

16.   John  Burch,  8  00 

20.   S.  T.  King,  tO  62 

L.  Van  De  Walker,  over  credit 
this  amount,  314  00 


323  62 


Carried  forward, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  At 


Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward, 

• 

Nov^O. 

SherifTof  Kent  county, 

35  5^ 

21. 

H.  Doly, 

-   89  75 

22. 

A.  B.  Gibson, 

24  79 

84. 

U.  B.  Couch, 

15  75 

27. 

J.  H.  Cobb, 

■" 

52  67 

28. 

Jno.  Rogers, 

46  00 

Dec  4. 

Caleb  Bucknam, 

15  23 

8. 

Pedlars'  licenses, 

•14  5a 

U.  B.  Couch, 

0  12 

20  65 

10. 

J.  Harper, 

150  00 

18. 

Pontiac  railroad,  company. 

•4,000  00 

J.  Stilson, 

20  67 

4,020  67 

22. 

Overcharge  Sept  10,  on  warrant  to  J.Nor- 

ton, jr. 

20 

29. 

Treasurer  Lapeer  county, 

46  80 

Carried  forward. 
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544  88 


4B  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.    State  of  Michigan  in  general  account  toith  Henry  Howard, 

Treasurer. 
Brought  forward,  f 

Nov.21.    John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,         #538  82 
B.  Mercer,  5  56 

Dec  8.  C.  C.  Douglass,  "                200  00 

B.  Hubbard,  200  00 

D.  Houghton,  500  00 

G.  H.  Bull.  200  00 

Jno.  Wright,  375  00 

A.  Sager,  376  00 

Jno.  T.  Blois,  460  00 

2,300  00 

7.  S.  R.  Wood,  '''3  00 

8.  O.  H.  Hart,  10  00 
A.  Parsons,  15  00 
J.  P.  King,  16  50 

14.  Robert  Abbott,  »50  00 

Manhattan  bank,inton»100,000,  4,000  00 


15.  Robert  T.  Elliott,  »86  20 

L.  W.  Bebee,  39  00 

18.  J.  P.  0.  Emmons,  «200  00 

L.  W.  Bebee,  13  00 


41  50 
4,050  00 
125  20 
213  00 


20.  S.  W.  Higgins,  Dec.  1,  250  00 

24.  Int.  on  penitentiary  state  stock,  600  00 

26.  C.  C.  Jackson,  •125  00 

R.  P.  Eldredge,  4  25 

Treasurer  Lapeer  county,  218  00 

347  25 

28.  Thomas  YouhiU,  250  00 

31.  Gov.  Mason,  tSOO  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  400  00 

Geo.  Morell,  375  00 

E.  Farnsworth,  376  00 

E.  Ransom,  375  00 

H.  Howard,  200  00 

R.  Abbott,  250  00 

J.  E.  Schwarz,  31  25 

2,506  25 

» 19.947  47 

81.  To  balance,  •11,558  24 

State  Trbasdbcr's  Ofhcb,  ) 

Detrmt,  Dec.  31, 1838.      \   H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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Centra  CR. 

Brought  forward,  $ 

t)ec  31.   L.  H.  Lathrop,  10  00 

Balance)  11,553  24 


[Sen.  i)oc/) 


•19.947  47 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  si^i!^ATfi  mcumm^^ 


(No.  4.) 

An  account  current  with  the  Sinking  Fund,  year 

1838. 

DR.    Sinking  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  Howard^  Treasurer. 

1838. 

June  18.  To  Cash  remitted  cashier  Phoenix  bank, 
N.  Y.  lo  nneet  hnlf  yearly  iuslalment 
of  interest  due  July  1,  1838,  on  «200,- 
000  iMicJiigan  stiite  slock  sold  O.  New- 
berry, at  6  |)er  cent  per  annum,  is  96,000  00 

Dec.  31.  Paid   halfyeai-^s  instalment  interest  on 
•200,000  state  stock  issued  O.  New- 
berry, part  of  the  five  million  loao,  6,000  00 
Balance,                                                         80,562  45 


•92,562  45 
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Contra  CR, 
1S38. 
Jan'y  6.  By  cash  of  H.  K.  Sanger, 
cashier  bank  of  Michigan,  6 
per  cent  premium  on  Gov. 
Mason's  draft  on  New  York 
for  860,000,  93,600  00 

Cash  received  of  Jno.  Norton, 
jr.,  cashier  of  the  Michigan 
state  bank,  6  per  cent  premi- 
um, on  Gov.  Mason's  draft 
for  •OO.OOO  on  New  York,     3,600  00 

Cash  received  of  Michigan 
state  bank,  balance  of  inter- 
est on  internal  improvement 
fund,  up  to  Jan'y  1, 1838,      6,255  05 


61 


Cash  as  follows :  received  of 
A.  T.  Hall  and  Thomas 
Clark,  collectors  of  tolls  on 
the  central  railroad,  at 
Detroit  and  YpsiJanti,  viz  ; 


•13,435  05 


ftlay  31,  Of  Amos  T.  HaH,  Detroit, 
Juiie   6.             do               do 

8,  Thomas  Clark,  Ypsilanti, 
ja  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

•1,143  24 
1,620  03 

S.869  03 
1^80  94 
1,246  09 

2,764  17 

«,328  79 
1,038  00 
1,491  21 
1.041  8? 
1,014  69 

2,006  40 

1,727  58 

1,491  77 
502  98 

80,          do 
A.  T.  Hall, 

$1,206  30 
1,122  43 

28.  do 

29.  Thomas  Clark, 
July    4.        do    do 

5.  A.  T.  Hall, 
11.      do    do 
Thos.  Clark, 

#928  82 
1,0T7  08 

18.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

•865  49 
862  09 

25.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

•T72  n 
719  00 

Aug.  3.  A.  T.  Hall, 

Carried  forward. 
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Contra  Cft. 

Brought  forward, 

Aug.  8.  A.  T.  Hall,  $668  73 

Thos.  Clark,  563  29 

do      do  912  56 


J5.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

«736  91 
824  50 

1,561  41 

1,568  46 
678  95 
824  24 

1,775  10 

Q  1QO    9tt 

29.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

9722  51 
845  95 

«9.  A.  T.  Hall, 
81.  Thos.  Clark, 
Sept  5.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

9800  85 
974  25 

12.  A.  T.  Hall, 
Thos.  Clark, 

• 

#1,116  79 
1,082  57 

19.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  New- 
berry, helDg'  balance  of  in* 
terest   on    $200,000    state 
bonds  up  to  July  1,  1838,      2,250  00 
Six  per  cent  premium  on  do.    12,000  00 
Interest  on  $50,000  from  July 

1,  675  00 

Nov.  13.  The  following  sums  received 
of  Clark  and  Hall,  collectors 
of  tolls  on  central  raihoad  : 
A.  T.  Hall, 


homa 

s  Clark, 

91,234  07 

do 

do 

1,010  38 

do 

do 

1,435  30 

do 

do 

1,469  57 

do 

do 

1,488  99 

do 

do 

1,577  53 

do 

do 

1,966  54 

do 

do 

1,358  95 

3ept.26. 


Cash  received  (^  A.  T.  Hall, 
from  September  26  to  Nov. 
7,  inclusive,  the  fallowing 
sums  : 

$1,136  83 


1,105  98 


11,541  33 


Cariied  forward, 
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Contra  CR. 

Brought  forward, 

• 

$ 

• 

Oct     9. 

1,234  28 

17. 

1,087  36 

9. 

1,280  92 

24. 

1,304  00 

Nov.   1. 

1.348  66 

7. 

1,066  54 

8,456  50 

15.  Of  Thos.  Clark, 

1,314  21 

16.  Amos  T.Hall, 

1,097  86 

21.        do        do 

869  00 

22.  Thomas  Clark, 

1,299  71 

Of  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  interest 

on  money  deposited  in  that 

bank.' 

306  00 

28,  Of  A.  T.  Hall, 

911  95 

29.  Thomas  Clark, 

961  68 

Dec.    6.      do        do 

1,117  64 

A.  T.  Hall, 

615  33 

1,732  97 

11.      do        do 

663  63 

13.  Thomas  Clark, 

978  32 

90.      do        do 

603  70 

A.  T.  HalJ, 

872  21 

965  91 

26.      do        do 

416  69 

July  18.  Add  error, 

•100 

00 

do      do 

09 

Thomas  Clark, 

326  66 

Add 


Dec.  31.  By  balance  of  account*- 
Statb  TitBAsni^fl^s  Ofucb,  ) 
Iktroit,  Dee.  31, 1838.      \ 


•77,432  46 
16,130  00 

•93,562  46 

•80,562  46 


IL  HOWARD,  Hvamrer. 
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56  SENATE  DOCUMENib. 


(No-  5.) 

An  account  current  with  the  Contingent  Fund,  yeaf 

1838. 

DR.  Ccmtingent  FuTid  in  account  with  Henry  Howard^Tre^ 

1838. 

Jan.   6.    To  paid  S.   McKnight's  ac* 

countt  postage,  #801  39 

17.  Detroit    iron  company's    ac- 
count, letter  press  for  secre« 

tary  of  state's  office,  100  00 

Peb.  15.  Dr.  Spring's  account,  expenses 
transporting  state  bonds  to 

New- York,  80  00 

Mar.   4.  Robert  Abbott's  account,  wood 

for  office,  27  50 

10.  P.  Morey,  Attorney  General's 

account,  123  00 

April  18.  S.  McKnight's  account,postan:e,  102  79 

Mar.  13.  P.   Morey,  attorney  general's 

account,  131  75 

25.  Burger  &  Stevens'  account,  #47  38 

Geo.  Coombs'  account,  19  43 

66  81 

June  30.  Detroit  hydraulic  account,  15  QO 

July  7.   S.  McKnight's  post  office  ac- 
count, 69  42 
17.  Jno.  Greenfield's  account,  pur- 
suing and  apprehending  fu- 
gitives from  justice, 
Aug.   3.  Morse  &  Brother's  account, 
15.  C.  Clark's  account, 
29.  Burner  nnd  Stevens'  account, 
Sep.  8.    R.  Manning's  account, 
George  Beatty's  account, 

19.  J.  A.  Armstrong's  account, 
Dec   7.  L.  Bebee's  account, 

17.  S.McKnight's  postage  account, 
executive  office, 
S.McKnight's  postage  account, 
secretary  of  state's  office, 
SI.  Balance, 


200  00 

12  25 

200 

12  00 

•15  S7 

60  00 

75  3t 

175  00 

800 

174  13 

55  37 

1,022  16 
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SENATE  DOCUMENT&  57 

1887,  Contra  CR. 

Dec.  31,  By  balance  on  hand  this  day,  j|753  94 

1838* 

June  19,  This  amount  appropriated  by 

act  23d  March,  1837,  2,000  00 


•2,753  94 


jDec.  81.  By  balance,  411,022  16 

Statb  Tullsurer's  Offict,  ) 
IhkvU,  December  31,  1636.  { 

H.  HOWARD,  IWoftim-. 


[Sea.  Doc.]  8 
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58  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 


(No.  6.) 

An   account   current  with  the  Penitentiary  Fund, 
"     year  1838. 

DR.      Penitentiary  Fund,  in  account  with  Henry  Howard, 

Treeuurer. 

1838. 

May  9.   To  paid  warrant  from  Benjamin 

Porter,  commissioner,  95,000  00 

June  22.     do.    da    A.  B.  Gibson,  do,                         1,500  00 

July  20.    da                    do.  8,400  00 

Aug.  17.  B.  Porter,  commissioner,  5,000  00 

Nov.  13.  A.  B.  Gibson,  053  34 

920,853  34 


(No.  7.) 

Account  current  with  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh 
Raihoad  Company,  1838. 

DR.     Yj}silanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company  tn  account  unth 
Henry  Howard^  Treasurer. 

1838. 

Sep.  18.  To  amount  paid  S.  Blanchard, 
president  and  authorized  ar- 
gent of  the  company,  as  per 
warrant  and  his  receipt,  960,000  00 

•60,000  00 
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SENATE  DCX;UMENT&  59 

183S.  Coxdra  CR. 

June  29.  By  this  amount  state  bonds 
issued  April  1st,  1838,  in 
pursuance  c/  an  act  of  the 
legislature,  approved  Marr»- 
22.   1838,    auftjoris''  -* 

building  ofsl^-  -og  the 
Three  n^"  -^^  pcniteniiary,  820,0UU  w 
^  '  „i  cent  premium  re- 
ceived on  sale  of  same,  600  00 
Seventy-six  days'  interest,  from 
April  1  to  June  15,  1838, 
six  per  cent,                                 253  34 

80853  34 


State  Treasurbb's  Office,  )  $20,853  34 

Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  \ 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


1838.  Contra  CR. 

Aug.    6.  By  this  amount  received  from 

sale  of  state  stocks,  50,000  00 

11.        do  do  10,000  00 


State  TREAsmstER^s  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  ) 


•60,000  00 
H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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(No.  a) 

Account  with  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  Railroad 
Company,  1838. 

CR.    Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company  in  account  vnih 
Henry  Howard^  Treasurer. 

1888. 

Aag.  6.  By  amount  received  from  sale 

of  state  stockfl^  JIM^OOO  00 

Aug.  11.  From  sale  of  state  stocks,  10»000  00 

On  hand,  •60,000  00 

Stats  Treasvksr's  Qi^cb,  ) 
Detrmt,  December  31,  1838; ) 

a  HOWARD^  Thmurer. 
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(No.  9.) 

A  statement  of  Bank  Fund,  year  183S. 

DRt    H.  Howca^d^  Treasurer^  in  account  with  Bank  Fund* 
1837. 

Dec  31.  To  balaocGon  hand  this  day,  9145  14 

1838. 

Jaa.  15*  Cash  received  of  bank  of  Oak- 
land, 924  09 
Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank 

of  Pontine,  1  23 

Genesee  county  bank,  1  70 

Bank  of  Brest,  75  00 


16.  BankofSah'ne,  12  7> 
Bank  of  Coldwater,  9,  qq 

17.  Bank  of  Marshall,  27  94 
Detroit  city  bank,  4  lo 
Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland,  1  23 


10199 
2174 

33  27 


23.  Bank  of  Lapeer,  5  13 
Bank  of  Goodrich,                               8  65 

13  78 

24.  Bank  of  St.  Clair,  I43  28 
Feb.    2.  Wayne  county  bank,                  .  7  80 

5.  Saginaw  city  bank,  2  05 

Mar.  22.  Bank  of  Utica,  23  21 

10.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  150  00 

26.  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  414  38 

Farmers'  bank  of  Horner^  188  92 


^ 603  30 

April   6.  BankofCoDstantine,  65  83 

•1^11  98 
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1838.  Contra  CR. 

Jan.  13.  By  cash  paid  J.  M.  Burger, 
printing  bonds  and  mortga- 
ges for  use  of  ihe  bank  com- 
missioners, 51  00 

Pue  the  bank  fund,  '    •  1,200  38 
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(No- 10.) 

An  account  current  with  the  Internal  Improvement 
Fund,  year  1838. 

DR.     Internal  Improvement  Fund    in  account  vnth  Henry 
Howard^  Treasurer, 

1838. 

For  paying  the  following  warrants,  viz : 
Jatfy  4.  To  A.  H.  Adams,  #167  85 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commb.  50,000  00 


8.  Justus  Burdick,      do  do  267  00 

D.  C.  McKinslry,  do  do  267  00 

19.  Jno.  M.  Barbour,   do  do  285  00 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  do  do  24,187  84 


50,167  85 
534  00 
24,472  34 


23.  James  B.  Hunt,      do        do  30,000  00 

26.  Gardner  D.  Williams,        do  *  189  00 

FeVy  9.  D.  C.  McKinstry,  acting    do  3,611  62 

21.  Hart  L.  Stewart,    do        do  309  00 

Mar.   1.  L.  S.  Humphrey,   do        do        2,224  84 
Jas.  B.  Hunt,  do        do        6,000  00 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  100  60 

7,325  44 

9.  L.  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com.  10,000  00 

26.  Theo.  Romeyn,  #10,000  00 

do        do  1,800  00 


11,800  00 

28.  J.  L.  King,  25  75 

31.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  7,800  00 

April  4.  Joshua  Howard,  400  00 

A.  H.  Adams,  6  00 

406  00 

7.  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commis.  20,000  00 

19.  D.  C.  McKinstry,  two  warrants,  372  96 

20.  Sheldon  McKnight,  22  73  ^ 
H.  L.  Stewart,  commissioner,         330  00 
James  B.  Hunt,  acting  do.         30,000  00 

Carried  forward,  •  • 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  66 

Contra  CR. 
1837. 
Dec.  31.  By  cash  on  hand  this  day,  •80,543  55 

1838. 
Jan'y  1.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  Newberry  on 
his    contract  with  Gov.  Mason   for 
•500,000  of  the  five  million  loan,  30,000  00 

6.  Grov.  Mason's  draft  on  Jno. 
Delafield,  New  York,  favor 
of  H.  K.  Sanger,  cashier  of 
bank  of  Michigan,  on  acc't 
five  nnillion  loan,  $60,000  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  John 
Delafield,  New  York,  favor 
of  John  Norton,  jr.  cashier 
Michigan  state  bank,  90,000  00 


150,000  00 

Febr'y  6.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  New- 
berry, on  his  contract,  81,000  00 
23.            do        do        do                                  50,000  00 

March  1.  Cash  received  of  general  fund  loaned  to 
this  fund  by  act  of  legislature,  approv- 
ed January  30,  1838,  7,824  84 

May  19.  Cash  received  of  Gov.  Mason,  deposite 
made  in  City  bank.  New  York,  to  the 
credit  of  Michigan  state  bank,  on  acc't 
of  five  million  loan,  80,000  00 

Aug.    1.  Gov.  Mason  five  several  drafts  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  at 
90  days'  date,  favor  Jno.  Norton,  jr. 
cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  viz  : 
One  draft  for  ^    825,000  00 

do        do  '     50,000  00 

do        do  75,000  00 

do         do  50,000  00 

do        do  50,000  00 

250,000  00 

Deduct  the  following : 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Al- 
legan and  Marshall  railroad 
company,  50,000  00 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Yp- 
silanti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road compan},    50,000  00  100,000  00 


150,000  00 


Carried  forward, 
[Sen.    Doc.] 
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66  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

DR.      Internal   Improvement   Fund  in  account  with  Henry 
Howard,  Treasurer, 
Brought  forward,  t  f 

pril  20.  Justus  Burdick,  commissioner,        273  17 
A.  H.  Adams,  100  00 

Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  com^  20,000  00 
D.  C.  McKinstry,     do       do        981  15 

61,707  05 

28.  Doi^Iass  Houghton,  Geologist,  1,500  00 

May    4.  H.  Howard,  Treasurer,  to  cre- 
dit of  general  fund,  80,000  00 
12.  Horace  Healh,                              9570  00 
L.  W.  Osgood,                                  60  00 
John  Gilbert,                                  774  09 

1,394  09 
Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  6,000  00 

16.  Jason  C.  Gilbert, 
Marcus  Lane, 
Royal  Ballow, 

130  12 
18.  Benjn.  L.  King,  75  00 

20.  Edwin  H.  Lothrop, 
William  Steers, 

1,004  00 

21.  John  Van  Fossen,  60  00 

22.  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis.,   95,000  00 
Jacob  Dix, 

23.  J.  M.  Hume, 
D.  Thompson, 
John  Norton,  jr. 

26.  James  M.  Wightman, 
Benjamin  Cotton, 
Samuel  C.  Dix, 
Jno.  Knider, 

23.  Samuel  Torbet, 
Lewis  C.  Mills, 
Hosea  Gage, 
May  23.  Samuel  Sims, 


950  12 
10  00 
70  00 

91,000  00 
4  00 

95,000  00 
2  00 

95  00 

18  00 

307  80 

96  00 

5  00 

2  00 

20  00 

915  00 

70  00 

7«  72 

159  56 

June    2.  P.  0.  Whitman,  9148  65 

Chas.  Noble,  332  52 


5,002  00 


330  80 


32  00 


321  2S 


Carried  forward. 
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Contra  CR, 

Brought  forward,  f 

Aug.  11.  Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  the  Mor^ 

ris  canal  and  banking  com- 

V  pany  at  90  days'  date  from 

Sept.  1,  1838,  payment  due 

thatday  on  contract  with  the 

state  five  million  loan,         (^lOO^OOO  00 

Deduct  the  following : 

Placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Alle- 
gan and  Marshall  railroad 
company,        910,000, 

Placed  to  the  credit 
of  the  Ypsilan- 
ti  &  Tecumseh 
railroad  compa- 
ny, 10.000   . 

20,000  00 

To  the  credit  of  the  internal  improve- 
ment fund,  80,000  00 
Sept  18,  United  States  treasury  draft  on  the  bank 
of  America,  New  York,  being  5  per 
cent  on  the  sale  of  government  lands 
in  this  state  for  the  3d  and  4th  quar- 
ters of  the  year  1837,  and  1st  quarter 
of  the  year  1838,  4,994  96 

Gov.  Mason's  four  several  drafts  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company  favor 
John  Norton,  jr.  cashier  Michigan  state 
bank,  at  90  days  date,  Oct.  1,  1838,  for 
the  sum  of  4(25,000  each,  being  in  full  of 
instalment  due  from  said  company  on 
Oct.  1,  contract  with  the  state  for  five 
million  loan.  100,000  00 

19.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  Newberry,  being 
in  full  of  $200,000  state  bonds  retained 
by  him  on  his  contract  with  the  state  for 
•500,000  of  the  five  million  loan,  39,000  00 

Nov.  13.  Gov.  Mason's  five  several  drafts  on  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company  fa- 
vor Michigan  state  bank  at  ninety  days' 
date  from  Nov.  1,  1838,  being  in  full  of 
instalment  due  from  said  company  on 
Nov.  1,  on  contract  with  the  state  for 
five  million  loan,  100,000  00 
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DR.     Internal   Improvement    Fund  in  account  with  Henry 
Howard,  Treasurer. 
Brought  forward,  •  • 

June  2.  MarkNorris,  295  08 


4.  Charles  Davis, 
Titus  Dort, 


•100  00 
22  50 


7.  D.  C,  McKinstry,  $5,833  20 

Lansing    B.    Mizner,    acting 

commissioner,  5,000  00 


9.  Jolin  R.  WiHiaras, 
11.  Wm.  Wood  bridge, 
J.  &  R.  Geddes, 


•90  00 

80  88 


15.  Samuel  Knickerbocker, 
22.  Wm.  F.  Sheldon, 
26.  Burger  &  Stevens, 

28.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.     $5,000  00 

do         do         do         do  7,500  00 

Edwin  H.  Lothrop,        do  352  10 


July    3.  Stevens  T.  Mason, 
A.  T.  Hall, 

5.  Gideon  Paull, 
J.  N.  Horner, 
Ezra  A.  Lay, 


•427  00 
27  00 

•22  50 
45  00 
80  18 


6.  Rix  Robinson,  acting  commis.,    •5,000  00 
James  B.  Hunt,   do        do  5,000  00 


7.  Robert  Abbott, 
Jacob  Emerick, 
Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.» 


•100  00 

195  90 

5,000  00 


776  26 


122  50 


10,833  20 
32  50 


170  88 
70  00 

248  56 
49  75 


12,852  10 
454  00 

147  68 
10,000  00 

5,295  90 


13.  Charles  Harrison, 
John  Down, 
Hiram  Alden, 

•32  14 

5  00 

104  17 

i41  31 

10  00 

149  66 

20,000  00 

14.  John  Flynn, 

25.  James  Loomis, 

26.  Levi    S.    Humphrey,  acting 

commissioner,  four  warrants. 
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69 


Contra  CR. 

Brouf![ht  forward, 
June  13.  By  bills  of  Morris  canal  and 
banking,  part  of  five  million 
loan, 
Dec  11.  Gov.  Mason's  ten  several  drafts 
on  the  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing, favor  of  Michigan  slate 
bank,  at  ninety  days'  date, 
from  December,  1838,  in  full 
of  payment  due  at  that  date 
on  Michigan  state  loan, 

The  following  accounts  paid 
out  of  the  principal  of  this 
fund,  and  received  of  Gov. 
Mason  as  cash,  viz : 

Prime,  Ward  &  King's  ac- 
count, 

John  Delafield's  account. 


10,397  70 


100,000  00 


<(8,963  30 
039  00 


Cash  received  of  Gov.  Mason, 
in  bills  of  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  to  ap- 
ply on  the  January,  1839, 
payment,on  account  of  Mich- 
igan state  loan, 
Dec.  11.  The  following,  to  apply  on  the 
February,  1839,  payment, 
on  account  of  Michigan  state 
loan/viz :  bills  of  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,    95,370  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  said 
company,  at  90  days  from 
February  1,  1839,  4,680  00 

Gov.  Mason's  check  on  the 
Michigan  state  bank,  50  00 


9,602  30 


100,000  00 


Dec.  31.  By  balance, 

State  Treasurer's  OpncE, ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838^  ) 


-  100,000  00 
1,272,763  35 
•585,986  68 


H.  HOWARD,  Jhiosurer. 
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DR.     Internal  Improvemeni   F\tnd  in  account  with  Henry 
Howard^  IVeasurer, 
Brought  forward,  f 

Aug.  3.    Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,  5fO00  00 

4.  E.  A.-Mather,  91,350  04 

6.  L.  S. Humphrey,     do'  do  1,250  00 

L.  S.  Humphrey,     do    do        10,000  00 
Hiram  Alden,  do    do         5,000  00 


14.  A.  H.  Adams,  9333  33 

H.  Aldeo,  104  17 


17,600  04 


437  50 


15.  Morrison  Clark,  6  04 

16.  Douglass  Houghton,  Oeologist,  1,500  00 

17.  Hiram  Aiden,  acting  commis.,  2,613  27 

18.  do        do        do  do  9329  40 
do        do        do          do  68t  81 


1,011  71 

22.  Amos  T.  Hall,  250  00 

25.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,  364  36 

31.  Samuel  Clements,  9350  00 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,     5,000  00 


5,350  00 
3,417  09 


11,113  64 


Sept  1.        do        do        do        do         93,192  09 
Thomas  Clark,  225  00 

5.  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis.,  85,000  00 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  ^       256  09 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,"    5,000  00 

do        do        do        do  722  55 

Royal  Ballow,  135  00 

7.  H.  Howard,  Treasurer,  to  cre- 

dit of  general  fund,  87,224  84 

Benjamin  F.  Brown,  15  00 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis^,       419  14 

7,658  98 

8.  Jno.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  14  50 

10.  H.   Alden,  acting  commis.,  312  68 

11.  Rix  Robinson,  do        do  #5,000  00 

do        do       do        do  412  69 

Edwin  H.  Lothrop,      do  72  00 

James  B.  Hunt,  do  312  50 


5,797  19 
12.  Post  office  city  of  Detroit,  28  60 
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DR«     Internal   Improvement    Fund  in  account  with  Henry 
Howard^  Treasurer. 

Brought  forward,  • 

Sept  14.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.,  9104  17 

do        do        do        do  5,000  00 

John  J.  Bardwell,  2,000  00 

Bardwell  &  Ingalls,  4^000  (K) 

11,104  17 


6,137  88 


19.  J.'  B.  Hunt,  acting  commis., 

$5,000  00 

Hiram  Alden,  do        do 

137  88 

82.  A.  H.  Adams, 

883  33 

Hiram  Aiden,  acting  commis., 

1,642  93 

13^  J.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commis., 

$1,000  00 

do    do        do        do 

1,000  00 

H.  Alden,       do        do 

5,000  00 

do               do        do 

2,423  70 

do               do        do 

5,000  00 

do               do        do 

1,129  36 

do               do        do 

231  46 

Robert  Abbott, 

100  00 

Levi    S.    Humphrey,  acting 

commissioner,    eight    war- 

rants, <J5,000  each, 

40,000  00 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis.. 

104  17 

Hiram  Alden,      do        do 

5,000  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commis.. 

318  42 

do        do         do        do 

104  17 

A.  H.  Adams, 

63  33 

H.  Alden,  acting  commissioner, 

80  00 

do              d6            do 

1,825  92 

J.  B.  Hunt,    do           do 

208  33 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg, 

28  00 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  6  warrants 

of  $5,000  each, 

25,000  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commissioner. 

346  19 

J.  Charbeno, 

125  00 

*    Rix  Robinson, 

5,000  00 

E.  H.  Lothrop, 

63  00 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commis. 

,    3,000  00 

Luther  Dean, 

40  00 

Joel  A.  Collier, 

25  00 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis.. 

923  45 

do        do        do        do 

5,000  00 

do        do        do        do 

502  76 

1,726  26 
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DR.     Internal   Improvement    Fund  in   account  toith  Henry 
Howard,  Treasurer. 
Brought  forward,  •  • 

Nov.13.  A.  H.  Adams,  83  34 

Wm.  A.  Burl,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 5,000  00 
Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 104  17 
Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner,                                       2,338  16 
Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner,                              ^      •5,000  00 
Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner,                                         179  61 

116,347  44 

16.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 5,000  00 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commis- 
sioner,     •  104  17 

20.  A.  T.  Hall,  •SSO  00 
A.  ClawsoD,  72  18 

322  IS 

21.  H.  Alden,  acting  commissioner,  181  16 
30.  Levi    S.    Humphrey,    acting 

commissioner,  nine  warrants 

of  85,000  each,  •45,000  00 

John  Pleus,  5,000  00 

H.  Alden,  acting  commission- 
er, 245  34 


6,104  17 


James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 81,000  00 

James  B-  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 6,000  00 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 90  48 

Dec.    3.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  •1,635  54 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners,  1,306  26 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  1,611  42 


Carried  forwa^, 
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DR*     Internal  Improvement  Fund  in  account  with  Henry  Bau}- 
ard.  Treasurer, 
Brought  forward,  • 

Dec.    4,  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  #83  32 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  6,051  36 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  2,006  35 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 5,000  00 
Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 104  17 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  66  98 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  133  62 

13,445  70 

Keenev  &  Mullet,  2,079  27 

7.  J.  Eldred  &  Son,  »87  52 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  ^414  15 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  222  48 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  218  98 

Prime,  Ward  &  Co.   on  ac- 
count, 8,963  30 

Jno.  Delafield,  on  account,  639  00 


14.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  #2,356  46 

Thomas  Clark,  226  00 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  255  00 

15.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  $1,135  60 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  1,508  39 

18.  George  A.  Turner,  8100  50 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 5,000  00 
James  B.  Hunt,  acting  com- 
missioner, 104  16 


Carried  forward, 
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DR.    Internal  Improvement  Fwnd  in  account  with  Henry  Bauh 
ard;  Treasurer. 
Brought  forward,  • 

Dec.  22.  Titus  Dort,  15  00 

24.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioDerSy  166  38 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  300  37 


29.  Rix  Robinson,  acting  commis- 
sioner, 95,000  00 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

commissioners,  1,195  04 

A*  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 
commissioners,  201  93 


436  75 


6,396  97 
31.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  board 

.   commissioners,  3,041  01 

Balance,  585,986  68 


•1,272,763  35 
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(No-  11.) 

Summary  statement  of  funds  on  hand  and  to  what 
accounts  they  stand  due,  year  1838. 

DR.    Summary  statement  of  funds  an  hand  in  the  State  I^reasu- 

ry,  and  to  what  accounts  they  stand  due. 

Bank  fund,  •l.QGO  38 

Cash,  720,097  47 

Michigan  state  bank  overdraftt  1 1,553  24 

•732*911  09 
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Contra  CR.  ^-^ 

Calhoun  county  bank,  90  19 

Erie  and  Kalamazoo  railroad  bank,  28  03 

Bank  of  St.  Clair,  138  10 

Ypsilanti  bank,  413  18 

Bank  of  Brest,  72  08 

Bank  of  Oakland,  23  12 

Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Pontiac,  1  18 

Genesee  county  bank,  1  63 

Bank  of  Saline,  12  25 

Bank  of  Coldwater,  8  65 

Bank  of  Marshall,  26  86 

Detroit  city  bank,  3  94 

Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland,  1  18 

Bank  of  Lapeer,  4  93 

Bank  of  Goodrich,  8  31 

Wayne  county  bank,  7  48 

Saginaw  city  bank,  1  97 

Bank  of  Gibraltar,  144  16 

Bank  of  Utica,  22  31 

Farmers'  bank  of  Homer,  181  56 

Bank  of  Constantine,  63  27 


Amount  of  bank  fund, 

1,260  38 

Sinking  fund, 

80,562  45 

University  and  primary  school  fund. 

3,817  71 

Contingent  fund. 

1,022  16 

Internal  improvement  fund. 

585,986  68 

Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  com- 

pany. 

60,000  00 

University  fund. 

261  71 

State  Treasurbr*8  Ofttcb,  ) 
Detroit,  December  31,  1838.  \ 


$732,911  09 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurei. 
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(No.  12.) 

Statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  sales  of  Mi- 
chigan state  bonds,  and  how  applied,  year  183S. 

Staletnent  of  moneys  received  on  account  sale  of  Michigan  state 
bonds^  and  how  applied. 
1838. 
Jan.     6,  From  Gov.  Mason  two  drafts  on  John  De- 

lafield,  9150,000  00 

3.  Oliver  Newberry  on  his  con- 
tract, »ao,ooo  00 


Feb.     a.        do            do 

do 

81,000  00 

24.         do            do 

do 

50,000  00 

Sept.  19.        do            do 

do 

39,000  00 

ooonoo  on 

Aug.    1.  Gov.  Mason's  several  drafts  on 

Morris  ca- 

nal  bank,  90  days, 

250.000  00 

Sept.    1.         do                do 

do 

100,000  00 

Oct.     1.        do                do 

do 

100.000  00 

Nov.    1.         do                do 

do 

100,000  00 

Dec.     1.         do                do 

do 

100,000  00 

June  16.  Gov.  Mason  paid  cash  in  Morris  canal 
bills,  10,397  70 

Gov.  Mason  paid  Prime,  Ward 

&L  King's  account,  8,963  30 

Gov.  Mason   paid  John  Dela- 

field*s  account,  639  00 


20,000  00 
Dec.  12.  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal  bank  to  apply  oo 

January,  1839,  payment,  100,000  00 

The  iullowing  to  apply  on  the  February, 

1839,  payment,  viz : 
Bills  of  the 'Morris  canal  bank,  995,370  00 
Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris 

canni  bank  at  90  days,  4,580  00 

Gov.  Mason's  check  on  Michi- 
gan state  bank,  50  00 

100,000  00 

July  11.  Deposited  in  iVew  York  by  Gov.  Mascn  to 

credit  Michigan  state  bank»  80,000  00 

Carried  forward,  9 
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Brought  forward,  ^     9 

June  29.  Received  of  Michigan  slate  bank,  prin'^ipal 

of  penitenliary  stale  stock,  20,000  00 

Total  amount  of  principal  received  during 

year  1838,  91,320,000  00 

Applied  as  follows  i  To  the 
•credit  of  internal  improve- 
ment fund,  $1,180,000  00 

Ypsilanti  andTecumseh  rail- 
road company,  60.000  00 

AIIe;^nin  6l  Marshall  railroad 

com|)anv,  G(),00()  00 

Penitenliary  fund,  tiO,OUO  00 

1,320,000  00 


rATR  Tjkbajsitrer's  Office,  ) 
JDelraU.  Dec,  31,  1838,      j 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


(No.  13-) 

firtlmate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  goyernment, 

year  18  J9. 

Estimate  of  expenses  for  the  support  of  govemmentf  year  1830, 

^as follows  : 

Pay  of  state  officers, 

Interest  on  8100,000  slate  stock,  issued  1836, 

Interest  on  830.000  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 

railroad  stock, 
Interest  on  820,000  penitentiary  state  stock, 

do       100,000  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 
stock, 

do         100,000  University  state  stock, 
Geological  survey  for  year  (appropriation,) 
Expenses  of  legislature,  1839, 
Expenses  of  printing  session  laws  and  journal*  &c. 
Re|)airs  and  insurance  on  capitol, 
Contingent  fund,  ^ 

Balance  due  Michigan  state  bank, 

Carried  forward. 


816,375  00 

6,000  00 

1,400  00 

1,200  00 

6,000  00 

6,000  00 

12,000  00 

25,000  00 

7,000  00 

250  00 

2,000  00 

11,553  00 
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4lBrought  forward,  • 

Balance  due  J.  S.  &;  S.  A.  Bagg,  for  printing  revis* 

ed  laws  and  other  charges,  say,  25,000  00 

Miscellaneous  and  unforseen  expenses,  5,000  00 

8124,778  00 


State  Treasurer's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  Dec,  31,  1838.      \ 

U.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 


(No.  14.) 

Estimate  of  receipts  applicable  to  the  support  of  gor- 
ernment,  year  1839. 

Estimate  of  receipts  applicable  to  the  paymerU  of  the  current 

expenses  of  government,  year  1839,  asfolhws  : 
Taxes  due  from  counties  for  years  1836  and 

1837,  835,388  00 
Assessment  made  by  Auditor  General  upon  the 

several  counties,  year  1838,  56,384  00 

Merchants,  pedlars  and  tavern  license?,  say  8,500  00 

Auction  duties,  1,000  00 

Taxes  due  from  banks-on  capital  stock  paid  in,  3,000  00 
Interest  to  be  paid  by  Detroit  and  Pontiac  railroad 

company,  6,000  00 
Interest  to  be  paid  by  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 

railroad  company,  1,400  00 

Interest  to  be  paid  by  board  regents  university,  6,000  00 


8117,672  00 


State  Treasurer's  Office,  \ 
,   Detroit,  Dec.  31,  1838.       \ 


H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
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(No.  3.)  *- 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate  on  manufac- 
tures, to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of 
the  State  Geologist,  relative  to  salt  springs  ahd  the 
saUnes  of  the  state. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report,  that  having  besldwed  on 
the  aboVe  subject,  a  portion  of  that  attention  which  its  magnitude 
requires,  they  have  adopted  the  following  conclusions  : 

1st.  That  an  act  ought  to  be  passed  by  the  legislature  immedi- 
ately, making  an  appropriation  sufficient  to  enable  the  geological 
corps  to  progress  with  the  improvements  that  have  been  already 
commenced  at  Grand  and  Tittabawassa  rivers,  and  to  pursue 
them  to  a  final  result,  and  also  to  enable  said  corps  to  continue 
such  examinations  of  our  salt  springs  in  general,  as  the  legislature 
shall  direct. 

2d.  That  some  proper  person  ought  to  be  authorized  to  take 
charge  of  the  lands  attached  to  said  springs,  and  prevent,  as  far 
as  may  be,  the  loss  of  timber  on  them  by  intruders  or  trespass- 
ers. 

3d.  That  as  the  lands  attached  to  the  salt  springs,  are  at  pre- 
sent wholly  unproductive  to  the  state,  and  from  the  waste  of  tim- 
ber that  is  committed  on  some  of  them,  there  is  danger  of  their 
value  being  reduced,  and  the  examination  of  the  State  Geologist 
will  soon  enable  him  to  determine  what  portion  of  those  lands  wnll 
be  necessary  for  the  manufacture  of  salt — that  the  state  should 
memoralize  Congress  and  ask  the  privilege  of  selling  such  of  the 
salt  springs  lands  as  will  not  be  required  for  supplying  fuel  or 
other  conveniences  in  the  manufacture  of  salt. 

4ih.  That  of  the  seventy-two  sections  belonging  to  the  salt 
springs,  there  have  been  forty-five  sections  located — twenty-six  of 
which  have  been  confirmed  by  the  general  government,  and  there 
is  yet  twenty- seven  of  said  sections  to  be  located,  and  less  than 
one  year  to  do  it  in  ;  it  is  therefore  very  necessary  that  there 
should  be  vigilance  used  on  the  part  of  the  state  officers'  to  make 
those  locations  in  due  time,  otherwise  the  lands  will  be  forfeited. 

Your  committee  would  further  report,  that  as  the  reference  of 
this  subject  to  them  plainly  indicates  that  the  Senate  fully  antici- 
pate the  manufacture  of  salt  and  its  transportation  to  its  destined 
market — they  have  been  led  to  take  into  consideration  the  saline 
district  of  the  state,  and  to  some  reflections  upon  the  probable  ad- 
vances that  will  be  wanted  for  the  general  accommodation  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  upon  a  plan  for  obtaining  the  • 
means  of  opening  and  improving  those  communications. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  from  recent  examinations, 
the  saline  or  salt  bearing  rock,  is  found  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
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Btate,  where  dfe  remainder  of  the  salt  springs  will  most  probably 
be  found,  and  as  that  part  of  the  state,  for  about  two  thirds  of  its 
whole  length,  belongs  to  the  United  States,  they  are,  therefore, 
fully  impressed  with  the  propriety  of  petitioning  Congress  for  a 
grant  of  land  of  each  alternate  section  of  unlocated  land,  ten  miles 
in  width,  oommencing  at  the  centre  of  the  south  line  of  Michigan^ 
running  north  to  the  straits  of  Mackinaw,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  constructing  a  road  on  said  line  ;  for  the 
same  reasons,  they  recommend,  that  Congress  be  memorialized 
for  a  like  grant  of  land  of  ten  miles  in  width,  commencing  on  the 
west  side  of  Saginaw  bay,  taking  each  alternate  section  of  unloca- 
ted land,  and  running  west  through  the  vicinity  of  the  salt  springs 
at  Tittabawas&ri  to  Lake  Michigan,  for  the  like  purpose  of  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  constructing  a  road  on  said  line. 

All  of  which  the  committee  would  respectfully  submit,  with  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution. 

[See  Proceedings  of  January  J  5,  1830.] 


(No.  4.) 

Auditor  Gbnbral's  Omcs,  > 
Detroit,  l^UhJan'y,  ISS9.      \ 

To  the  Honorable  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  12th  inst., 
requiring  information  on  the  subject  of  the  loan  to  the  Detroit  and 
Pontiac  railroad  company,  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following 
«tatements : 

The  stockholders  of  said  company  having  expressed  their  as- 
sent and  acceptance  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  relative  to  said 
loan,  and  filed  a  certificate  thereof  in  manner  and  form  as  herein 
prescribed,  and  having  executed  in  due  form  to  the  Auditor  Gen- 
eral a  mortgage  on  the  railroad,  together  with  bonds  and  mort- 
gages on  unincumbered  real  estate  of  the  value  of  9242,540,  ap- 
praised under  onth  by  Gardner  D.  Williams,  as  the  cash  value 
thereof*  and  having  also  executed  a  bond  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
state  in  the  penal  sum  of  $200,000,  for  the  punctual  and  speedy 
expenditures  of  alL  moneys  arising  from  the  certificates  of  stock 
and  the  faithful  redeeming  of  said  certificates  when  and  as  sooi 
as  they  shall  become  due,  and  punctually  pay  the  interest  oi 
them.    .Having  therefore  considered  the  lawfully  complied  with 
{excepting  the  lands,  which  J  consider  to  be  valued  too  high,)  cer 
tificates  of  stock  were,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  1837,  to  ih 
amount  of  9100,000,  signed  and  issued  to  said  company,  payable 
9t  the  Manhattan  bank,  New  Yorkt  on  the  first  Monday  in  July, 
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1858 ;  but  whether  they  have  been  sold  or  not,  I  Ave,  as  yet,  not 
been  informed.  The  interest,  however,  on  said  stock,  due  the  Ist 
inst.,  lias  been  duly  paid,  viz :  84,000.  The  lots  covered  by  rnort* 
gage,  are,  in  Pontiac,  one  hundred  and  sixty-one ;  Royal  Oak, 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  ;  approximate  number  of  acres  ex- 
dusive  of  some  fractions,  contents  not  known,  included  in  mort- 
gages. 

All  of  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT, 
Auditor  General^  S.  M* 


(No.  5.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvement, 
relative  to  transportation  of  materials  for  building 
University. 

The  committee  on  internal  improvements,  to  whom  were  re- 
ferred a  resolution  of  ihe  board  of  regents  of  the  university  of  the 
state  of  Michigan,  asking  the  legislature  to  allow  them  to  trans- 
port materials  on  the  central  railroad  for  constructing  said  univer- 
sity, toll  free,  &c.,  have  instructed  me  to  report  adversely  to  the 
object  of  the  resolution,  for  the  reason  that  they  deem  the  univer- 
sity fund  more  ample  for  its  object  than  the  fund  for  internal  im- 
provement, and  therefore,  wou4d  not  tax  the  latter  to  increase  the 
former  ;  and  the  committee  are  opposed  to  establishing  a  ipreo^ 
dent  for  using  said  road  toll  tree  for  any  other  purpose  except 
that  of  constructing  the  road  itself. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  resolution  relating  to  the  travelling 
charges  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  university 
on  said  road,  when  going  to  attend  the  meetings  of  said  board, 
your  committee,  in  preference  to  granting  the  request,  would  re- 
conunend  that  the  members  of  said  board  be  paid  their  actual 
expenses  incurred  by  means  of  attending  those  meetings,  out  of 
the  university  fund. 

JAS.  KINGSLEY,  Chairmam. 


(No.  6.) 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  abolishing  impri*' 
sonment  for  debt. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
Governor's  message  as  respects  imprisonment  for  debt,  report: 
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That  the  st^ject  referred  to  them  has  received  at  their  hands 
the  attentive  consideration  which  its  importance  demands.  It  is 
a  matter  of  surprise  that  an  evil  of  such  magnitude  as  indiscrimi- 
nate punishment  for  debt  should  so  long  have  disgraced  the  laws 
of  almost  all  Christendom.  While  the  enlightened  philosophy 
and  expanded  philanthropy  of  the  present  age  have  been  exerted 
in  correcting  other  errors,  this  glaring  wrong  appears  to  have 
been  almost  entirely  overlooked,  and  still  remains  a  relic  of  for- 
mer barbarism  and  cruelty.  No  reason  can  be  assigned  for  this 
gross  neglect  but  the  prejudices  in  its  favor,  arising  from  long 
familiarity  with  the  existence  of  the  evil,  and  the  fact  that  the  un- 
fortunate rarely  possess  friends.  The  period  appears,  however,  at 
length  to  have  arrived,  at  least  in  this  favored  land,  when  the 
sympathies  of  the  community  point  to  effective  and  immediate 
correction  of  the  abuse. 

It  was  the  eloquent  and  benevolent  remark  of  a  distinguished 
Koman,  "  that  whatever  concerned  his  fellow  man  was  properly 
an  interest  of  his."  Such  an  observation  should  be  always  re- 
membered and  be  practically  applied.  It  embodies  the  spirit  of 
pure  republicanism  and  of  liberal  legislation.  When  exhibited  in 
action,  it  will  accomplish  results  worthy  of  "  monuments  more 
lasting  than  brass."  There  is  no  subject  which  its  application 
will  more  directly  suit  than  the  imprisonment  of  unfortunate 
debtors.  Misfortune  is  never  a  crime — it  is  the  act  of  God  and 
should  injure  no  one.  The  wrong  doer  against  soc'ety  is  neither 
entitled  to,  nor  can  he  enlist  the  honest  sympathies  of  our  nature. 
Punishment  should  follow  as  a  terror  to  offenders  and  a  praise  to 
those  who  do  well.  Society  can  feel  no  interest  save  that  of  pro- 
tection against  injury  in  the  just  retribution  due  to  crime.  But  to 
misfortune,  which  may  come  alike  on  all  in  the  dispensations  of 
providence,  we  should  be  ever  interested  to  lend  the  compassion- 
ate ear  and  helping  hand.  Its  alleviation  and  succor  is  a  peculiar 
social  interest,  foi  the  welfare  of  all  is  bound  up  in  the  welfare  of 
each  individual  of  the  community.  To  do  the  greatest  good  to 
the  greatest  number,  is  the  intent  of  our  free  insiilutions,  and  the 
principle  thus  asserted,  necessarily  involves  a  careful  provision  by 
legislation  for  the  interests  of  every  citizen.  To  recognize  any 
distinction  between  poverty  and  wealth,  save  in  just  remedial 
enactments  for  the  relief  of  the  former  and  restraint  of  the  cor- 
rupting and  exacting  tendencies  of  the  latter,  is  to  favor  the  few 
at  the  expense  of  the  many,  to  violate  general  right,  and  to  shame- 
fully disregard  the  principles  alluded  to.  Much  more  monstrous 
is  it  to  increase  the  woes  of  the  needy,  and  to  plunge  such  still 
deeper  in  misery  :  Yet,  such  is  the  obvious  effect  of  imprison- 
ment for  debt,  in  all  instances.  Instead  of  lightening  the  burden 
of  poverty  by  encouraging  the  struggles  of  its  victim  to  release 
bin  self  from  his  weight  of  care  and  want, — the  system  of  impri- 
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sonment  for  debt  would  fasten  his  load  upon  him  and  doom  him  to 
bear  it  in  helpless  despair  to  his  dungeon  and  his  grave.  As  there 
is  no  philanthropy,  neither  is  there  any  reason  or  utility  in  such  a 
policy.  Ifit  is  adopted  as  a  mode  of  assistipg  the  creditor,  it  defeats 
the  very  end  it  proposes  to  attain ;  since  restraints  of  the  liberty  to 
exert  himself  to  procure  the  means  of  payment,  cannot  contribute 
to  the  ability  of  the  debtor  to  meet  his  engagements :  Yea  more, 
his  embarrassments  are  thereby  further  increased,  since  the  daily 
demands  of  life  unsupplied  to  himself  or  family  are  added  to  his 
other  necessities.  Liberty,  character,  health  and  strength  are  thus 
aflected ;  and  we  might  as  well  expect  a  man  bound  hand  and  foot 
to  swim  in  deep  waters  as  expect  him  to  extricate  himself  from  the 
abyss  of  insolvency  by  depriving  him  of  the  natural  aids  to  secure 
independence.  Imprisonment  for  debt  is,  therefore,  most  unrea- 
sonable. Its  incompatibility  with  general  utility  is  equally  evi- 
dent. The  state  as  a  political  body  has  an  immediate  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  each  of  its  members.  An  interruption  of  the 
healthy  functions  of  the  smallest  fibie,  muscle  or  nerve  in  the 
natural  body,  occasions  more  or  less  inconvenience  to  the  whole ; 
it  is  equally  true  in  the  body  politic.  More  especially  is  it  the 
case  with  a  community  such  as  ours,  based  upon  an  absolute  re- 
cognition of  the  sovereij^nty  of  the  whole  people,  and  existing  for 
the  general  benefit.  Under  other  forms  of  government,  where 
exclusive  distinctions  and  privileges  prevail,  this  truth  is  not  so 
perceivable.  There  the  few  rule  and  identify  themselves  more 
mtimately  with  the  well  being  of  institutions  framed  directly  for 
their  exclusive  benefit  and  aggrandizement.  The  many  are  there 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water.  Even  then,  however,  it 
may  be  asserted  that  the  convenience  of  the  aristocracy  is  impaired 
by  any  abridgement  of  the  labor  of  the  people  on  which  they  are 
dependent.  How  much  stronger  then  is  the  connection  in  this 
republic  between  individual  happiness,  health  and  industry  and 
the  general  prosperity.  Every  imprisoned  debtor  is  rendered  a 
drone,  to  be  supported  by  a  tax  upon  the  general  labor.  His  im- 
prisonment, by  lessening  his  own  means  of  enjoyment,  detracts 
from  the  general  happiness ;  his  loss  of  energy,  health  and  charac- 
ter is  so  much  taken  from  the  general  stock  :  And  to  what  pur- 
pose ?  To  none  in  the  case  of  honest  misfortune.  If  the  unholy 
vindictiveness  of  the  creditor  should  be  gratified  thereby,  a  positive 
evil  is  inflicted  on  the  communitv  in  the  encouragement  of  a  state 
of  feeling  hostile  to  that  principle  of  virtue  which  is  the  basis  of 
all  free  institutions. 

H*then  punishment  for  debt  be  neither  philanthropic,  reasonable 
or  useful,  why  tolerate  it  any  longer,  why  not  effect  its  immediate 
abolition  ?  It  would  seem  that  one  common  impulse  ought  to  ac- 
tuate every  civilized  nation  at  once  to  extirpate  it  from  its  code 
of  laws;  yet  but  few  have  attempted  it.  A  com  promise  has  been 
12 
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sought  between  right  and  wrong,  between  modern  enlightenment 
and  ancient  prejudice,  in  this  matter.  By  insolvent  laws  and  sys* 
terns  of  bankruptcy,  an  endeavor  has  been  made  to  escape  the 
irresistible  conclubioii  that  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  abol- 
ished. But  these  are  mete  palliatives  and  not  correctives  :  they 
admit  the  evil,  but  do  not  destroy  it  They  are  even  inefficient 
palliatives,  for  they  are  accompanied  with  costs  and  expenses* 
which  those  for  whom  they  are  intended  are  least  able  to  bear* 
and  their  succour  frequently  arrives  after  all  the  rights  they  pro* 
fess  to  protect  have  been  invaded.  After  liberty,  character,  health 
and  time  have  been  wasted,  they  strip  the  oppressed  and  dis« 
charge  him  from  a  prison  a  bankrupt  in  property  and  happiness. 
They  confound  too  all  distinctions  between  virtue  and  vice* 
between  fraud  and  honesty,  between  misfortune  and  crime.  They 
admit  the  accidental  ascendancy  of  wealth  in  its  influence  on  pub* 
he  opinion  and  legislation,  and  weaken  the  defences  of  general 
right.  No  matter  how  fraudulently  the  debt  may  h»ve  been  con- 
tracted, no  matter  how  many  tricks  or  evasions  may  have  beeo 
practised  to  defeat  the  claim  of  the  creditor,  the  dishonest  farea 
as  well  under  their  provisions,  provided  he  is  compelled  to  sur- 
render his  ill  gotten  possessions,  as  the  honest  but  destitute  debtor. 
Your  committee  do  not  mean  by  these  remarks  to  undervalue 
these  laws  in  their  proper  place,  as  measures  of  eaual  and  prompt 
satisfaction  to  creditors,  and  of  pecuniary  relief^  to  the  debtor. 
They  merely  contend  against  their  pretensions  as  substitutes  for 
the  measure  now  under  consideration  by  them,  the  abolition  of 
imprisonment  for  debt— <i^and  as  apologies  for  the  continuance  of 
the  present  system.  But  it  is  often  objected  that  restraint  of  the 
liberty  of  the  debtor  is  a  speedy  mode  of  enforcing  the  claim  rf 
the  creditor,  and  will  obtain  for  him  his  rights  when  the  fraud  of 
the  debtor  would  postpone,  evade  or  deny  them.  This  may  be 
conceded  and  not  afiect  the  view  now  taken :  for  all  that  has  beea 
urged  assumes  as  its  basis  the  supposition  of  honesty  on  the  part 
of  the  debtor.  It  is  not  pretended  to  recommend  abolition  of^im- 
prisonment  in  cases  of  fraud,  but  only  properly  to  define  and  dis- 
criminate. In  cases  of  fraud,  the  incarceration  of  the  debtor 
should  be  for  crime,  and  not  for  debt ;  for  fraud  is  an  ofience 
against  public  justice  as  well  as  against  private  right.  Things 
should  be  called  by  their  right  names  when  indicative  of  their  cha- 
racter, and  it  is  often  by  a  confusion  of  terms  as  representatives 
of  ideas  that  error  usurps  the  place  of  truth  and  sits  enthroned 
in  her  stead.  It  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee*  impos- 
sible to  define  fraud  with  such  precision  as  to  class  it  among  crimi- 
nal ofFences  tor  all  practical  purposes  connected  with  the  improve- 
ment  in  legislation  now  contemplated.  A  contrary  suppositioD 
has  arisen  either  from  inattentiovi  to  the  subject  in  obedience  to 
inveterate  prejudice  or  a  deliberate  design  to  sustain  the  pccaenl 
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system  of  cruelty  and  oppression.  It  has  been  by  this  injudicious 
and  oft  times  artful  comniingh'ng  of  the  two  distinct  and  indepen- 
dent  ideas  of  fraud  and  debt,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been 
so  long  countenanced  and  tolerated,  and  escaped  the  odium  it  so 
richly  merits.  When  separated  as  they  should  be,  the  hideous 
injustice  of  placing  it  in  the  uncontrolled  power  of  an  individual 
under  the  mask  of  civil  right  to  assume  the  prerogative  of  public 
justice,  and  punish  his  fellow  by  incarceration,  most  fully  appears. 
When  it  is  also  considered,  that  this  is  practised  without  hearing 
or  trial,  ior  no  offence  against  social  order  or  morality,  and  at  the 
command  of  the  worst  passions  of  our  nature,  the  mind  recoils 
with  horror  from  the  contemplation. 

The  worst  features  of  Algerine  slavery  are  not  more  frightful 
than  may  be  presented  by  the  mildest  picture  that  can  be  painted 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  its  frequent  application  to  honest  po- 
verty. Your  committee  cannot  attach  any  importance  to  the 
feeble  suggestion  that  is  sometimes  brought  up,  as  a  corps  de  re- 
serve to  the  scattered  forces  of  the  argument  against  the  position 
now  assumed  by  them,  that  insolf  ency«  if  not  coupled  with  fraud, 
is  nearly  always  caused  by  imprudence,  which,  in  the  light  of  its 
efiect  upon  the  interests  of  others^  may  be  termed  culpable  if  not 
criminal.  The  experience  of  evmry  man  the  least  acquainted  with 
the  business  of  life  at  the  present  day,  furnishes  an  immediate 
and  easy  refutation  of  this  assertion.  The  utmost  prudence  and 
caution  are  rendered  of  no  avail,  and  set  at  naught  by  the  fluctu* 
ations  of  the  times.  The  tempest  that  raises  the  waves  of  the 
ocean  in  billows  to  the  clouds  and  plunges  them  again  into  the  cav- 
erns of  the  deep  does  not  cast  more  suddenly  a  helpless  wreck  on 
the  shore,  the  frail  bark  of  the  mariner  that  was  launched  on  the 
bosdm  of  the  smiling  waters  beneath  a  summer  sky,  than  do  the 
commercial  storms  which  so  frequently  agitate  our  country,  the 
fairest  adventures  of  honest  enterprize. 

But  again  it  has  been  urged  that  no  man  need  sufier  imprison- 
ment who  can  give  sufficient  bail,  and  that  a  character  for  hon* 
esty  will  always  afford  him  that  protection.  This  assertion  is 
more  specious  than  true,  for  as  before  observed,  the  summer  friends 
of  prosperity  most  generally  desert  us  in  the  winter  of  adversity. 
But  why  subject  an  honest  debtor,  against  whom  no  allegation  of 
fraud  is  presented,  to  such  a  demand,  as  a  mode  of  protection 
against  a  deprivation  of  liberty,  which  is  his  natural  right  and 
guaranteed  to  him  by  tHe  lavish  expenditure  of  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  his  patriot  sires?  It  is  a  mockery  of  freedom  to  coun- 
tenance such  reasoning.  It  is  likewise  objected  that  imprisonment 
for  debt  has  long  stood  the  test  of  experience  and  is  sustained  by 
the  authority  of  long  usage  and  ancient  prectedcnt,  or  otherwise 
it  would  not  have  been  so  generally  incorporated  with  our  free 
institutions.    A  partial  explanatiAQ  has  been  aliettdy  ofiered  by 
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your  committee)  of  some  of  the  causes,  which  in  their  opinion 
have  hitherto  deadened  public  sensibility  on  this  topic  and  permit- 
ted the  continued  existence  of  this  abuse.  As  a  complete  answer 
to  this  objection,  they  would  challenge  investigation  of  the  premi- 
ses on  which  it  is  based.  We  deny  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
ever  legitimately  obtained  its  present  place  in  our  social  system, 
ever  was  a  dictate  of  public  necessity,  or  received  the  stamp  of 
popular  approbation.  Its  introduction  and  recognition  have  been 
innovations  effected  by  judicial  artifice  in  aid,  as  it  has  been  too 
often  employed,  of  exclusive  pretension  and  arbitrary  power  in 
derogation  of  general  right. 

A  brief  retrospect  of  the  history  of  the  English  law,  the  com- 
mon law  of  our  country  and  the  basis  of  our  system,  will  fully 
confirm  this  statement.  Until  the  reign  of  Henry  3d,  property 
alone  could  be  taken  to  satisfy  a  creditor.  Imprisonment  for  debt 
was  first  recognized  in  favor  of  the  feudal  barons  against  their 
bailiffs,  and  then  under  the  pretext  of  fraud  in  the  mal-appropria- 
tion  10  their  own  use  of  the  rents  of  their  lords  collected  by  them. 
The  courts  began,  by  legal  fictions  of  constructive  violence  or 
crime  to  extend  the  principle.  The  first  Edward,  inappropriately 
in  this  particular  termed  the  English  Justinian,  in  the  11th  year  of 
his  reign,  from  motives  of  policyfin  order  to  raise  a  barrier  around 
his  throne  against  the  encroachments  of  his  warlike  barons,  sought 
to  elevate  the  merchants,  a  wealthy  and  numerous  class,  by  ex- 
tending to  them  this  privilege.  A  period  of  sixty  years  elapsed 
before  parliament,  by  any  legislative  enactment,  ventured  to  re- 
cognize these  innovations,  i  ut  in  this  interval,  imprisonment  for 
debt  had  lost  its  novelty,  become  in  some  measure  domesticated, 
and  had  made  the  impression,  that  fraud  and  not  misfortune  had 
brought  this  calamity  on  the  debtor.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  3d, 
by  act  of  Parliament,  in  debt  and  detinue,  the  defendant  might 
be  arrested.  From  the  26lh  year  of  Edward  3d,  to  the  17lh  of 
Henry  eighth,  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  years,  no  further 
attempts  were  made  to  degrade  in  this  manner  the  Enf»lish  people 
by  their  miscalled  representatives  in  the  national  legislature.  In 
the  meanwhile,  an  irresponsible  judiciary  had  been  at  work  to  in- 
troduce through  the  door  that  had  already  been  thrown  open,  a 
long  train  of  further  encroachments  on  the  sanctity  of  personal 
liberty  in  this  respect,  and  all  its  ingenuity  had  been  exerted,  by 
the  intervention  of  artificial  forms  and  fictitious  constructions,  to 
fasten  this  ugly  incubus  on  the  nation.  They  had  a  further  mo- 
tive to  extend  this  alleged  legal  remedy  beyond  the  cases  provi- 
ded  by  statute,  in  their  overweening  thirst  for  the  extension  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  their  respective  courts.  The  court  of  kings  bench 
having  jurisdiction  over  all  crimes  and  disturbances  of  the  public 
peace,  invented  the  bill  of  Middlesex,  so  called,  from  the  county 
of  England  in  which  it  usually  sate.     Through  the  medium  of 
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this  writ,  the  debtor  was  imprisoned  upon  a  supposed  outrage 
against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the  crown ;  a  criminal  process 
was  thus  misapplied  to  civil  purposes.     The  court  of  common 
pleas,  then  in  constant  rivalry  for  judicial  power,  was  not  slow  in 
following  this  stretch  of  jurisdiction,  and  being  originally  confined 
to  the  determination  of  pleas  arising  in  civil  actions  between  in- 
dividuals, by  a  similar  artificial  construction,  authorized  tne  writ 
of  capias  in  cases  where  previously  a  summons  could  only  be  is- 
sued.    This  original  writ  of  capias  was  based  upon  a  fictitious 
plea  of  trespass  or  outrage   against  the  peace  of  the  citizen. 
Upon  a  like  fictitious  supposition  that  the  plaintiff'  who  instituted 
the  suit  was  a  debtor  to  the  king,  the  court  of  Exchecquer,  erected 
to  protect  the  kin^s  revenue,  with  a  view  of  keeping  even  pace 
with  the  strides  of  the  other  courts  to  increased  consequence,  and 
under  the  pretext  that  to  secure  the  debt  due  to  the  king  it  was 
necessary  to  secure  every  debt  due  to  the  king's  debtor,  usurped 
the  power  of  imprisoning  defendants  of  every  description.     Thus, 
while  by  the  constitution  and  statutes  of  England,  the  person  of 
the  debtor  was  held  sacred  except  in  the  statutory  cases  before 
enumerated,  judicial  legislation,  impelled  by  an  unholy  thirst  for 
power,  had,  by  confounding  debt  with  crime,  gradually  familiar- 
ized the  public  mind  to  these  great  invasions  of  the  hberty  of  the 
subject.     By  the  use  of  these  various  kinds  of  mesne  process, 
founded  upon  fictitious  imputations  of  violation  of  social  order 
and  peace,  a  mere  debtor  could  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  at  the 
caprice  of  a  merciless  creditor.     It  is  not  strange  that,  supported 
by  such  infiuential  aids  and  auxiliaries,  the  spirit  of  cupidity  finally 
triumphed,  and   that  unhappy  England  saw  its  measures  finally 
receive  the  sanction  of  that  unreal  image  of  popular  representa- 
tion, termed  Parliament.     This  was  not  as  in  the  olden  time  of 
English  freedom,  when  before  the  institution  of  a  suit  against  any 
individual,  the  plaintiff  was  required  to  give  responsible  pledges 
to  prosecute  his  suit  with  eflfect.     Not  content  with  the  despotic 
innovations  already  effected,  the  courts,  in  order  to  remove  the 
last  vestige  of  personal  security  that  might  recall  public  sentiment 
by  association  of  ideas  to  a  remembranceof  former  independence, 
and  cause  it  to  revolt  against  the  infamy  of  present  degradation, 
substituted  in  the  place  of  the  real  pledges,  the  well  known  ficti- 
tious personages  that  now  figure  in  our  civil  process,  John  Doe 
and  Richard  noe. 

That  these  gradual  invasions  of  personal  liberty  did  not  awaken 
the  jealousy  of  the  public  mind  as  they  advanced,  and  provoke 
a  spirit  of  determined  resistance,  may  be  easily  accounted  for  from 
the  circumstance,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  courts  were  for  most 
of  the  time  concealed  beneath  a  jargon  of  terms,  invested  with 
the  mystery  of  fictions,  and  conducted  in  an  unknown  and  dead 
laitguage,  the  I^atin  tongue.    Besides,  there  was  no  expression 
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for  the  papular  voice  io  a  parliament  composed  of  rottoQ  boroughs* 
and  exclusively  controlled  by  the  wealth  and  aristocracy  of  the 
realm.  Such  is  the  story  of  this  illegitimate  offipring  of  tiie  com- 
mon law  or  England^  begotten  by  an  irresponsible  and  titled  judi- 
ciary, up  to  the  period  when  our  fathers,  without  any  question  as 
to  its  respectability,  adopted  it  into  their  jurisprudence.  That  its 
quiet  has  not  until  lately  been  disturbed  and  the  tale  of  its  origin 
been  drawn  from  the  dusty  chronicles  of  past  ages,  is  not  passing 
strange,  when  we  consi.ier  the  influence  over  the  mind  of  long  es- 
tablished custom,  however  unreasonable,  and  the  attention,  labor, 
and  thought  that  has  been  demanded  in  the  construction  of  the 
proud  fabric  of  freedom  in  which  we  now  dwell.  If  some  anti- 
quated and  absurd  models  of  antiquity  have  been  incorporated 
into  the  building,  either  through  inadvertence  or  mistaken  vene- 
ration, they  have  fortunately  been  so  placed,  that  without  impair* 
ing  the  strength  or  beauty  of  the  structure,  they  may  easily  be 
removed  by  us.  Antiquity  can  lend  no  sanction  to  error,  but  in- 
creases  the  necessity  for  its  early  extirpation. 

If  age  be  allowed  to  confirm  bad  as  well  as  good  customs,  theo 
most  certainly  it  were  as  well  to  retrograde  as  to  advance  in  know- 
ledge and  civilization.  There  would  then  be  every  reason  for 
extending  the  power  of  the  creditor  over  the  debtor,  instead  of 
limiting  or  restraining  it ;  for  however  great  has  been  the  outrage 
done  by  imprisonment  for  debt  to  the  natural  right  of  liberty  pos- 
sessed by  every  man,  its  atrocity  falls  infinitely  short  of  the  sav- 
age severity  of  tlie  codes  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  against  un* 
fortunate  debtors,  during  some  periods  of  their  history.  In  Athens, 
the  far  famed  city  of  wisdom»  the  node  of  Draco,  whose  mandates 
were  registered  in  blood,  was  in  perfect  consonance  with  the  cru* 
elty  they  tolerated  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  lowards  the  debtor. 
An  insolvent  might  there  be  compelled  to  cultivate  the  land  and 
bear  the  burthens  of  his  hard  hearted  creditor,  like  a  beast  of  the 
field,  and  to  transfer  to  him  his  children  to  be  sold  into  foreign 
slavery.  The  name  of  their  wise  and  humane  lawgiver,  Solon, 
who  arose  to  correct  this  and  other  cruelties  of  their  code,  has 
long  been  registered^  among  the  great  benefactors  of  mankind. 

Quite  as  degraded  was  the  condition  of  the  poor  debtor  in  Rome. 
By  the  laws  of  the  twelve  tables,  thirty  days  of  grace  were  al- 
lowed him  after  judgment  as  a  stay  of  final  process.  After  this 
period  he  was  surrendered  into  the  hands  of  his  creditor.  By  him 
he  might  be  confined  in  a  private  prison,  with  a  daily  allowance 
of  but  twelve  ounces  of  rice :  loaded  with  a  chain  of  fifteen  pounds 
weight,  he  might  be  exposed  in  the  market  place  to  move  his 
friends  to  pay  his  debt.  After  the  expiration  of  sixty  days,  no» 
thing  but  slavery  or  death  could  discharge  his  debt  Upon  the 
same  principle  tliat  modern  refinement  has  witnessed  bailifis  in- 
terrupt the  solemnities  of  funeral  rites  and  seize  as  their  prisoner 
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the  dead  body  of  the  debtor,  whom  death  has  discharged  from  his 
obligations^  to  satisfy  the  demand  of  some  ruthless  creditor,  might 
several  creditors  who  should  be  alike  unrelenting,  ''in  the  high 
and  palmy  state  of  Rome,*'  legally  dismember  and  make  partition 
of  the  body  of  their  debtor.  This  statement,  so  incredible  as  it 
may  seem,  cannot  be  discredited,  and  exhibits  in  a  powerful  light 
how  little  value  is  to  be  attached  to  ancient  precedent,  even  when 
drawn  from  the  legal  history  of  the  most  cultivated  nations.  It 
also  presents  with  equal  force  another  important  truth,  that  there 
is  no  limit  to  the  relentless  cravings  of  avarice  when  the  least  con- 
cession is  made  to  its  malignant  demands.  In  addition,  it  may  be 
remarked  that  this  kind  of  partial  legislati'>n  is  always  in  violation 
of  important  and  fundamental  principles,  and  in  the  instance  of 
imprisonment  for  debt,  it  is  most  markedly  the  case.  It  has  pas* 
sed  into  a  maxim  that  no  man  has  any  natural  right,  heedlessly 
to  dispose  of  life  or  liberty.  The  Supreme  Being  and  his  fellow 
man  have  an  interest  with  himself  in  both.  They  are  gifts  to  be 
improved,  and  not  to  be  imp«ired  or  wasted  by  him.  If  then 
they  be  not  within  his  absolute  disposition,  how  can  it  be  argued, 
as  it  sometimes  is,  in  support  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  that  in  re- 
gard to  every  contract  entered  into  under  its  system,  there  is  an 
implied  cession  of  the  natural  right  of  liberty  by  the  debtor  to  the 
creditor,  as  a  mode  of  satisfying  his  obligation  ?  If  society  com- 
mits a  wrong  in  enacting  such  laws,  the  debtor  participates  in  it 
by  acquiescence,  either  express  or  implied,  and  two  wrongs  can 
never  make  a  right. 

On  the  whole,  your  committee  are  most  clearly  of  opinion,  that 
humanity,  justice,  utility,  and  the  public  sentiment,  imperatively 
demand  a  repeal  of  the  law  in  our  jurisprudence  permitting  im- 
prisonment for  debt,  and  the  substitution  therefor  of  a  system  for 
the  punishment  of  fraudulent  debtors.  An  J  they,  therefore,  re- 
spectfully submit  a  bill  to  that  effect.  * 

V.  L.  BRADFORD,  Chairman. 
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(No.  7.) 

AUDITOR  GENERAL'S  REPORT. 

Auditor  6enerai.'8  OmcB, 
Detroit,  January  1st,  1838. 


-i 


Te  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Slate  of  Michigan : 
Gbntlebien  : — Pursuant  to  that  part  of  the  resoIutioD  approved 
April  6th,  1838,  requiring  the  Auditor  General  to  make  a  report 
of  the  finances  of  the  state  at  the  annual  session  of  the  legislature, 
J  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  sundry  documents  in  nu- 
merical order,  which  exhibit  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  state  for  the 
fiscal  year  which  closed  on  the  dlst  December  last,  up  to  which 
period  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  government  are  pro- 
perly designated. 

No.  1.  Exhibits  the  receipts  to  be,  $177,719  00 

Expenditures  during  the  same  period, 
including  a  balance  on  the  1st  of  Janua- 
ry, 1838,  of  » 15,067  92,  189,272  26 

Excess  drawn  for,  »1 1,553  26 
No.  2.  Exhibits  the  balance  of  state  taxes  due  from 

the  counties  for  the  years  1836  and  1837,  $35,388  12 

From  the  county  of  Monroe,  about  4,500  00 


•39,888  12 


Also  apportionment  of  state  tax  for  the 
year  1838,  exclusive  of  Wayne,  Barry 
and  Ottawa  counties,  56,348  00 

3.  Exhibits  a  balance  in  the  bank  fund  to  be  1,260  38 

4.  Exhibits  an  account  for  postage  on  letters 

and  public  documents,  balance  in   the 

hands  of  the  Auditor,  28  17 

5.  Certified  copy  of  report  of  the  acting  com- 

missioner of  the  penitentiary, 
do.     internal  improvement. 

6.  Exhibits  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 

said  fund  and  the  unexpended  balance  in 

the  fund,  640,509  68 

7.  Exhibits  the  amount  drawn  from  the  fund 

from  6th  April,  on  account  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  central  railroad,  122,613  12 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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Carried  forward,  $ 

8,  Exhibits  the  amount  of  advances  made  Hi- 

ram A^den,  late  actinjo:  commissioner  for 
Gunstruciion  of  the  central  railroad,  and 
accounted  for  by  vouchers  duly  audited,        65,000  00 

9.  Exhibits  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  A.  H. 

Adams,  secretary  of  the  board,  on  vouch- 
ers duly  audited,  for  construction  of  the 
central  railroad,  18,594  03 

10.  Exhibits  the  amount    of  advances  made 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commissioner  on 
northern  railroad  and  Saginaw  canal,  and 
accounted  for  by  vouchers  allowed,  ex- 
cepting 048  24  due  on  last  advance  of 

85,000,  20,000  qp 

11.  Exhibits  the  amount    of  advances  made 

James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner  on 
the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  and  ac- 
counted for  by  vouchers  duly  audited, 
excepting  04,286  due  on  last  advance  of 
05,000,  20,000  00 

Advanced  to  contractors  by  order  of  the 
board,  for  stone  for  sundry  canals,  and 
security  taken  for  the  faithful  delivery,  10,000  00 

12.  Exhibits  the  amount   of  advances    made 

Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commissioner 
on  the  southern  and  Havre  Branch  rail- 
roads, :md  accounted  for  by  vouchers  du- 
ly audited,  145,000  00 

13.  Exhibits  the  amount  of  advances  made  Rix 

Robinson,  acting  commissioner  on  the 
St.  Mary  canal,  Grand  and  Kalamazoo 
rivers,  and  vouchers  filed  duly  allowed 
for  017,668  66.  20,000  00 

14.  Exhibits  the  state  of  the  sinking  fund  and 

expenses  for  repairing  of  the  road    and 

ru5  ning  cars,  balance  in  the  fund,  88,562  71 

15.  Exhibits  an  amount  of  an  advance  made  L. 

B.  Mizner  while  acting  commissioner  on 
central  railroad,  and  balance  due  not  ac- 
counted for,  0528,  5,000  00 
No  provision  having   been  made  by  law  for  the  expxjnses  of 
running  the  cars,  and  the  repairs  on  the  (tentral  railroad,  they 
have  been  drawn  from  the  general  fund,  "ince  the   17th  August, 
us  they  could  not  be  legally  drawn  from  <he  revenues  of  the  rail- 
road, which  have  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  tne  sinking  fund. 
13 
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Soifne  legislative  action  should  therefore  be  made  for  the  future 
expenses. 

The  additional  duties  and  labor  that  have  devolved  on  me  since 
May  last,  in  attempting  to  make  a  final  statement  with  the  clerks 
and  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  under  the  late  law  granting 
licenses,  the  auditing  all  the  accounts  of  the  several  acting  com- 
missioners ot  internal  improvement  on  the  railroads  and  canals, 
and  a  number  of  claims  growing  out  of  it,  which  ought  to  h:ive 
been  adjusted  prior  to  the  taking  effect  of  the  last  act  for  the  regu- 
lation of  internal  improvenjent,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a  board 
of  commissioners,  together  with  the  additional  duties  imposed  on 
him  by  the  reviseJ  statutes,  and  the  very  limited  compensation 
pnade  by  law  for  clerk  hire,  has  rendered  it  in  a  manner  impracti- 
cable to  devote  any  time  to  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution. 

Defalcations  since  my  report  in  January,  1838 : 

William  Anderson,  sheriff  Washtenaw.* 

Abraham  Fr.  eland,  sheriff^,  Macomb. 

Harmon  Chamberlin,  sheriff.  St.  Clair. 

J.  H.  Cleveland,  sheriff,  Lenawee. 

L.  Buckingham,  sheriff,  Genessee. 

R.  Wheaton,  sheriff;  Eaton. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Auditor  General. 


No.  1. 

Henry  Howard  in  account  current  with  the  State  of  Michigan^ 

for  the  quarter  eroding  March  31*^  1838. 

Dr. 

1838. 

Jan.  2.  To  cash  received  of  J.  H.  Titus, 

auctioneer,  Wayne  co. 
Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff,  Wayne 

countv, 


10.  S.  Dunham,  treasurer  Branch 

countv,  8200  00 

U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff,  Hillsdale,      11  00 
J.  Pearson,  for  Bank  of  Brest,         75  00 
10,  Geo.  Nichols,  cashier  of  bank 

of  Cold  Water,  75  00 

H.  Cui^qau,  cashier  of  bank  of 

Saline,  75  OO 

n.  Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriff  of  Oak- 

land,  43  37 


49  43 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  9             $ 

Jan.   17.  Oakland  bank,  37  50 
Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank 

of  Pontiac,  37  50 

Bank  of  Shiawassee,  37  50 

Genessee  county  bank,  37  50          ' 

Bank  of  Marshall,  75  00 

Detroit  city  bank,  150  00 

Farmers*  bank,  Oakland,  37  50 

Farmers'  bank.  Genessee,  76  00 

23.  Ijoaned  from  Michigan  state 

bank,  40,000  00 

Bank  of  Gibraltar,  37  50 

Bank  of  Lapeer,  37  50 

To  cash  received  of  Bank  St. 

Clair,  93  05 

24.  Hillsdale  county,  for  cash  de- 

posited in  the  bank  of  Te- 
cumseh,  as  per  certificate 
of  deposite,  65  00 

A.  Goodrich,  cashier  of  Good- 
rich bank,  75  00 

E.  W.  Curtis,  sheriff,  Ionia  co.        61  00 
27.  O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer  Lapeer 

county,  32  00 

L.  Vandewalker,  sheriff  Kala- 
mazoo, 314  06 

29.  J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne 

county,  67  86 

30.  S.  T.  Mason,  for  one  quarter's 

salary  over  paid,  500  00 


Feb.    5.  Wayne  county  bank,  $75  00 

Merchants*  bank,  Jackson  co.         49  00 


8.  H.  N.  Munson,  St  Clair  co., 

on  account  of   state  taxes,     9124  00 
N.  R.Gibson,  Jackson  county^ 
on  account  of  state  tax,  800  00 


Stock,  per  cash  received  of  N. 
R.  Gibson,  sheriff  Jackson 
county,  in  part  of  taxes  for 
lS35,'and837  50  per  bal- 
ance due  in  1836  and  1837,    9150  00 
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Brought  forward, 

• 

Feb.    9. 

Saginaw  cily  bank, 
J.  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroe, 
by  check  on  Michigan  slate 

75  00 

bank. 

626  00 

J.  B.  Stewart,  sheriff  Branch 

county, 

44  52 

n. 

U.  B.  Couch,  Hillsdale  co. 

65  00 

13. 

E.  A  Trumbull,  St.  Joseph  CO. 
G.    W.   Hoffman,  auctioneer 

30  00 

Berrien  county, 

8  66 

9.  A.  G.  Hammond,  KaSamazoo 
county,  on  account  of  state 
tax,  250  00 

15.  Cash  rec'd  of  Livingston  county 

on  account  of  state  tax,  300  00 

19.  D.  B.  Warner,  auctioneer  Le- 
nawee county,  49  22 

22.  D.  Page,  Washtenaw  county, 

on  account  of  taxes,  300  00 

H.  N.  Munson,  treasurer  St. 
Clair  county,  on  ac'i  taxes,       476  00 

24.  H.  H.  Cooledge,   auctioneer 

Cass  county,  10  00 


Bank  of  Allegan,  875  00 

J   P.    Leroy,  treasurer  Oak- 
land county,  2,010  00 
28.  Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff  Wayne 

county,  on  account  of  taxes,     879  81 


March  2,  T.  P.  Sheldon,  treasurer  Kala- 
mazoo county,  966  00 

R.  C.  Payne,  treasurer  Berrien 

county,  1836,  50  00 

do      '  do         do       1837,      1,122  00 

D.  Page,  treasurer  Washte- 
naw county,  in  full  for  taxes 
1836,  86  22 

D.  Page,  treasurer  Washte- 
naw county,  in  part  for  1837,        6  78 

U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale,       86  00 
10.  Bank  of  Constantino,  60  00 

Charles  Hewitt,  treasurer  Len- 
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888  17 


],285  22 


2,964  81 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  lai 


Brought  forward,  $ 

awee  county,  for  taxes  1836,     500  00 


Mar.  10.  L.  Goodell,  sheriflF  Wayne  co.   381  68 
13.  A.  Freeiand,  sheriff  Macomb 

county,  35  15 


10.  J.  N.  Rogers,  auctioneer  Ber- 
rien county,  45  15 

Marvin  Preston,  treasurer  Cal- 
houn county,  3,149  00 

Joseph  Harper,  treasurer  Cass 

county,  790  00 

Alexander  V.   Sill,  treasurer 

St.  Joseph  county,  640  00 

P.  P.  Ferry,  treasurer  Monroe 
county,  per  certificate  de- 
posite,  2,562  86 


L.  Goodell,  sheriff,  1,075  00 

H.  N.  Munson,   treasurer  St 

Clair  county,  200  00 

G.  Spencer,  treasurer  Wayne 

county,  10,705  60 

B.  F.  H.  Witherell,  district  at- 
torney   Wayne  county  for 
collections, 
17.  J.  Siilson,  auctioneer  Wayne 
county, 

H.  Doty,  auctioneer   Wayne 
county, 
23.  Bank  of  Clinton, 

Bank  of  Utica, 

Joshua   Bangs,  treasurer  Van 
Buren  county, 

27.  Bank  of  Ypsilanti, 

28.  Andrew    Longstreet,    sheriff 

Van  Buren  county, 

31.  Bank  Genesee,  short  charged^ 
Bank  Gibraltar,         do 
Bank  Utica,  do 

S.  H.  Smith,  sheriff,  Feb.  9th, 

omitted, 
Warrant  returned  to  neutral 
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izp  a  credit  given  you  for 
this  amount  favor  John  Nor- 
ioUi  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  which 
included  money  advanced 
members  of  legislature  for 
the  present  year,  and  for 
which  there  was  no  appro- 
priation, 405  00 


512  25 


871.084  52 


1838,  Cr. 

By  balance  from  last  quarter,  $15,067  92 

Jan.    2,  By  cash   paid   warrant  favor 

Geo.  Morell,  «375  00 

Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  400  00 

Jno.  E.  Schwa rz,  31  25 

Kintzing  Pritchette,  250  00 

E  Ransom,  375  00 

Jno  Goodrich,  for  transporting 

records  from  Oakland,  12  00 

11. 


Paid  warrant  favor  John  Nor- 

X,**^*}    <6^ 

ton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 

neys paid  the  following  per- 

sons, viz : 

Gideon  Paull,  for  plastering. 

•5  00 

Jed  PC  Emmons  for  enrolling, 

16  00 

Gideon  Paull,             do 

30  00 

John  D.  Pierce,  superintendent. 

for  extra  services  and   ex- 

penses, 

201  00 

Marsh  &  Chittenden,  repairing 

stoves, 

19  05 

Edward  E.  Clark,  clerk  to  com- 

missioner  for   revising    the 

laws, 

750  00 

Geo.  L.  Whitney,  printer,  for 

papers, 

9  75 

Lewis  Bond,  librarian. 

121  25 

John    Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent. 

salary, 

100  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  for  disburse- 

ment for  wood,  <fcc. 

557  94 
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Jan.  11.  John  J  Adam,  for  superintend- 
ing publishing  of  Senate  jour- 
nal,  50  00 


Charles  T.  Totts,  for  enrolling,  8107  00 
Kingsbury  and  Dalty^for  news- 
papers, 176  25 
Jeiemiah  C'ark,  for  bread  fur- 
nished militia  on  their  march 
to  Toledo,  217  83 
O.  Marsh,  librarian,  102  00 
Cash   paid  warrant  favor  H. 
N.  Strong,  for  arrearages 
6lc.  6  00 
James  Manscll  for  painting  li- 
brary,                                         94  00 
John  J.   Adam,  for  copies  of 
daily  journal,  recording  and 
superintending  the  printing 
of  the  executive  journal,             24  00 
Wyllys  Smyth,  enrolling,  8  00 
D.  C.  Jackson,  for  subpoenas  in 
the  case  of  George  Morell, 
Calvin  C.  Jackson,  librarian, 
R.  Andrews,  for  enrolling, 
George  Griswold,  clerk  of  com- 
mittee, 
Joseph  Coats,  reporter, 
George  Combs,  services  at, 
Albert  Chandler,  bringing  up 
journals,  5  00 

Thomas  Clark,  for  enrolling,  90  00 

Anthony  Ten  Eyck,     do  15  00 

do  do     for  furnishing 

daily  journals  to  the  printer, 
Sheldon  Mc Knight,  for  postage, 
C.  B.  Harrington,  for  enrolling, 

15.  E.  Ely,  commissioner  in  the 
case  of  Geo.   Morell,  assis* 
tant  justice, 
John  Berry,  for  enrolling. 


1,858  99 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  8 

Jan-  16.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  ihe  mem- 
bers and  officers  of  the  legis- 
lature, a  12,491  30 

Douglass  Houghton,  Geologi- 
cal Surveyor,  on  Gov.  Ma- 
son's certificate,  6,000  00 
16.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  the  follow- 
ing persons,  viz  : 

N.  P.  Thayer,  3  00 

By    cash  paid  warrant  favor 

James  Kingsley,  3  00 

E.  Mundy,  330  00 

J.  S.  Bagg,  204  00 

Randolph  M'anning,  166  50 

John  S.  Bagg,  for  printing  and 
binding  the  laws  and  journals 
for  1837,  and  fcir  printing 
copies  of  the  bills  prepared 
for  the  reviser  of  the  laws,and 
for  printing  bills,  documents 
and  daily  jouinals  for  the 
members  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature,  agreeable  to 
an  act  makingappropriations 
for  the  adjourned  session  of 
November,  1837,  87,546  40, 
less  81,000,  advanced  as  per 
resolution  approved  22nd 
June,  1837,  6,546  40 

Bagg,  Barns  &  Co.  for  station- 
ery furnished  both  houses  of 
the  legislature,state  and  trea- 
sury offices,  857  59 

Sundry   members  and  officers 

of  the  legislature,  325  00 

L.  M.  Mason,  witness  in  the 
case  of  Geo.  More  1 1,  associ- 
ate justice,  for  six  days'  at- 
tendance and  mileage,  7  06 
23.  Michigan  state  bank,  for  inte- 
rest on  money  loaned  up  to 

Carried  forward,  $ 
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dlst  Dec.  1837,  769  31 

Jan*  24.  Calvin  C.  Jackson,  private  se- 
cretary to  S.   T.   Mason, 
from  1st  Oct.  to  31st  Dec-        125  00 
E.  N.  Bridges,  Bank  Commis- 
sioner, for  his  salary  from 

2Ut  Sept.  to  21st  Dec,  250  00  * 

20.  E.  FarnsWorth,  chancellor,  one 

quarter's  salary,  to  31  si  Dec,  375  00 


27.  John  Norton^  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  members 
and  officers  of  the  legislature,  $401  00 

29.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor 
William  S.  Driegs,  for  atten- 
dance and  travel  as  a  witness 
in  the  case  of  Geo.  Morell, 
associate  justice,  4  00 

Feb.  5.  H.  James,  four  days'  attendance 
and  sixty  miles'  travel  as  a 
witness  in  the  case  of  Geo. 
Morell,  associate  justice,  $5  75 

Kintzing    Prichette,   for    bal- 
ance of  his  salary  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  from  1st  Jan. 
to  6lh  February,  inclusive,       100  00 
9,  Sylvanus  Van  Est,  a  witness 
before  a  committee  at  Mon- 
roe, 15  00 
Geo.  Sedgwick,  for  services  as 
.  clerk  to  the  commissioner 
revising  the  laws,                        05  00 
12.  Rial  Irish,  a  witness  in  the  case 
of  Geo.  Morell,  associate  jus- 
tice, 7  12 
15.  A.  C.   Thurber,  C.  Harback 
and    C.   Barbor,   for  threo 
days'  attendance  and  twenty- 
five   miles*  travel   each,  as 
witnesses  in  the  case  of  Gea 
Morell,  associate  justice,             9  10 
19.  Franklin  Cowdery,  tor  record- 
Carried  forward,                  • 
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Brought  forward,  8 

ing  journal  of  the  adjourned 
session  of  1837,  85  00 

Feb,  24.  W.  F.  Sheldon,  for  five  days' 
attendance  and  sixty-five 
miles'  travel  as  a  witness  in 
the  case  of  Geo.  Morell,  as- 
sociate justice,  0  40 


28.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  members 
and  officers  of  the  legislature, 
omitted  Jan'y  23d,  405  00 

Mar.  2.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor 
Thomas  J.  Drake,  as  counsel 
in  the  case  of  Geo.  Morell, 
associate  justice,  40  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  members 
and  officers  of  the  legislature,     171  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  money  paid  Phineas  Da- 
vis, for  a  portrait  frame,  200  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent, 
for  moneys  paid  Wm.  Tor- 
ry,  eight  days  and  thirty-one 
miles'  travel,Calvin  C.Parks, 
one  day  and  twenty-five 
miles' travel,  Wm.  Baldwin, 
three  days  and  twenty-five 
miles'  travel,  1 1  50 


Henry  C.  Bunce,Calhoun  coun- 
ty Patriot,  95  00 

3.  John  Norton,  Jr.  for  money 

paid  Wm  Moore,  3  00 

6.  Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  Gene- 
ral, for  postage,  30  00 

26.  P.    Morey,  Attorney  General, 

two  quarter's  salary,  up  to 
21st  inst.  200  00 

Geo.  W.  Wisner,  House  Rep- 
resentatives, and  mileage,         163  50 

27.  John  Galloway,  two  days  and 


243  46 


827  50 
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Brought  forward, 
twenty-four  miles'  travel,  a 
witness  in  case  Geo.  Morell, 
Mar*  28.  L.  Pittman,  inspector  3d  divi- 
sion  militia, 

31.  Hosllen  for  repairing  arms  be- 
longing to  the  state, 
2.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent* 
viz :  M.  Paulding  for  a  stove, 
Cash  received  from  state  trea- 
sury, as   per  resolution   of 
30th  January, 
Two  last  charges  omitted  in 
their  place. 


31.  By  balance  on  quarter  ending 
this  datey 


2  50 
70  00 

300  00 
30  75 


474  00 


7,224  84 


1838. 
Apr. 


16. 

17. 
20. 


D&. 

To  balance  in  treasury  this  day, 
St'k,  cash  received  of  Lemuel  Goodell, 

sheriff  Wayne  county, 
Huron  River  bank, 
J.  Orr,  deputy  sheriff,  Mackinac, 
John  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroe  co. 
Lewis  Reed,  do.    Kent  county. 

Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh  railroad, 

interest  on  810,000, 
Uriah  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale, 


H.  Chamberlin,      do.  St.  Clair, 
C.  Bucknam,  do  Oakland, 

do  do         do 

24.  Fowler  Preston,  do  Berrien, 
H.  C.  Goodrich,  do  Calhoun, 
Berrien  county,  cash   rec'd  of  R.  C. 

Paine,  treasurer, 
Stock,  cash  received  of  J.  H.  Cleve- 
land, sheriff  Lenawee, 
30.  J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne  c^. 
May.    3.  Cash  received  of  cash  loan  of  internal 
improvement  fund,  per  legislative 
act  approved  April  6th, 
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May    4.  Wm.  Tompkins,  sheriff  Lhringston,  116  00 

Stock,  cash  received   of  Edward   A. 

Trumbull,  sheriff  St.  Joseph  county,  403  11 

St.  Joseph  county,  cash  received  of  A. 
V.  Sill,  treasurer,  to  return  two  five 
dollar  counterfeit  bills,  March  13th,  10  00 

8.  Monroe  county,  cash  received  of  Peter 
P.  Ferry,  treasurer,  as  per  certificate 
of  deposite,  of  the  cashier  of  Mer- 
chants'and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Mon- 
roe, 251  08 
10.  Macomb  county,  cash  received  of  R- 

O.  (^ooley,  treasurer,  1,065  ^ 

12.  Stock,  cash  received  of  U*  B.  Couch, 

sheriff  Hillsdale  county,  46  00 

Van  Buren  county,  cash  received  of 

Joshua  Bangs,  treasurer,  68  00 

1&  Stock,  cash  received  of  Lemuel  Good- 
ell,  sheriff  Wayne,  260  00 

17.  M.  V.  Hunter,  sheriff  Cass  county,  162  00 
Shiawassee  county,  cash  received  of 

Josiah  Pierce,  treasurer,  125  26 

18.  Allegan  county,  cash  received  of  M. 

"Winslow,  treasurer,  375  00 

19.  Berrien  county,  cash  received  of  R. 

C  Paine,  treasurer,  118  00 

Stock,  cash  received  of  J.  Murphy, 
sheriff  Allegan  county,  for  taxes  on 
licenses,  ^47  00 

Another  item  for  taxes  on  licenses,    22  00 

69  00 

29.  I..  Van  De  Walker,  sheriff  Kalamazoo,  36  50 

Jane  11.  H.  C.  Goodrich,  sheriff  Calhoun  co.  195  00 

Fowler  Preston,  sheriff  Berrien  co.  70  00 

Cass  county,  cash  received  of  J.  Har* 

per,  treasurer,  210  00 

IS.  Stock,  cash  received  of  James  Stilson, 

auctioneer  Wayne  county,  28  03 

18.  do.     cash  received  of— May  11,1 888,  314  00 

Cash  returned  by  penitentiary  fund, 
the  same  amount  having  been  ad- 
vanced from  the  treasury  to  Benja- 
min Porter,  commissioner,  May  9th, 
1638,  5,000  00 

Carried  forward,  9 
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June  26.  James  M.  Burger,  for  printiDg  bank 
bonds,  the  same  having  been  twice 
paid,  51  00 

tl  05,355  31 

Cr. 

April  2.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor  George 
Morell,  assistant  justice,  for  one  quar- 
ter's salary,  9375  00 
William  A.  Fletcher,  chief  justice,  for 

one  quarter's  salary,  400  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  of  Epaphrodi- 
tas  Ransom,  associate  justice,  one- 
quarter's  salary,  375  00 

Elon  Farnswcrth,  chancellor,  one  quar- 
ter's salary,  375  00 
J.  E.   Schwartz,  Adj't  Gen.  for  one 

quarter's  salary,  31  25 

Stevens  T.  Mason,  Governor,  for  one 

quarter's  salary,  500  00 

3.  Samuel  Forsyth,  for  bread  furnished 

the  militia,  0  25 

S.  N.  Gantt,  for  15  days'  attendance 
and  50  miles'  travel  in  the  case  of 
Geo.  MorelK  10  63 

7.  Henry  Howard,  Treasurer,  for  one 

quarter'ssalary,  ending  3l8t  March,  125  00 

9.  Wm.  A.  Fletcher,  commissioner  to  re- 
vise the  laws,  one  quarter's  salary,  375  00 
10.  Grand  River  Times,  3  00 
H.  A.  Mansfield,  for  taking  the  cen- 
sus of  Ottawa  county,                                         30  00 
John  Delafield,  for  half  yearly  interest 

on  loan  of  $100,000,  due  1st  May,  3,000  00 

12.  Quartermaster  Greneral,  to   pay  the 
following  persons,  viz : 
G*  R.  King, 
B.  B.  Davis, 

D.  McDonald, 
A.  Marsh, 
N.  W-  Wadsworth, 
John  Hanson, 

E.  Ferguson, 


•17  25 

55  00 

6  00 

14  25 

6  00 

4  00 

12  67 
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Brought  forward, 
Apr.  12.  It.  H.  Knapp,  goin^  express,  5  00 
John  Chamberlain,  for  transporta- 
tion, 20  00 
D.  McDonald,  for  team,  5  00 
John  Hanson,  team,  2d  trip,  5  00 
Col.  H.  Smith,  for  transportation,  6  00 


155  17 


Morse  and  Brother,  for  stationery  fur- 
nished Executive,  Secretary  of  State 
and  Treasurer's  offices,  56  05 

Oren  Marsh,  librarian,  from  1st  Jan- 
uary to  7ih  inst,  inclusive,  at  83  per 
diem,  on  S.  T.  Mason's  certificate,  291  00 

14.  John  S.  Bagg,  in  part  of  S10,000  to  be 
paid  him  for  publishing  the  laws, 
&c.  as  per  appropriation  of  the  6th 
instant,  5,000  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  John  Norton, 
Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys  paid 
members  and  officers  of  the  legisla- 
ture, 22,279  50 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons,  viz: 

Jonathan  P.  King,  for  newspapers, 

Geo.  L.  Whitney,  for        do 

John  J.  Adam,  for  preparing  manual 
and  bringing  up  journal, 

John  J.Adam,  for  recording  executive 
journal, 

Parce  GrifFord,  for  cleaning  hall, 

P.  Downey,  for  enrolling, 

P.  Downey,  for  enrolling,  extra  ses- 
sion, December, 

Burger  &  Stevens,  for  stationery,  both 
houses, 

John  Norton,  Jr.  salary  as  fiscal  agent, 

C.  T.  Potts,  enrolling  clerk, 

Robert  Andrews,  assistant  clerk,  extra 
session, 
do.     enrolling  clerk, 

H.  P.  Cobb,  commissioner  for  locating 
site  state  prison. 

Marsh  and  Chittenden,  wood  for  gov- 
ernor's office, 

Carried  forward, 
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Apr.  14.  H.  S.  Buel,  on  account  of  expenses 

attending  the   investigation   of  the 

northern  and  southern  railroads,  75  00 

Jacob  Beesouy  commissioner  locating 

site  for  penitentiary,  500  00 

Levi  W.  Bebee,  member  division  court     • 

martial,  10  00 

James  M.  Burger,  for  Morning  Post, 

both  houses,  92  00 

James  M.  Burger,  for  printing  bonds 

and  mortgages  for  bank  corn's,  51  00 

Geo.  L.  Whitney,  for  42  copies  of  pa- 

£rs,  105  00 

rry,  for  investigating  northern  and 
southern  railroad,  13  00 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Jed.  P.  C. 
Emmons,  for  investigating  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  10  00 

A.  Tredwerry,  for  do  21  00 

Jed.  P.  C.  Emmons,  for  investigating 

northern  and  southern  railroad,  120  00 

E.  F.  Cook,  for  two  days'  attendance 
and  twenty-eight  miles'  travel  in  the 
case  of  Geo*  Morell,  assistant  jus- 
tice, 2  76 

John  B.  Martz,  for  three  days'  attend- 
ance and  twenty-five  miles'  travel 
in  the  case  of  Geo.  Morell,  assistant 
justice,  3  00 

George  L.  Whitney,  for  Advertiser,  20  00 

16.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  S.  T.  Ma- 
son, to  pay  the  interest  due  on  810- 
000  for  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh 
railroad,  350  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons,  viz: 

Isaac  W.  Averill,  99  00 

Silas  D.  McKeen,  177  00 

John  Martin,  125  00 

Jeremiah  R.  Smith,  15  00 


826  00 

Marsh  and  Chittenden,  short  on  war- 
rant,   .  10  00 
Sundry  members  of  the  legislature,  1,389  50 
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Apr.  17.  Joha  Norton,  Jr.  for  moneys  paid  the 
fol  lowing  persons,  viss : 

Wm.  P.  Patrick,  member  division 
court  martial,  9  00 

John  S.  Bagg,  short  paid  him  on  his 

claim  of  1837,  1,000  00 

John  S.  Bagg,  for  publishing  bank  cer- 
tificates, journals  for  session  1837, 
folding,  stitching  and  binding  the. 
same,  with  the  executive  journal  for 
1 835,  1 836,  and  1837,  and  for  bind- 
ing laws  for  library, 

John  S.  Bagg,  Free  Press  for  Senate, 
do  stationery  for     do 

do  do  for  supreme  court, 

do  do        H.  R. 

Sheldon  McKnight,for  postage  on  pub- 
lic letters  and  documents, 
do  do  do 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  of  N.  P. 
Thayer,  member  division  court 
martial,  0  00 

Charles  Jackson,  for  altering  the  man- 
ner of  warming  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, 102  75 

Martin  Davis»  member  division  court 
martial,  15  00 

Sidney  L.  Rood,  binding  books  for  the 
Senate,  15  00 

C.  Bucknam,  sheriff  Oakland}  for  ser- 
ving subpoenas  in  the  case  of  G^. 
Morell,  34  80 

Snow  and  Fisk,  stationery  for  the  Sen- 
ate   and    House  Representatives* 
- 1837  and  1838,  $8  75  and  813  75,  22  50 

John  Cornwall,  enrolling  clerk,  6  days,  6  00 

Marsh  and  Chittenden,  fitting  stovea 
for  Senate,  28  44 

Thomas  Clark,  for  attendance  on  com- 
mittee of  investigation  on  northern 
and  southern  railroads,  24  00 

J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Ba^,  for  newspapers,  120  00 

10.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  of  L.  M.  Ma- 
son and  Ira  Porter,  for  expenses  of 
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Brought  forward, 
committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  location  of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  97  50  each, 
Apr.  20.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons,  viz*: 

George  Henderson,  member  division 
court  martial, 

John  B.  Yalee,  translating  Governor's 
message  into  French, 

C.  Cogershall,  for  locks  and  trimmings 
for  desks, 

Joseph  Bambletf  for  wood  furnished 
the  legislature, 

E.  P.  Gardner,  for  newspapers, 

Horace  Stevens,  commissioner  loca- 
ting state  prison, 

Thomas  Armstrong,  a  witness  for  th6 
committee  investigating  the  north- 
ern and  southern  railroads. 

Cash  paid  warrant  favor  John  S. 
Heath,  a  witness  on  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  northern  and  southern  rail- 
road routs, 

L.  P.  Sanger,  witness  northern  and 
southern  railroad  routs, 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons,  vizs 

Charles  Moran,  member  house  Repre- 
sentatives, 

Jira  Payn,  do 

Louis  Beaufait,  do 

M.  F.  Love, 

Henry  Smith, 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons  for 
firewood  and  repairs  to  the  premises 
of  the  capitol : 

Robert  T.  Elliot,  for  repairs, 

G.  W.  Miller,  for  wood, 

J.  B.  Mansell,  for  glazing, 

John  Largy,  for  wood, 

M.  Pelow,  for  cutting  wood, 

John  Ellis,  do 

George  Combs,    do 
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Harvey  Willis,  for  sundries,  10  00 

Apr,  21.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  E.  J.  Ro- 
berts, commissioner  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  revised  laws,  90  days,  at 
•3  per  day,  up  to  the  20th  April,  270  00 

22.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Bank  commission- 
er,one  quarter's  salary  from  the  18th 
January  to  the  18th  April,  1838,  312  50 

Ashal  Fuller,  for  three  days'attendance 
and  mileage  in  the  case  of  George 
Morell,  3  00 

John  Davis,  for  three  days'  attendance 
and  mileage  in  the  case  of  George 
Morell,  2  63 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  mo- 
neys paid  the  following  persons,  viz: 

Thomas  Clark,  for  copying  a  portion 
of  the  revised  laws,  3  00 

James  B.  Watson,  enrolling  clerk,  5  00 

25.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Bethuel  Far- 

rand,  pursuant  to  an  act  to  author- 
ize a  loan  for  the  manufacturing  of 
silk,  approved  20th  March,  183S,  800  00 

26.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  John  Gibson, 

crier  of  the  supreme  court,  $80  50 

Firewood  for  supreme  and  circuit 

courts,  40  00 

120  50 

Lemuel  Goodell,  member  division 

court  martial,  9  00 

do    as  inspector  of  1st  brigade  and 

Ist  division  militia,  32  00 

27.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for 

moneys  paid  the  following  per- 
sons, viz : 

A.  W.  Buel,  member  House  Re- 
presentatives, 291  00 

A.  W.  Buel,  for  translating  (Jovemoi's  mes- 

sacre  into  German,  40  00 

R.  W.  Paulding,  for  materials  furnished 
the  committee  for  altering  the  method  of 
warming  House  of  Representatives, 

R.  W,  Paulding,  for  removing  stove  pipe* 
from  the  halu 
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Apr.  27.  George  Combs,  for  coal   for  Governor's 

room,  9  69 

Orlando  Combs,  sergeant-at-arms,  6  00 

Isaac  A.  ^dams,  on  account  attending  the 
investigation  of  the  northern  and  southern 
railroad,  21  00 

May  3.  Paid  v«rarrant  favor  of  John  Norton,  Jr.  fis- 
cal agent,  for  moneys  paid  the  following 
persons  viz : 

Franklin  Cowdery,  for  services  brining 
up  senate  journal  and  three  days  services 
as  secretary  of  the  senate,  69  00 

John  E.  Schwartz,  member  division  court 

martial,  9  00 

Garry  Spencer,  noember  division  court  mar- 
tial, 9  00 

John  J.  Adam,  fur  sundries  for  the  use  of 
the  senate  as  per  John  Clark's  certificate,  6  00 

4.  Paid  warrant  favor  Michigan 

slate  bank,  940,000  00 

Interest  from  1st  January,  825  00 

40,826  00 

Paid  warrant  favor  of  Alpheus  Felch,  Bank 
commissioner,  one  quarter's  salary'  from 
3d  February,  '  312  50 

7.  Kintzing  Pritchette,  Bank  commissioner, 
one  quarter's  salary  from  7th  Februarv 
to  7th  May,  '         312  60 

9.  Benjamin  Porter,  commissioner  for  building 

state  penitentiary,     -  6,000  00 

10.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 

paid  the  following  persons,  viz : 
John  McDonell,  senator,  246  00 

Orren  Southwell,  on  account  of  expenses 
of  investigating  the  northern  and  south- 
ern railroad  routes,  16  00 
Benjamin  Sherman  for  same,  12  94 
Henry  Wells,            do  9  00 
Paid  warrant  favor  Orus  Field  and  E.Burch, 
for  transportation  of  arms*  &c.  to  and 
from  Gratiot,  920  each,                                    40  00 

11.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 

paid  the  following  persons,  viz : 
Charles  T.  Holmes,  a  witness  investigating 
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northern  and  soutliern  railroad  routs,  15  81 

May  11,  James  W.  Griffin,  witness  for  same  routes,  17  81 

John  T.  Adams,  do  do  13  31 

Jared  Pond,  do  tlo  10  61 

Solomon  Clise,  for  three  days'  attendance 
and  25  miles'  travel  in  the  case  of  George 
Moreil.  assistant  justice,  3  06 

Paid  warrant  favor  H.  B.Webster,  for  iron 
safe  for  treasurer's  office,  42  95 

14.  John  Pascall,  for  four  days' attendance  and 

25  miles'  travel  in   the  case  of  George 

Moreil,  3  56 

15.  Reuben  Stoddard,  for  transporting  volun- 

teers from  Monroe  to  Gibraltar,  5  00 

19.  Albert  Chandler,  for  bringing  up  journal 
and  documents  of  extra  session,  1837,  H. 
pf  Representatives,  40  00 

Albert  Chandler,  for  extra  services  in  bring- 
ing up  journal  H.  R.  of  the  extra  session, 
1837.  24  00 

Services   for   bringing  up   journal  H.  R. 

183^,  130  00 

18.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor  John  Norton, 

jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys  paid   the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz : 

George  Combs,  assistant  messenger,  97  00 

Benjamin  Irish,  for  nine  days'  attendance 
and  mileage  in  the  case  of  George 
Moreil,  and  serving  subpoenas,  12  62 

John  R.  White,  for  expenses  attending 
investigation  of  the  northern  and  south- 
ern railroads,  6  05 

John  R.  White,  for  eight  days'  attendance 
and  sixty  miles'  travel  in  the  case  of 
George  Moreil,  associate  justice,  7  75 

Austin  Dunbar,  W.  G.  Dunbar  and  Almon 

Dunbar,  members  of  the  Hay  den  band,  36  00 

19.  Auditor  General,  for  postage,  25  00 
Joseph  Pierce,  member  Hayden  band,  12  00 
George  Clark,  for  provisions  furnished  tlie 

militia  going  and  returning  from  Toledo,  90  00 

John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons,  viz  ; 
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May  19.  Miner  Y.  Turrill,  for  twelve  days*  atten- 
dance and  sixty  miles'  travel  in  the 
case  of  Geo.  Morell,  associate  justice,  0  60 

Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  for  superintending 
the  publication  of  the  journals  and  pre- 
paring indexes- to  the  same,  as  per  ap- 
propriation, 1837,  150  00 
31.     Samuel  Doty,  member  H.  R.  services 

and  mileage,  300  00 

Alonzo  Cressey,  member  legislature  1837,         21  00 
George  Combs,  door-keeper,  as  per  war- 
rant favor  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent, 
given  April  27th,  omitted,  9  00 

June  7.  Each  of  the  fallowing  [persons,  members  of 
the  geological  department : 
Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist,  for 
one  quarter's  salary  from  Man:h  1st 
to  May  31st,  1838,  500  00 

8.  C.  C.  Douglass,  sub-assistant,  quarter  as 

above,  8800,  200  00 

W.  P.  Smith,  sub-ass't  zoologist,  do.  do.        250  00 
Bela  Hubbard,     do.     geologist,  do.  do.         200  00 
By  cash  paid  warrant  favor  the  following 
})er8ons  lor  expenses  attending  investiga- 
tion of  N.  and  S.  railroads : 

Zebulcn  Mason,  20  50 

Obed  Lacey,  20  00 

18.  John  Norton,  jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  money  paid 

Henry  Clitz,  messenger  to  the  Senate,  97  00 

Contingent  fund,  subject  to  the  Governor's 

order,  as  per  act  approved  March  23,  '37,      2,000  00 

15.  Randolph  Manning,  Secretary  of  State,  one 

quarter's  salary  from  8th  February  to 

8th  May,  $1,000  per  annum,  250  00 

16.  John  Wright,  botanist  of  geological  corps, 

from  1st  March  to  1st  June,  one  quar- 
ter's salary,  at  81,500  per  annum,  375  00 

Abram  Sager,  zoologist  of  geological  corps, 
salary  as  above,  375  00 

Greorge  H.  Bull,  minor  assistant  to  the  bo- 
tanist, quarter  as  above,  salary  8800  per 
annum,  200  00 

Austin  M.  Gould,  for  blank  books  furnished 
the  supreme  and  circuit  courts,  19  50 

^■.— ^.— — ^ 
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June  16.  Richard  Partridge,  one  of  the  Hay  den  band, 

as  nnusician  at  Toledo  expedition,  12  00 

James  Mulholiand,  for  services  apprehend- 
ing a  person  by  the  name  of  Brown,  in 
Ohio,  on  the  warrant  of  the  Governor,  36  00 

28.  Collins,  Keese  Sl  Co.  for  balance  due  for 

books  purchased  for  the  state  library,  •  438  46 

29.  Edward  Mundy,  for  services  as  acting  Go- 

vernor at  diflerent  periods  previous  to 

the  first  day  of  January  last,  666  00 

30.  Epaphroditas  Ransom,  for  one  quarter's  sa^* 

lary  as  associate  justice,  ending  this  date,  375  00 
By  over  charge  in  amount  received  from 

Caleb  Bucknam.  sherifT  Oakland  county, 

April  20th,  1838,  25 

By  balance  in  the  treasury  carried  to  debit 

of  new  account,  2,222  32 


•105,355  31 
Henry  Howard  in  account  current  toith  the  State  of  Michigan 
for  the  quarter  ending  September  BOth^  1838. 

1838.  Db. 

July    2.  To  balance  in  treasury  from  last  quarter,        2,222  32 
7.  Cass  county,  cash  received  of  J.  Harper* 

treasurer,  123  66 

10.  A.  v.  Sill,  treasurer  St.  Joseph  county,  on 

account  of  state  taxes, 
12.  H.  Dotv,  auctioneer  Wayne  county, 
14.  E.  N.  Davenport,  sheriff  Saginaw  county, 
17.  H.  C.  Goodrich,  sheriff  Calhoun  county, 
U.  6.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale  county, 
Goodrich  bank,  being  the  semi-annual  pay- 
ment  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent  on  the 
capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
20.  John  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroe  county, 
Lemuel  Goodell,  sheriff  Wayne  county, 

24.  Bank  of  Marshall,  being  the  semi-annual 

payment  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent  on 
the  capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
John  A.  Drew,  sheriff  Mackinac  county, 

25.  Bank  of  Singapore,  being  the  semi-annual 

payment  of  one  half  of  one  per  cent  on 
the  capital  stock  of  said  bank, 
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Aug.    3.  H.  Pennoyer,  sheriff  of  Ottawa  county,  26  00 

A.  Spencer,  auctioneer  Ionia  county,  2  00 

Bank  of  Constantine,  being  one  half  of  one 

per  cent  on  the  capital  stock,  65  93 

Josiah  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne  County,  13  50 

10.  Godwin  Dolan,  auctioneer  of  Calhoun  coun- 

ty, 6  00 

11.  Cashier  Commercial  bank  St.  Joseph,  being 

the  semi-annual  payment  of  one  half  of 

one  per  cent  on  the  capital  stock,  37  50 

14.  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  St.  Clair,  being  the 

half  yearly  payment  of  one  half  of  one 

per  cent  on  the  capital  stock,  117  26 

16*  Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  county,  being 
the  half  yearly  payment  of  one  half  of 
one  per  cent  on  tne  capital  stock,  49  00 

27.  William  R.  Watson,  auctioneer  Kalama« 

zoo  county  26  00 

31.  State  treasurer,  to  refund  this  amount  loan- 
ed as  per  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
January  30,  1838,  7,224  84 

Sept    5.  Cash  received  of  Henry  Pennoyer,  sheriff 

Ottawa,  '  45  00 

15.  James  Stilson,  auctioneer  Wayne,  31  04 

17.  John  L.  Wendell,  sheriff  Monroe  county, 

for  taxes  on  licenses,  65  25 

18.  O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer  Lapeer  county,  150  00 
24.  A.  B.  Gibson,  for  10  copies  of  the  revised 

statutes  at  93  a  copy,  30  00 

26.  M.  V.  Hunter,  sheriff  of  Cassr  county,  and 

deposited  in  Michigan  state  bank,  44  75 

A.  V.  Sill,  treasurer  of  St  Joseph  county, 

July  14th,  charged  5th  Mav,  10  00 

Fattner's  bank  Homer,  for  half  yearly  in- 
stalment on  capital  stock,  Aug.  3d,  49  30 
Genessee  county  bank,  for  half  yearly  instal- 
ment on  capital  stock,  Aug.  6,     ^  37  50 
30,  Balance  carried  down,                                      778  79 


•11,879  54 


1838  Cr. 

July  2.  By  warrant  favor  Henry  Howard,  Treasu- 
rer, for  one  quarter's  salary,  ending  June 
30th,  1838,  $500  per  annum,  $125  00 

Carried  forward,  $ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


120  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

Brought  forward,  • 

July    2.  John  E.  Schwartz,  Adjutant  General,  one 

quarter's  salary,  31  26 

Stevens  T.  Mason,  Governor,  one  quarter's 
salary  ending  June  30th,  1838,  $2,000 
per  annum,  500  00 

George  Morel!,  associate  justice,  one  quar- 
ter's salary  ending  June  30th,  1838,  at 
•1,500  per  annum,  375  00 

3.  John  D.  Pierce,  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  two  quarter's  salary  from 
Jan.  1st  to  June  30th,  1838,  inclusive^  at 
91,500  per  annum,  750  00 

Stephen  Reeves,  for  three  days  attendance 
and  26  miles'  travel  in  the  case  of  George 
Morell,  associate  justice,  3  13 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agei.t,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons,  to  wit : 

Tracy  McCracken,  on  account 
of  expenses  of  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the 
northern  and  southern  rail- 
roads, 928  00 

By  warrant  favor  John  R. 
Kellogg,  for  same,  10  00 

W.  Wing,  member  of  the  Senate,    3  00 

41  00 

Robert  Abbott,  for  postage,  25  OO 

5.  George  Crane,  for  expenses  of  committee 

appointed  to  investigate  the  northern  and 

southern  raifroads,  7  16 

6.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 

paid  the  following  persons,  viz : 
Calvin  (/.  Jackson,  private  secretary,  one 
quarter's  salary  ending  June  30th,  at 
9500  per  annum,  9125  00 

Peter  Morey,  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, one  quarter's  salary  end- 
ing June  22d,  at  9400  per 
annum,  100  00 

Sylvester  W.  Higgins,  topo- 
grapher in  the  geological  de- 
partment, one  quarter's  sala- 
ry, ending  June  1st,  1838,  at 
91,000  per  annum,  250  00 
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July  6.  L.  S.  Milier»  on  account  of  ex- 
penses of  committee  to  in- 
vestigate the  location  of  the 
northern  and  eouthern  rail- 
roads, $8  17 
John  J.  Adam,  on  acc't  of  same,      94  00 

577  17 

William  A.  Fletcherychief  justicot  one  quar- 
ter'a  salary  from  1st  April  to  30th  June 
inclusivei  at  $i,600  per  annum,  400  00 

Elon  Farnsworth,  Cbancallor,  one  quarter's 
salary  from  ist  April  to  30th  June  inclu- 
sive, at  $(1,500  per  annum,  875  00 
O.  D»  RichardsoBf  for  services  one  week  to 

commissioner  revising  the  Iaws»  as  clerk,  25  00 

13.  John  Norton,  Jr.  fur  this  amount  paid  A. 
Ten  Eyck,  clerk  House  Representatives^ 

1837,  75  00 
17.  Albon  Benoett,  Wm.  Taylor,  Jr.  and  John 

Smithy  members  of  the  llayden  band,  for 
services  at  Toledo  a^  musicians,  $12 
each,  36  00 

21.  Warrant  favor  H.  Gilbert,  for  the  Kalama- 
zoo Gazette,  3  00 

23.  Robert  Abbott,  for  services  and  incidental 
expenses  from  November,  1834,  up  to 
Sepcember,  1836,  80  00 

25.  Robert  Abbott,for  stationery  and  office  rent 

as  per  appropriation,  approved  ^pril  6, 

1838,  75  00 

26.  E.  B.  Harrington^  commissioner  superin- 

tendirw  the  publication  of  the  iievised 
laws,  for  two  quarters  salary  from  Jap. 
15th  to  July  I5tb,  1838,  d40  00 

31.  R.   W.   Ingalls,  for  the  Adrian  Watch 

Tower,  3  00 

Aug.  1*  E.  J.  Roberts,  commissioner  superinteodii^ 
publication  of  the  revised  statutes,  from 
April  20th  to  July  20th,  services,  270  00 

4.  Thomas  Fitzgerald,  Bank  Commissioner, 
for  services  from  April  18th  to  July  4^ 
inclusive,  at  91,250  per  annum,  367  35 

9.  Randolph  Manning,  for  services  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,  from  the  8th  of  May  to  the 

Carried  forward,  • 
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8th  of  August,one  quarter,  at  •1,000  per 
annum,  250  OO 

Aug.  10.  Kintzing  Pritchelte,  for  services  as  Bank 
Commissioner,  from  May  8th  to  Aug, 
8th,  1838,  at  81,250  per  annum,  812  50 

Alpheus  Felch,  for  services  as  Bank  Com- 
missioner, from  May  2d  to  August  2d, 
1838,  at  91,250  per  annum,  312  50 

11.  W.  T.  House,  for  compensation  in  full  as 
witness  before  the  committee  of  investi* 
gation  on  the  southern  railroad,  as  per 
appropriation  approved  April  6th,  1838,  14  00 

13.  Simon  Poupard,  for  transportation  and  ex- 
penses attending  the  books  brought  from 
New  York  for  slate  library,  on  the  Gro- 
vernor's  certificate  of  Aug.  10th  instant,  7  52 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons,  on  account  of 
expenses  of  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  location  of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  viz : 
D.  G.  Guernsey,  «18  81 

Joseph  Gibbons,  6  66 

25  47 

13.  Warrant  favor  Ransom  R.  Belding,  for 
four  days*  attendance  and  twenty-four 
miles'  travel  in  the  case  of  George  Mo- 
rell,  associate  justice,  3  50 

J.  P.  Richardson,  for  three  days'  attendance 
in  the  case  of  George  Morell,  I   50 

14.  Timothy  Emerson,  for  one  month's  services 
as  musician  in  the  Hayden  band,  appro- 
priation April  6,  1838.  12  00 
18.  Robert  Abbott,  for  postage,                                  25  00 
22,  John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons,  viz : 
S.  J.  Smith,  for  expenses  of  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  ^he  location  of  the 
northern  and  southern  railroads,  86  05 
Moses  Sage,                do                   16  81 
JcAn  Martin,  for  pay  as  a  member 
of  the  legislature,  December  ses- 
sion,                                              32  00 

55  61 

27.  J.  H.  Bowman,  pay  as  mem'r  legislature,  15  00 
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Sept  1.  S«  W.  HiggiDs,  for  serWces  as  topographer 
of  the  geological  department,  irom  June 
1st  to  September  1st,  1838,  at  81,000 
per  annum,  250  00 

3*  Douglass  H<  ughton,  for  services  as  State 
Greologist,  from  June  1st  to  Aug.  dlst 
inclusive,  at  82,000  per  annum,  500  00 

William  P.  Smith,  for  services  as  Zoolo« 
gist  from  Juno  istto  August  22d,  1838, 
at  81,000  per  annum,  226  00 

Bela  Hubbard,  for  services  as  sub-assistant 
from  lat  June  to  dlst  August  inclusive, 
at  8800  per  annum,  200  00 

Columbus  C  Douglass,  for  services  as  sub- 
assistant  geologist  from  Ist  June  to  31st 
August  inclusive,  at  8800  per  annum,  200  00 

7.  Warrant  favor  Robert  Abbott,  for  services 

as  Auditor  General  from  Jan.  1st  to  June 

SOtb,  inclusive,  at  8500  per  anniun,  250  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons,  viz : 

Peter  Mcnrey,  Attorney  (Seneral,  for  servi- 
ces from  21st  June  to  1st  September, 
1838,  at  8400  per  annum,  877  76 

John  J.  Adam,  for  preparing 
for  publication  the  journal 
of  the  Senate  of  the  ad- 
journed session  of  1837,  150  00 

227  76 

8.  George  H.  Bull,  for  services  as  minor  as- 

sistant  to  botanist  from  June  1st  to  Aug. 

31st,  18d8,inclusive,  at  8800  per  annum,        300  00 

11.  E.  B.  Harrington,  for  58  day's  services  as 
commissioner  to  superintend  the  publica- 
tion of  the  revised  statutes,  at  88  per 
day,  174  00 

14.  Pease,  Chester  &  Co.  for  transportatbn  of 
a  box  of  books  ^nd  storage  thereon,  for 
the  state  library,  2  75 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  moneys 
paid  the  following  persons  on  account  of 
.    expenses  of  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  location  of  the  northern  and 
soutl^rn  railroads,  viz : 
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Brought  forward, 
Sept.  14  Henry  Heath,  $16  31 

Benjamin  Redding,  19  50 


35  81 


SO.  Randolph  Manning,  Secretary  of  State,  for 
repairs  upon  the  capitol,  as  per  act  ap^ 
proved  April  6,  1838,  100  00 

John  Norton,  Jr.  fiscal  agent,  for  this 
amount  paid  Warner  Cde  on  account  of 
expenses  of  committee  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate the  location  of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroads,  13  31 

22.  Noah  H,  Hart,  for  5  days'  attendance  and 
60  miles'  travel  as  a  witness  in  the  case 
of  George  Morell,  associate  justice,  6  25 

24.  John  Delafield,  for  half  3^arly  interest  due 
1st  November  ensuing  on  loan  of  9100,- 
000,  3»000  00 

29.  Warrant  fevor  John  Wright  for  services 

as  botanist  of  gedogical  corps  from  June 
Ist  to  Aug  3lst  inclusive,  at  81,500  per 
annum,  375  00 

30.  S.  T.  Mason,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

Governor  up  to  this  day,  500  00 

•11,879  54 


Dr.  _ 

Oct     4.  To    cash  received  of  Henry   Pennoyer, 

sheriff  of  Ottawa  county,  tax  on  licenses,  10  00 

16.  Levi  Rowc,  sheriff  of  Shiawassee  co.  for 

tax  on  licenses,  62  25 

27.  John  P.  Place,  sheriff  Ionia,  19  00 

Nov.    5.  John  Murphy,  sheriff  Allegan,  17  00 

13.  Beriah  Brown,  Jr.  auctioneer  of  Lenawee 

county,  for  duty  on  sale  of  goods,  8  00 

Titus  B.  Palmer,  for  tax  on  license  as  met- 
chant  in  Allegan  county,  from  July  7th 
to  December  31st,  1838, 
20.  Lewis  Reed,  sheriff  Kent  county, 
22.  Amasa  B.  Gibson,  sheriff  Jackson  county, 
24.  U.  B.  Couch,  sheriff  Hillsdale  county, 
30.  J.  H.  Cobb,  auctioneer  Wayne  county,  for 
duties  on  auction  sales, 
Dec.    5.  Caleb  Bucknam,  sheriff  Oakland  county, 
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Dec.    5.  Henry  Doty,  auctioneer  Wayne  county, 
for  duties  on  auction  sales, 
6.  U.  B.  Couch,  sherifl  Hillsdaie, 
10.  Joseph  Harper^  treasurer  Casstxyuntyi 
Palmyra  and  JacksoDburgh  raihroad  go. 
Pedlars'  licenses^ 
John  Ro^rs,  auctioneer, 

18.  Jas.  StilTson,  auctioneer  Wayne  cocmty, 
PoDftiac  and  Detroit  railroad  company,  for 

interest  remitted  to   New  York,  due  on 
state  bonds, 

19.  Jacksonburgh  and  Palmyra  railroad  co. 
Pedlar's  licenses, 
John  Rogers,  auctioneer, 

96.  O.  B.  Hart,  treasurer  of  Lapeer  county, 
31.  Lathrop,  pedlar. 

To  balance  carried  down, 


Cr. 

By  balance  brought  down,  «  #778  79 

Ofct.  1.  By  warrant  favor  John  D.  Pierce,  Superin- 
tendent of  PubKc  Instruction,  for  one 
quarter's  salary  from  July  1st  to  date,  at 
91,500  per  annum,  375  00 

Elon  Farn^worth,  Chancellor,  for  one  quar^* 
ter's  salary  from  July  1st  to  date,  at  91  i- 
900  per  annum,  376  00 

Geo.  Morell,  associate  justice,  one  quarter's 
salary  from  July  1st  to  date,  at  61,500 
per  annum,  876  00 

2.  Abram  Sager,  for  services  as  zoologist  <if 
geological  corps  from  June  1st  to  Sept» 
1st,  1838,  one  quarter,  at  91,500  per  aa  375  00 
4.  E.  Ransom,  associate  justice,  one  quarter's 
salary  from  July  Ist  lo  Oct.  1st,  1838,  at 
•1,600  per  annum,  376  00 

6.  Robert  Abbott,  Auditor  General,  for  salairv 

from  July  1st  to  Oct  1st,  1>^38,  '         166  66 

9.  John  E.  Schwartz,  for  one  quarter's  salary 
from  the  1st  of  July  to  the  1st  instant,  at 
$125  per  annum,  31  25 

11.  Abnzo  Bennett,  on  account  of  expenses  of 
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Brought  forward,  • 

committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
location  of  the  northern  and  southern 
railroad  routes,  18  00 

Oct.    16.  Henry  Howard,  State  Treasurer,  for  two 
months*  services,  from  July  1st  to  Sept. 
1st,  183a,  at  9500  per  annum,    983  34 
And  for    one  month's  services 
from  Sept.  1st  to  Oct.  1st,  at 
0800  per  annum.  66  66 


150  00 


R.  White,  cashier  Manhattan  bank,  N.  Y. 
city,  for  half  yearly  instalment  of  inter- 
est on  state  bonds,  issued  for  the  relief  of 
the  Palmyra  and  Jacksonburgh  railroad 
comjMinv,'  700  00 

23.  p.  V.  Bell,  for  services  as  Bank  Commis- 
sioner from  July  4th  to  October  4th,  in- 
clusive, at  $1,250  per  annum,  312  50 

22.  Paul  Raymoudi  for  attendance  as  witness 
on  investigation  of  northern  and  southern 
railroads,  8  16 

26b  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Norman  Nasb»  for 

attendance  in  the  same  case,  7  50 

Nov.  8.  Kintzing  Pritchette,  for  services  as  Bank 
Commissioner  from  August  7th  to  7th 
inst.  one  quarter,  at  $1,250  per  annum,  312  50 
9.  Randolph  Manning,  for  services  as  Secre* 
tary  of  State  from  Aug.  8th  to  8th  inst. 
at  $1,000  per  ann.  one  quarter,  $250  00 
Deduct  fees  collected  as  per  ac- 
count, 3  80        246  20 

13.  H.  L.  Webb,  for  three  months'  interest  on 
$20,000  of  penitentiary  state  bonds,  is- 
sued April  1st,  1838,  due  July  Isf,  at  six 
per  cent,  payable  Manhatten  bank,  N.  Y.    300  00 

15.  Alpheus  Felch,  for  one  quarter's  salary  as 

Bank  Commissioner  from  Aug.  2d  to  2d 

inst.  312  50 

16.  Jonathan  Brush»  on  account  of  expenses  of 

committee  appointed  to  investigate  the 
location  of  the  northern  and  southern 
railroad  routes,  8  00 

19.  Benjamin  Mercer,  for  eight  days*  attend- 
ance and  twenty-five  miles'  travel  in  the 
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case  of  Geo  Morell,  5  56 

Nov.  20.  S.  T.  King,  on  account  of  expenses  of  com- 
mittee appointed  to  investigate  the  loca- 
tion of  the  northern  and  southern  railroad 
routes,  9  62 

John  Norton,  Jr.  for  moneys  paid  the  fol- 
lowing persons,  viz : 

Wm,  A.  Fletcher,  chief  justice 
supreme  court,  for  one  quar- 
ter's salary  from  July  1st  to 
Oct.  Ist,  1838,  at  91,600  per 
annum,  9400  00 

Calvin  G.  Jackson,  private  sec- 
retary to  the  Governor,  for 
one  quarter's  salary  from 
July  1st  to  Oct.  1st,  1838,  at 
•500  per  annum,  125  00 

D.  C.  Jackson,  on  account  of 
expenses  of  committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  lo- 
cation of  the  northern  and 
southern  railroad  routes,  7  66 

20.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Jno. 
Norton,  Jr.  for  S.  C.  Bough- 
ton,  on  account  of  expenses 
of  committee  as  above,  6  16 

588  82 

For  this  amount  twice  charged  as  received 
of  L.  Van  De  Walker,  sheriff  Kalama- 
zoo, 314  00 
Dec.  1.  S*  W.  Higgins,  for  salaiy  from  1st  Sep- 
tember to  30th  November,  topographer,  250  00 
3.  Belah  Hubbard,  per  salary  from  1st  Sep- 
tember to  80th  November,  zoologist,  200  00 

Columbus  C.  Douglass,  sub.  assist  zoolo- 
gist, per  salary  from  1st  September  to 
80th  November,  200  00 

Douglass  Houghton,  Geologist,  per  salary 
from  1st  September  to  30th  November,  500  00 

Geo.  H.  Bull,  minor  assist,  botanist,  per  sa- 
lary from  1st  September  to  80th  Novem- 
ber, 200  00 

Jno.  Wright,  botanist,  for  salary  from  Ist 
September  to  30th  November,  375  00 
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Brought  forward^  • 

Dec.    3.  A.  Sa^r,  zoologist,  for  salary  from  1st  Sep- 
tember to  30th  November,  »76  0Q 

Jno  T.  Blois,  for  800  copies  of  the  Gazet^ 
teer  of  Michigan,  on  oertiticate  of  JL 
Manning,  Secretary  of  State,  450  00 

7.  Stepheo  R.  Wood,  district  canvasser,  from 
the  county  of  Chippewa»  4th  senatorial 
district,  four  days,  98  00 

1,040  miles'  travel,  ^  cts,  65  00 

78  00 

J.  P.  King,  district  caovafser  from  Macki- 
nac, 7  days,  $14  00 
40  miles'  travel,  6^  cts,  3  50  16  50 

A.  H.  Hart,  district  canvasser  from  Lia* 
peer,  four  days'  services  f  8  00,  mileage 
•2  00,  10  00 

Andrew  Parsons,  district  canvaeaer  from 
Shiawassee,  five  days'  services  aod  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles'  travel,  15  00 

Manhattan  bank,  for  interest  on  Detroit  and 

Pontiac  state  stock,  4,000  00 

14.  Robert  Abbott,  Aud.  Gen.  for  postage,  50  00 

15.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor  W.  Be^,  for 

services  as  spedal  messenger  to  Branch 
and  St  Joseph,  one  hundr^  and  fifty-six 
miles,  SO  00 

R.  T.  EUiot,  for  making  one  hundred  and 
six  boxes  for  books,  86  20 

18.  J.  P.  C.  Emmons,  superintending  the  publi* 

cation  of  the  journal  of  the  H.  R.  200  00 

W.  Bebee,  special  messenger  to  St.  Clair, 
fifty-two  miles,  13  00 

24.  Manhattan  bank,  N.  Y.  for  semi-annual  in* 
terest  on  920,000  state  stock  for  peniten* 
tiary,  600  00 

26.  Calvia  C.  Jackson,  secretary  to  the  Gover- 
nor, ending  25th  Dec.  125  00 
Robert  P.  Eldrege,  for  expenses  of  com'- 
mittee  on  northern  and  southern  railroad,  4  25 
^    Treasurer  of  Lapeer  county,  for  one  half 
.-"-^^^        bounty  on  fifty-five  wolf  «caips,                     218  00 
37.  Tho's  Youhill,  chief  assistant  zoologist,  np 

to  22d  November,  one  quarter,  250  00 

31.  S.  T.  Mason,  one  quarter's  salary,  500  00 
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Dec.  81.  W.  A.  Fletcher,  one  quarter's  salary,  400  00 

-  —      -  375  00 

375  00 
375  00 
200  00 
250  00 
31  25 
By  the  following  sums  twice  charged : 
Palmyra  and  7 acksonburgh  rail- 
road company,  9700  00 
John  Ro^rs,  auctioneer,  46  00 
Pedlars'  Ticensen,  14  53 

700  53 


George  MoreU, 

do 

do 

£.  Ransom, 

do 

do 

E.  Farnsworth, 

do 

do 

H.  Howard, 

do 

do 

R.  Abbott, 

do 

do 

J.  E.  Schwarz, 

do 

do 

1889. 


•17,611  79 


Jan.     1.  By  balance  brought  down,  <1 1,553  26 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Aud.  Geril 
AuDrroa  Genshaxi's  Omcs,   i 
Detrcil,  Ist  Jariy,  1839.        \ 
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(No.  3.) 

Bank  Fund. 

1838. 

Db. 

Jan.    1. 

To  balance  in  the  fund, 

•145  14 

15. 

Cash  from  Bank  Brest, 

75  00 

Bank  Coldwater, 

9  00 

Bank  Saline, 

12  74 

19. 

Bank  Oakland, 

24  05 

Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank,  Pontiac, 

1  23 

Genesee  county  bank, 

1  70 

Bank  Marshall, 

27  94 

Detroit  city  bank. 

4  10 

Farmers'  bank,  Oakland, 

1  23 

23. 

Bank  Lapeer, 

5  13 

Goodrich  bank. 

8  65 

Bank  Si.  Clair, 

143  28 

Feb.    5. 

Wayne  county  bank. 

7  80 

9. 

Saginaw  city  bank. 

2  05 

Mar.  6. 

Bank  Gibraltar, 

150  00 

Bank  Utica, 

23  21 

Bank  Ypsilanti, 

414  38 

Farmers'  bank.  Homer, 

188  92 

April  7, 

Bank  Constantino, 

65  83 

91,311  38 

1839. 

Jan.   ]. 

Balance  brought  down, 
Cb. 

tl,260  38 

1838. 

July  13. 

By  cash  paid  Burger  for  blanks,  i 

apportion- 
banks. 

ed  and  charged  to  the  difierent 

«51  00 

Dec.  21. 

Balance  carried  down, 

1,260  38 

91,311  38 

AuBrroB  General's  Office,      ) 

Detroit,  1st  Jan.  1839.  ) 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Auditor  Oeneral 
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(Na  4.) 

The  State  of  Michigan  in  account  with  Robert  Abbott^  for  mo- 
neys paid  for  postage. 

1838.  Dr. 

Jan.  2.      To  cash  paid  postage  on  letters  from  Jack- 
son, Branch  and  Oakland,  61  36 
3.      Letters  and  licenses  to  Livingston  and  Cal- 
houn, 3  00 
From  Cass  and  Monroe,  with  sheriff's  re- 
turns from  each,  and  licenses  sent  to  Cass 
county,  3  76 
8.  Letters  and  returns  from  Jackson  and  Cass 

counties,  and  licenses  sent  to  Monroe,  5  25 

15.  Letters  and  returns  from  Allegan,  Cass, 
Calhoun  and  Branch,and  treasurer's  bond 
from  Cass,  4  44 

20.  Letters  and  returns  from  Oakland,  recogni* 
zance  from  Calhoun,  and  letters  from 
Kent,  and  letters  and  blank  licenses  to 
Allegan,  Kent  and  Hillsdale,  5  14 

il4.  Letters  and  auctioneer's  returns  from  Ann 
Arbor  and  Monroe,  letters  and  treasurer's 
bond  from  Genesee,  letters  from  Van  Bu- 
ren,  Tecumseh  and  Kent,  with  certificate 
ofdeposite,  1  75 

26.   Letters  from  Monroe  and  Van  Buren  and 

licenses  sent»  4  25 

28.   Licenses  to  Macomb  county,  1  00 

Letters  from  Berrien,  Kalamazoo,  Branch 
and  Saginaw,  enclosing  tax-rolt  from 
Kalamazoo  and  certificate  of  deposite 
from  Branch,  ]  37 

Feb.  8.    Letters  from  Pontiac  and  Centerville,  25 

Letters  and  bonds  from  Chippewa,  &c.  50 

400  copies  Extra  Free  Press,  containing  re- 
solution relative  to  the  bank  bills  receiva- 
ble at  the  treasury,  4  00 
13.   Letters  and  returns  from  St.  Joseph,  inclu- 
ding bank  bills,  1  50 
Licenses  and  letter  to  Branch,  1  25 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Feb.  15.   Postage  on  letter  from  and  licenses  sent  to 

Oakland,  3  00 

17.  Letter  from  and  letter  and  licenses  sent  to 

St  Clair,  1  76 

19l   Letter  and  licenses  sent  to  St.  Joseph  co.  2  00 

26.  Letters  and  returns  from  Berrien  county, 
and  letter  and  licenses  sent  to  Branch 
county,  1  35 

Mar.  2.  Letters  from  St.  Clair,  Kalamazoo,  &c.  50 

6.   Letter  from  Centerville,  12 

Paid  Henry  Howard,  treasurer,  for  pos- 
tage on  public  documents,  &c.  5  00 
10.   Letter  and  certificate  of  deposite  from  Man* 

roe  and  Niies,  37 

Letters  from  Berrien,  Kent  and  St.  Joseph, 
with  auctioneered  recogaizanoe  and  tax- 
roll,  1  25 

21.  Letter  and  bonds  of  the  sheriff  of  Ionia,  and 

returned  as  informal,  and  others  sent,  87 

23.  From  Berrien  county,  with  sherifTs  bonds, 

and  letters  from  (^asa  and  Cold  water, 
with  auctioneer's  recognizance,  1  25 

26.   Letters  and  returns  from  Lenawee  and  let- 
ters from  St.  Joseph  and  Monroe,  1  00 
28.   Letter  and  documents  from  Ikrrien  on  the 

subject  of  the  late  sheriff's  defalcation,  1  00 

April  6.    From  Branch,  Coldwater,  Constantino  and 

Kalamazoo,  75 

18.  From  Jackson  and  Berrien,with  auctioneers 

returns,  and  tax  return  and  letters  to  and 
from  Shiawassee,  with  licenses  and  in- 
structions to  sheriff  and  clerk,  2  50 

24.  Bank  bonds  and  letters,  2  75 

25.  Bonds  from  Genesee  county  bank,  1  00 
May  8.   Letter  and  returns  from  Peter  P.  Ferry, 

treasurer  Monroe  county,  enclosing  certi- 
ficate of  deposite,  sheriff's  letter  and  re- 
turn, Kaltimazoo,  and  auctioneer's  letter 
and  return,  Monroe,  1  00 

15.  Securities  from  Goodrich  bank,  and  letters 
enclosing  money  and  return  from  sheriff 
of  Allegan  county,  1  35 

22.  Letters  and  bank  securities  from  Nilas,  &c.  1  45 
88.   Letters  and  documents  from  St.  Joseph,  50 
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May  80.   To  postage  od  return  from  D.  Y.  Bell,  auc- 
tioneer, St  Joseph  county,  25 
81.  Cash  paid  Henry  Howard  Ifor  postage  on 

letters  and  documents  for  treas.  office,  5  00 

June  8.  Letters  from  St.  Joseph  and  Oakland,  bank 
mortgages,  and  collector's  return  of  tolls 
from  Ypsilanti,  1  00 

18.   Securities  from  bank  of  Singapore  50  cts.» 

and  return  from  Berrien  32  cts.,  82 

14.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  &c.  21 

15.  Tax  return  of  supervisors  from  Washte- 

naw county,  10 

21.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

25.   Mortgages  from  Bank  of  Shiawassee,  38 

27.   Return  of  taxes  from  Constantine»  13 
30.   Collector's  return  of  tolls  and  letter  from 

Ypsilanti,  18 

July   2.  Letter  from  Grand  Haven,  10 
3.  Cash  paid  postage  on  letters  and  documents 

for  treasurer's  office,  2  46 

5.  Letter,  sheriff  clerk  and  treasurer's  blank 

bonds,  licenses  and  instructions  to  sheriff 
and  clerk  for  Ottawa  county,  92  62; 
letter  and  return  from  Jackson  and  Van 
Buren  counties,  89  cts. ;  twenty-nine  cir- 
culars to  different  county  treasurers, 
•4  75,  7  76 

6.  Return  of  collector  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti, 

20  cents,  and  on  tax  return  from  Spring 
Arbor,  13  cents,  38 

9.   Treasurer's  return,  Oakland,  6 

11.  do.  do.     from  Hillsdale,  13 

12.  do.  do.      from  Kalamazoo  of  the 
assessment   rolls  of    Comstock,  Barry, 

Prairie  Ronde  and  Cooper  townships,  5  63 

13.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
Letter  from  county  clerk  of  St.  Joseph,  12 

14.  Return  from  sheriff  of  Hillsdale  county,  13 

1 8.  Letter  from  Mackinac  and  return  from  Cass 

county,                                               ,  37 

19.  Return  of  collector  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  12 
Letter  from  treasurer  Kalamasoo,  13 

20.  Return  from  sheriff  Monroe  county*  20  cts. 

Carried  forward,  • 
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sheriff's  quarterly  return  from  Allegan 
county,  19  cents,  and  treasurer's .  return 
St.  Ciair,  10  cents,  49 

July  22.    To  postage  on  letter  from  Berrien  county,  19 

23.   Return  from  Lapeer,  10 

25.  Bonds  from  sheriff,  clerk  and  treasurer  of 

Ottawa  county,  56 ' 

26.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

30.  Return  of  county  treasurer  from  Branch 

and  Ingham,  23 

31.  Licenses  and  sheriff's,  clerk's  and  treasure 

er's  blank  bonds  of  Eaton  county,  and  for 
box  at  the  post  office,  1  82 

Aug.  L  Returns  of  taxes  for  1837,  from  Calhoun, 
Ionia,  Jackson  and  Ingham  counties,  and 
auctioneers  return  from  Ionia,  48 

2.   Return  of  collect  )r  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

4.    Letter  from  Ypsilanti  and  return  from  she- 

rifl  of  Kalamazoo  county,  36 

Assessment  rolls  of  several  townships  of 
Macomb  county  for  1837,  from  deputy 
treasurer,  50 

Return  of  taxes  from  treasurer  of  Chippewa 

county  for  1837,  38 

6.  Abstract  of  assessment  rolls  for  1887,  from 

treasurer  Eaton  county,  12 

7.  Return  of  taxes  for  1838,  from  treasurer  of 

Monroe  county,  20 

8.  Auctioneer's  returns  from  Mackinac  county,  1 9 

9.  Letter  from  Kalamazoo,  "  13 
Letter  from  Monroe  county,  10 
Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

11.   Letters  from  Niles  and  Ccnterville,  31 

13.   Tax  return  from  Mackinac,  38 

16.   Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
18.   Cash  paid  for  postage  from  July  3d  to  date 

for  treasurer's  office,  5  30 
20.  Assessment  rolls  of  Kent  and  Byron  town* 

ships,  Kent  county,  five  oz.,  3  75 

LettQr  from  Berrien  county,  19 

22.  i^etter  from  Ionia,  13 

23.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
25.   Auctioneer's  return  from  Kalamazoo^  38 
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Aug.  29.   To  postage  on  letter  and  tax  return  from 

Sniawassee,  30 

30.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

31.  Return  of  licenses  from  Branch  county,  25 
Sept.  1.  Bonds  of  sheriff,  clerk  and  treasurer  of  Ot- 
tawa county,  the  same  having  been  re* 

turned  for  approval,  28 

6.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

7.  Letters  from  Jonesville  and  Ypsilanti,  23 

12.  Letters  from  Ionia,  12 

13.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

18.  Letter  from  Monroe,  10 
20.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

26.  Letter  from  sheriff  of  Macomb  county,  10 

27.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
20.   Letter  from  Ypsilanti,  10 

Oct.    2.   Letter  from  Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  10 

3.  Letters  from  Ionia  and  Paw  Paw,  31 

4.  Letter  from  Tecumseh,  and  collector's  re- 

turns of  tolls,  Ypsilanti,  30 

Letter  from  Kalamazoo  for  treasurer,  25 

10.   Letter  from  Hillsdale,  12 

Letter  sent  to  the  treasurer  and  receiver 

general,  Mass.,  25 

13.   Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

15.  Letters  from  Ann  Arbor  and  Paw  Paw,  48 

16.  Letter  sent  to  cashier  of  Manhattan  bank, 

enclosing  draft  for  payment  of  interest  on 
bonds  issued  for  the  relief  .of  the  Palmy- 
ra and  Jacksonburgh  railroad  company,  50 
Letter  from  Shiawassee,  10 

19.  Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
Letter  from  Tecumseh,  10 

20.  Return  of  sheriff  of  Kent  county,  19 
Cash  paid  for  rent  of  box  220,  in  post  offioe» 

up  to  January  1st,  1838,  50 
27.   Letter  from  county  clerk  of  Kent,  enclos- 
ing blank  licenses,  37 
31.  Letter  from  Tecumseh,  10 
Nov.  2.   Collector's  return  of  tolls  from  Ypsilanti,  20 
Blank  forms  of  assessment  rolls  from  treaslb- 

rer  of  Massachusetts,  1  50 

Return  of  sheriff  Allegan  county,  enclosing 

money,  75 
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Nov.  3.  Letter  from  cashier  Manhattan  bank*  New 

York,  25 

Letter  from  sheriff  of  Kalamazoo,  19 

6.  Letter  from  Jacksonopolis,  10 

7.  Letter  from  Jonesville,  19 
9.  Collector's  return  of  toils  from  Ypsilanti,  20 

14.   Letter  from  Saginaw,  13 

24.   Letters  from  Otsego  and  Ann  Arbor,  28 

26.  Letter  from  Saginaw,  enclosing  blank  H* 

censes,  1  00 

27.  Letters  from  Eaton  county,  25 
29'.  Letters  from  Cass  county,  19 

Dec.  5.  Letters  from  Van  Buren,  Allegan.  Branch 
and  Berrien  counties,  enclosing  blank  li- 
censes, returns  and  documents  relative 
to  wolf  scalps,  5  00 

11.   Letters  from  Allegan,  Monroe  and  Tecum- 

seh,  enclosing  blank  licenses  returned,  1  00 

Contingent  expenses :  two  lbs.  spermaceti 

candles  for  office,  1  00 

One  sett  pigeon  holes  for  office,  4  00 

14.  Cash  paid  Henry  Howard  for  postage  on 

letters  and  documents,  1 1  02 

Paid  postage  on  letters  from  Berrien  and 

St  Joseph  counties,  44 

22.   Letters  from  St  Joseph  and  Lenawee,  and 

letter  and  claim  from  C  Seward,  going 

to  Illinois  and  Indiana  for  fugitives,  1  00 

To  postage  on  letters  omitted,  50 

31.   Balance  carried  down,  28  17 


1638. 

Jan'y  1. 
Mar.  6. 
May  18. 
Jul}  3. 
Aug.  18. 
Dec  18. 


1839. 

Jan'y  1.   By  balance  brought  down,  $28  17 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  G.,  &  M. 
Auditor  General's  Ofhce,  ) 
Detroii,  lit  Jan'y,  1839.      \ 


tl?6  80 

Ch. 

balance  brought  from  last 

account, 

$91  88 

arrant  on  the 

treasury. 

980  00 

do          do 

do 

25  00 

do          do 

do 

35  00 

do          do 

do 

25  00 

do          do 

do 

SO  00 

155  00 

• 

•176  80 
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(No.  5.) 

IloBXRT  Abbott,  Esq. 

Auditor  General  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Dbar  Sir  :  Benjamin  Porter,  acting  commissioner  for  the  state 
penitentiary  at  Jacksonburgh,  begs  leave  to  make  the  following 
report,  shewing  the  present  value,  the  amount  of  money  received 
by  an  appropriation  and  a  loan,  the  amount  already  expended, 
also  the  progress  of  said  state  work,  to  wit : 

483  perch  of  cut  stone  laid  in  the  cells,  at  810  37^  per 


perch, 

97  perch  of  cut  stone  laid  in  front  wall  and  sills, 
at  *10  38  per  perch, 
734J  perch  of  cut  stone  in  yard  ready  for  laying,  at 

€•8  25  per  perch, 
2,032  perch  of  rough  stone  laid  in  foundation  and 
walls,  at  S3  00  per  perch, 
262  perch  of  rough  stone  in  yard  not  laid,  at  $1  25 
per  perch, 
40  perch  of  rough  stone  quarried  and  in  quarries, 

at  62^  cents  per  perch, 
140  M  brick  laid  in  cells,  &;c.  at  812  00  per  M, 
Excavating  for  foundation  of  prison,  31,360  feet, 
*•     1  sewer  to  river  for  draining  •*       3,200    '« 


85,020  79 

1,092  46 

6.059  63 

6,096  00 

327  50 

26  00 
1,680  00 


34,560  270  cords 

at  82  00  per  cord,  540  00 

1  dr«ki  for  brick  yard  and  marsh,  200  00 

Grubbing  and  clearing  prison  ground,  200  00 

1  boarding-house  on  prison          do  1,900  00 

1         do                                         do  1,600  00 

1  joiner's  shop                              do  1,200  00 

1  blacksmith's  shop                       do  700  00 

1  clerk's  office                              do  300  00 

1  stone  cutter's  shop                     do  150  00 

1  coal  and  machine  shop              do  150  00 

Lime  houses                              do  76  00 

5  wells  and  pumps                        do                      •  225  00 

Iron  on  hand  do  •     1,000  00 

Machinery,  presses,  lath,  &c.  300  00 

520  M  brick  on  hand,  3,500  00 

1  house  on  prison  ground,  600  00 
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1  house  off  prison  ground,  250  00 
50  M  feet  oi  lumber,  000  00 

Axes,shovels,  crowbars, pickaxes,  wheel-barrows,  &c.  500  00 

2  M  feet  of  timber  for  root  of  prison,  260  00 
1  ton  of  nails,  assorted  sizes,  220  00 

Castings^  window  frames  and  anchors,  500  00 

1  brick  yard,  200  00 

Cash  on  hand,  t2,500  00 

Cash  which  will  be  received  in  Jan.  '30,  4,500  00 


7,000  00 


Making,  942,761  40 

The  commissioners  have  received  by 
appropriation  from  the  state,  passed 
winter  of  1838,  $20,000  00 

They  have  also  borrowed  of  the  state 
bank  at  Detroit,  17,000  00 


37,000  00 


Balance,  $5,761  40 

Leaving  the  amount  of  valuation  money  on  hand  and  to  be  re- 
ceived from  the  state  bank  in  January  next,  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  sixty-one  dollars  and  forty  cents,  over  the  amount  of 
money  already  appropriated  and  loaued  by  the  commissioners. 
Also  there  will  be  in  two  weeks  (weather  permitting)  thirty- 
four  cells  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  prisoners.  All  of  wbi:*Ji 
is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servants 

B.  PORTER, 
Acting  Commissioner. 
Jacksonburgh,  Jackson  county, ) 
November  3d,  1838.         ] 

AuiirroR  General's  Office,   i 
Detroit,  I5th  Dec,  1838.      ) 
The  foregoing  statement  is  a  coriect  copy  of  the  original  filed 
10  this  oflice. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  Gf.,  8.  M. 
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(No.  6.) 

Henry  Howard,  Treasurer  of  Internal  Improvement  Fund,  in  ac- 
count current  with  Internal  Improvement  Fund  for  the  quarter 
ending  Zist  March,  1838. 

Dr. 
1838. 

To  balance  from  last  quarter,  9809543  55 

Jan.   3.    To  Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  on   J-  Dela- 

field,  New  York,  sold  bank  of  Michigan,  60,000  00 
Another  draft  of  S,  T.  Mason's  on  J.  Dela- 

iicld,  sold  Michigan  state  bank,  00,000  00 

Feb.  5.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  Newberry  on  ac- 
count of  state  loan,  81,000  00 
24.  Cash  received  of  Oliver  Newberry,  50,000  00 
Mar.  81.  Cash  received  of  State  Treasurer  as  per  re- 
solution of  the  legislature  of  30th  Jan.,        7,224  84 


•368,768  39 
1838. 

April    1.  To  balance  in  treasury  this  day,  <222,511  49 

Ce. 
1838. 
Jan.    2.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  J.  B.  Hunt,  acting 

commissionerof  internal  improvements    950,000  00 

A.  H.  Adams,  167  85 

6.  J.  Burdick,  267  00 

17.  J.  M.  Barbour,  285  00 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  24,187  34 

23.  J.  B.  Hunt,  30,000  00 

25.  G.  D.  Williams,  189  00 

26.  Gideon  Paull,  22  50 
31.  D.  C.  McKinstry,  267  00 

Feb.    9.            do  8,611  62 

Hart  L.  Stewart,                      •  -    309  00 

Mar.    2.  K.  Pritchette,  100  00 

J.  B.  Stewart,  5,000  00 

L.  S.  Humphrey,  2,224  84 

16.            do  10.000  00 

26.  Theo.  Romcyn,  10,000  00 
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Mar.  26.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Theo.  Romeyn,        1,800  00 
Jon.  L.  King,  25  15 

31.  Bank  of  Gibraltar,  7,800  00 

Balance  in  the  treasury,  carried  to  debit  of 

next  quarter,  222,511  49 

>368,768  39 

Dr. 
1838. 

To  balance  in  the  treasury  from  last  quar- 
ter, 222,511  49 
May  19.  Cash  received  on  account  of  state  loan,  80,000  00 
June  16.  Cash  received,  balance  first  instalment  on 
sale  state  stock  to  Morris  canal   and 
banking  company,  10,397  70 
86.  S.  T.  Mason,  per  hand  of  J.  B.  Murray, 
in  the  bills  of  the  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company,  being  the  second  instal- 
ment, due  1st  August  next,  on  account  of 
sale  of  state  bonds  to  said  company,         *  100,000  00 
28.  Cash  received  on  account  of  August  pay- 
ment on  sale  of  state  bonds  to  the  Mor- 
ris canal  and  banking  company,  in   bills 
of  said  bank,  on  special  deposite  in  Michi- 
gan state  bank  till  1st  August  next,          *95,285  00 
30.  Oliver  Newberry,  on  account  of  state  loan,   30,000  00 

$538,194    19 
July  2.  Balance  from  last  quarter  in  treasury,  334,131  89 

*The  two  sums  charged  on  the  26lh  and  28lh  June,  marked 
with  an  asterisk,  amounting  to  8195,285,  were  made  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  Treasurer,  being  bills  received  of  the  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  for  state  stock  sold,  but  on  the  3d  day  of 
August  was  informed  by  the  Governor  and  Treasurer,  that  by  a 
subsequent  arrangement  the  bills  were  to  be  returned  to  New 
York  and  drafts  at  ninety  days  to  be  drawn  on  said  company  in 
lieu  thereof;  the  above  •amount  and  a  subsequent  charge  on  the 
13ih  December  of  «4,715,  will  form  a  sum  of  »200,000  first  re- 
ceived of  said  company,  and  in  full  of  February  payment. 
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Apr.    8.  By  cash  paid  warrant  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  t6  OQ 

4.  J.  Howard.  400  00 

6.  James  B.  Hunt,  20,000  00 

7.  D.  C.  McKinstry,  93  oo 

do  279  96 

James  B.  Hunt,  30,000  00 

18.  A«  H.  Adams,  100  00 
Ji.  S.  Humphrey,  audited  5th  and  issued 

7th  April,  20,000  00 
D.  C.  McKinstry,  audited  6th  and  issued 

7lh  April,  981  15 
Justus  Burdick,  audited  6th  and  issued  7th 
April,  273  17 
20.  Sheldon  McKnight,  22  73 
H.  L.  Stewart,  330  oO 
May    4.  Cash  loaned  state  of  Michigan,  60,000  00 
12.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Conrad  Ten  Eyck 
for  damages  awarded  by  commissioners 
under  an  act  April  5th,  1838,  central  rail- 
road No.  1,  6,000  00 
No.  2.  Horace  Heath,  570  00 

3.  S.  W.  Osgood,  60  00 

4.  J.  Gilbert,  774  09 

5.  HoseaGage,  75  72 

6.  Marcus  Lane,  10  00 

15.  7.  Samuel  Torbert,  15  00 

16.  8.  James  C.  Gillet,  50  12 
9.  Roval  Ballou,  70  00 

17.  10.  J.  M.  Wightman,  5  00 
Jl.  Daniel  Thompson,  18  00 

18.  12.  B.  L.  King,  75  00 

13.  Julius  M.  Hume,  5  00 

14.  John  Kreider,  '  20  00 

19.  Edwin  H.  Lothrop  to  purchase  oil,  as  per 

resolution  of  board,  1,000  00 
No.  1.  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commission- 
er Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  as  per 

resolution  of  the  board,  5,000  00 
No.  1  .Rix  Robinson,  acting  commissioner, 

per  resolution,  5,000  W 
Wm.  Steers,  No.  15,  as  per  award  of  com- 
missioners, damages,  4  00 
21.  No.  16.  Wm.  Wobdbridge,  90  00 
21.  Cash  paid  warrant  No.  17,  favor  John  Van 

Fossen,  50  00 
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May  22.  John  Norton,  Jr.  for  moneys  paid  the  fol^ 
lowing  persons  for  damages  awarded  by 
commissioners : 
John,  Elizabeth  and  Francis  Ghovin»  33  M 

Silas  Carpenter,  «10  00 

Charles  Chovin,  10  00 

Francis  Chovin,  8  00 

Paul  D.  Anderson,  32  64 

Wm  C.  Maples,  95  Op 

155  64 

Ephraim  A.  Shaw,  20  00 

Henry  McVay,  40  72 

Philip  Sims,  2$  00 

John  Burbank,  33  00 

Warrant  No.  1 .  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  com- 
missioner northern  railroad  and  Saginaw 
canal,  as  per  resolution  of  board,  Mav 
18th,  1838,  '       5,000  00 

No.  18.  Jacob  Dix,  for  damages  as  award- 
ed by  commissioners,  2  00 
26.  No.  19.  Benjamin  Cotton*  for  damages  as 

awarded,  5  00 

No.  20.  Samuel  Dix,  2  00 

28.  21.  Samuel  Sims,  159  56 

22.  Lewis  C.  Miles,  70  00 

June    2.         23.  P.  O.  Whitman  for  work  and  pile 

driver  for  the  central  railroad,  86  01 

24.  do.  for  materials  for  pile  driver,  62  64 

25.  Charles   Noble,  painting  Rouge 

bridge,  332  52 

26.  Mark  Norris,  timber  central  rail- 

road, '205  08 

4.  27.  Chas.  Davis,  fitting  car-wheels  do.        100  00 

28.  Titus  Dort,  waggonway  at  Dear- 

bornville,  22  50 

6.  29.  John  Stowits,  per  award  commis- 

sioner central  railroad,  149  66 

7.  30,  David  C.  McKinstry,  for  work  and 

materials  on  contract,  central 
railroad,  5,833  20 

31.  Lansing  B.  Mizner,  acting  com- 
missioner, do.  as  per  order  of 
board,  May  18th,  5,000  00 

June   7.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  J.  R.  Williams, 
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office  rent,  &c.  32  50 

June  11.  No.  33,  favor  J.  and  R.  Geddcs,  as  per 

award  of  commissioners,  80  88 

Samuel  Knickerbocker,      do,  70  00 

Wm.  F.  Sheldon,  limber,    do.  248  56 

Hiram  Alden,  acting  commission- 
er central  railroad,  for  locomo- 
tive and  tender  bought  of  Mc- 
Clury,  Wade  &  Co.  and  trans- 
portation of  same,  7,500  00 

26.  36.  Burger  &  Stevens,  blank  books 

and  blank  forms,  for  collectors 

oftolls,  49  75 

37.  John  M.  Barbour,  for  services  as 

auditor  board  internal  improve- 
ments, in  full  to  April  6,  1838,  431  00 

27.  1.  Hiram  Alden,  actins  commission- 

er central  railroad,  as  per  order 

of  board,  June  16th,  5,000  00 

38.  Edwin  H.  Lothrop,  for  services  as 

member  board  internal  improve^ 
ments,  34  days,  93  a  day,  102  00 

680  miles'  travel,  as  per  law,  102  00 

Balance  advanced  for  oil  in  N.  Y.  city,  17  90 

Freight  of  8  casks  oil  from  do.  to  Detroit, 

careO,  Newberry  &  Co.  130  20 

Douglass    Houghton,  Geologist,  for  salt 
works,  act  approved  March  24th,  1838,       1,500  00 
June  30.  Less  charge  than  warrant  given  May  12th, 
1838,  favor  Hosea  Gage,  as  per  award  of 
commissioners,  act  April  5th,  '38,  1  00 

Less  charge  than  warrant  favor  Kintzing 
Pritchetle,  given  March  2d,  1838,  60 

July  1.  By  balance  in  treasury  carried  to  debit  of 

new  quarterly  account,  /  334,131  89 

<538,194   19 

Dr. 
July   2.  To  balance  in  treasury  this  day,  9834,131  89 

Aug.  20..  Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  favor  John  Nor- 
ton, Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  of 
7th  inst,  75,000  00 

To  Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  favor  John 
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^NortoD,  Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank, 

of  the  7th  inst,  50,000  00 

Aug.  20.  Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  favor  John  Nor- 
ton, Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  of 
the  7ih  inst,  25,000  00 

Stevens  T,  Mason's  draft  favor  John  Nor- , 
ton,  Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  on 
the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company, 
dated  September  1st,  1838,  at  00  days  on 
account  of  Michigan  state  bonds,  in  part 
of  the  payment  due  from  said  company 
on  the  1st  day  of  September,  1838,  80,000  00 

Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  favor  John  Nor- 
ton, Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  of 
the  7th  instant,  to  the  credit  of  the  Ypsi- 
lanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company,       50,000  00 

Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris  canal 
and  banking  company,  favor  John  Nor- 
ton, Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  of 
the  7lh  instant,  to  the  credit  of  the  Alle-  ' 

gan  and  Marshall  railroad  company,  50,000  00 

Stevens  T.  Mason's  draft  favor  John  Nor- 
ton, Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state  bank,  on 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  da- 
ted the  1st  September,  1838,  at  90  days, 
on  account  of  Michigan  state  bonds,  in 
part  payment  due  from  said  company  on 
the  1st  Sept.  1838,  to  the  credit  of  each 
of  the  following  railroads,  to  wit : 

Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road company,  910,000  00 

Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad 

company,  10,000  00 


20,000  00 


Sept  18.  On  United  States  treasury,  drail  on  Bank 
of  America,  New  York,  being  5  per  cent 
on  sales  public  lands  in  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan, for  the  3d  and  4th  quarters,  end- 
ing Dec  31st,  1837,  and  also  for  the 
first  quarter  ending  March  Slst,  1838,  4,904  06 
Stevenft  T.  Mason's  4  several  bills  of  ex- 
change on  the  Morris  canal  and  banking 
company,  office   city  New  York,  at  90 
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days'  date  from  the  1st  October  next, 
each  for  1125,000,  payable  to  the  order  of 
John  Norton,  Jr.  cashier  Michigan  state 
bank,  being  in  full  for  the  instalment  due 
that  day  on  sale  of  Michigan  state  bonds,  100,000  00 
Sept  19.  To  cash  received,  balance  on  9200,000 

sold  Oliver  Newberry  of  state  bonds,         89,000  00 


t828,126  85 

Cr.  =• 

July  2.  By  warrant  No.  80,  favor  Stevens  T.  Ma- 
son for  contingent  expenses  negotiating 
state  loan,  9427  00 

3.  40,  favor  Amos  T.  Hal),  for  services  as  se- 
cretary of  board  internal  improvements, 
9  days,  at  83  each,  27  00 

5.  41,  favor  Jesse  N.  Horner,  for  timber,  as 

per  award  of  commissioners  appointed 

under  the  act  of  April  5th.  1888,  45  00 

6.  2,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner 

centra!  railroad,  as  per  order  of  board, 

June  20,  1888,  5^000  00 

5.  42,  favor  E.  A.  Lay,  for  timber.  ««  per 

award  of  commissioners  under  act  April 

6,  1888,  80  18 

6.  43,  Robert  Abbott,  for  clerk  hire,  100  00 

7.  44,  favor  Jacob  Emerick,  as  per  award  of 

commissioners  under  the  act  April  6,  '38         195  90 
11.  45,  favor  John  Flynn,  as  per  award  of  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  April   5 
1888,  10  00 

1 8.  46,  favor  Charles  Harrison,  as  per  award  of 
commissioners  under  the  act  of  April  5, 
1888,  82  14 

47,  favor  John  Donn,  as  per  award  of  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  April  5, 1888,  5  00 

48,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  one  month's  ser- 
vices as  acting  commissioner  central  rail- 
road, from  June  14th  to  July  18th,  inclu- 
sive, 104  17 

25.  49,  Levi  &  Humphrey,  for  services  as  act- 
ing commissioner  southern  railroad,  1,250  00 
522.  1,  &vor  Levi  S.  Humphiey,acting  commis- 
sioner southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 

■       ii 
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boenlof  June  26tb,  1888,  5,000  00 

July  22.  2.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  oommissioo* 
er  southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 
the  board  of  June  26th.  1838,  5,000  00 

8.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commission* 
er  southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 
board  of  June  26th,  1838«  5,000  00 

4.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commission- 

er southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 

board  of  June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

5.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commismon- 

er  southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 

board  of  June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

6.  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  commissbn- 

er  southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 
board  of  June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

Aug.  2.  3.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral railroad,  as  per  order  of  board  of 
June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

4.  50.  A.  E.  Mather,  as  per  award  of  apprai- 
sers of  this  date,  for  cutting  and  car- 
rying away  timber  and  the  damages 
done  to  the  lands  by  such  acts,  &c.  1^50  04 

6.  4.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioi.er 
southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of  board 
of  June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

18.  51.  Hiram  Alden,  for  services  as  acting 
commissioner  central  railroad  for  one 
month,  from  July  13th  to  Aug.  13th* 
1838,  at  81,250  per  annum,  104  17 

52.  Alexander  H.  Adams,  for  services  as 
general  book-keeper  of  board  of  in- 
ternal improvements  from  April  1st 
to  May  18th,  '38,  inclusive,  one  month 
and  eighteen  days ;  and  for  services 
as  general  book-keeper  and  secretary 
of  toard  of  internal  improvements  from 
May  19th  to  July  31st,  '38,  inclusivei 
2  months  and  13  days,  in  all,  4  montb% 
at  81,000  per  annum,  333  38 

15.  53.  M.  Clark,  for  timber,  as  per  award  of 

commis.  under  act  April  5th,  1838,  6  04 

16.  54.  Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist, 

being  the  August  instalment  for  the 
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improvement  of  the  state  salt  springs,      1,500  00 
Aug.  16.  Cash  paid  warrant  No»  U  favor  Hiram  Al- 
den,  acting  commissioner  central  railroad, 
for  expenses  running  the  cars  and  re* 
pairing  said  road,  2,613  27 

17.  2.  Hiram   Alden,  acting   commissioner, 

central  railroad,  for  expenses  of  run- 
ning the  cars  and  repairing  said  road»        662  31 

18.  3.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 

tral railroad,  for  expenses  of  running 

the  cars  and  repairing  said  road,  329  40 

21.  55.  Amos  T.  Hall  for  services  as  collector 
of  tolls,  central  railroad,  from  May 
21st  to  Aug.  20tht  '38,  inclusive,  one 
quarter,  at  91,000  per  annum»  250  00 

25.  4.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral railroad,  for  expenses  of  running 
the  cars  and  repairing  said  road,  364  36 

31.  56.  Samuel  Clements,  as  per  award  of  com- 
missioners under  the  act  of  April  5th, 
1838,  350  00 

5.  Hiram  Alden^  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral railroad,  as  per  order  of  board  of 
June  26,  1838,  5,000  00 

State  Treasurer,  to  refund  this  amount  loan- 
ed as  per  resolution  of  the  legislature  of 
January  30th,  1838,  7,224  84 

Sept  1.  No.  5.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner 
central  railroad,  for  expenses  of  run* 
ning  tlie  cars  and  repairing  said  road,  3,192  09 
57.  Thomas  Clarke,  for  one  quarter's  sala- 
ry as  collector  of  tolls,  Ypsiianti,  at 
•900  a  year,  from  May  28th  to  Aug. 
28th,  1838,  225  01* 

8.    6.  Hiram    Alden,  acting  commissioner 

central  railroad,  for  reparing  said  road,        792  55 

4.  6.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 

tral railroad,  as  per  order  of  board  of 

June  26, 1838,  54X10  00 

5.  2.  William  A.  Burt,  acting  commissiooer 

on  the  northern  railroad,  as  per  order 
of  the  board  of  the  4th  inst.  5,000  00 

5.  58,  favor  J.  S.  &  S.  A.  Bagg,  as  per  or* 
der  of  the  board  of  the  4th  inst.  for 
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amouDt  of  sundry  accounts  for  stationery 
furnished  board  of  internal  improvemeiit^  256  09 
Sept.  5.  59,  favor  Royal  Ballow,  as  per  order  of 
l>oard  of  internal  improvement,  for  wood 
delivered  on  the  line  of  the  central  rail* 
road  during  the  last  winter*  .  185  00 

7*  60»  favor  William  A.  Burt,  for  eight  days' 
services  as  commissioner  of  internal  im- 
provemeot  from  May  1st  to  May  11th 
at  93  00  a  day,  •24  00 ;  for  thirty  miles 
travel  to  meeting  of  board,  98  00  every 
twenty  miles,  84  60 ;  for  two  montlis' 
services  as  acting  commissioner  on  the 
northem  railroad  from  May  12th  to  Aug. 
31st,  at  814^0  00  per  annum>  8208  34 ; 
and  for  one  and  tbree*quarter  months' 
services  as  actine  commissioner  on  Sagi- 
naw canal  from  May  12th  to  Aug.  3l8t, 
1838,  at  81,  250  00  per  annum*  8182  30,      419  14 

61,  favor  of  J.  S.  6c  S.  A.  Ba^,  as  per  or- 
der of  board  of  the  6th  inst.  for  advertis- 
ing meeting  of  board  at  Pontiac,  83  50, 
Daily  Free  Press  for  one  year  up  to  6th 
June,  88  00 ,-  for  advertising  notice  of 
meeting  of  board  by  Marshall  Times, 
cash  paid,  83  00,  14  50 

62»  favor  Sheldon  McKnight,  as  per  order 
of  board  this  day,  for  postage  on  letters 
and  papers  for  commissioners  at  various 
times  between  April  7th  and  Sept.  4,  '38, 
826  60 ;  for  rent  of  box  No.  402,  from 
Oct.  1,  1837,  to  October  1,  1838,  82  00,  28  60 

60,  favor  Benjamin  F.  Brown,  for  damages 
as  per  award  of  commissioners  under  the 
act  of  April  5th,  1638,  15  00 

8k  7,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner 
central  railroad,  for  expenses  of  running 
the  cars  and  repairing  road,  313  68 

ICL  2,  favor  Rix  Robinson,  acting  commission- 
er on  Ste.  Marie  canal,  improvement  of 
Kahunaax),  Grand  and  Maple  rivers,  as 
per  order  of  the  board.  May  19tb,  1838,      5,000  00 
U.  64,  favor  John  J.  Bardwell  and  Cluster 


Carried  forward. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SBNATE  DOCUMENTS.  157 

Brought  forward,  $ 

logallsy  as  per  an  order  of  board  internal 
unproveoient  of  the  10th  inst.,  for  dama- 
ges awarded  by  appraisers  on  the  80th 
of  Auu^st,  on  central  railroad,  4,000  00 

Sept.  11.  65»  favor  of  John  J.  Bard  well,  as  per  order 
of  board  of  internal  improvement  of  the 
10th  instant*  for  damages  on  central  raii«- 
road,  as  awarded  by  appraisers  of  the 
80th  of  August  last,'  2,000  00 

66,  iavor  Rix  Robinson,  for  ten  da^s'  servi- 
cea  as  commissioner  of  internal  improve*- 
ment  from  May  9th  to  May  18th,  at 

^  98  00  a  day,  $80  00:  for  twenty-obe 

days*  services  as  acting  ccmmissiooer  on 
Ste.  Marie  Canal  from  May  19tli  to  Sept. 
0th,  at  91,250  00  par  annum,  970  10  { 
and  for  three  months  services  as  acting 
Cfx»*r  on  the  survey  of  the  Kalamazoo 
and  Grand  river8,froin  May  1  OUi  to  Sept. 
eth,  1838,  at  $1,260  00  per  an.,*812  50,        418  60 

67,  favor  Edwin  H.  Lothrop,  for  eight 
days  services  as  commissioner  of  internal 
improvement  from  the  4th  to  the  11th 
inst.  inclusive,  at  93  00  per  day,  924  00 ; 
for  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles' 
travel  t3and  from  said  meeting,at  98  00 

for  eveiy  twenty  miles,  $48  00,  72  00 

69,  favor  James  B.  Hunt,  for  his  services 
as  acting  commissioner  from  May  17th 
to  August  17th,  1888,  at  91,250  00  per 
annum,  312  50 

13.  69,  favor  of  Hiram  Alden^  for  one  month's 

services  as  acting  commissioner  central 

railroad,  from  Aug.  18th  to  Sept  18th,  104  17 

14.  7.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen* 

tral  railroad,  as  per  order  of  the  board  of 

June  26,  1886,  5,000  00 

15.  8,  Hiram  Alden»  acting  commissioner  cen* 

tnii  railroad,  for  expenses  of  running  the 
cars,  187  88 

17.  2.  James  B.  Hunt»  acting  commissioner 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  as  per  or- 
der of  the  board  of  May  19th»  1888,  5^000  00 
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Sept  18.  1.  Stiliman  Blanchard,  as  president  of  the 
Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  compa- 
ny,  as  per  act,  &c.,  approved  April  6th, 
1838,  60.000  00 

20.  70.  A.  H.  Adams,  for  one  month's  services 
as  secretary  and  general  book-keeper  of 
board  of  internaF  improvements  from 
Aug.  1  St  to  3 1st,  inclusive,  at  91,000  per 
annum,  88  88 

22.  9.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral railroad,  for  expenses  of  running 
the  cars  and  repairing  road,  1,642  93 

8.  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  for  this 
amount  advanced  Plews,  Hughes  &  Co. 
for  stone,  as  per  an  order  of  the  board 
of  the  7th  inst,  for  910,000,  1,000  00 

24.  4.  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  as  per  or- 
der of  the  board  of  the  8th  inst,  for  95,000 
on  account  of  contract  to  furnish  stone 
for  said  canal,  1,000  00 

27.  8.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral railroad,  as  per  order  of  board  of 
June  26th,  18S8,  5,000  00 

30.  By  balance  carried  down,  654,656  55 


9828,126  85 


1838.  Dr. 

Oct.     1.  To  balance  from  last  quarter,  654,656  55 

Nov.  13.  Five  several  drafts  drawn  By  Stevens  T. 
Mason  on  Morris  canal  and  t)anking 
company,  N.  ¥•  favor  Michigan  state 
bank,  at  00  days'  date  from  Nov.  1st, 
1838,  (as  cash,)  of  920,000  each,  making 
amount  of  payment  due,  the  1st  inst,  on 
account  of  Michigan  State  loan,  100,000  00 

Dec.  8.  Ten  several  drafts  drawn  by  S.  T.  Mason, 
of  910,000  each,  in  favor  F.  H.  Stevens, 
on  the  Morris  canal  bank,  at  90  days, 
per  Dec.  payment  on  state  loan,  100,000  00 

8*  Paid  J.  Delafield  for  interest  on 

advances  made  on  state  stock,    9480  00 
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Dec.    8.  Paid  for  binding  coupc»i  books, 
Printing  do. 

do    bonds  and  coupons, 
Notarial  certificates, 
Printing  words  in  bonds. 
Commission  paid  Prime,  Ward 
&  King, 


5  00 
16  00 
62  00 
10  00 
66  00 

8,963  30 


9,602  30 


18.  Cash  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  $195^285  of 

Morris  canal  bills  already  changed,  85  00 

S.  T.  Mason's  draft  at  90  days  from  Feb- 

ruary  ensuing,  on  Morris  canal  company,  4,580  00 
S.  T.  Mason's  check  on  Michigan  state 

bank,  50  00 

The  above  and  former  entry  of  9195,285 

in  full  of  February  payment. 

•868,973  85 
1839. 
Jan.    1.  To  balance  brought  down,  640,549  68 

Cb. 
1838. 

Oct  1.  By  warrant  Na  10,  favor  Hiram  Alden, 
aclii^  commissioner  central  railroad,  for 
expenses  running  the  cars  and  repairing 
road,  2,423  70 

3.  9.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen* 
tral  railroad,  as  per  order  of  the  board,  ci 
June  26th,  1838,  5^000  00 

11.  Hiram  Alden>  for  expenses  running  the 

cars  and  repairing  said  railroad,  1,129  36 

6.  71.  Robert  Abbott,  for  clerk  hu«  for  quor- 

ter  ending  this  day,  100  00 

12.  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commissioner  cen- 
tral  railroad.fbr  expenses  running  the  cars 

and  repairing  said  road,  231  46 

9.  72,  favor  William  A.  Burt,  acting  commis- 
sioner northern  railroad,  for  one  month's 
services  from  Sept  1st  to  Oct  1st,  at 
•1,250  per  annum,  104  17 

7,  favor  Levi  S*  Humphrey,  acting  com- 
missioner southern  railroad,  as  per  ordeor 
of  board  of  June  26,  1838,  5,000  00 

8         do  do  do  Sept.  7,    5,000  00 
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Oct      9.    9,  favor  Levi  S.  Humphrey*  acting  com- 

missioner  sou  Jiern  railroad,  as  per  order 


of! 

Sept  7, 

1838, 

5.000  00 

10. 

do 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

11. 

do 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

12. 

do 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

13, 

•io 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

14, 

do 

do 

do 

Sept 

10, 

5.000  00 

13.  10^  favor  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commission** 
er  central  railroad^aa  per  order  of  board  of 

Sept.  10,  1888,  5,000  00 

13, favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  expenses  of  run- 
ning the  cars  and  repairing  said  railroad,        318  42 
73,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  one  month's 
services  from  Sept  Idth  to  date,at  91,250 
perannum«.  104  17 

18»  74^  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  for  services  as  se- 
cretary board  internal  improvement  and 
general  book  keeper  from  Sept  1st  to 
Oct  1st,  at  $1,000  per  annum,  983  38, 
less  caijpet  sold  him  by  board,  920,  63  33 

19.  75,  favor  J.  S.  &  S.  A  Bagg,  for  stationery 

furnished  board  as  per  order  this  day,  28  00 

76,  favor  H.  Alden,  acting  commissiooer 
central  railroad,  for  this  amount  paid  Jo* 
seph  Riopelle  for  damages  awarded  for 
fencing,  timber  and  crossways  on  said 
Riopelle's  farm^  as  per  order  of  the  board 

this  day,  80  00 

77,  favor  H.  Aldcn,  for  this  amount  paid 
sundry  persons  for  damages  on  said  road, 

as  per  order  of  board  this  day,  1^25  92 

78,  favor  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commission- 
er Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  for  ser- 
vices from  Aug.  17th  to  Ocit   17th,  at 

•1,250  per  annum,  208  33 

20.  14,  favor  H.  Alden,  acting  commissioner 
central  railroad,  for  expenses  of  running 
the  cars  and  repairing  said  railroad,  346  19 

79,  favor  Joseph  Charboneau,  for  damages 
awarded  by  the  committee  of  the  board 
for  right  of  way,  timber  and  crossways, 

as  per  order  of  board  on  this  day,  125  00 

Oct  20.    15f  favor  Levi  S.  Humphrey,  acting  corn- 
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missioner  southern  railroad,  as  per  order 

of  the  board  of  Sept.  10,  1838,  5,000  00 

Oct.  20.  16         do                do  do  5,000  00 

17,  do                do  do  6,000  00 

18,  do                do  do  5,000  00 

19,  do                do  do  5,000  00 

22.  80,  favor  Detroit  Morning  Post,  for  sub- 

scription from' Jan.  1st,  1838,  to  Jan.  1st, 
1839,  for  same,  for  use  of  board  of  inter- 
nal improvement,a8  per  their  order  of  the 
20th  instant,  6  00 

23.  3,  favor  Rix  Robinson,  acting  commission- 

er on  St.  Mary's  ship  canal  and  improve- 
ment of  the  rivers,  as  per  order  of  the 
board  of  September  10,  1838.  5,000  00 

8 J,  favor  Edwin  H.  Lothrop,  for  5  days^ 
services  as  member  of  board  internal  im- 
provement, $15,  and  for  320  miles'  travel 
to  and  from  the  meeting  of  board,  $48,  63  00 

24.  2,  favor  J  as.  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner 

Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  as  per  or- 
der of  the  board  of  Sept.  8,  1838,  for 
#5,000,  this  amount  being  advanced 
Alexander  Clements  on  account  of  con- 
tract to  furnish  stone  for  said  canal,  3,000  00 

26.  82,  favor  Joel  A.  Collier,  for  his  services 

and  the  services  of  two  men,  also  dama- 
ges done  his  horse  while  employed  in 
drawing  in  the  passenger  cars  from  Dear- 
born to  Detroit  on  the  night  of  the  2d  of 
Feb.  last,  as  per  resolution  of  the  board 
of  the  20th  inst,  -  25  00 

83,  favor  iiUther  Dean,  for  his  services  and 
damages  done  his  horse  and  harness  on 
the  above  occasion,  40  00 

27.  15,  favor  Hiram  A Iden,  acting  commission- 

er central  railroad,  for  expenses  running 
cars  and  repairing  said  railroad,  502  76 

11,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  as  per  order  of  the 
board,  Sept.  10,  1838,  5,000  00 

31.  16,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  expenses  run- 
ning the  cars  and  repairing  said  railroad,        923  45 
Nov.    I.  84,  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  for  services  as  se- 
cretary and  general  book  keeper  to  board 
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iDternal  improvement,  from  Oct  Ist  to 
date,  at  1,000  per  annum,  S3  34 

Nov.  8.  3,  favor  Wm.  A.  Burt,  acting  commissioner 
northern  railroad,  as  per  order  of  the 
board  of  Sept.  4,  1838,  5,000  00 

85,  favor  Wm.  A.  Burt,  for  services  as  act- 
ing commissioner  northern  railroad,from 
Oct  1st  to  1st  inst,  half  month,  at  $l^bQ 
per  annum,  952  08,  and  for  half  month 
on  Saginaw  canal,  from  Oct  1st  to  Isi 
inst  «52  09,  104  17 

3.   17,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  acting  commission* 
er  central  railroad,  for  expenses  of  run* 
ning  the  cars  and  repairing  said  railroad*     2,338  16 
12,  favor  Hiram   Alden,  as  per  order  of 

board  of  Sept  10,  5,000  00 

10,  18,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  expenses  run« 

nins  the  cars  and  repairing  said  railroad^        170  51 

14.  86,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  for  one  month's 

services  as  acting  commissioner,  from 
Oct  13th  to  the  13th  inst,  at  $1,250  per 
annum,  104  17 

15.  13,  favor  Hiram  Alden,  as  per  order  6i 

board  of  Sept.  10th,  5,000  00 

17.  19,favorHiram  Alden,  for  expenses  of  run* 

ning  the  ca^s  and  repairing  said  railroad,       181  16 

20.  87,  favor  Amos  T.  Hall,  for  services  as  col- 
lector of  tolls  from  Aug.  21st  to  date,  in- 
clusive, at  81,000  per  annum,  250  00 
88,  favor  Abraham  Clawson,  for  damages,, 
as  per  award  of  commissioners,  uoddt 
the  act  of  April  5th,  1838,  72  18 

24.  20t  iiivor  H.  Alden,  for  expenses  runnii^ 

cars  and  repairing  central  railroad,  245  34 

27.  2,  favor  John  Flues  for  Flues,  Hues  &  Co» 
OQ  account  of  contract  for  stone  for  Clin- 
ton and  Kalamazoo  canat  as  per  order  of 
board,  Sept  7th,  1838^  5,000  00 

29.  20,  21.  22,  23, 24. 25, 26, 27,  and  28.  favor 
L.  S*  Humphrey,  acting  commissioner  of 
the  southern  railroad,  as  per  order  of 
board  of  Oct.  lOth,  1838.  $5,000  each,  45,000  00 
30.  3,  favor  Jas.  B.  Hunt  acting  conMnissioa- 
er  on  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,,  aa 
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per  order  of  board  of  Sept  8th,  1838,  1,000  00 

Not.  so.    2,  favor  Jas.  B.  Hunt,as  per  order  of  board 

of  June  26th,  1838,  5,000  00 

89,  favor  Jas.  B.  Hunt  for  services,  90  49 

Dec.    1.  90,  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  of  board, 

for  services  up  to  Nov.  30th,  83  32 

21,  favor  A.  H.  Adams  for  running  cars 

and  repairs,  66  98 

22,  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  for  expenses  run- 
ning cars  and  repairs,  1,035  54 

1,  favor  Keeney  &  Mullet,  for  materials 
and  castings,  2,079  27 

3.  A-  H.  Adams,  secretary  of  board,  for  ex- 
penses running  cars  and  repairs,  1,305  25 
do    for  construction  of  central  railroad,        1,611  42 

4.  D.  C.  McKinstry,  on  account  of  contract 

for  construction  of  the  central  railroad,        2,006  35 
A.  H.  Adams,  for  balance  due  H  Alden  on 

his  last  advance  of  85,000,  133  52 

5.  A.  H.  Adams,  for  construction  of  central 

railroad,  as  per  vouchers  filed  by  L.  B. 
Mizner,  commissioner,  6,051  36 

Wm.  A.  Burt,  for  services,  104  17 

do  for  construction  of  northern 

railroad  and  Saginaw  canal,  5,000  00 

6.  Warrant  No.  5,  favor  J.  Eldred  &  Son,  for 

construction  of  central  railroad,  987  52 

7,  favor  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  of  board, 

for  construction  of  the  central  railroad,  "414  15 

8,  do  for  construction  of  cen- 
tral railroad,  218  98 

25,  do  expenses  running  cars,        222  43 

Paid  J.  Delafield,  for  interest  on  advances 

made  on  state  stock,  9483  00 

Binding  coupons  and  books,  5  00 

Printing  do  16  00 

Printing  bonds  and  coupons,  62  00 

Notarial  certificates,  10  00 

8.  Printing  words  in  bonds,  W  00 

Commission  paid  Prime,  Ward 

and  King,  8,963  80 

—     9,602  30 

11.  A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  of  board,  for  con- 
struction, 2,356  46 
13.  6.  W.  Turner,  for  services  on  central  rail- 
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road, 

150  00 

13. 

Thomas  Clarke,  collector, 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  on  account  of  his  con- 

225 00 

tract, 

255  00 

15. 

A.  H.  Adams,  secretary  of  board,  for  con- 

structing central  railroad. 

1,135  60 

do        for  repairs  and  running  cars, 

1,508  39 

18. 

Jas.  B.  Hunt,  for  services, 

104  16 

do            No.  4,  order  of  hoard, 

5,000  00 

22^ 

A.  H.  Adams,  for  running  cars. 

300  37 

do        for  construction, 

166  38 

T.  Dort,                do 

15  00 

26. 

R.  Robinson,        do 

5,000  00 

27. 

L.  Humphrey,       do 

5,000  00 

2U. 

A.  H.  Adams,  for  construction  of  central 

railroad, 

1,195  04 

do        for  expenses  and  running  cars, 

201  93 

31. 

do        for  repairs  and  running  cars, 

3,041  01 

Balance  carried  down. 

640,549  68 

868,973  85 

Auditor  General's  Office, 
DelroU,  1st  Jan.  1839. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Auditor  General. 


(No.  7.) 

Central  Railroad  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  Dr.  for  the  following 
warrants  on  the  internal  improvement  fund,  to  he  paid  out  of 
the  appropriation  q/"  $350,000,  approved  March  Slst,  1838. 

1838. 

Apr.     6.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Jas.  B.  Hunt, 
7.  D.  C.  McKinstry, 
do 
Jas.  B.  Hunt, 
18.  D.  C.  McKinstry, 
May  12.  War.  No.  1,  favor  C,  Ten  Eyck,  damages, 

2.  H.  Heath,-  "  do 

3.  S.  W.  Osgood,  do 

4.  J.  Gilbert,  do 

5.  H.  Gage,    ,  do 

Carried  forward. 


•20,000  00 

93  00 

279  96 

80^000  00 

981  15 

,     6,000  00 

570  00 

50  00 

774  09 

75  72 
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May  12. 

0. 

15. 

7. 

16. 

8. 

0. 

17. 

10. 

11. 

18. 

12. 

13. 

19. 

14. 

15. 

21. 

16. 

17. 

22. 

Job 

26. 

28. 

June  2. 


6. 

7. 


11. 
16. 
22. 
23. 
26. 

27. 


Brought  forward, 

M.  Lane,  damages, 

S.  Torbert,  do 

J.  C.  Gillett,  do 

R.  Ballou,  do 

J.  M.  Wightman,  do 

D.  Thompson,  do 

B.  L.  King,  do 

J.  M .  Hume,  do 

J.  Kreider,  do 

Wm.  Steers  do 

Wm.  Woodbridge.  do 

J.  Van  Fossen,  do 

John,  Elizabeth  and  F.  Chovin,         do 
S.  Carpenter,  do 

Charles  Chovin,  do 

Francis  Chovin,  do 

Paul  D.  Anderson,  do 

Wm.  C.  Maples,  do 

E.  A.  Shaw,  do 

Henry  M cVay,  do 

Philip  Sims,  do 

John  Burbank,  do 

18.  Jacob  Dix,  do 

B.  Cotton,  do 
S.  Dix,                                      do 
favor  S.  Sims  for  damages, 
L.  C.  Miles,            do 
P.  O.  Whitman,  for  pile  driver, 

do  for        do 

Charles  Noble,  painting  railroad  bridge, 
Mark  Norris,  for  timber, 

C.  Davis,  for  fitting  car  wheels,  . 

28.  Titus  Dort,  for  wagonway, 

29.  John  Stowits,  for  damages, 

D.  C.  McKinstry,  for  construction, 
L.  B.  Mizner,  acting  commis.  for  do. 
Jno.  R.  Williams,  for  office  rent, 
J.  &  R.  Geddes,  for  damages, 
S.  Knickerbocker,  for  do, 
W.  F.  Sheldon,  for      |do. 
H  Alden,  for  locomotive  and  tender, 
Burger  and  Stevens,  for  books, 
J.  M.  Barbour,  for  services, 
H.  Alden,  for  advance, 

Carried  forward,  | 


19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24, 
25. 
26. 
27, 


30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 

1. 
36. 
37. 

1. 


10  00 
15  00 
50  12 
70  00 

5  00 
18  00 
76  00 

5  00 
20  00 

4  00 
00  00 
50  00 
33  44 
10  00 
10  00 

8  00 

32  64 
95  00 
20  00 
40  72 
25  00 

33  00 
2  00 

5  00 
2  00 

159  56 

70  00 

86  01 

62  64 

332  52 

295  08 

100  00 

22  50 

149  66 

5,833  20 

5,000  00 

32  50 

80  88 

70  00 

248  56 

7,500  00 


5,000  00 
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July   5.  41. 

6.  2. 

7.  44- 
11.  46. 
13.  46. 

47. 

48. 

Aug.    4.  50. 


13. 
16. 
31. 

Sept.  4. 

7. 

11. 

13. 
14. 
27. 
Oct.  3. 
13. 

19. 

20. 
27. 


Nor.  3. 
14. 
16. 
20. 

1. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

8. 
11. 
13. 


Dec, 


4. 
42. 
61. 
63. 
56. 

5. 

6. 
63. 
64. 
66. 
69. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
73. 
76. 
77. 
79. 
11. 
82. 
83. 
12. 
86. 
13. 
88. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

9. 
10. 


Brought  forward, 
J.  N.  Horner,  for  damages, 
H.  Alden,  advance  for  construction, 
J.  Emerick,  for  damages, 
J.  Flinn,  do 

C.  Harrison,  do 
John  Donn,  do 
H.  Alden,  for  services, 

A.  E.  Mather,  for  damages, 
H.  Alden, 

do 
E.  A.  Lay,  damages, 
H.  Alden,  services, 
M.  Clarke,  damages, 
S.  Clements,    do 
H.  Alden,  advance. 
H.  Alden,  do 

B.  H.  Brown,  dsTmages, 
Bardwell  and  others, 

do        damages, 
Alden,  services, 


H. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


advance, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Reopell,  damages^ 
Sundry  persons, 
J.  Charbona, 
H.  Alden,  advance, 
Joel  Collins,  damages, 
Luther  Dean,    do 
H.  Alden,  advance, 
do        services, 
do        advance, 
A.  Clawson, 
Keeney  &  Mullett, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary, 
D.  C.  McKinstry, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary, 
A.  H.  Adams, 
J.  Eldred  &  Son, 
A.  H.  Adams,  secretary, 
A.  H.  Adams,        do 
G.  N.  Turner, 

Carried  forward, 


$ 

45  00 

5,000  00 

195  90 

10  00 

32  14 

5  00 

104  17 

1,850  04 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

80  18 

104  17 

6  04 

S50  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

15  00 

4,000  00 

2,000  00 

104  17 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

5,000  00 

104  17 

80  00 

1,825  02 

125  00 

5,000  00 

25  00 

40  00 

5,000  00 

104  17 

5,000  00 

72  18 

2,079  27 

1,611  42 

206  85 

6,051  36 

414  15 

987  52 

218  98 

2,356  46 

100  50 
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Brou^t  forward, 
Dec.  13.  11.  D.  C.  McKinstiy, 
15.  15.  A.  H.  Adams, 
29.  27.  A.  H.  Adams, 

28.  T.Dort, 
29.  29.  A.  H.  Adams, 

•173,967  23 
Deduct  warrants  countersigned  by  the  Au- 
ditor General,  issued  £rM>  the  board  on 
or  before  the  6th  April,  51,354  II 


• 

256  00 

1,135  60 

166  38 

15  00 

1,195  04 

#122,613  12 


The  above  amount  embraces  the  first  fire  warrants  charged  in 
the  account  drawn  by  the  auditor  of  the  late  board  of  internal 
improvements,  on  account,  prior  to  the  6th  April  last,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  me,  and  also  for  damages  awarded  by  commission- 
ers on  the  central  railroad. 
Auditor  General's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  1st  Jan%  1839.      ) 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  G.,  &  3f. 


(No.  8.) 

Biram  Mden,  acting  Commissioner,  on  Central  Railroad  in  ac- 
count with  Internal  Improvementf  per  advances  made  up  to  the 
15lh  November. 

Dr. 

1838. 

June  23.  I.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  7,500  00 


J7,500  00 

Cr. 

June  23. 

By  this  amount  of  vouchers  for  cars. 

from 

1  to3. 

<7,500  00 

•7,500  00 

Dr. 

June  27. 

1.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

•5J0OO  00 

July    6. 

Theodore  Williams'   voucher,  No- 

25, 

withdrawn, 

0  38 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  • 

E.  C.  Clark's  voucher,  No.  27,  with- 
drawn, 1  37 


•5,001  75 
Cr. 

July    6.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  from  No.  4  to 
37  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 


railroad, 

•4,997  2S 

Balance  carried  down. 

4  53 

•5,001  75 

Dr. 

C.      To  balance  brought  down, 

•4  52 

2.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

5,000  00 

Balance  carried  down. 

0  12 

Julv 


•5,004  64 
Cr, 

Aug.  1.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  from  No.  38 
to  08  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 
railroad,  5,004  64 


•5,004  64 

Dr. 

;.  1.  3.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

•5,000  00 

6.  4.  Warrant  of       do            do 

5,000  00 

•10,000  00 
Cr. 

Aug.     1.  By  balance  brought  down,  $0  12 

8.  This  amount  of  vouchers  from  No.  99  to 
127  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 
railroad,  2,388  26 

17.  This  amount  of  vouchers  from  No.  128  to 
144  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 
railroad,  2,673  08 

Balance  carried  down,  4,938  54 


•10,000  00 
Dr. 
Aug.  17.  To  balance  brought  down,  •4,938  54 

31.  Balance  carried  down,  311  43 


•5,249  97 
Cr. 

Aug.  31.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  from  No.  145 
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to  WS  inchifiiVe,  for  construction  of  cen- 
tral railroad,  85,249  97 


Aug. 
Sept. 

Dr. 

31.  5.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
4.        Balance  carried  down, 

Cr. 

31.  By  balance  bix)ught  down, 
4.  This  amount  of  vouchers,  from  No.  204  to 
241  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 
railroad, 

Dr. 

4.  6.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
13.       Balance  carried  to  new  account. 

Cr. 

4.  By  balance  brought  down, 

13.  This  amount  of  vouchers,  from  No.  242 

to  270  inclusive,  for  construction  of  cen- 
tral railroad, 

Dr. 

14.  7.  Towarrant  of  Auditor  General, 

Cr. 

13.  By  balance  brought  from  last  account, 

26.  This  amount  of  vouchers,  from  No.  271  to 

307  inclusive,  for  construction  of  central 
railroad, 

27.  Balance  carried  down, 

Dr. 

27.       To  balance  brought  down, 
8.  Warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
3.      Balanc3  carried  down, 

Cr. 
}.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers,  from  No.  308  to 
22 

85,000  00 
126  44 

Aug. 
Sept. 

Sept. 

85,126  44 
$311  43 

4,815  01 

•5,126  44 

•5,000  00 
121  88 

Sept. 

85,121  35 
8126  44 

4,994  91 

Sept. 

85,121  35 
85,000  00 

Sept. 

85,000  00 
8121  35 

4,402  39 
476  26 

Sept. 
Oct. 

85,000  00 

>476  26 

5,000  00 

146  93 

Oct.  I 

85,623  19 

Digitized  by 


Google 


m  SBNATB  D0CUMBNT8. 

899  ]Qcla«|irQ,  for  coi^uotioD  of  ocAtm) 

railroad,  f  5«62S  19 


Db. 

Oct    8.  0.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  G^n^ral, 
13,      Balance  carried  down, 


Oct     S.  Bv  l)9lance  brought  dpwpy 

12.  Thia  amount^  of  vouchers,  from  Jfa  38Q  to 
371  inclusive,  for  construction  of  C^ntTai 
railroad. 


Pa* 
Opt  18.  10,  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General 
27.         Balance  carried  down. 


Oct  12.  By  balance  broqght  dowp, 

27.  This  amount  of  voqcherSi  from  |(o,  879  to 
403  inclusive,  for  constructing  th^  cep^ 
tral  railroad, 


Jin. 
Oct   27.  11.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
If OT.    8.         Balance  carried  down» 


Oct    27.  By  ))4tlaiiee  t^o^fght  down* 

Hoy*    8*  This  amount  of  vouchers,  from  No.4f04  to 

481  inclusive,  for  construction  of  c^nitral 

railroad, 


Dm. 
}foT.  8..  12.  To  warrant  ef  Auditor  Gcinertl, 
1#.         Balance  carried  dowQ* 


#5,623  10 

f  5,000  00 
60  04 

$5,060  04 

140  98 

4,023  01 

$5,060  04 

$5,000  00 
11  04 

$5,011  04 

#60  04 

$4,041  10 

$5,011  04 

$5,000  00 
410  20 

$M1«  90 

$11  04 

5,408  16 

$5,410  20 

$5,000  00 
27  QQ 

$5,027  00 
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Cwu 
N6V4  &  By  balance  brought  down,  #410  20 

14.  T^ia  amount  of  vouchers*  from  No.  482  to 
570  inclusive,  for  coiuMructioA  cf  central 
railioad,  4^607  80 


$5,027  00 

Nov.  15.  13.  By  warrant  of  Auifitor  General,  •5»000  00 

Dec.     4.  14.  Warrant  of  Auditor  General  b  full,  138  5S 

Error  in  Mark  Nonid^  Voucher,  508»  0  8S 

dd  in         do               do       504,  1  27 


$5,185  11 


Cb. 

Nov.  15.  By  balance  brought  down,  $27  00 

Dec«  8,  This  amount  of  vouchers^  from  Net.  471  to 
506  inclusive,  for  construdioii  of  central 
railroad,  5,106  11 


Atnmon  Gbnbral's  Qfiiob,  / 
B^roU,  Ije/Qm^l888.      ) 


$5,135  11 
ROBERT  ABBOTT,  4.  «.,  S.  M. 


(No.  0.) 


iMMys  received  and  Mining  fot  the  eatMrUchoii  if  (he  Cen^ 
trdiRaarood. 


18S8. 

Dm.   1.    1. 

To  warrant  of  Aaditor  6«ictra), 

n,vt9ii 

8.    3. 

do 

do 

I  fill  42 

4.    8. 

do 

do 

2,009  85 

5.     5. 

do 

do 

e.osi  86 

6.     6. 

do 

do 

9B?  52 

7.     7. 

do 

do 

415  15 

6.    9. 

do 

do 

218  98 

11.     9. 

do 

do 

2,356  46 

la  10. 

do 

do 

100  50 

11. 

do 

do 

255  00 

15.  15. 

do 

do 

1,185  60 
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22.  28.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  15  00 

29.  28.            do                do  1,195  04 

22.                   do                do  ^      166  38 

29.    Balaaco  carried  down,  *         1  00 


'o  warrant  of  Auditor  Greneral, 

•1,377  42 

1 

91  00 

Ck. 

1838. 

Dec  1. 

By  this  amount  of  voucher  Na  1, 

i2,079  27 

3. 

This  amount  of  vouchers  from  2  to  8  in- 

clusive. 

1,611  42 

4. 

9  to  14  inclusive, 

2,006  35 

5. 

15  to  58  inclusive. 

6,051  36 

6. 

59  to  64  inclusive, 

987  62 

8. 

65  to  74  inclusive, 

414  15 

75  to  77  inclusive, 

218  98 

11. 

78  to  81  inclusive, 

2,356  46 

13. 

82, 

100  50 

83, 

255  00 

15. 

84  to  87  inclusive. 

1,135  60 

Dec22. 

By  this  amount  of  voucher  No.  88, 

15  00 

29. 

89  to  102  inclusive. 

1,362  42 

•1,377  42 

29.        By  balance  brought  down,  $1  00 

After  the  death  of  Hiram  Alden,  late  acting  commissioner  on 
the  central  road,  it  was  made  known  to  me  by  several  of  the  com- 
missioners,  that  contracts  bad  been  entered  into  with  the  late 
commissioner  for  the  construction  of  part  of  the  central  railroad, 
that  the  monthly  estimates  would  be  rendered  to  the  board  and 
the  claimants  require  payment.  Desiring  therefore  to  avoid  any 
failure  on  the  part  of  the  state  in  complying  with  existing  con« 
tracts,  I  drew  warrants  on  the  treasury  on  satisfactory  vouchers 
beii^  produced,  to  the  amount  of  $18,594,  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams, 
who  disbursed  the  same  to  the  respective  claimants. 
Auditor  General's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  \st  Jan.  1839.       \ 

ROBERT  ABBOTT.  A.  6?.,  S.  M. 
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(No.  10.) 

WUliam  A.  Burt,  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Northern  Railroad 
and  Saginaw  canal,  in  account  with  Internal  Improvement  fund. 

Dr- 
1838. 

May  22.  J.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  5,000  00 

Sept    4.       To  balance  carried  down,  03  15 

•5,093  15 
Cr. 
Sept*    4.  By  amount  of  vouchers  for  construclion  of 

the  northern  railroad,  from  No.  1  to  36,      2»912  09 
Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  of  Sagi- 
naw canal,  from  No.  1  to  9  inclusive,         2,181  06 


•5,093  15 

Dk. 

Sept  5. 

1.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  Greneral, 

•5,000  00 

Nov.  2. 

Balance  carried  down. 

34  76 

•5,034  76 

Cb. 

Sept.  4. 

Balance  brought  down, 

•93  15 

Nov.  2. 

Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  of  the 
nortliern  railroad,  from  No.  37  to  47  in- 

clusive, 

2,941  60 

Amount  of  voucher  No.  10,  for  construction 

of  Saginaw  canal, 

2,000  00 

•5,034  76 
Dr. 

Nov.  2.  3.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  95.000  00 

Error  in  S.  J.  Smith's  voucher,  No.  91,  0  87 

Balance  carried  down,  176  00 


•5,176  87 
Ce. 
Nov.  2.  Balance  brought  down,  834  76 

Dec  5.  Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  of  the 
northern  railroad,  from  No.  48  to  65  in- 
clusive, 3,286  44 
Dec.  5.  Vouchers  for  the  construction  of  Saginaw 

canal,  from  No.  11  to  17  inclusive,  1,855  67 


•5,176  87 
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Db. 
Dec.  5.  4.  Warrantor  Auditor  General,  $5,000  00 


Dec  5.  Balance  brought  down,  $176  00 

Auditor  Geiieral's  Office,  ) 
Detroit,  lit  Jan'y,  1839.      ( 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  0.,  S.  M. 


(No.  11.) 

James  B.  Hunt,  AeHng  Chmmissioner  of  the  CKttton  and  Kida- 
maxoo  canalt  in  account  toith  the  Interned  Lnprovement  Funi. 

Diu 
1838. 

May  19.  1.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  5,000  00 

Sept.  17.     Balance  carried  to  debit,  5  56 


.    Cb. 

Sept  17.  By  amount  of  vouchers  for  coostruction  ci 
Clinton  and  Kalamaxoo  canal,  from  Na 
lto39. 

#5,005  SO 
5,005  56 

Dr. 

Sept  17.    2.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
Balance  carried  down, 

$5,005  56 

•5,000  00 
42  43 

Cb. 
Sept  17.  By  balance  brought  down, 
Nov.  90.  Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  <A 

Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  from  No. 

39  to  59, 

Dh. 
Nov.  SO.  3.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 
Dec.  13.        Balance  carried  down, 

95,042  43 
95  56 

5,036  87 

95,042   43 

#5,000  00 
114  06 

Cb. 
Nov.  30.  Balance  brought  down. 

95,714  06 
942  43 

Carried  forward, 

9 
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Brought  forward,  $ 

Dec  18.  Amount  of  voi^cher^  for  construction  of 
Clinton  and  Kalamazw  canal*  from  $0 
to  79,  5,671  93 


Deq.  18.  4. 

Db. 
To  warrant  of  Auditor  Greneral, 

Cr. 
By  balance  brought  down, 
Total  of  amount  drawn  up  to  date, 
Advanced  by  order  of  the  board  on  con- 
uract  for  stone. 

5,713  0« 
•5,000  00 

]Uecl8. 

•714  08 
20,000  00 

10,000  00 

$30,000  00 
AuiHTOR  General's  Office,   ) 
Detroit,  1st  Jan.  1839.  ) 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Audilor  General,  S.  M. 


(No.  12.) 


Ifivi  S-  Humphrey f  Acting  Commissioner  of  the  Havre  Branch 
and  Southern  Kailroads,  in  account  with  the  IntemcH  bnprove- 
ment  Fund. 

Dr. 


1838. 

July  25. 

1.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

•6,000  00 

2.           do                       do 

6,000  oa 

9.           do                       do 

5,000  00 

4.            do                       do 

5,000  00 

6.            do                        do 

5,000  00 

6.            do                        do 

5,000  00 

f30,OOO  00 
Cr. 
July  2$.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  for  construc- 
tion of  southern  railroad,from  No.l  to  66,  $28,637  28 
Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  of  the. 

Havre  Branch  railroad  from  No.  1  to  7,        401  66 
Balance  carried  down,  961  07 


$30,000  00 
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Brought  forward, 

• 

Dr. 

Julv  25.     To  balance  brought  dawa. 

•961  07 

Oct    9.  7. 

Warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

(5,000  00 

Oct.    9.  8. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

9. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

10. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

11. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

12. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

13. 

do 

do 

5,000  00 

14. 

do 

do 

6,000  00 

•40,961  07 
Cr. 

Oct  9.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  for  construction 

of  southern  railroad,  from  No.  1  to  103,  836,644  41 
Balance  carried  down,  4,116  66 


840,961  07 


Dr. 

Oct.  9.  To  balance  brought  down,  •4,116  66 

20.  15.  Warrant  of  Auditor  General,  5,000  00 

16.  do  do  6,000  00 

17.  do  do  5,000  00 

18.  do  do  5,000  00 

19.  do  do  5,000  00 


•29,116  66 


Cr. 

Oct  20.  By  this  amount  of  vouchers  for  construc- 
tion of  southern  railroad,  from  No.  115 
to  299,  824,494  36 

Balance  carried  down,  4,622  30 


29,116  66 
Dr. 

Oct   20.  To  balance  brought  down,  •4,622  30 

Nov.  28.  20.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 

do  5,000  00 


21. 

do 

22, 

do 

23. 

do 

24. 

do 

25. 

do 

26. 

do 

27. 

do 

28. 

do 
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CiL 

Nov.  98.  By  amount  of  vouchers  for  constriictioti  of 

southern  vailroad,  from  Na  300  to  464»  •4d,6]4  17 
Balance  carried  down,  4,008  13 

949,622  30 
Dr. 
Nov.  28.  To  balance  brought  down,  94,008  13 

Dec.   27.  29.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  5,000  00 

Vouchers  to  the  amount  of  934,560  are  deposited  in  the  office 
and  ID  progress  of  examination  to  coyer  the  above  amount  and 
other  advances  made  since  31st  December. 
AmHVOR  Genbrai^'s  Officei   ) 
Deinritt  1st  January,  1839.    ) 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  (?.,  S.  M. 


(No.  13.) 

Rix  Rcbinion  Acting  Commissioner  of  St.  Marias  Oanal  and  the 
Grand  and  Kalamazoo  rivers,  in  account  with  the  Internal  Im* 
provement  Fund. 

Dr. 

1838. 

May  19,  1.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  $5,000  00 

Sept.    I.        Balance  carried  down,  8  28 

•5,008  28 
Cr. 

Sept.  I.  By  amount  of  vouchers  for  iniprovement 
of  Grand  river,  from  No  1  to  31  inclu- 
sive, f4,45S  93 

Amount  of  vouchers  for  improvement  of 
Kalamazoo  river,  from  No.  1  to  3  inclu- 
sive, 504  35 

Amount  of  vouchers  for  Ste.  Marie's  ship 

canal,  No.  1.  50  00 


•5,008  38 


Dr. 

Sept.  10.  2.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General,  954)00  00 

Get.    32.      72  lbs  rope  at  25  cents,  18  00 

Balance  carried  down,  460  99 


23 


95,478  99 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ns  SENATE  DOCUMENTS- 

Cs. 

Sept     1.  By  balance  brought  down,  f  8  29 

Oct    23.  Amount  of  vouchers  for  improvemeDt  of 

Grand  river,  from  Na  82  to  62  inclusive,    5,378  46 
Amount  of  vouchers  for  construction  of  the 
Ste.  Marie's  ship  canal,  from  Na  2  to  5 
inclusive,  97  25 


f  5,478  99 

Db. 

Oct.   38.  8.  To  warrant  of  Auditor  General, 

•5,000  W 

Dec.  26.       Balance  carried  down, 

1,854  40 

•6,854  40 
Ce. 
Oct  24.  By  balance  brought  down,  6460  90 

Dec.  26.  Amount  of  vouchers  for  improvement  of 

Grand  river,  from  53  to  66,  4,030  94 

Amount  of  vouchers  for  improvement  of 
Kalamazoo,  from  4  to  7,  2,362  47 


66^854  40 
Db. 
Dec.  81.  4.  Warrant  of  Auditor  General,  #5,000  00 


Cb. 

By  balance  brought  down,  61,854  40 

Dec  81.  Amount  of  voucters  for  Ste.  Marie's  canal. 

No.  6  and  7,  577  04 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  A.  G.,  S.  HL 
AvBrroR  Geiiskal's  Ofhcb, 
Deirokf  Ui  Jan.,  1839. 


\ 


(No.  14.) 

Eiaj^enses  of  repavrs  on  CerUnd  Railroad  and  running  the  Cars, 

1888.  Db. 

May   5.  Warrant  favor  sundry  persons  from  this 

day  to  the  Itah,  6279  28 

19.  do.  favor  £•  H.  Lothrop,  per  order  of  the 

board  to  furnish  oily  1,000  00 

Expenses  of  transportalioo  &c.  148  10 

Aug.    17.  Warrant  favor  U.  Alden,  acting  com'r,  682  81 

18.        do  do  329  40 


Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  9 

Aug.  25.  Warrant  favor  H.  Aldeu,  aotiog  com'r,  864  86 

Sept.     1  do  do  dtl92  00 

8.  do  do  722  55 

8.  do  do  812  68 

15.  do  do  137  88 

22.  do  do  1,642  93 

Oct.       1.  do  do  2,423  70 

3.  do  do  1,129  36 

6.  do  do  231  46 

13.  do  do  818  42 

20.  do  do  346  19 

27.  do  do  502  76 

31.  do  do  923  45 

Nov.     3.  do  do  %S88  16 

10.  do  do  179  51 

17.  do  do  181  16 

24.  do  do  245  84 

Dec.     1.  do        A.  H.  Adams,  Sec'ry,  66  98 

do  do  1,685  54 

3.  do  do  1,805  25 

8.  do  do  222  43 

15.  do  do  1,508  89 

22.  do  do  300  37 

29.  do  do  201  93 

31.  do  do  3,041  01 


•25912  99 

Ca. 

Alay    6. 

By  voucher*  audited  and  allowed, 

•279  28 

19. 

Bill  of  oil  and 

expenses, 

1,148  10 

Aug.  17. 

Vouchers  allowed  to  number  37, 

682  31 

20. 

do 

do 

44, 

329  40 

25. 

do 

do 

51, 

364  36 

Sept  1. 

do 

do 

70, 

3,192  09 

8. 

do 

do 

71, 

722  55 

8. 

do 

do 

78, 

812  68 

15. 

do 

do 

78, 

137  88 

22. 

do 

do 

90, 

1,642  93 

Oct.     1. 

do 

do 

102. 

2,423  70 

3. 

do 

do 

109, 

1,129  86 

6. 

do 

do 

114, 

281  46 

18. 

do 

do 

121, 

818  42 

20. 

do 

do 

125, 

346  10 

27. 

do 

do 

182, 

502  76 

31. 

do 

do 

186. 

928  45 

Carried  forward. 
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Not. 


Brought  forwf 

ird, 

f 

S.  Voucher*  allowed  to  number  162, 

2,338  16 

10.               do 

do 

156. 

179  51 

17.                do 

do 

159, 

181  16 

24                do 

do 

164, 

245  34 

1.                do 

do 

167, 

66  98 

do 

do 

178, 

1.635  54 

3.                 do 

do 

187, 

.  1.305  25 

8.                do 

do 

190, 

222  43 

15.                do 

do 

196, 

1,508  33 

82.                do 

do 

201, 

300  37 

do 

do 

205, 

201  08 

31.                do 

do 

224, 

3,041  01 

•35,918  09 

Henry  Howards  Treasurer  of  Sinking  fund,  in  accomU  wiih 
Sinking  fund. 

1888.  Dr. 

Jair.    6.   To  cash  for  interest  on  money  loaned  to 

Michigan  state  bank,  96,255  05 

6  per  cent  premium  received  on  860,000 
internal  improvement  fund*  sold  Michigan 
state  bank,  3,600  00 

6  per  cent  premium  received  on  860,000 
internal  improvement  fund,  sold  Bank  of 
Michigan,  3,600  00 

May  29.   Cash  deposited  in  bank  by  Amos  T.  Hall, 

and  Thos.  Clarke,  collectors  of  tolls,  2^69  05 

June     5.  do  do  2,528  66 

2,7^  20 

2,328  13 

2,529  23 

July     3.  do  do  2,056  56 

2,005  39 
1,827  59 
1,491  79 
1,066  27 
Aug.     7.  do  do  1,581  29 

1,561  41 

1,568  46 

1,503  29 

Sept.    4.  do  do  1,775  10 

2,199  36 
2,340  05 


6. 

do 

do 

12. 

do 

do 

19. 

do 

do 

26. 

do 

do 

3. 

do 

do 

10. 

do 

do 

17. 

do 

do 

24- 

do 

do 

31. 

do 

do 

7. 

do 

do 

14. 

do 

do 

21. 

do 

do 

28. 

do 

do 

4. 

do 

do 

11. 

do 

do 

18. 

do 
Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forward,  • 

Sept.  19.  Cftsh  received,  balance  of  interest  on  Oli- 
ver Newberry's  bonds,  up  to 
the  1st  July,  1538,  $2,250  00 

6  peir  cent  premium  on  8200,- 


Oct. 


Nov. 


000  bonds, 

12,000  00 

81  days'  interest  from  Jaly  1st 
to  this  date  on  850,000, 

675  00 

14,925  00 

26. 

To  cash  deposited 

in  bank  by 

Amos  T. 

- 

Hall  and  Thomas  Clarke,  collectors  of 

tolls, 

2,147  21 

2. 

dd 

do 

2,716  12 

9. 

do 

do 

2,684  26 

16. 

do 

do 

2,595  94 

23. 

do 

do 

2,881  53 

30. 

do 

do 

3,315  20 

6. 

do 

do 

2,425  49 

13. 

do 

do 

2.412  01 

30. 

do 

do 

2,169  61 

Vt. 

do 

do 

1,863  59 

«87,586  74 

To  balance  broui 

?ht  down, 

66,588  30 

/ 


To  the  following  sums  received  of  Bank  of 
Ypsilanti,  in  settlement  with  that  bank 
for  funds  deposited  by  Thomas  Clarke, 
collector  of  tolls,  as  per  certificate  of  de- 
posites  placed  in  the  hands  of  Aitm-ney 
Greneral,  viz :  certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
Michigan  state  bank  for  4,996  44 

G.  H.  Tracy,  cashier,  for  draft  on  the  Ca- 
nal bank,  Albany,  due  Jan.  Ist,  payable 
to  order  of  T.  Romeyn,  E.  Brooks  and 
J.  Woodruflr,  10,000  W 

Thomas  Romeyn*8  check  on  Bank  Ypsi- 
lanti, for  interest  due  on  settlement  with 
said  balik,  205  00 

Dec.  81.  Cash  received  of  Amos  T.  Hall,  collector 
of  tolls,  91,965  66 

Do.  Tbos.  Clarke,    2,815  31 


4,770  97 
$86,562  71 

1839 

Jan.    1.   To  balance  brought  down,  W0,562  71 
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Cr. 

June  20*  By  warraDt  favor  Phoenix  bank,  city  of 
New- York,  for  interest  on  •SOO.OOO  due 
the  1st  day  of  July  on  state  bonds  soU 
O.  Newberry,  6,000  00 

Nov.  13.  This  amount  of  certificate  of  deposite  in  the 
Bank  of  Ypsilanti,  by  Thomas  Clarke, 
collector  of  tolls,  delivered  to  the  Attor- 
ney General  for  collection,  14,998  44 
Balance  carried  down,                                  66,588  80 


•87,586  74 
By  overcharge  of  51  cents  reported  by  the 
collectors  and  the  amount  deposited  in 
the  bank  to  the  debit  of  the  State  Trea- 
surer, 51 
Dec  24.  Cash  paid  warrant  favor  Phoenix  bank,  N. 
Y.  for  semi-annual  interest  on  9200,000 
state  stock  sold  O.  Newberry,                     6,000  00 
31.  By  balance  carried  down,                             80,562  20 

986,562  71 
AumroR  Gbneral's  Qfficx,  ) 
Detroit,  1st  Jan.  1839.    | 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 

Auditor  General,  S.  M, 

The  whole  amount  of  tolls  returned  by  the  collectors  on  the 
central  railroad  has  been  placed  to  the  credit  of  this  fund  as  stipu- 
lated by  law>  and  could  not  legally  be  diverted  therefrom.  On  or 
about  the  16th  day  of  August,  the  then  acting  commissioner  made 
known  to  me  that  the  funds  in  his  hands,  arising  from  the  run- 
ning  of  the  cars  prior  to  the  appointment  of  collectors,  were  ex- 
hausted. In  this  state  of  things,  I  concluded  it  was  best,  as  long 
as  there  appeared  to  be  a  profit  in  running  the  cars,  I  should  draw 
warrants  on  the  treasurer  for  the  expenses  on  proper  certified 
vouchers  of  the  acting  commissioner,  a  statement  of  which  is  here- 
unto annexed,  and  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  some  legislative 
action  should  be  had  in  the  premises  for  the  payment  of  the  ex* 
penses  incurred  hereafter. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  And.  Gen. 

Reference, 

Amount  of  tolls,  (64,182  66. 

Expenses  for  running  cars  and  repairs  on  road,  927,243  31« 
which,  if  abstracted  from  the  amount  of  tolls  to  the  credit  of  the 
sinking  fund,  will  leave  a  balance  arising  from  the  revenue  of  the 
road  of  936,939  35. 
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(No.  15.) 

Lansing  B.  Mizner^  Acting  Commissiamr^  in  account  toith  Inter- 
nal Improvement  fund^  for  advances. 

Dr. 
1888. 

June  9.   To  Auditor  General's  warrant  on  the  treas- 
urer of  internal  improvement  fund,  95,000  00 


1839. 

Jan.  1.   To  balance  brought  down,  9528  00 

Cr. 
1838. 

Dec.  31.  By  amount  of  vouchers  allowed  from  June 
9th  to  June  29,  and  from  September  to 
31st  Dec.  1838,  94,471  OS    0 

Balance  due  by  I^.  B.  Mizner,  carried  down,      528  97 


•5,000  00 
Auditor  Gbneral's  Oppice, 
Detroit,  \st  Jan,  1889. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Auditor  General. 


(No.  9.) 
Bank  Commissioners'  Report. 

To  the  Hoiwrable  the  Seimte  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of'  Michigan. 

The  undersigned,  Bank  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan, have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report  of  the  affairs 
and  condition  of  the  several  banking  institutions  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  together  with  an  abstract  of  exhibits  and  other  docu- 
ments therein  referred  to. 

Very  respectfully, 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 
A.  FELCH, 
D.  V.  BELL. 
January  18,  1839. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan. 
The  undersized,  the  Bank  commissioners  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  the  nineteenth  section  of 
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the  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  certain 
moneyed  corporations,  by  which  it  is  made  their  duty,  **in  the 
month  of  January  in  each  year,  to  report  to  the  legislature  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  imposed  upon 
them-^— and  to  accompany  such  report,  by  such  abstracts  from  the 
reports  made  to  them,  and  by  such  other  statements  as  they  may 
deem  needful,"  have  the  honor,  conformably  ttieretOy  lo  present 
the  following 

REPORT: 

The  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them,  being  the  first  branch  of  their  present  duty,  will  claim 
a  brief  attention,  before  entering  on  the  subject  matter  of  their  re- 
port 

The  peculiar  embarrassments  which  they  have  had  to  en- 
counter, and  the  weighty  responsibilities  consequent  thereupon, 
clothes  this  duty  \vith  a  new  character.  It  becomes  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  themselves,  and  to  those  who  have  honored  them  with  so 
iraportant  a  trust 

At  the  period  the  commissioners  entered  upon  their  labors,  every 
portion  of  the  state  was  flooded  with  a  paper  currency,  issued  by 
the  institutions  created  under  the  general  banking  law.  Nqw  or- 
ganizations were  daily  occurring,  aad  the  public  mind  was  every 
where  agitiited  with  apprehension  and  distrust  The  state  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  evils  consequent  upon  an  excessive  and  doubtful 
circulation.  Rumors  of  the  most  frightful  and  reckless  frauds 
were  daily  increasing.  In  this  emergency,  prompt  and  vigorous 
action  was  imperiously  demanded,  as  well  by  the  public  voice  as 
the  urgent  necessity  of  the  case.  Upon  a  comparison  of  opinions, 
the  commissioners  united  in  the  conclusioUi  that  their  duty  was 
of  a  two  fold  character.  The  first,  and  most  obvious  one,  was 
to  take  immediate  and  decided  measures  in  ascertaining  and  in- 
vestigating the  affairs  of  every  institution  suspected  of  fraud,  and 
closing  the  door  against  the  evil  without  delay.  The  second  was 
a  duty  of  far  more  difficult  and  delicate  a  nature,  and  involving 
the  assumption  of  a  deep  responsibility. 

The  public  interest  seemed  to  require  that  some  distinction 
should  be  made  between  cases  of  wilful  fraud,  and  those  of  a  mere 
violation  of  the  law.  The  first  class  could  proceed  but  from  one 
motive;  the  second  might  arise  from  misapprehension  of  the  law, 
inflated  views,  error,  ignorance,  and  various  other  causes,  not  the 
least  of  which  were  the  pressing  necessities  of  those,  who  being 
largely  indebted,  seized  the  opportunity  of  present  relief,  with  the 
expectation  that  a  short  delay  would  enable  them  to  realize  the 
means  of  redemption. 

In  those  cases  where  the  commissioners  could  induce  securities 
to  be  given,  and  excite  vigorous  effi>rts,  with  any  prospect  of  suc- 
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eo8s,  to  withdraw  their  excess  of  circulation  and  render  certain 
the  final  redemption  of  all  liabilities,  they  considered  it  their  duty 
to  the  public  to  overlook  former  irregularities,  and  allow  and  en* 
eourage  the  bnnks  to  sustain  themselves,  and  those  engaged  in 
them,  to  preserve  their  honor  and  character.  This  conclusion 
was  based  upon  the  fear  of  the  dreadful  consequences  which  would 
ensue,  should  the  vast  amount  of  paper  money  in  circulation  be 
left  suddenly  in  the  hands  of  the  community,  with  no  prospect  of 
redemption  but  throujgh  the  tardy  aid  of  the  laws. 

With  these  determinations,  the  Commissioners  commenced  their 
labors,  and  traversed  the  state  in  every  direction,  where  publio 
apprehension,  or  private  information,  pointed  at  fraud.  The  re« 
suit  of  their  fii*st  efforts  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  legislature, 
and  is  on  the  files  of  your  honorable  body. 

The  second  branch  of  their  labors  has  anxiously  and  painfully 
occupied  them  until  this  time.  How  far  the  gradual  withdrawal 
and  redemption  of  a  vast  amount  of  the  circulation — the  valuable 
and  ample  securities  obtained,  by  inducing  a  compliance  with  the 
amended  laws  in  many  institutions  which  they  have  subsequently 
found  it  necessary  to  enjoin,  have  justified  their  interpretation  of 
their  duties,  and  the  responsibilities  they  have  assumed,  is  confi- 
dently submitted  to  a  candid  consideration. 

Had  the  Commissioners  confined  their  sense  of  duty  to  the  strict 
letter  of  the  statute,  their  task  would  have  been  comparatively 
easy,  put  in  no  jeopardy  their  characters  and  reputation,  and  re- 
stricted their  eftbrts  to  a  less  expensive  and  less  arduous  service. 

The  injunctions  obtained  within  the  few  Inst  months  have  been 
numerous.  This  arises  from  the  fact,  that  the  public  have  ceased 
almost  entirely  to  receive  the  money  of  the  safety  fund  banks ; 
credit  being  withdrawn,  their  notes  have  accumulated  in  large 
sums  in  a  few  hands,  and  coming  home  in  masses,  they  have  lost 
the  ability,  which  might  have  been  maintained  if  presented  in 
small  sums,  to  redeem  them  ;  their  exertions  have  been  paralyzed, 
indifference  has  been  manifested  in  making  any  provision  for  them, 
and  the  annual  instalments  have  been  neglected.  The  reasons, 
therefore,  which  induced  the  Commissioners  to  second  their  eflTorts, 
have  no  longer  room  for  exercise;  a  disposition  is  manifested  to 
escape  liabilities ;  the  dangerous  responsibility  resting  on  the  Com- 
missioners is,  therefore,  no  longer  demanded,  and  the  safety  of  the 
public,  in  whose  hands  the  irredeemable  paper  lies,  has  satisfied 
them  that  the  assets  and  securities  should  be  placed  in  less  inter- 
ested hands. 

The  difficulty  of  maintaining  an  impartial  action  has  led  the 
Commissioners  to  the  adoption  of  the  rule,  that  tlie  first  informa- 
tion conveyed  of  the  insolvency  of  a  bank  should  be  through  an 
injunction.  Had  the  doubtful  condition  which  a  bank  presented 
upon  invesl^tion  been  heretofore  bruited  abroad,  it  would  have 
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been  vainly  urged  to  reinstate  its  credit ;  and  noWf  when  all  hot 
the  notes  of  those  of  undoubted  character,  have  ceased  to  be  a 
currency,  the  proclaiming  the  disaster,  would  have  no  effect  but 
that  of  enabling  the  vigilant,  and  those  nearest  the  source  of  in- 
formation, to  dispose  ot  them  to  their  more  careless  or  remote  fel- 
low citizens. 

In  obedience  to  the  second  requirement  of  the  statute,  quoted 
in  the  opening  of  this  report,  three  documents,  marked  A,  B,  and 
C,  being  copies  of  the  several  reports  made  to  the  executive  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  are  herewith  transmitted,  together  with  an  ab- 
stract ot  the  statements  furnished  by  the  banks,  showing  their  lia- 
bilities and  resources. 

Injunctions  have  been  issued  against  the  Goodrich  Bank  and 
the  Bank  of  Oakland.  The  manner  in  which  the  books  of  the 
farmer  were  kept,  and  the  wish  of  the  stockholders  to  close  their 
concerns,  dictated  the  course.  Its  circulation  is  very  small,  and 
will  all  be  paid.  The  laiter  institution,  having  no  available  means 
to  redeem  its  circulation,  and  having  failed  to  pay  in  the  annual 
instalment  required  by  law,  was  proceeded  against  ibr  insolvency 
and  infraction  of  the  statute.  Its  assets  and  securities  are,  it  is 
believed,  amply  abundant  to  cover  all  its  liabilities.  The  Bank 
of  Utica  has  been  also  enjoined,  for  similar  reasons  with  those 
stated  in  regard  to  the  last  mentioned  institution,  and  the  proba- 
bility of  its  redeeming  all  its  liabilities  rests  upon  a  similar  footing* 

An  injunction  was  obtained  against  the  Oakland  County  Bank, 
whicl)  is  a  chartered  institution,  for  refusal  to  allow  an  examina* 
tion  to  be  perfected,  or  to  furnish  a  statement  of  its  affairs.  An 
injunction  had  some  time  since  been  obtained  against  it,  for  aa 
alleged  violation  of  its  charter,  but  removed  by  an  application 
made  by  the  bank  to  the  Chancellor.  From  the  circumstances 
which  induced  the  previous  application,  and  from  the  partial  ex- 
amination lately  made,  the  imperativeobligationsof  duty  demand 
the  recommendation,  which  is  here  made,  that  the  legislature 
should  authorize  a  committee  to  examine  into  its  operations  and 
condition. 

The  Saginaw  City  Bank  has  been  enjoined  on  the  ground  of 
insolvency.  It  numbered  among  its  assets,  as  specie,  a  certifi- 
cate for  $16,000,  deposited  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  bands 
of  a  highly  respectable  commercial  house.  On  this  certificate, 
the  president  and  cashier  have  always  insisted  they  were  author- 
ized to  draw.  This  certificate  supplied  the  place  of  capital  stock 
of  the  bank,  which  had  been  loaned  by  the  cashier  of  the  Farm- 
ers' and  Mechanics'  Bank,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  late 
cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Clinton,  to  set  the  bank  in  operation,  and 
had  afterwards  been  returned.  The  high  standing  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  the  control  of  this  institution,  and  the  respectable 
character  of  the  certificate,  induced  a  departure  from  the  custo- 
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mary  rale  of  the  Cotnmisisioners  not  to  recognize  specie  cerfifi- 


The  assurances  of  the  president,  as  to  its  availability  in  the  re- 
demption of  the  circulation,  were  received.  The  conduct  of  the 
bank  for  some  time  justified  this  confidence.  But  at  the  last  ex- 
amination, it  was  perceived  that  this  essential  item  to  the  solvency 
of  the  institution  was  still  estimated  as  specie,  to  the  amount  of  918- 
289,  whilst  a  large  circulation  was  afloat  which  the  bank  had 
ceased  to  redeem  on  presentation  at  its  counter ;  it  was  not  there- 
fore deemed  prudent  or  safe  any  longer  to  recognize  as  an  availa- 
ble asset  that  which  was  practically  useless.  The  violation,  al- 
so, of  the  provision  of  the  statute  requiring  the  payment  of  the  an- 
nual instalment,  left  no  choice  but  the  course  adopted.  The  bank 
had  furnished  the  necessary  securities  required  by  the  amended 
act,  which  with  its  other  assets,  should  be  sufficient  to  secure  its 
liabilities. 

The  Clinton  Canal  Bank  is  also  under  injunction.  This  bank 
was  also  put  in  operation  by  a  loan  from  the  same  source,  but 
subsequently  passed  into  other  hands,  from  whom  abundant  secu- 
rity was  obtained  for  the  ultimate  redemption  of  its  then  liabilities. 
The  president,  David  Paddock,  Esq.,  obtained  the  control  of  the 
banky  and  furnished  a  mast  valuable  part  of  the  securities.  Every 
assurance  was  received  that  immediate  measures  should  be  taken 
to  lessen  its  circulation ;  this,  to  some  extent,  was  done,  but  un- 
toward circumstances  prevented  the  immediate  fulfilment  of  the 
engagement  Subsequently  the  stock  was  transferred  to  other 
hands,  without  any  information  to  the  commissioner,  who  had  re- 
lied upon  the  character  of  the  president,  Judge  Paddock,  who  had 
given  so  strong  a  guarantee  of  good  faith  by  furnishing  valuable 
securities.  Assurances,  however,  were  given  on  application  to 
the  gentlemen  above  named,  that  the  purchaser,  J.  L.  Conger, 
was  then  absent  to  negotiate  a  loan  for  the  reinstatement  of  the 
institution — that  nothing  had  been  done,  or  would  be  allowed,  in- 
jurious to  the  public  interest — and  that  he  had  ample  security 
from  the  purchaser  to  guarantee  its  safety.  The  loan  however 
was  not  efiected,  and  it  is  to  t>e  apprehended,  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  the  notes  were  abstracted  and  disposed  of  in  a  fraudu- 
lent manner.  No  imputation,  however,  is  cast  upon  the  integrity 
of  Judge  Paddock,  who  does  not  consider  himself  responsible  for 
the  acts  of  the  bank  subsequent  to  the  disposal  of  his  stock.  He 
has  claimed  from  the  Auditor  General  a  release  of  his  securities, 
by  the  substitution  of  those  oflfered  by  Mr.  Conger,  under  the 
promso  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  amended  act  of  December  dO, 
1887.  The  Auditor  General,  however,  under  the  sanction  of  the 
Commissioners,  has  refused  to  surrender  the  securities.  As  no 
entries  were  made  of  the  bills  abstracted,  and  as  the  stockholders, 
upon  the  discovery  of  the  fact,  burnt  all  the  remaining  sheets  found 
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in  the  bank,  the  amount  of  circalatiun  is  doubdiiL  Yet  so  ftinui 
can  be  ascertained  by  the  receiver,  from  bills  in  his  hands  and 
within  his  knowledge,  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  the  securi- 
ties, if  realized,  will  go  far  to  redeem  the  Uabilities  of  the  bank* 
-  The  Bank  of  Shiawassee  and  the  Bank  of  Auburn  have  never 
gone. beyond  their  organization,  and  are  among  the  cases  hereaf- 
ter mentioned  as  requiring  legislative  interference. 

An  injunction  has  been  obtained  against  the  Bank  of  Coldwatert 
it  having  failed  to  efiect  the  negotiation  mentioned  in  document 
marked  C,  herewith  transmitted,  from  which  the  ability  was  an- 
ticipated of  redeeming  its  circulation.  Confidence,  however,  is 
entertained  that  it  will  be  able  to  pay  all  its  liabiiitiesw 

Application  has  likewise  been  made  for  injunctions  against  the 
Bank  of  Allegan  and  the  Berrien  County  Bonk,  and  judicial  pro- 
ceedings are  in  process  of  institution  through  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral. In  the  case  of  the  bank  of  Allegan,  the  application  is  a  re- 
newal of  one  made  by  the  late  commissioner,  Thomas  Fitzgerald> 
Esq.,  for  violations  of  law  and  general  insolvency.  The  condi- 
tion of  the  Berrien  County  Bank  at  its  examination  in  July  last  is 
exhibited  in  the  report  above  mentioned,  marked  C.  It  will  there 
be  seen  that  the  operations  of  the  bank  were  then  suspended ;  that 
certain  requirements  were  then  insisted  upon,  and  that  their  mo* 
neys  and  effects  were  removed  out  of  their  hands,  and  beyond 
their  control,  until  a  faithful  compliance  with  these  requirements 
were  made.  A  failure  has  taken  place  in  the  fuU  performance  of 
these  engagements,  although  much  has  been  accomplished  in  the 
redemption  or  withdrawal  of  its  bills  from  circulation,  and  in  the 
decrease  of  its  other  liabilities.  This  result  proves  the  correct- 
ness of  the  policy  adopted,  of  suspending  the  operations  of  the  in- 
stitution, instead  of  putting  an  abrupt  termination  to  its  action  by 
a  writ  of  injunction.  No  further  desire,  however,  on  the  part  of 
the  bank  seemed  to  exist,  at  all  events  no  effort  was  made,  further 
to  better  its  condition,  and  an  injunction  was  therefore  applied  for, 
as  above  stated. 

The  People's  Bank  of  Grand  River,  located  at  Grand  Rapids, 
which  commenced  operations  in  violation  of  law,  was  in  conse- 
quence suspended  by  the  commissioner,  as  reported  to  the  execu- 
tive in  the  document  last  referred  to.  On  a  subsequent  visit  and 
examination,  the  bank,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  commissioner,  as- 
signed all  its  effects  and  assets  into  the  hands  of  trustees,  satisfac- 
tory to  him,  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors.  This  course  seemed 
to  be  the  only  proper  one  to  adopt  under  the  peculiar  circumstan- 
ces of  the  case.  The  requisite  certificate  of  cnrganization  not  hav« 
ing  been  filed  according  to  law  in  the  Secretary  of  State's  oflke, 
the  association  was,  in  consequence,  not  cognizable  as  a  corporate 
body,  or  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Chancellor.  All  the  indebU 
edoess  to  the  public,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  hundnj 
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dollars,  has  been  ahraady  caacelipd,  and  no  losa  will  be  soatained 
by  the  public. 

The  Farmers'  Bank  of  Homer,  and  the  Bank  of  Battle  Creek 
have  been  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  effect  negotiations  of  loans 
for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  their  circulation,  which  those  hav- 
ing the  control  of  both  these  institutions  are  sincerely  anxious  to 
withdraw  from  the  community.  The  commissioner  believed  it 
a  duty,  in  the  advancement  of  the  public,  interest,  to  second  these 
endeavors,  which,  without  doubt,  are  faithful  and  earnest,  by 
affording  them  the  opportunity  to  raise  competent  means  to  effect 
this  purpose*  This  course  was  pursued  under  a  conviction  that 
the  public  could  sustain  no  injury,  but  be  materially  benefitted  by 
the  measure,  by  receiving  good  and  current  funds  for  the  notes 
of  these  banks,  in  from  one  to  two  months  at  farthest,  instead 
of  waiting  the  result  of  a  protracted  process  in  chancery. 

The  Bank  of  Battle  Creek,  there  is  good  ground  for  assurance, 
will  be  in  possession  of  the  means  to  effect  tliis  desirable  object 
in  the  course  of  two  weeks,  a  favorable  issue  to  the  pending 
negotiation  for  that-  purpose  being  confidently  entertained. 

The  Bank  of  Singapore  has  not  been  visited,  the  roads  heing 
impassable  at  the  time  the  commissioner  was  engaged  in  his  tour 
of  examination.  An  early  investigation  of  its  affairs,  however, 
will  be  instituted,  and  n)ade  the  subject  of  a  special  report. 

The  Bank  of  Manchester  has  been  engaged  solely  in  redeeming 
its  circulation  and  discharging  its  responsibilities.  It  has  redu- 
ced its  circulation  from  more  than  9100,000  to  925,514,  and  its 
resources  are  abundantly  sufficient  to  pay  all  its  responsibilities. 
The  stockholders  will,  however,  in  all  probability  find  it  for  their 
interest  to  close  the  institution. 

Besides  the  banks  in  the  second  circuit  included  in  the  list  here- 
to annexed  in  the  general  abstract,  there  has  been  organized,  un- 
der the  general  banking  law,  the  Commonwealth  Bank,  at  Tecum- 
teh,  the  Citizen's  Bank,  at  Ann  Arbor,  the  Michigan  Centre  Bank, 
at  Michigan  Centre,  neither  of  which  has  issued  bills,  although  all 
have  given  security.  In  these  instances,  as  in  some  others,  the 
interest  of  the  community  requires,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, an  abrogation  of  cliartered  privileges  and  a  provision  of 
law  authorizing  the  proper  authorities,  under  such  salutary  rcstrks- 
tions  as  will  secure  the  public  against  all  possible  injury,  to  dis- 
charge the  securities  given.  In  the  instances  above  mentioned« 
mid  in  some  cases  in  the  third  circuit,  it  is  believed  that  such  a 
course  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  to  those  who  are  interested, 
and  who  find  it  no  object  to  .embark,  or  proceed,  in  banking  ope* 
rations. 

The  Millers'  Bank  of  Washtenaw,  at  Ann  Arbor,  with  a  circu* 
lation  of  about  $400,  and  the  Bank  of  Superior,  at  Superior,  with 
a  circulation  of  only  about  950,  came  to  the  conclusion  some  time 
since  to  close  up  their  concerns.     In  both  instances  their  bills  have 
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uniformly  been  redeemed,  and  still  are  redeemed  on  presentation^ 
In  these  and  other  cases  where  no  possible  loss  could  occur,  the 
Commissioners  could  see  no  good  object  in  instituting  adverse  pro- 
ceedings to  close  up  their  concerns  by  a  long  and  expensive  pro- 
cess in  chancery,  and  no  authority  seems  any  where  in  the  law  to 
be  given  for  an  amicable  surrender  of  chartered  rights  upon  pay- 
ment of  responsibilities. 

The  Commissioners  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  the  legislature  a  careful  examination  of  this  subject.  Perhaps 
the  permission  of  an  assignment  to  operate  as  a  surrrender  of 
chartered  privileges  might  be  given,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Commissioners,and  made  available  to  any  of  the  safety  fund  banks 
now  existing,  with  a  view  to  the  immediate  payment  from  their 
assets  of  all  responsibilities  to  the  pubKc,  and  a  final  division  of 
all  remaining  balances  among  the  stockholders.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary, also,  to  provide  that  upon  the  payment  of  all  or  nearly 
all,  of  the  liabilities  of  the  institutions,  the  Auditor  General,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Commissioners,  should  have  the  authority  to  dis- 
charge the  securities,  or  such  portion  of  them  as  might  be  deemed 
proper  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case ;  or  perhaps  they  might 
be  allowed,  upon  application  to  the  Chancellor,  to  settle  up  their 
own  affairs  under  his  direction. 

But  whatever  plan  should  be  adopted  in  detail  to  accomplish 
the  object  in  view,  a  law  fcr  that  purpose  cannot  be  too  strictly 
guarded  to  secure  the  public  interest.  Dormant  rights  of  organ- 
ized associations,  cannot  consistently  with  the  public  weal,  be  per- 
mitted long  to  exist ;  and  the  immense  amount  of  real  estate  now 
under  incumbrance  for  bank  securities,  is  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance,  as  to  require  of  the  proper  authorities  an  attention  to 
the  subject. 

Should  the  proper  provisions  of  law  for  this  purpose  be  made,  it 
is  believed  that  many  who  are  now  interested  in  banks,  would 
avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  of  closing  the  institutions  under 
their  control,  without  the  opprobrium  of  public  adverse  proceed- 
ings before  a  judicial  tribunal. 

Should  the  legislature,  however  determine  against  the  enact- 
ment of  such  a  law,  the  Commissioners  will  deem  it  their  duty,  in 
all  cases  proper  for  such  action,  to  apply  for  injunctions. 

On  an  examination  into  the  affairs  of  the  Bank  of  Washtenaw, 
the  14th  day  of  December  last,  there  were  in  bank,  of  the  bills  of 
the  safety-fund  banks  of  this  state,  under  injunctions,  the  amount 
of  •14,007.  It  also  appeared  that  the  sum  of  •6,288  75,  in  like 
funds,  was  lately  disposed  of  to  Olney  Hawkins,  in  the  purchase 
of  a  mortgage  certificate  of  sale,  making  the  large  amount  of  920- 
205  77,  in  uncurrent  funds,  now,  or  late  in  the  possession  of  the 
bank,  most  of  which  have  been  received  since  the  I6th  of  July 
last    It  also  appeared  that  large  amounts  of  the  same  depreci* 
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ated  eurreDcy,  had,  in  the  mean  ticne^  been  used  by  the  bank,  in 
payment  of  its  notes,  and  in  the  discharge  of  its  other  liabilities. 
It  appearing  also  before  the  commissioner,  that  one  of  the  officers 
of  that  bank  bad  been  engaged  in  purchasing  such  notes  at  a  de« 
preciated  value,  and  had  made  his  deposites  in  the  Bank  of  Wash- 
tenaw, and  that  he  bad  used  in  the  payment  of  his  own  debts, 
some  of  the  proper  resources  of  the  bank,  a  bill  is  chancery  was 
filed,  charging  improper  conduct  on  the  pan  of  the  officers,  and 
apMebended  insolvency  of  the  institution. 

The  bank  had  moreover  failed,  as  was  alleged,  to  pay  its  notes 
on  demand,  or  within  sixty  days  thereafter.  -  Immediately  before 
the  service  of  the  injunction,  to  wit,  on  the  7th  January  instant, 
the  commissioner  again  visited  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king an  examination  into  its  condition,  but  such  examinatiixi  was 
refused. 

There  are,  also,  other  violations  of  the  law,  and  other  inatances 
of  improper  conduct,  on  the  part  of  the  (^cers.  which  are  fully 
set,  forth  in  the  bill. 

At  the  time  of  the  last  report,  a  negotiation  was  in  progress  by 
this  bank,  to  effect  a  loan,  to  enable  it  to  redeem  its  circulation ; 
and  hopes  were  entertained  that  it  might  be  able  to  accomplish 
so  desirable  an  object.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  were  obtained 
by  the  bank,  about  ten  thousand  of  which  were  used  to  pay  drafts 
and  its  paper  in  another  bank.  The  remaining  ten  thousand 
seems  to  have  afforded  little  or  no  relief  in  paying  its  circulation* 
or  in  restoring  the  credit  of  the  institution.  The  circulation  of 
the  bank  is  now  about  forty-eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  history  of  banking,  and  an  examination  of  the  conflicting 
opinions  which  are  maintained  upon  the  subject  of  currency, would 
require  a  volume,  rather  than  the  limits  of  an  ordinary  report 
fiut  the  internal  energies  aud  resources  of  a  new  country,  in  their 
constant  exercise  and  development,  so  soon  shako  off  the  conse- 
quences, and  obliterate  the  sense  of  disaster  and  distress,  thai 
more  reflection  seems  heretofore  to  have  been  bestowed  upon 
temporary  expedients,  than  upon  that  thorough  investigation  of 
the  subject,  which  would  lead  to  a  permanent  remedy  against  the 
recurrence  of  similar  evils. 

Standing  as  Michigan  does,  upon  the  ruins  of  her  credit  and 
currency,  it  behoves  her  to  carefully  examine  the  causes  which 
have  precipitated  to  almost  entire  destruction  the  edifice  so  lately 
erected,  and  by  the  light  of  other  examples,  and  her  own  experi- 
ence, to  rear  upon  a  safer  and  surer  foundation,  that  which  her 
present  condition  calls  upon  her  to  establish. 

In  aid  of  this  object,  a  brief  retrospect  of  the  operation  and  con- 
sequences of  her  present  system,  may  not  be  deemed  unprofltable. 

On  the  15th  day  of  March,  1837,  the  act  popubrly  entitled  the 
general  banking  law,  was  pa8s^»  upon  the  plausible  principle  of 
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iDtroducing  a  free  competition,  into  what  was  considered  a  profit* 
able  branch  of  business,  heretofore  monopolized  by  a  few  favored 
corporations.  In  little  more  than  one  year,  fovty  nine  banks  w«m 
organized,  witii  a  nominal  capital  of  $3»91 5,000,  and  about  ibrty 
went  into  actual  operation,  under  its  provisions.  Tfa^se  institU" 
tions  professed  to  have  an  actual  and  available  capital  of  •1,746<* 
000,  30  per  centum  of  the  nominal  capital  being  presumed  to  have 
been  paid  in,  according  to  law,  in  gold  and  silver ;  they  were  au- 
thorized to  issue  and  put  into  circulation  bank  bills  to  the  sum  of 
•4,362,500,  being  twice  and  a  lialf  the  araoant  of  capital  paid  in 
and  possessed.  The  feature  of  the  act,  which  authorized  banking 
under  the  suspension  law,  that  is  to  say,  giving  the  sanction  of  law 
to  the  issue  of  promises  to  pay,  not  liable  to  redemption  in  gold 
and  silver  on  demand,  gave  an  irresistible  impulse  to  their  career, 
by  opening  the  door  for  the  debtor  to  liquidate  his  liabilities,  by 
transfcring  to  the  public  at  large  his  indebtedness  to  individuals. 
The  result  is  well  known,  and  it  is  believed,  that  it  is  not  too  stroi^ 
language  to  assert,  that  no  species  of  fraud,  and  evasion  of  law, 
which  the  ingenuity  of  dishonest  corporations  has  ever  devised, 
have  not  been  practised  under  this  act. 

The  loan  of  specie  from  established  corporations,  became  an  or- 
dinary traffic,  and  the  same  money,  set  in  motion  a  number  of  in« 
ttrtutions«  Specie  cortificates,  verified  by  oath,were  every  where 
exhibited,although  these  very  certificates  had  been  cancelled  at  tfie 
moment  of  their  creation,  by  a  draft  for  a  similar  amount;  and  yet 
such  subterfiiges  were  perlinacbusly  insisted  upon,  as  fair  business 
transactions,  sanctioned  by  custom  and  precedent.  Stock  notea 
were  given  for  subscriptions  to  stock,  and  counted  as  specie,  and 
thus  not  a  cent  of  real  capital  actually  existed,  beyond  the  small 
sums  paid  in  by  the  upright  and  unsuspecting  farmer  and  rne« 
chanic,  whose  little  savings  and  honest  name  were  necessary  to 
give  confidence  and  credit.  The  notes  of  institutions  thus  con* 
stituted,  were  spread  abroad  upon  the  community,  in  every 
manner,  and  through  every  possible  channel ;  property,  produce, 
stock,  farming  utensils,  every  thing  which  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try were  tempted,  by  advanced  prices,  to  dispojBc  of,  were 
purchased  and  paid  for  in  paper,  which  was  known  tby  the  utter- 
ers  to  be  absolutely  valueless.  Large  amounts  o(>iifAes  were 
hypothecated  for  small  advances,  or  loans  of  specie,  te  save  ap- 
pearances. Quantities  of  paper  were  drawn  out  by  exchange 
checks,  that  is  to  say,  checked  out  of  the  banks,  by  indivuiuab 
who  had  not  a  cent  in  bank,  with  no  security,  beyond  the  verbal 
understanding  that  notes  of  other  banks  should  be  returned,  at 
some  future  time.  Such  are  a  few,  among  the  numberless  frauds 
which  were  in  hourly  commission.  Thus  a  law  which  was  es- 
tablisiicd  upon  principk^s  well  digested  and  approved,  and  hedg^ 
round  with  so  much  care,  and  guatxied  with  so  many  provisions, 
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that  few,  it  was  supposed,  would  venture  to  bank  under  it,  became^ 
by  the  base  dishonesty  and  gross  cupidity  of  a  few,  who  had  the 
control  of  the  specie  of  the  country,  nothing  less  than  a  machine 
of  fraud.  ^-  ' 

The  singular  spectacle  was  presented,  of  the  officers  of  the 
state  seeking  for  banks  in  situations  the  most  inaccessible  and  re- 
mote from  trade,  and  finding  at  every  step,  an  increase  of  labor, 
by  the  discovery  of  new  and  unknown  organizations.  Before 
they  couid  be  arrested,  the  mischief  was  done ;  large  issues  were 
in  circulation,  and  no  adequate  remedy  for  the  evil.  Gk>ld  and 
silver  flew  about  the  country  with  the  celerity  of  mi^c ;  its  sound 
was  heard  in  the  depths  of  the  forest,  yet  like  the  wind,  one  knew 
not  whence  it  came  or  whither  it  was  going.  Such  were  a  few 
of  the  difficulties  against  which  the  Commissioners  had  to  contend* 
The  vigilance  of  a  regiment  of  them  would  have  been  scarcely 
adequate,  against  theh  ost  of  bank  emissaries,  which  scoured  the 
country  to  anticipate  their  coming,  and  the  indefatigable  spieef 
which  hung  upon  their  path,  to  which  may  be  added  perjuries, 
familiar  as  dicers  oaths,  to  baffle  investigation. 

Painful  and  disgusting  as  the  picture  appears,  it  is  neither  cot** 
ored  nor  overcharged,  and  falls  far  short  of  the  reality. 

The  result  of  the  experiment  of  ivee  banking  in  Micfa^n,  is, 
that  at  a  low  estimate,  near  a  million  of  dollars  of  the  notes  of  in- 
solvent banks  are  due  and  unavailable,  in  the  hands  of  individuals. 

It  has  been  said  with  some  appearance  of  plausibility  that  these 
banks  have  at  least  had  the  good  eflcct  of  liquidating  a  large 
amount  of  debt.  This  may  be  true;  but  whose  debts  have  they  li- 
quidated? Those  of  the  crafty  and  the  speculative— and  by  whom? 
Let  every  poor  man,  from  his  little  clearing  and  log  hut  in  the 
woods,  make  the  emphatic  response  by  holding  up  to  view,  as  the 
rewards  of  his  labor,  a  handful  of  promises  to  pay^  which  for  bis 
purposes,  are  as  valueless  as  a  handful' of  the  dry  leaves  at  bi# 
ieet.  Were  this  the  extent  of  the  evil,  the  indomitable  enei^y 
and  spirit  of  our  population,  who  have  so  manfully  endured  it, 
would  redeem  the  injury.  But  when  it  is  considered  how  much 
injury  is  inflicted  at  home,  by  the  sacrifice  of  many  valuable 
farms,  and  the  stain  upon  the  credit  of  the  state  abroad,  the  re- 
medy is  neither  so  easy  nor  so  obvious.  When  we  reflect,  too 
that  the  laws  are  inefiective  in  punishing  the  successful  swindler, 
and  that  the  moral  tone  of  society  seems  so  far  sunk  as  to  sur^ 
round  and  protect  the  dishonest  and  fraudulent  with  countenance 
and  support,  it  imperatively  demands  that  some  legislative  action 
should  be  had,  to  enable  the  prompt  and  rigorous  enforcement  o( 
the  laws,  and  the  making  severe  examples  of  the  guilty,  no  mat* 
ter  bow  protected  and  countenanced. 

The  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which  have  grown  out<of 
this  state  of  things  is  cxr;iting  an  endeavor  in  many  who  have  be* 
25 
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come  entangled  in  these  institutions,  to  avoid  the  liabilities  thejr 
have  incurredy  and  induces  the  perpetration  of  acts  and  subterfu* 
ges  which,  under  other  circumstances,  they  would  have  loathed 
and  rejected  with  contempt.  So  far  has  this  been  carried,  that 
men  upon  whose  character  and  credit  institutions  had  obtained 
confidence,  have  used  every  device  to  shift  their  responsibility, 
indifierent  into  whose  hands  or  control  the  institution  should  finll, 
provided  they  themselves  were  indemnified — careless  of  the  lights 
and  interests  of  those  who  embarked  in  the  enterprize  or  received 
the  bills  on  ti.etr  faith  and  credit.  So  that  the  singular  exhibition 
has  been  made  of  banks  passing  from  hand  to  hand  like  a  species 
of  merchandize,  each  successive  purchaser  less  conscientious  than 
the  preceding,  and  resorting  to  the  most  desperate  measures  fiar 
reimbursement  on  his  speculation. 

The  chief  difficulty  which  presented  itself  for  the  exercise  of  a 
discretion  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners,  was  the  consideni- 
tkm  how  far  it  was  compatible  with  the  public  interests  that  the 
errors  and  informalities  of  the  original  organization  and  manage-* 
ment  of  a  bank  should  be  overlooked,  provided  it  should  justify  a 
reasonable  lenity  by  promptly  furnishing  the  additional  securities 
required  by  the  amended  act,  correcting  the  existing  abuses,  and 
making  satisfactory  arrangements  for  the  redemption  of  its  circu* 
]atic»  and  the  ultimate  payment  of  all  liabilities. 

It  is  believed  that  the  course  adopted  after  anxious  and  matoirtt 
deliberation,  of  allowing  banks  an  opportunity  to  make  themselves 
sound,  where  a  proper  spirit  was  displayed  to  do  so^  has  saved 
large  sums  to  the  bill  holders  which  would  have  otherwise  been 
lost  by  the  sudden  winding  up  of  such  institutions.  The  difier- 
ence  between  the  circulation  at  the  commencement  of  their  lat>ors 
and  the  present  time,  is  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  prudence  aiMi 
advantage  of  this  policy  adopted  by  the  Commissioners.  Such 
banks  as  have  not  shown  an  ability  to  redeem  their  bills,  or  adis* 
position  to  make  the  proper  effort  so  to  do,  have  been  promptly 
enjoined.  The  Commissioners  deem  it  an  act  of  strict  justice  to 
declare  that  these  institutions  which  have  sustained  themselves 
with  honor  and  credit  amid  so  many  temptations  and  examples  of 
fraud,  have  certainly  given  a  guarantee  of  character  and  ability 
which  should  remove,  from  them  at  least,  all  general  imputations, 
and  entities  them  to  the  applause  and  confidence  of  the  people  of 
Michigan. 

Some  amendment  is  undoubtedly  necessary,  and  is  earnestly 
recommended)  to  enable  a  more  summary  and  speedy  winding  up 
of  the  afiairs  of  those  institutions  now  under  injunction,  and  for 
making  available,  as  early  as  practicable,  their  assets  and  securi- 
ties. Under  the  present  law,  the  order  in  which  the  means  and 
securities  are  to  be  realized  and  exhausted,  will  protract  the  pay- 
ment of  their  liabilities  to  an  indefinite  period*  and  make  th^n  ut* 
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lerljr  useless  to  the  great  body  of  the  bill  holderSf  whose  daily  ne- 
cessities compel  them  to  sell  at  an  enormous  loss.  Tho  banks 
themselves,  through  their  agents*  are  thus  enabled  to  buy  up  their 
circulation  at  an  immense  depreciation,  and  their  debtors  to  pay 
their  liabilities  in  the  notes  of  banks»  purchased  at  a  great  dis* 
count 

The  daily  advertisements  for  the  purchase  of  safety  fund  notes 
in  exchange  for  land  and  goods,  and  the  placards  every  where  to 
be  seen  in  the  windows  of  merchants  and  brokers,  is  a  sufficient 
argument  for  the  necessity  of  the  measure  proposed. 

Many  worthy  men,  with  the  most  upright  intentions*  have  be- 
come involved  in  these  institutions,  and  are  willing  to  make  every 
personal  sacrifice  to  maiotain  their  honor  and  character.  With 
DO  knowledge  whatever  of.  banking  business,  they  have  become 
entangled  either  through  farise  notions  on  the  subject,  arising  from 
Ignorance — or  by  the  dishonesty  cf  their  agents  and  associates. 
There  are  other  institutions,  organized  by  honest  men,  who»  warn* 
ed  by  tlie  examples  around  them,  have  refused  to  proceed,  and  no 
business  has  been  transacted.  Their  property,  however,  is  en- 
cumbered by  the  furnishing  of  the  securities  required  by  law. 
These  cases,  as  before  suggested,  should  be  met  by  some  legisla- 
tive provision,  which  would  aiTord  a  means  by  which  their  secu« 
rities  might  be  released  without  the  expenses  of  an  injunction.  A 
process  which  would  compel  the  surrender  of  the  corporate  pri* 
vileges  of  such  banks  as  have  not  advanced  beyond  organizaticHiy 
should  be  devised,  lest  at  some  future  period,  when  our  present 
calamities  are  forgotten,  they  may  commence  operations  in  less 
acrupuk>os  hands. 

There  is  a  subject,  not  heretofore  adverted  to,  whioh  seems  to 
merit  a  passing  consideration.  Several  of  the  institutions  char* 
tered  by  the  state  are  owned  in  other  states,  and  m  one  instanoe» 
notes  are  issued  stamped  payable  abroad,  and  almost  its  entire 
capital  and  circulation  is  used  without  the  limits  of  this  state. 

That  this  practice  is  not  likely  to  decrease^  may  be  shown  by 
the  fact  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  new  banking  system 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  the  control  of  the  charters  <rf  other 
banks,  without  that  state,  is  sought  for  with  a  view  to  the  benefit 
of  an  increase  of  circulation,  by  the  use  of  foreign  bills  payable 
at  their  counters,  the  circulation  of  their  own  notes  being  limited, 
and  under  the  restriction  of  the  Comptroller.  Thus  it  wUl  appear 
that  corporate  powers  and  privileges  have  been  granted,  not  for 
the  benefit  of  our  own  citizens,  but  for  those  of  otter  states.  Our 
credit  is  in  efiect  loaned  for  operations  elsewhere,  which,  if  un* 
successful,  and  the  institutions  fail,  will  fix  a  stain  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  our  paper  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  credit  of  the  state. 
Whilst  every  encouragement  which  the  most  liberal  policy  can 
suggest,  should  be  held  out  to  induce  the  introduction  of  foreign 
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capita),  it  is  equally  important  that  the  honor  and  credit  of  the 
state  should  not  be  left  liable  to  jeopardy,  with  no  commensurate 
profit  or  advantage. 

Notwithstanding  the  disastrous  efiects  of  the  general  banking 
law,there  are  still  to  be  found  among  intelligent  men  strenuous  sup- 
porters of  the  policy  of  the  system.  This  may  arise  from  the 
natural  indisposition  to  desert  preconceived  opinions*  especially  if 
rooted  in  the  mind  by  a  strenuous  advocacy,  or  from  the  felse  ap- 
plication of  a  just  principle.  The  principfe  upon  which  the  sys- 
tem was  founded  was  the  plausible  one  oi  free  banking,  throwing 
open,  as  was  contended,  to  the  whole  community,  a  competition 
in  a  profitable  branch  of  business,  heretofore  confined  to  the  larger 
capitalist.  J  iet  us  examine  the  application  of  the  principle,  which, 
as  stated,  claims  the  ground  of  the  establishment  of  equal  rights 
in  banking. 

The  advocates  of  the  scheme  will  not  deny  that  capital  is  ne- 
cessary to  legitimate  banking.  If  this  be  admitted,  the  system 
merely  combmes  the  minor  capitalists  with  corporate  powers  and 
exclusive  privileges.  And  in  what  manner  is  this  freedom  ac- 
corded to  minor  capitalists  ?  Their  associated  wealth  is  not  pla- 
ced upon  a  footing  of  equality  with  that  of  previously  existing 
corporations.  To  their  actual  capital  paid  in,  in  gold  and  silver, 
they  must  add  real  estate  securities  to  treble  the  amount  they  are 
liable  to  become  indebted  ;  and  to  these,  a  personal  liability  be- 
yond the  amount  of  their  stock.  And  this  is  denominated  the  es- 
tablishment of  equal  rights  and  free  competition  in  banking.  Is  it 
not  rather  analagous  in  principle  to  a  trade  loaded  with  excessive 
duties,  and  in  effect,  a  stimulant  to  fraud  and  violation  of  law.  If 
this  is  not  plain,  is  it  not  undeniably  evident  that  the  system  inevi- 
tably tends  to  associate  all  the  capital  of  the  country,  with  exclu- 
sive powers  and  privileges,  not  enjoyed  or  exercised  by  those  who 
have  no  possessions  or  capital  beyond  their  industry  and  labor? 
Instead,  therefore,  of  protecting  equal  rights,  is  it  not  giving  com- 
bination and  permanency  to  associated  wealth  ? 
.  In  support  of  this  view,  is  the  reasoning  of  a  distinguished  wri- 
ter on  finance. 

**  A  reform  will  not  be  accomplished  in  banking,  as  some  sup^ 
<'  pose,  by  granting  charters  to  all  who  apply  for  them.  It  would 
"  be  as  rational  to  abolish  political  aristocracy,  by  multiplying 
"  the  number  of  nobles.  The  one  experiment  has  been  tried  in 
**Grermany,  the  other  in  Rhode  Island.  Competition  in  that 
"  which  is  essentially  good,  in  farming,  in  manufactures,  and  in 
"  regular  commerce,  is  productive  of  benefit ;  but  competition  in 
*•  that  which  is  essentially  evil,  may  not  be  desirable.  No  one 
"  has  yet  proposed  to  put  an  end  to  gambling  by  giving  to  every 
•*  man  the  privilege  of  opening  a  gambling  bouse." 
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It  18  not  thought  necessary  here  to  entqr  into  an  enquiry  of  the 
defects  of  the  banking  system  of  the  United  States,*  which  in  aU 
most  every  state  in  the  Union  has,  at  different  times,  thrown  its 
af&irs  into  disorder,  paralyzed  its  industry,  destroyed  for  a  time 
its  enterprize,  and  produced  almost  universal  oppression,  distress, 
and  bankruptcy. 

That  the  state  of  Michigan  will  avoid  the  consequences  of  sim- 
ilar errors,  without  the  early  adoption  of  some  remedial  measure, 
is  scarcely  to  be  expected. 

The  question  is,  how  the  emergency  shall  be  met,  and  the  door 
of  escape  opened,  by  a  timely  and  prudent  forecast. 

As  long  as  the  control  of  the  cash  and  credit  of  the  community, 
is  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  rendered  irresponsible  to  moral  in- 
fluence, by  their  corporate  capacity,  with  the  temptation  and 
power  to  acquire  wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  community,  by  a 
contraction  and  expansion  of  paper  issues,  so  long  fluctuations  in 
the  value  of  this  substitute  for  money  will  exist,  and  the  conse- 
quent variation  in  the  prices  of  property  and  labor,  so  disastrous 
to  the  many,  and  so  beneficial  to  the  few,  will  inevitably  occur. 

The  eflect  of  excess  and  contraction  of  the  circulation  of  bank 
paper,  is  almost  identical  with  that  of  an  adulteration  of  the  cur- 
rent coin. 

The  power  to  vary  the  standard  value  of  coin>  would  not  be 
endured  for  a  nioment^  and  yet  the  granting  to  corporations  the 
exclusive  authority,  and  unrestrained  opportunity  of  creating  pa- 
per money,  in  effect,  sanctions  and  encourages  the  exercise  of  a 
similar  power.  In  vain  has  the  constitution  reserved  the  coinage 
of  money  to  the  general  government,  so  long  as  numerous  corpo- 
rations can  unsettle  the  measure  of  value  by  the  substitution  of 
paper  for  coin.  The  very  object  of  the  constitution  is  violated 
by  this  introduction  of  new  standards  and  measures  of  value,  liable 
to  the  fluctuations  of  accident  and  design. 

It  is  but  proper  to  remark  that  a  difference  of  opinion  exists 
among  the  undersigned  in  the  foi^egoing  view  taken  of  this  sys- 
tem. 

If  it  be  true,  as  maintained  by  an  able  writer  on  currency,  that 
it  is  the  public  credit  that  supports  the  banks,  and  not  the  banks 
which  support  public  credit,  as  the  deposites  are  the  property  of 
the  community  generally,  and  as  the  profits  derived  from  circula- 
tion, come  from  the  community  generally,  they  ought  to  go  to  the 
community  generally,  and  be  used  (if  used  at  all,)  to  lighten  tax- 
ation ;  <*and  if  the  policy  of  permitting  private  companies  to  enjoy 
all  the  advantages  of  supplying  a  country  with  paper  money,**  is 
not  only  of  doubtful  expediency,  but  from  past  and  present  expe- 
rioDoe,  evidently  dangerous  and  liable  to  shameful  and  destructive 
abuses,  the  policy  of  supplying  and  regulating  the  circulating  noe- 
diam»  (a  power  which  is  incident  to  sovereignty*  and  should  never 
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have  been  surrendered)  by  the  estaUishroent  of  a  state  institutMm 
under  the  control  of  the  state  itself»  is  perfectly  evident,  and  to 
this  conclusion  all  the  states  seem  rapidly  approaching. 

With  this  conviction*  the  Commissioners  deem  it  not  inconsist- 
ent with  the  scope  of  their  dutics»  earnestly  to  recomnoend  the  re- 
peal of  the  general  banking  law,  and  to  express  an  union  of  sen- 
timents, in  the  recommendation  by  the  Executive  of  a  state  insti- 
tution, under  the  control  of  the  state  itself,  to  be  subject  at  all 
times  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny,  and  to  the  strictest  guards  against 
the  tendency  of  banks  to  lend  too  much  and  put  too  many  notes 
in  circulation,  the  frightful  source  of  so  many  evils.  The  pro- 
priety is  respectfully  suggested,  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
abolishing,  either  gradually  or  at  once,  ofall  issues  under  the  de» 
nomination  of  at  least  five  dollars.  All  experience  proves  that 
the  wages  of  labor  are  the  first  to  sufier,  and  the  last  to  bene- 
fit by  changes  in  the  value  of  money .  The  laboring  classes,  there- 
fore, who,  from  various  causes,  are  least  able  to  protect  them- 
selves, should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  protected  in  the  character 
of  the  money  they  receive.  The  measure  suggested  would  tend 
to  make  the  wages  of  the  daily  laborer,  payable  in  real  tmrnev, 
and  protect  the  poor  man  from  the  losses  which  so  unequally 
and  heavily  fall  upon  him,  by  the  changes  and  fluctuations  in  the 
value  of  a  paper  currency. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 

A.  FELCH. 

D.  V.  BELL, 

Bank  Commimoners^ 


(A.) 


Report  of  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  first  judicial  circuiU 

July,  1838. 

To  His  Excelltncy,  Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  Michigan : 

The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the 
several  institutions  created  under  the  general  banking  law,  withio 
the  limits  of  the  first  judicial  circuit,  in  a  tabular  statement  here* 
unto  annexed. 

This  opportunity  is  taken  further  to  report,  that  the  Bank  of 
Gibraltar,  and  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Oakland,  having  neglected 
and  refused  to  furnish  the  securities  required  by  the  sixth  and 
thirty-sixth  sections  o^  the  amendatory  act  of  December  aotii, 
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1837,  appIicatioDS  were  made  for  iiijunctioDS  against  the  same. 
The  Cbaoceilor  has  oomplied  with  the  applications^  so  far  as  to 
restrain  these  institutions  from  all  further  proceedings,  except 
«uch  as  may  be  necessary  in  the  redemption  of  their  bills  and  the 
final  settlement  of  their  affairs.  The  discretion  exercised  by  the 
Chancellor,  relieves  the  undersigned  from  any  further  responsit)i- 
lity  touching  these  institutions. 

Injuncticos  have  also  been  obtained  against  the  Eank  of  Ken- 
aington,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac  At 
a  previous  examination  of  the  first  named  institution,  by  A. 
Felcfa,  Esq.,  the  commissioner  was  furnished  with  a  false  state- 
laent,  sworn  to  as  accurate  by  the  former  officers  of  the  institu- 
tion. The  books  appear  to  have  been  kept  with  a  view  to  this 
deception,  by  false  or  imperfect  entries  of  the  transactions  of  the 
bank.  The  unders^;ned  found  it  impracticable  to  obtain  any 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  its  affairs,  but  sufficient 
was  developed  to  exhibit  most  shameful  mismanagement,  if  not 
fraud,  aod  the  entire  insolvency  of  the  bank.  An  injunction  waa 
acoordiQgly  obtained,  and  Kinsley  S.  Bingham,  Esq.  appointed 
receiver. 

The  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac,  presented  a 
more  £ivorable  exhibit  in  point  of  solvency,  but  the  undersigned 
having  satisfactorily  inforn)ed  himself  that  a  large  proportion  o?  the 
specie  exhibited  to  the  commissioners,  at  a  previous  examinatioo, 
as  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  bank,  under  the  oath  of  the  cash- 
ier, had  been  borrowed  for  the  purpose  of  exhibition  and  decei'tton; 
that  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  which  had  been  issued  for 
"  exchange  purposes,"  had  not  been  entered  on  the  books  of  the 
bank,  reckoned  among  its  circulation,  or  explained  to  the  oommis- 
sioners ;  and  likewise,  that  a  considerable  debt  due  to  the  state, 
through  a  loan  made  by  the  rommissioner  of  internal  improve- 
ment, James  B.  Hunt,  Esq.,  was  denied  by  the  bank  to  be  due 
from  it,  but  insisted  upon  as  the  debt  of  the  eashier,  together  with 
other  circumstances  calculated  to  impair  all  confidence  in  its 
statements,  it  w^is  considered  by  the  vindersigned  due  to  the  pub- 
lic interest  to  close  the  door  againit  further  ^^iolations  of  law. 
An  application  for  an  injunction  was  made,  which  was  granted, 
and  William  Draper,  Esq.  appointed  receiver. 

An  injunction  was  granted,  some  time  since,  against  the  Wayne 
county  bank.  This  bank  had  gone  into  operation  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  law  ;  the  per  centa^e  on  the  capital  stock,  as  required  by 
the  statute,  having  never  been  paid  in  according  to  law.  The 
institution  having  made  considerable  issues,  which  it  could  not 
redeem,  was  entirely  insolvent.  The  service  of  this  injunction 
was  withheld  by  the  Attorney  General  in  the  exercise  of  his  dis- 
cretion ;  it  has  since  been  served,  and  A.  H.  Buel,  Esq.  appointed 
receiver. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

The  undersigned  has  to  express  his  regret  at  being  compelled 
to  report  that  the  additional  securities  required  by  the  act  of 
December  30,  1837,  have  not  all  been  perfected.  Every  exer- 
tion has  been  made  by  the  commissioner  to  effect  a  compliance 
with  this  important  provision  of  the  law.  Considerable  embar- 
rassment and  difficulty  have  undoubtedly  been  incident  to  the 
performance  of  this  requirement,  but  when  it  is  reflected  that 
more  than  six  months  beyond  the  period  allowed  by  law  has 
elapsed,  the  nedect  is  inexcusable.  Nevertheless,  the  spirit  of 
the  law  having  been  complied  with,  in  the  majority  of  instancesy 
the  principal  defect  in  the  securities,  arising  from  a  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  banks  and  the  commissioner,  upon  the  mode 
and  evidence  of  the  appraisement  required  by  law,  and  every 
disposition  being  displayed  of  complying  with  the  wishes  of  the 
commissioner,  no  detriment  is  likely  to  result  to  the  public. 

The  only  bank  in  operation  whose  securities  have  not  yet  been 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Auditor  General,  are  those  of  the 
jbetroit  city  bank.  The  commissioner  has,  however,  been  repeat- 
edly assured  by  the  cashier  of  that  institution  that  they  are  in 
process  of  speedy  completion. 

It  is  due  to  the  institutions  in  operation,  within  the  limits  above 
mentioned,  to  state  that  they  have  made  very  commendable  exer- 
tions to  withdraw  all  excess  of  issues  from  circulation,  and  to 
reduce  their  liabilities  to  the  utmost  of  their  ability.  The  pay- 
ment of  specie,  without  an  exception,  it  is  believed,  was  resumed 
at  the  date  required  by  law,  and  is  in  most  instances,  continuedy 
notwithstanding  the  destructive  drain  upon  their  vaults,  growing 
out  of  the  embarrassments  of  the  times  and  the  imperfect  confi- 
dence in  bank  bills. 

It  is  hoped,  however,  that  a  prudent  course  on  the  part  of 
tliese  institutions  will  restore  the  public  faith  and  justify  the 
expectations  of  the  friends  of  the  system. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

KINTZING  PRITCHETTE, 

Bank  Commissioner^ 

(B.) 

Report  of  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  several  banks  tmthin 
the  limits  of  Hie  second  judicial  citcuit  of  Mic/iigan^  Septem* 
ber,  1838. 

To  His  Excellency f  Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  Michigan  : 

The  undersigned  having  again,  agreeably  to  the  requisitions  of 
law,  completed  his  examination  of  all  the  banks  more  immedi- 
ately under  his  supervision,  lakes  occasion  to  report  to  your  excel- 
lency the  result  of  the  same. 
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Iq  a  tabubr  statemeat  hereto  appended,  wiU  be  found  an 
exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  several  banks  now  in  opeiation  ut 
the  second  judicial  ciicuit  of  this  state.  The  date  of  the  last 
examinationt  when  the  statements  were  made  by  the  officers  of 
the  several  institutions  respectively,  is  therein  given.  From  re< 
peated  investigations,  and  from  the  answers  given  by  such  oflkers, 
at  d^Bfefent  times^  to  interrogatories  propounded  to  them  by  the 
commissiooers,  it  is  believed  that  reliance  may  be  placed  in  the 
ii^ormation  contained  in  the  exhibit 

The  Merchants^  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  the  city  of  Monroe ; 
the  Millers'  bank  of  Washtenaw ;  the  Huron  River  bank :  the 
Detroit  and  liu  Joseph  railroad  bank,  and  the  Merchants'  bank 
of  Jackson  county,  have  respectively  complied  with  the  provisioii 
of  law  requiring  them  to  execute  and  file  bonds  and  mortgages 
on  unincumbered  real  estate  for  the  final  security  of  all  the  ere- 
ditors  of  the  institution.  The  Bank  of  Manchester  and  the  Bank 
of  Superior,  have  not  yet  completed  their  securities^  althoiJ^h  pro- 
perty has  been  appraised  by  the  regular  officers  to  an  amount 
sufficient  for  the  purpose,  and  papers  have  been  executed  and 
recorded  to  an  amount  amply  sufficient  to  cover  all  present  respon- 
sibilities. The  labor  of  examining  and  perfecting  title  deeds  has 
necessarily  caused  much  delay.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  in 
a  few  davs  the  institutions  last  named  will  have  their  tecurities 
filed  in  the  Auditor's  office,  in  strict  and  literal  compliafice  with 
the  provisions  of  the  statute. 

Such,  during  the  last  few  months,  has  been  tlie  condition  of 
our  exchanges,  and  such  the  want  of  confidence  in  the  moneyed 
institutions  of  the  west,  that  the  notes  of  our  banks  have  bt&n 
constantly  flowing  in  foi*  redemption.  Unable,  under  existing 
Gircumstances,  to  extend  their  business,  or  to  afford  facilities  to 
business  men,  they  have  been  compelled  to  use  every  exertion  to 
preserve  their  credit,  by  meeting  promptly  every  demand  of  the 
hilUioIder  and  creditor.  It  affords  pleasure  to  the  undersigned,  to 
be  able  to  state  that  the  banks  of  the  second  circuit  of  this  stale, 
(a  list  of  which  is  given  in  the  statement  above  referred  to)  meet 
promptly  their  paper  when  presented  at  their  counters,  in  specie 
or  some  satisfactory  equivalent.  The  Bank  of  Washtenaw  is  an 
exception  to  this  remark.  The  undersigned  has,  however,  veasoii 
to  believe  that  a  loan  has  been  effected  by  that  institution  which 
will  enable  thenif  within  a  few  days,  to  redeem  their  paper  agree- 
ably to  the  provisions  of  their  charter. 

The  Bank  of  Manchester,  for  some  time  past,  has  been  engaged 
solely  in  redeeming  its  circulation.  By  the  statement  made  by 
the  former  cashier,  A.  6.  Irwin,  previous  to  the  last  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  banki  it  appeared  that  the  circulation  waa 
•34,000.  It  was,  however,  afterwards  ascertained  that  there 
were  in  the  hands  of  certain  individuals,  without  security,  bills  of 
26 
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the  b&nk  to  the  amoubt  of  873,384,  making  a  total  amotmt  of  bilb 
oat,  $107,334. 

Security  was  promptly  obtained  for  the  amount  thus  improperly 
advanced  by  the  cashier,  and  that  officer  removed  from  the  bank. 
Much  credit  is  due  to  the  Messrs.  Fargo,  of  Manchester,  for  their 
exertions  and  promptness  in  seconding  the  endeavors  of  the  pub- 
lic officers  in  securing  the  interest  of  community,  who  held  the 
bitts  of  the  bank.  The  circulation  is  now  reduced  to  845,334. 
Under  the  management  of  its  present  officers,  the  institution  ifl 
believed  to  be,  in  every  respect,  entitled  to  public  confidence. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  an  amendment  to  the 

general  banking  law,  passed  December  30th,   1837,  the  under* 

signed  has  endoi^ed,  officially,  bills  of  the  follovring  banks,  to 

wit: 

Merchants'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  the  city  of  Monroe,      $700 

Millers'  bank  of  Washtenaw,  4,000 

Huron  River  bank,  700 

Detroit  and  St  Joseph  railroad  bank,  2,020 

Merchants'  bank  of  Jackson  county,  4,241 

A  small  portion  only  of  the  bills  thus  endorsed  have  been  put 

in  circulation. 

The  is^e  of  endorsed  bills,  contemplated  by  the  banks  above 
mentioned,  was  intended  to  supply,  to  a  small  extent,  the  circu- 
lating medium  for  transacting  the  flouring  business  of  the  state 
during  the  present  autumn.  The  banks  would  receive  therefor 
eastern  drafts  and  acceptances,  which  the  miller  and  the  mer- 
chant were  enabled,  upon  the  shipment  of  their  flour,  to  give, 
and  thus  be  able  to  sustain  their  circulation  by  obviating,  to  a 
certain  extent,  the  difficulty  arising  from  a  constant  demand  for 
specie.  During  the  severe  pressure  of  the  times  for  the  last  few 
months,  the  banks  of  the  interior  have  suffered  little  from  demand 
for  gold  and  silver,  when  eastern  funds  were  at  their  command. 

While  large  amounts  have  been  due  from  our  citizens  to  the 
merchants  of  the  eastern  cities,  our  resources  and  our  industry 
have  hitherto  afforded  limited  means  for  the  discharge  of  the 
responsibilities.  The  abundant  crop  which  has  the  present  sea- 
son crowned  the  labors  of  the  husbandman,  has  opened  upon  qb 
a  more  cheering  prospect  in  this  regard.  Extensive  arrange- 
ments are  made  in  almost  every  part  of  (he  state  for  the  expor- 
tation of  the  surplus  produce.  It  will  be  found  sufficient  to  afford 
much  immediate  relief  in  pecuniary  matters,  and  is  an  earnest  of 
the  time,  we  hope  not  far  distant,  when  the  debts  due  to  the  east 
will  be  discharged,  and  the  exports  of  our  state  will  exceed  our 
imports ;  when  increased  activity  will  be  given  to  the  industry 
and  productive  labor  of  our  citizens,  and  our  banking  institutions 
founded  on  a  permanent  basis,  and  affording  a  sa^  circulating 
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medium  for  business  purposes,  will  enjoy  the  confideuce  of  com- 
munity and  fadilitate  their  business  operations. 

Annexed  is  a  table  marked  (C,)  which  exhibits  the  amount  of 
circulation  of  the  several  banks  in  said  circuit,  as  reported  by  the 
Commissioners  on  the  6th  day  of  April  last,  and  the  amount  on 
the  day  of  the  last  examination.  It  shows  a  diminution  of  the 
circulation  in  the  twelve  banks  now  in  operation  in  that  circuit 
of  •191,437.  The  table  also  exhibits  the  amount  of  specie  in 
the  several  banks  at  the  times  above  mentioned.  The  amount  of 
bills  in  circulation,  is  still  constantly  decreasing. 

In  a  report  made  to  the  house  of  representatives  of  this  state, 
on  tlie  6th  day  of  April  last,  it  was  stated  that  upon  the  applica- 
tion of  the  bank  commissioners,  injunctions  had  been  issued 
against  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Sandstone,  and  the  Jackson  county 
bank,  both  located  within  the  second  circuit.  Since  that  time, 
Amasa  Gibson,  Esq.,  of  Jackson,  has  been  duly  appointed 
receiver,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  settling  the  concerns  of  those 
institutions  under  the  direction  of  the  Chancellor. 

The  undersigned  has  found  it  his  painful  duty,  since  the  report 
last  nnentioned,  after  repeated  visits  and  examinations,  to  apply 
to  the  Chancellor  for  injunctions  against  the  following  banks,  in 
said  circuit,  viz : 

The  Lenawee  county  bank, 

The  Bank  of  Brest, 

The  Bank  of  Clinton, 

The  Bank  of  Saline,  and 

The  Farmers'  bank  of  Sharon. 

LENAWEE  COUNTY  BANK. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  this  bank,  on  or  about 
the  30th  day  of  December  last,  the  sum  of  $30,000,  which  was 
paid  in  on  the  capital  stock,  was  refunded,  and  the  promissory 
note  of  one  of  the  stockholders,  residing  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
with  endorsers,  was  taken  for  the  amount ;  bills  of  the  bank  were 
at  the  same  time  put  into  circulation. 

At  an  examination  made  on  the  I6th  day  of  April  last,  the 
statement  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  and  the  entries  upon  the 
books,  exhibited  a  circulation  of  $18,210 ;  but  upon  strict  enquiry 
and  investigation,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  sum  of  $6,200  or 
thereabout,  was  in  the  hands  of  two  individuals  for  exchange 
purposes,  which  was  not  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank, 
among  the  issues,  and  for  which  no  4iarge  of  indebtedness  was 
made  to  any  individual,  nor  security  taken.  The  cashier  ex- 
pressly denied  that  any  other  amount  bad  thus  been  advanced  to 
individuals. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session,  this  bank  was 
permitted  to  reduce  its  capita]  stock  from  one  hundred  thousand 
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to  fifty  thousand  doilan.  After  the  passage  of  thb  act,  aod 
without  a  vote  of  the  directors,  or  other  formal  proceeding,  so 
hr  as  could  be  ascertained  on  examination,  his  promissory  notes, 
to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  were  given  up  to 
Edward  Bissell,  a  debtor  of  the  bank,  and  one  of  \Se  stockhold- 
ers. This  was  intended,  as  it  was  explained  by  the  cashier,  to 
be  a  withdrawal  of  that  amount  from  the  thirty  per  cent  paid  in 
on  the  originat  capital  stock,  making  a  deduction  corresponding 
with  theireduced  ca[ntal.  No  entries  corresponding  with  this 
change  and  withdrawal  were»  however,  made  on  the  books  of  the 
bank«  The  whole  amount  of  specie  in  bank  on  the  day  of  the 
last  examination,  was  802  75. 

At  another  examination  by  the  undersigned,  on  tlie  day  of  the 
service  of  the  injunction,  to  wit,  on  the  21st  of  June  last,  it  ap* 
peared  that  there  had  been  for  some  time  in  the  hands  of  Edward 
Bissell,  of  Tdedo,  for  exchange  purposes,  bills  of  the  bank  to  the 
amount  of  818,000,  and  in  uie  hands  of  Charles  H.  McClure, 
bills  amounting  to  86,500.  No  minutes  of  these  transactions 
appeared  upon  the  books,  nor  among  the  papers  of  the. bank,  at 
any  previous  examination.  It  appeared  that  receipts  had  been 
taken  for  the  amounts,  by  the  casnier,  Frederick  E.  Whiting,  but 
the  whole  transaction  had  been  concealed  from  the  knowlei^  of 
the  Commissioner.  It  is  due  to  the  president  to  say  that  he  de- 
nied all  knowledge  of  the  transaction.  Promissory  notes  have 
been  obtained  for  the  two  last  mentioned  sums.  Specie  in  bank 
was  only  834  20. 

From  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  books  and  papers  of 
the  bank  had  been  kept,  and  the  fact  that  little  confidence  could 
be  placed  in  the  entries  there  made,  it  was  found  difficult  to  ascer- 
tain the  actual  amount  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  institu- 
tiob.  The  bodis  exhibited,  at  the  time  last  mentioned,  the 
circulation  of  the  bank  at  822,642.  The  amount  actually  in  cir- 
culation, however,  must  have  been  about  842,363.  Discounted 
l^per  in  bank  amounts  to  about  the  same  sum  as  the  circulation. 
There  had  also  been  violations  of  tlie  provisions  of  law  in  other 
particulars,  not  above  mentioned. 

Securities  by  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate,  were  ffiven 
to  an  amount  to  ensure,  it  is  confidendy  believed,  the  final  dis- 
charge of  all  liabilities.  is  appointed  receiver. 

BANK  OF  BREST. 

This  bank  was  examined  by  the  undersigned,  on  the  second 
day  of  August  last,  when  the  following  statement  of  the  resources 
and  liabilities  was  given  under  oath,  by  one  of  its  oflicers. 
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Resources. 


Discounted  bills, 

Loans  on  bead,  &c. 

Bank  stockt 

Due  from  other  banks, 

Eattem  exchange, 

Not^  of  other  banks, 

Gash  items  and  overdrafts. 

Banking-house, 

Personal  property, 

Expense^ 

State  tax  and  safety  fund, 

Bills  in  transitu, 

Specie, 


LiiAUiiks- 

Capital  stock, 
Circulation, 
Due  banks,  &c., 
Deposites, 
Payable  on  time, 
Profit  and  Loss, 

8138,023  78 
For  the  specie  specified  in  said  statement,  there  "was 

exhibited  an  individuaFs  receipt  for  f2,000  00 

An  accepted  check  on  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 

bank,  1,140  00 

Gold  and  silver,  0,754  92 


•70,537  68 

16,000  00 

10,000  00 

5,782  76 

8,150  00 

5,816  00 

3,193  74 

1,711  63 

402  26 

2,680  79 

150  00 

516  00 

12,900  92 

•  138,023  78 

•50,000  00 

39,425  00 

23,384  00 

11,253  56 

8,862  00 

5,099  22 

•12,900  92 
Of  this  amount,  it  was  stated  by  the  cashier,  that  the  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  in  silver  had  been  in  the  bank  about  six 
weeks,  and  that  the  sum  of  $7,497  in  gold,  was  received  the  day 
before  said  examination.  It  was  paid  in  by  Lewis  Godard,  and 
was  passed  to  his  credit  on  a  small  book  containing  an  entry  to 
said  Godard's  name  of  an  "exchange  account." 

On  the  eleventh  day  of  August  last,  another  exammation  was 
made  by  the  undersigned,  at  the  banking-house  of  said  institution. 
The  specie  of  the  barik  was  found  reduced  to  the  sum  of 
•138  89.  The  accepted  check  above  mentioned  had  also  been 
disposed  of. 

it  appeared  by  a  reference  to  the  records  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  board  of  directors,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  board  held  on 
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the  fourth  day  of  August,  a  resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  a 
loan  to  Lewis  Godard  of  $7,500,  and  on  the  same  day  his  note 
at  ninety  days,  with  endorsers,  was  accordingly  discounted,  and 
the  amount  given  in  bills  of  said  bank.  Immediately  after  the 
discount  was  made  the  bills  thus  paid  out  were  presented  by 
another  individual  at  the  counter  of  the  bank  and  redeemed  in 
specie.  It  was  admitted  by  the  president  that,'  at  the  time  of 
making  the  discount,  he  did  understand  that  said  bills  were  to  be 
presented  for  the  specie. 

The  amount  of  specie  disposed  of  between  the  examination  on 
the  second  and  that  on  the  eleventh  August,  including  the  accept- 
ed check,  was  as  follows  : 

In  the  redemption  of  bills,  as  aforesaid,  97,500  00 

Taken  to  Detroit  by  cashier,  1,000  00 

To  Lewis  Godard,  on  certificate  of  specie  deposite,    2,000  00 

Total,  810,500  00 

which,  with  some  small  amounts  paid  in  redeeming  bills,  reduced 
the  amount  of  specie  to  said  sum  of  8138  89. 

By  reference  to  the  above  statement  there  will  be  seen  an  item 
of  816,000  for  a  "loan  on  bond  and  mortgage."  At  the  examin- 
ation, on  the  second  day  of  August,  it  appeared  that  a  loan  of 
that  amount  had  been  made  to  the  trustees  of  the  town  of  Brest, 
to  secure  which,  the  bank  received  an  assignment  of  two  bonds 
executed  by  Lewis  Godard,  for  the  sum  of  $35,400,  payable  in 
one,  two,  and  three  years,  and  also  of  mortgages  of  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  village  lots  in  Brest,  accompanying  said  bonds.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  directors  above  mentioned,  the  following  reso- 
lution, in  reference  to  one  of  said  mortgages,  was  adopted,  viz: 

Resolvedt  That  a  mortgage  bearing  dale  15th  June,  1838,  as- 
signed by  the  Brest  company  to  the  Bank  of  Brest,  on  the  26th 
day  of  June,  1838,  the  amount  of  which  is  819,200,  the  same  to 
be  assigned  to  the  Brest  company  by  the  Bank  of  Brest,  as  they 
have  received  nothing  from  the  bank  for  the  same. 

The  re-assifirnment  was  gratuitously  executed  by  the  bank,  in 
accordance  with  said  resolution. 

The  circulation  of  the  bank,  as  appears  by  the  above  state- 
ment, was,  on  the  second  day  of  August,  839,425.  It  appeared, 
however,  by  examination  of  an  entry  on  a  small  book,  that  there 
had  been  advanced  to  Lewis  Godard,  on  "exchange  account,"  at 
three  several  times,  bills  of  said  bank  to  the  amount  of 

827,313  00 
There  was  credited  to  him,  the  specie  above  men- 
tioned. 7,407  00 


Leaving  balance  in  his  hands,  819,816  00 

There  had  also  been  issued  by  the  bank  and  sent  to  Lyman  A. 
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Spaldiiig*  of  Lockportf  in  the  state  of  New  York,  bills  to  the 
amount  of  •25,000.  An  arrangement  was  entered  into  with  Mr« 
SpakJing,  to  accept  drafts  of  the  bank  to  that  amount,  and  the 
tnlls  above  mentioned  were  placed  in  his  bands,  it  was  stated  by 
the  cashier,  as  collateral  security  to  him.  It  was,  moreover,  de*- 
clared  that  they  were  not  to  be  put  into  circulation  by  him.  It 
further  appeared  that  the  bank  bad  drawn  on  said  Spafdingto  an 
amount  nearly  equal  to  the  sum  in  his  bands.  Some  of  the  drafts 
upon  him  have  been  paid,  and  others  protested.  These  bills  ol' 
the  bank  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Spalding,  and  also  those  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Godard,  were  not  included  in  the  statement  of  the 
drculation. 

The  whole  amount  of  bills  of  the  bank,  out  on  the  eleventh 
August,  was,  therefore,  as  follows : 

Circulation  as  per  statement,  939,425  00 

In  possession  of  L.  A.  Spalding,  25,000  00 

Advances  for  exchange  to  L.  Godardt  19,816  00 

•84,241  00 

At  a  meetine  of  the  directors  held  as  aforesaid,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

nesoivedf  That  the  president  and  cashier  be  authorized  to  issue 
post  notes  of  the  bank,  payable  twelve  months  after  date,  at  the 
rhcenix  bank,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  bearing  interest  at  seven 
per  cent  per  annum,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  to  pay 
drafts  which  had  been  drawn  by  the  bank. 

In  accordance  with  said  resolution,  post  notes  were  issued  on 
the  same  day.  They  were  sent  to  Lockport,  as  the  president 
declared,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  exchanged  for  the  notes 
of  the  bank  in  his  hands,  as  before  stated.  They  were  to  receive 
the  endorsement  of  certain  individuals  as  a  guaranty  for  their 
final  payment.  The  issuing  of  post  notes  by  banks  subject  to 
the  provisions  of  "an  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  cer- 
tain moneyed  corporations,  and  for  other  purposes,"  is  in  direct 
violation  o(  said  act. 

The  facts  above  stated,  exhibiting  important  changes  in  the 
condition  of  the  bank  within  a  very  short  period ;  the  doubtful 
character  of  a  portion  of  its  assets,  under  the  denomination  of 
"notes  of  other  banks ;"  the  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  amendatory  act  requiring  certain  securities  to  be  filed ; 
and  the  character  of  some  of  the  transactions  of  its  oflicers,  were 
such  as  to  render  an  application  to  the  Chancellor  for  an  injunc- 
tion against  the  institution,  imperative. 

After  such  an  application  had  been  made,  and  before  the  ser- 
vice of  process,  the  bank,  by  a  vote  of  the  board  of  directors, 
assigned  all  its  pioperty  and  effects  to  Alexander  D«  Eraser, 
Esq.  of  Detroit,  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  of  the  institution. 
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At  a  hearing  lubsequenUy  had  before  the  Chaooellori  on  motioii 
to  appoint  a  receiver,  the  validity  of  said  assignmeot  underwent 
discussion,  and  it  was  in  the  opinion  o(  the  Cbancellorv  that  it 
was  not  competent  for  a  board  of  directors  for  the  purpose  of 
closing  the  affiih^  of  a  bank,  thus  to  assign,  and  that  such  an  as- 
signment, with  the  object  above  mentiooedt  must  be  considered 
against  the  general  policy  of  the  laws  of  this  state,  and  conse- 
quently invalid.  The  motion  to  appoint  a  receiver  was  granted. 
The  appointment  has  not  yet  been  made. 

Although  the  bank  has  iailed  to  comply  fully  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  relative  to  securitiesy  yet  bonds  and  mortr 
gages  to  a  large  amount,  on  unincumbered  real  estate,  have  been 
executed  and  filed;  and  the  undersigned  has  no  hesitation  in 
saying,  that  the  billholders  and  other  creditors  of  the  bank,  wiJl 
be  paid  the  full  amount  of  their  claims. 

BANK  OP  CLINTON. 

This  bank  was  organized  under  a  charter  granted  by  the  l^is- 
lature^  in  March,  1836. 

An  examination  of  the  alSairs  of  this  institution  was  made  by 
the  undersigned,  on  the  30th  day  of  July  last>  when  the  following 
statement  of  its  a£hirs  and  condition  was  given  by  the  cashier : 


Reswrces. 


ISlls  discounted. 
Loans,  stock  security, 
Other  loans. 
Expense, 

Due  from  other  banks* 
Due  from  corporations. 
Funds  in  Detroit, 
Funds  in  Bufialo, 
Funds  in  New  York, 
Funds  in  Ohio, 
Specie  on  hand. 
Available  bank  notes. 


•54,045  01 

16,000  00 

4,000  00 

3,744  58 

8,954  08 

11,154  48 

7,760  00 

8,7^6  78 

12,197  28 

13,037  23 

11,029  36 

11,654  00 


•157,353  65 

Liabilities. 

Capital  stock, 

•50,000  09 

Circulation^ 

73,200  00 

Notes  in  transitu. 

12,000  00 

Discount  and  exchange, 

6,438  40 

Due  other  banks. 

4,139  50 

Certificates, 

4^3  89 

Depositesr 

7,531  86 

•157,353  65 
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Another  examiaatioii  was  made  on  the  17th  day  of  August 
last  It  then  appeared  that  the  day  succeeding  the  prior  examin- 
ation, to  wit :  on  the  3l8t  day  of  July,  the  sum  of  $7,500  in 
goldi  a  part  of  the  specie  of  said  bank  exhibited  to  the  comnns*' 
doners,  had  been  withdrawn  a:  o  delivered  to  Charles  H.  M c- 
Clure,  late  cashier  of  said  bank,  and  a  receipt,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copy,  was  left  in  the  bank : 

*'  Received  of  Bank  of  Clinton,  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  in  gold,  which  I  agree  to  see  returned  in  same  eoin^  or  m 
silver^  without  unnecessary  delay. 

C.  H.  McCLUREi 

Climah  Jvhf  31,  1888;' 

The  specie  was  taken  by  said  McClure  to  Detroit,  on  the  day 
last  mentionedt  and  delivered  to  Lewis  Grodard,  who  gave  his  re* 
ceipt  for  the  same.  The  whole  amount  of  specie  remaining  in 
bank  at  the  time  of  said  last  examination,  was  about  tSydOO. 

A  loan  had  been  made  by  the  bank,  as  appeared  on  such  ex- 
amination, of  816,000  to  Jira  Payne  and  Charles  H.  McGlurB» 
directors  of  the  bank,  for  which  two  certificates  of  stook  in  the 
<'  Miners'  bank"  of  Dubuque,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  shares 
each,  were  hypothecated.  No  entry  of  said  loan  could  be  found 
on  the  books  of  the  bank,  and  no  evidence  of  debt  was  given 
other  than  the  pledge  of  the  certificates  aforesaid.  At  the  same 
time  a  loan  had  been  made  to  said  McClure  of  84,000,  on  his 
draft  on  ''S.  O.  Martin,  Esq.  cashier,  Dubuque,"  with  endorsers. 
The  ^'oflSice  notes  in  transitu,"  mentioned  in  the  above  statement! 
($12,000)  were  said  to  be  a  part  of  the  bills  received  on  the  two 
last  mentioned  loans,  to  be  deposited  in  the  Bank  of  Wisconsin. 
No  entry  was  made  on  the  books  of  the  issue  of  the  930,000, 
the  amount  of  said  loans,  in  the  bills  of  the  bank. 

It  appeared,  moreover,  that  the  bank  had  violated  the  law  ia 
the  amount  of  its  circulation,  in  the  amount  loaned  or  discount- 
ed to  directors,  and  in  neglect  to  pay  its  notes  when  preseirted  at 
its  counter.  The  circulation  of  the  bank,  as  exhibited  by  its 
books,  was  also  much  less  than  that  exhibited  by  the  statement4 
A  portion  of  the  resources  of  the  bank  were  found  to  be  of  so 
doubtful  a  character  as  to  warrant  the  fear  that  they  would  be 
unavailable  in  the  discharge  of  its  liabilities. 

An  injunction  was  allowed  on  the  30th  August.  A  motion  for 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  is  still  pending  before  the  ChanceK* 

BANK  OF  SALINE. 

This  bank  was  visited  by  the  undersigned,  and  an  examination 
of  its  condition  made  on  the  14th  dav  of  July  last,  and  on  the 
l7th  day  of  August  last,  the  place  of  its  location  was  again  visH 
27 
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ted  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  affairf  of  the  institution, 
when  the  banking*house  was  found  closed.  The  books,  papers, 
property,  and  effects  had  that  day  been  removed  to  Detroit.  On 
the  31st  day.  of  August  last,  the  undersigned  examined,  under 
oath,  the  president  and  one  of  the  directors,  relative  to  the  af&irs 
and  condition  of  the  same,  and  the  transactions  of  its  officers. 

On  the  16th  day  of  August  last,  the  board  of  directors  adopted 
a  resolution  to  assign  all  the  property  and  effects  of  said  bank  to 
Alexander  D.  Eraser,  Esq.  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  for  the  benefit 
of  creditors.  The  assignment  was  made  on  the  same  day,  and 
the  property  and  effects  delivered  to  him  on  the  day  succeeding. 

This  course  appears  to  have  been  taken  by  the  directors  at  the 
suggestion  of  Abel  Godard,  one  of  their  number,  and  was  done 
in  anticipation  of  proceedings  being  instituted  against  them  by  a 
public  officer,  and  with  the  design  of  closing  up  the  affairs  of  the 
association. 

In  the  aforesaid  examination  of  the  president  and  one  of  the 
directors,  it  was  stated  that,  on  or  about  the  fourth  day  of  Augost 
last,  post  notes  to  the  amount  of  #30,000,  or  thereabout,  were  is- 
sued by  said  bank,  payable  at  the  Phoenix  bank,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  in  one  year  from  date,  with  interest,  and  were  gfiFeo 
to  Lewis  Godard  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  them  to  Lyman 
A.  Spalding.  They  were  to  be  used  for  the  negotiation  of  a  loan. 
They  were  not  endorsed  by  a  bank  commissioner. 

It  further  appeared  that,  about  four  months  previous  to  the  ex- 
amination, the  sum  of  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  bilk 
of  said  bank,  were  sent  to  said  Spalding,  in  sealed  packages, 
whidi,  it  was  said,  were  to  lemain  unopened,  as  collateral  seco* 
rKy  for  certain  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  said  Spaldmg. 

At  the  time  of  said  assignment,  there  were  in  the  bands  of 
Lewis  Gkxiard  for  exchange  purposes,  •  17,000  in  bills  of  the  bank, 
Mrhich  were  delivered  to  him  agreeably  to  a  vote  of  the  direotoni 
in  Deeember  last. 

In  the  previous  examinatkxn  by  the  undersigned,  nothing  in  the 
papers,  books,  or  securities  of  the  bank,  were  exhibited,  indicating 
the  two  last  mentioned  instances  of  the  disposition  of  its  bills ; 
smd  from  strict  exanunatioa  of  the  immediate  officers  of  the  bank, 
under  oath,  nothing  was  disobsed  of  these  transactions. 

At  the  examination  on  the  14tli  day  of  July  last,  the  specie  of 
the  bank  amounted  to  ftSyOAO  06.  There  was  delivered  over  to 
Mr.  Fraser,  under  the  assignment,  only  sixty  dollars  in  speciei. 
On  the  day  of  the  assignment,  by  vole  of  the  directors,  there 
was  paid  to  one  of  their  number  in  redemption  of  the  bills  of  the 
bank,  6U0  in  specie,  and  to  another,  $800  on  account  of  depo- 
sitcs. 

The  securities  of  the  bank,  though  not  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  law,  are  sufficient  to  meet  all  responsibilities. 
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FARMERS'  BANK  OF  SHARON. 

The  officers  of  this  institution  appear  to  have  conducted  its 
affairs  with  an  anxious  endeavor  to  comply  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statute,  and  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  bank.  The  con- 
stant presentation  of  its  hills  for  redemption,  had,  however,'  on 
the  8th  instant,  nearly  exhausted  its  specie  and  other  immediate 
means  of  discharging  its  debts.  Suits  had  been  commenced 
against  the  bank  on  its  bills,  and  such,  under  the  difficulties  of 
present  embarrassment*  was  the  condition  of  their  affiiirs»  that  it 
was  deemed  both  politic  and  necessary  to  wind  up  its  ooncerns* 
Of  this  the  directors  were  themselves  fully  aware.  The  circu- 
lation is  $17,158. 

The  securities  are  not  in  accordance  with  the  requisitions  of 
law,  yet  an  amount  more  than  equal  to  all  liabilities,  has  been 
executed  and  recorded,  and  no  loss  can  be  sustained  by  the  cre- 
ditors. 

The  above  stateaients  exhibit  some  of  the  facts  which  induced 
proceedings  by  injunctions  against  the  banks  above  named.  The 
undersigned  has  been  fully  aware  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
our  institutions  have  had  to  contend,  and  it  has  been  bis  endeavor 
not  only  to  avoid  throwing  unnecessary  embarrassments  in  the 
wayt  but  by  every  means  in  his  power  to  assist  and  induce  the.ii 
to  arrange  their  affiiirs  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deserve  and  se- 
cure the  confidence  of  community. 

At  the  same  time,  in  accordance  with  his  duty  to  the  public^ 
he  has  not  hesitated  to  proceed  against  such  institutions,  as  from 
improper  or  fraudulent  conduct  in  the  officers,  or  from  insol- 
vency or  other  cause,  were  undeserving  of  credit.  The  public 
must  have  the  means  of  discriminating,  and  the  line  must  be  dis- 
tinctly drawn  between  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  solvent  and 
the  insolvent,  before  the  currency  of  Michigan,  furnished  by  tier, 
own  institutions,  can  affi>rd  a  safe  circulating  medium. 

The  banks  now  in  operation,  within  the  limits  aforesaid,  the 
undersigned  is  happy  to  state,  have  generally  exhibited  much 
anxiety  in  endeavoring  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  law,  to 
reduce  their  liabilities  to  the  smallest  possible  amount,  and  by 
every  means  in  their  power  to  preserve,  unimpaired,  their  credit. 
It  affords  pleasure  to  believe  that  those  institutions  are  not  only 
in  a  solvent  condition,  but  that  they  will  soon  be  able  to  extend 
business  facilities  to  community,  and  to  give  a  currency  of  un- 
doubted character. 

AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALPHEUS  FELCH, 
Bank  Cammisrioner. 

Monroe,  Sept.  19,  1838. 
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(C.) 

Report  of  the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  several 
banks  within  the  limits  of  the  third  judicial  circuit 
of  Michigani  September,  1838, 

3b  his  Excellency 9  Stevens  T.  Mason, 

Governor  of  Michigan. 

The  undersigDed,  immediately  after  being  notified  of  his  ap- 
poiDtment  as  bank  commissioner,  in  tlie  place  of  Thomas  Fitz- 

Serald,  Esq ,  resigned,  took  the  oath  of  of&ce,  and  entered  on  the 
ischarge  of  his  duties. 

Believing  the  public  mind  to  be  exceedingly  anxious  for  cor- 
rect information  of  the  standing  and  condition  of  the  banks  gen* 
erally,  the  undersigned  has  completed  his  tour  of  examination, 
with  all  possible  expedition,  consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the 
proper  and  efficient  discharge  of  his  duties,  the  consequent  labor 
attendant  thereon,  and  the  time  naturally  required  in  travelling 
over  an  extensive  and  inconveniently  situated  district 

The  undersigned  has  now  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to 
your  excellency,  a  statement  showing  the  present  condition  of  the 
several  banks  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bank  Commissioners, 
within  the  third  judicial  district. 

Upon  officially  visiting  the  Berrien  County  bank,  the  under- 
signed found  its  operations  suspended  by  his  predecessor,  Col. 
Fitzgerald. 

G^  investigation  of  its  aj9[airs,  with  that  gentleman,  much  was 
exhibited  betraving  either  culpable  mismanagement,  or  gross  ig- 
norance of  banking. 

CoL  Fitzgerald,  however,  with  the  usual  vigilance  and  prompti- 
tude characteristic  of  all  his  official  acts,  had,  previous  to  my  ar- 
rival, caused  the  arrest  of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  institution, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  December  30th,  1837;  and  re- 
quired of  tlie  proprietors  to  furnish  real  estate  securities  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  conditioned  to  be  released  on  the  entire  re-or- 
ganization of  the  bank,  and  its  being  placed  on  a  sound  and  per- 
manent basis,  or  sufler  a  forfeiture  of  the  lands  pledged,  which, 
together  with  their  assets  in  bank,  individual  responsibility  and 
the  real  estate  security,  given  in  conformity  to  law,  must  in  the 
worst  event,  be  more  than  sufficient  to  satisfy  and  pay  all  their 
liabilities. 

In  this  condition,  after  confirming  a  requisition  made  upon  the 
directors,  to  place  tlieir  money  and  eflecls  beyond  their  control, 
and  in  the  hands  of  persons  in  whom  both  Col.  Fitzgerald  and 
myself  had  unlimited  confidence,  I  left  them,  and  within  the  last 
few  days  have  been  informed  by  letter,  from  CoL  Fitzgerald,  that 
efforts  are  being  made  by  them  to  comply  fully  with  the  require. 
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ment  aforesaid,  and  that  thev  had  sinee  withdrawn  several  thou- 
sand dollars  of  their  own  bills  from  circulation. 

The  result  of  mature  deliberations  of  both  the  undersigned  and 
his  predecessor,  and  of  legal  advice  obtained,  induced  them  to 
adopt  and  confirm  the  r  ourse  taken  with  this  bank,  as  the  one 
most  advisable  under  all  circumstances  connected,  to  protect  and 
secure  the  public  a^inst  loss. 

The  bank  will  either  soon  comply  with  the  requisitions  made, 
or  an  injuction  will  be  applied  for  against  them. 

In  the  course  of  his  investigations,  the  Commissioner,  after  re- 
viewing the  afiairs  of  the  St  Joseph  County  Bank,  deemed  it  pro- 
per to  apply  for  an  injunction  against  them,  which  has  been  grant- 
ed. Although  the  business  operations  of  this  institution  appear 
to  have  been  conducted  from  the  commencement,  with  propriety 
and  fairness,  they  have  decreased  the  amount  of  their  circulation 
since  their  last  report,  and  have  made  zealous  and  laudable  but 
ineffectual  eflTorts  to  sustain  themselves,  yet  the  impoverished  con- 
dition of  the  bank,  demanded  such  a  determination  and  result ; 
both  of  which  were  not  only  anticipated  but  desired  by  the  direc- 
tors of  it,  and  had  the  law  enabled  them,  would  have  voluntarily 
surrendered  their  effects  and  wound  up. 

As  it  is,the  commissioner  considers  the  amount  of  their  discount- 
ed paper  alone,  which  is  generally,  if  not  entirely  good,  sufficient, 
with  proper  management  in  its  collection,  to  pay  all  its  liabilities 
to  the  puolic,  and  without  recourse  to  its  landed  securities. 

Against  the  Bank  of  Allegan,  an  application  had  been  made  for 
an  injunction,  by  Col.  Fitzgerald,  while  in  office,  which  the  un* 
dersigned  supposed  had  been  granted  and  served^  but  on  visiting 
that  place,  on  his  way  to  Singapore,  found  that  no  service  of  a 
writ  had  been  made.  The  Attorney  General,  as  the  Commission- 
er is  informed,  from  assurances  having  been  given  him  that  the 
bank  would,  in  a  short  time,  be  restored  to  a  sound  and  legal  con- 
dition, in  his  discretion  withheld  the  application. 

This  action  on  the  part  of  his  predecessor,  the  Commissioner 
deemed  a  supersedeas  to  any  agency  of  his  in  the  matter,  and  con- 
sequently made  only  sufficient  examination  into  the  affiurs  of  the 
institution,  to  satisfy  himself  that  in  case  of  failure,  its  resources 
would  probably  pay  all  its  liabilities. 

The  undersigned  was  officially  called  to  visit  and  examine  a 
new  bank  styled  the  ^'People's  Bank  of  Grand  River,**  which  he 
did  on  the  7th  of  August  last,  and  finding  the  institution  in  opera- 
tion, without  having  complied  with  the  important  requirements  of 
the  law,  but  in  direct  violation  of  its  provisions,  immediately  sus- 
pended its  operations,  by  requiring  to  be  put  in  possession  of  its 
moneys  and  efl^cts,  until  the  whole  law  should  be  complied  with, 
or  in  default  thereof,  legal  proceedings  should  be  had  against  it 

The  directors  of  the  institution  are  said  tp  bo  men  of  unUem- 
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idled  feputatioD,  and  it  is  probable  that  no  fraud  was  intended, 
but  that  their  course  of  operation  was  induced  by  an  honest  n)is- 
construction  of  some  of  the  important  provisions  of  Iaw« 

The  Coldwater  Banlcy  it  will  be  observed,  exhibits  a  very  limi* 
ted  amount  of  cash  resources  wherewith  to  redeem  and  pay  a 
large  amount  of  circulation  and  deposites  made  with  them  ;  and 
the  Ccnnmissioner  would  have  felt  it  incumbent  on  him,  in  the 
ordinary  discbarge  of  his  duties  to  have  applied  for  an  injunction 
against  them  ;  but  from  statements  of  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
made  under  oath^  and  a  thorough  examination  into  all  its  affairs, 
he  was  induced  to  delay,  at  least  for  the  present,  such  action,  be- 
lieving that  under  any  contingency,  tlH)  public  interest  would  not 
suffer,  but  would,  in  all  probability,  be  much  better  served  by  such 
determination  than  by  any  summary  foreclosure.  In  explanation, 
it  will  be  stated,  that  to  n>eet  their  present  exigencies,  they  are 
negotiating  a  loan  with  one  of  the  New  York  state  banks,  on  in- 
dividual  responsibility,  which,  if  obtained,  is  designed  and  will  be 
employed  in  the  redemption  of  their  circulation,  and  payment  of 
their  deposites.  A  more  permanent  source  of  relief,  though 
somewhat  more  remote,  will  be  afforded  them,  as  they  expect  by 
making  collections  from  the  merchants  and  farmers,  their  debtors, 
in  grain  and  flour,  which  the  past  abundant  harvest  will  readily 
enable  them  to  do,  and  at  such  prices  as  will  afford  a  profitable 
competition  in  an  eastern  market,  and  thus  enable  them  to  collect 
their  debts,  and  by  the  sale  of  these  pledges,  establish  a  credit  at 
the  east,  subject  to  their  drafts  for  such  funds  as  are  most  valua- 
ble and  needful  to  them.  About  a  week  since,  the  undersigned 
was  advised  by  letter,  dated  August  24th,  from  the  cashier  of 
that  bank,  that  the  negotiation  above  referred  to,  had  been  made, 
and  "would  be  carried  into  effect  in  about  two  weeks."  The  bank 
is  virtually  inoperative  at  this  time,  excepting  so  far  as  their  pre- 
sent means  will  enable  them  to  redeem  their  circulation,  pay 
depositors,  or  make  collections ;  the  Commissioner  iiaving  requir- 
ed of  them  to  subscribe  an  affidavit,  in  which  they  promised  a 
suspension  of  all  operations  whereby  their  liabilities  might  be  in 
any  manner  increased,  until  upon  further  investigation,  he  was 
satisfied  of  their  ability  to  resume  fully. 

The  undersigned  takes  this  opportunity  to  say  that  he  has  great 
confidence  in  the  integrity  and  honor  of  the  president  and  other 
officers  of  the  bank ;  that  their  assets  are  substantial,  the  united 
responsibilities  of  the  directors  very  great,  and  their  real  estate 
securities  ample  and  perfect ;  and  from  this  combination  of  facts, 
constituting  a  guaranty  to  public  security,  he  was  induced  to  af- 
ford them  an  opportunity  to  sustain  themselves,  and  thereby  rea- 
dily pay  their  debts,  rather  than  close  their  operations  by  iniunc- 
tion  and  wind  them  up,  under  a  process,  though  sure  in  its  deter- 
mination, yet  naturally  productive  of  delays  and  embarrassments 
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U>  the  public,  and  frequeotly  of  much  losa  in  consequence  thereof, 
to  the  biilhulder  and  depositors. 

Into  the  afiairs  of  the  Branch  Bank  of  Michigan*  at  Kalama- 
zoo»  the  Conimissioner  was  unable  to  mske  an  examination,  in 
consequence  of  the  absence  of  the  cashier  at  Detroitt  and  the  in- 
disposition of  the  person  left  in  charge. 

An  examination  into  the  condition  of  this  institution,  will  be 
made  as  soon  as  practicable,  and  the  result  reported  to  your  ex- 
cellency immediately  thereafter 

The  payment  of  their  tribute  to  the  "safety  fund,'*  has  been  by- 
many  of  the  banks  neglected ;  but  the  importance  of  the  require^ 
ment  has  been  impressed,  and  its  com^'liance  insisted  on,  and  as* 
surances  are  given  that  all  arrearages  shall  be  paid,  and  the  law 
strictly  conformed  to  hereafter. 

Most  of  the  banks  under  the  general  banking  law,  have  furnish- 
ed  the  full  amount  of  real  estate  securities  required  by  it ;  some 
have  even  exceeded  their  quota,  while  others  have  not  fullv  com* 
plied  with  the  law.  The  banks  in  default  have  invariably  been 
required  by  the  undersigned,  to  perfect  their  securities,  as  soon  as 
the  actual  amount  of  deficiency  can  be  ascertained  frqpi  the  Au- 
ditor General ;  and  to  this  end  as  well  as  to  have  correct  and  au- 
thentic information  of  the  amounts  and  condition  of  the  securitie« 
pledged  by  all  the  banks  within  the  district,  a  letter  has  been  ad- 
dressed to* that  office,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  a  statement 
of  that  description* 

A  full  and  immediate  compliance  with  the  law,  in  this  respect, 
has  been  promised  by  the  banks,  whose  securities  are  now  imper- 
feet ;  and  although  in  the  present  state,  no  injurious  result  to  the 
public,  is  apprehended,  still  it  is  important  that  the  law  should  be 
fully  observed,  and  the  commissioner  is  determined  to  enforce  it, 
to  its  extent. 

All  the  banks  within  this  district,  except  those  in  suspense,  and 
under  injunction,  were  at  the  time  of  their  examination  by  the 
Commissioner,  redeeming  their  bills  in  circulation,  in  specie  or 
other  funds  satisfactory  to  the  bill  holder,  as  he  is  informed  and 
believes ;  and  it  may  here  be  noticed  that  since  their  resumption 
of  specie  payments,  an  average  of  one  third  the  aggregate  amount 
of  their  whole  circulation,  has  been  redeemed  and  withdrawn. 

In  conclusion,  the  undersigned  begs  leave  to  state,  that  he  con- 
siders the  present  responsibilities  and  resources  of  the  several 
banking  institutions,  now  in  operation,  within  this  district,  an 
abundant  and  ample  guaranty  for  the  payment  of  all  their  present 
liabilities  to  the  public;  and  although  the  cash  resources  of  some  of 
them  are  much  diminished,  owing  to  the  constant  draft  upon  them 
produced  by  a  combination  of  embarrassments,  they  have,  not- 
withstanding, hitherto  sustained  themselves ;  and  it  remains  to  be 
ascertained  how  long  they  nnay  continue  erect,  and  how  far  their 
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common  participation  in  the  relief  promised  by  the  sale  and  ei- 
portation  of  our  immense  surplus  crop,  their  ability  in  conse- 
quence,  to  make  collections,  and  a  reliance  upon  their  own  pro- 
per resources,  will  be  productive  of  substantial  benefit,  of  freedom 
from  peculiar  embarrassments,  and  a  restoration  of  public  con- 
fidence in  their  integrity  and  ability. 

The  Commissioner  most  respectfully  submits  the  forgoing, 
and  has  the  honor  to  be 

Your  excellency's  obedient  servant, 

DI6BY  V.  BELL, 
Bank  Ccmmimomr^ 
Ionia,  September  Sd,  1888« 
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(No.  9.) 
Report  of  (be  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction^ 

STATE  OF  MICHIGAN,     ) 

Office  6P  SuPibRiNTENDENT  of  Public  Instruction,  > 

Marshatty  December  31,  1838.      ) 

Tq  the  Legislature  to  be  convened  at  DetroU  on  the  first  Maudag 
qf  January^  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  agreeable  to  the 
provisions  of  chapter  one,  title  eleven  of  the  revised  statutes,  has 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  supreme  object  in  legislation,  and  in  the  administration  of 
government  undoubtedly  should  be  the  promotion  of  the  greatest 
good  of  the  whole  people.  To  elevate  man  in  the  stfale  of  being, 
and  improve  his  condition,  is  the  sole  purpose  of  every  wise  sys- 
tem of  government,  and  every  just  code  of  laws. 

To  reach  this  high  object,  our  system  was  formed,  and  out 
code  established.  Under  the  healthful  operation  of  such  add 
similar  systems  and  codes,  such  indeed  as  are  based  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  equal  rights  and  privileges,  is  full  and  perfect  protectloti 
thrown  ground  every  individual  of  the  state.  Defended,  in  the 
peaceful  enjoyment  of  the  rewards  of  honest  industry  and  tbil, 
every  individual  is  secured  from  invasion  of  his  personal  rights, 
with  no  sacrifice  on  his  part,  save  only  such  as  is  essential  to  the 
Verv  existence  and  continuance  of  his  security  and  welfare. 

The  attainment  of  the  greatest  general  good,  being  the  end  and 
aim  of  the  institution  of  civil  government,  a  severe  responsibility 
is  imposed  upon  all  entrusted  with  the  administration,  legislation 
and  execution  of  its  laws ;  and  on  the  part  of  the  people,  unceas- 
ing watchfulness,  lest  by  unfaithful  agents,  the  •♦republic  should 
sufler  detriment.'*  Hence  it  becomes  a  matter  of  vital  impor- 
tance that  such  a  system  of  general  instruction  be  established,  as 
will  best  promote  the  ends  of  government  To  do  this  efiectU- 
ally,  the  means  of  knowledge  must  be  extended  to  every  member 
of  the  community,  and  those  great  fundamental  principles,  which 
are  the  sole  basis  of  all  right,  national,  political,  social,  and  indi- 
vidual, be  instilled  into  the  public  mind. 

In  a  government  like  ours,  where  all  power  is  retain^bd  ih  the 
hands  of  the  people,  the  only  safeguard  of  our  liberty  lies  in  the 
general  diffusion  of  right  knowledge.  Ignorance  is  a  fearful  foe 
to  freedom  ;  but  knowledge,  without  virtue,  is  certain  death  to 
the  republic.  Such  a  system  of  instruction,  then,  as  combines 
intelligience  and  virtue,  will  alone  ensure  the  continuance  of  uni- 
versalhappiness  and  peace  ;  and  such  a  system,  the  republican 
form  and  character  of  our  government  imperiously  demand* 
Virtuous  inteHigence  alone  will  ensure  correct  feeling  and  princt" 
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pie  in  the  mass,  and  a  consequent  selection  of  such  officers  to 
fulfil  the  duties  of  public  trust,  as  will  best  promote  and  carry  out 
the  great  purposes  and  plans  of  government  Without  intelligence, 
how  are  the  offices  created  for  the  high  purpose  of  attaining  the 
greatest  good  to  be  filled  ?  Without  virtue,  what  security  nave 
we  thai  the  highest  intelligenoe  will  not  lead  to  infidelity,  in  the 
discharge  of  duty  7  Without  the  diffiision  of  knowledge,  sanc- 
tified by  virtuous  principle,  ^here  lies  our  security  from  corrup- 
tion, convulsion,  civil  war  and  roin  ?  What  safeguard  have  we 
a|:ain8t  anarchy,  misrule  and  violence,  unless  it  be  in  and  by  the 
didusion  of  a  correct,  virtuous,  intell^ent  public  sentiment  ?  And 
on  the  other  hand,  what  is  to  secure  us  from  the  formation  of 
powerful  aristocracies^  even  under  our  own  wise  system  of  gov* 
ernment,  but  the  general  dbscmination  of  knowledge,  baaed  on 
moral  principle  1  Let  the  history  of  the  down-trodden  nations  of 
the  earth  answer.  It  is  the  constant  and  unvarying  tendency  of 
power,  in  passing  from  the  many  to  the  few,  to  amplify  itself  in 
their  hands.  Where  ignorance  is  tlie  inheritance  of  all>  but  the 
noble  few,  there  is  noming  that  can  successfully  resist  this  tend- 
ency. When,  indeed,  the  exercise  of  this  concentrated  and  acca- 
mulatlng  power  becomes  so  oppressive  as  to  madden  a  whole 
people,  in  their  fury  they  may  rise  and  put  it  down — but  not 
having  sufficient  intelligence  and  virtue  to  establish  and  maintain 
a  wise  and  just  system  of  government,  power  must  soon  pass 
from  their  hands  to  the  few,  wnen  the  process  of  accumulation  is 
again  commenced  and  steadily  goes  on  as  before.  The  people 
of  France,  driven  to  desperation,  overthrew  the  governmetrt  of 
Louis  XTI,  to  pass  under  the  imperial  reign  of  NapolfsoQ. 
Again  they  rose  and  put  down  the  government  of  Charles  X  to 

Eass  under  the  despotism  and  constantly  increasing  power  of 
louis  Phillippe. 

We  have  secured  ourselves  agains:  the  despotism  of  a  ecar, 
and  the  oppression  of  an  aristocracy  of  nobles ;  but  bow  are  we 
to  be  secured,  as  individuals,  from  the  tyranny  of  the  many  T 
The  mojority  of  numbers  is  as  capable  of  exercising  despotic  pow* 
er,  as  an  emperor  or  an  oligarchv.  A  sense  of  justice  m  the  mo- 
narch, mt^y  control  the  action  of  bis  government,  and  his  subjects 
be  secure  while  life  remains.  If  the  prince  is  wise  and  benevo- 
lent, the  people  may  be  contented,  prosperous  and  happy ;  but 
his  successor  may  tie  a  prodi^  of  wickedness,  and  his  kingdom 
be  filled  with  violence  and  bk>od  So  long  as  the  principles  of 
humanity,  a  love  of  justice  and  equity  reign  in  the  hearts  of  the 
majority,  we,  as  individuals*  are  free  and  safe.     But  no  longer. 

.It  has  of  late  been  urged  with  great  power  and  eloquencei  and 
with  distinguished  learnings*  that  our  constitution  and  form  of 

I         I  ■  l"»  ■       ■■■■■il  ■!        Ill  I * 

*De  Tooqiiorille,  by  M.— DemoQnry  in  Anerica^ 
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joveniment  furniah  no  security  agaimt  the  encroaebmeiito  and 
oppressive  acts  of  the  majority.  This,  however,  is  no  defect; 
for  no  form  of  government,  ond  no  constitution  within  the  power 
oi  man  to  devise,  can  provide  such  security.  Our  safety  is  ool 
10  constitutions  and  forms  of  govornmeut,  but  in  the  establish* 
ment  of  a  right  system  of  general  education ;  in  the  dcvelope* 
ment  and  culture  of  those  moral,  as  well  as  intellectual  powers 
implanted  in  the  nature  of  man«  So  far  as  these  powers  are  seen 
to  exercise  a  controlling  influence  over  the  actions  of  men  and 
muions,  they  are  to  be  trusted. 

.  Indeed  our  safety,  as  individuals*  under  God,  mtist  lie  in  those 
I'estraintsi  which  virtue  and  intelligence  throw  around  the  great 
heart  of  the  majority  of  numbers.  The  desire  to  do  right  must 
be  planted  in  the  deep  bosom  of  the  peoploj  and  no  means  of 
promoting  the  perception  of  right  neglected.  The  faculties,  the 
suscoptibSities*  the  emotions,  the  feelings,  which  make  up  the 
greal^  sum  of  mind,  must  be  cultivated  and  improved  by  right 
instruction.  Generally  diffused  etiocation,  combining  the  great 
powers  of  intelligence  and  a  pure  virtue,  is  the  only  safeguard  of 
our  public  and  our  private  rights ;  and  upon  the  progress  of  this 
alone,  depends  the  future  permanence  and  character  of  all  our 
republican  institutions. 

The  object  of  education  is  to  raise  up,  not  to  pull  down ;  to 
improve  the  condition  of  man,  to  advance  the  interesis  of  the 
whole  people,  while  increasing  the  individual  happiness  ond  pros* 
perity  of  every  member  in  the  commonwealth.  If  education 
results  in  the  perfection  of  government*  it  also  leads  to  the  like 
perfection  in  science,  in  the  arts,  and  in  every  species  of  improve- 
ment It  is  education  that  unfolds  the  bidden  mysteries  of  amo- 
tion, and  introduces  man  to  the  secret  springs*  by  which  he  is 
destined  to  arrive  at  the  highest  degree  of  physical,  intellectual 
and  moral  attainment.  The  improvements  sho  is  yet  to  make, 
and  which  she  alone  can  make»  in  machinery,  in  the  mechanic 
arts*  and  in  the  implements  of  husbandry,  will  secure  to  every 
man,  with  four  hour's  labor,  a  competence  for  himself  and  his 
family.  The  great  balance  of  time,  expended  as  it  should  be,  in 
moral  and  mental  culture,  would  introduce  us  at  once  to  the 
ffolden  age  of  man.  A  less  amount  of  labor  tluin  this  can  never 
be  desired.  Such  an  amount  is  essential  to  the  beauty  and  per^ 
ieclion  of  his  physical  nature — to  the  developement,  the  healthy 
and  vigorous  action  of  his  bodily  constitution  and  powers. 

The  people  of  the  older  states,  sensible  of  the  ardent  necessity 
of  education,  are  awaking  to  redoubled  effi>rts  in  its  behalf.  Wise 
men  in  those  states,  confident  that  this  is  the  ody  way  to  preserve 
a  preponderating  influence  in  the  general  ^overninent  of  our 
common  country*  have  been  and  are  promoting  every  means  ta 
advance  the  cause  of  general  educatien,  with  the  avowed  purpose 
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of  raising  up  men  of  distingtushed  attainnnents  and  abiHty  to- 
mj&de  and  direct  in  their  councils.  This  was  ihc  purpose  of 
Jefiereon  when  he  founded  ihe  University  of  Virginia'.  He  per- 
ceived that  power  was  gradually  passing  the  mountains,  and  that, 
at  no  distant  period,  it  was  destined  to  take  up  its  abode  in  the 
great  valley  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  instead  of  bewailing  its  de- 
parture, set  himself  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  retain  and 
exercise  all  the  influenee  that  high  attainments  in  literature,  sci* 
ence  and  the  arts,  can  give  to  any  people.  Governor  Everett,  in 
his  late  address  at  the  commencement  of  Williams'  Oollcge,  urge» 
education  upon  the  people  of  Massachusetts  for  the  same  reason. 
•'I  am  strongly  convinced,"  says  he,  **that  it  behooves  our  ancient 
ccmmonweaith  to  look  anxiously  to  this  subject,  if  she  wishes  to 
maintain  her  honorable  standin?  in  the  union  of  the  states.** 

Would  Michigan  obtain  a  high  rank  and  an  honorable  distinc- 
tioB  in  this  matchless  confederacy  of  states — would  she  keep 
pace  with  the  rapid  march  of  improvement  and  of  ynind — would 
she  exert  her  just  share  of  influence  in  the  grand  councils  of  the 
nation — let  her  stretch  every  nerve  and  ply  every  means  to  move 
forward  the  gloriot)s  work.  I^et  Perseverance  be  written  upon 
the  walls  of  her  capitol,  and  let  this  be  the  watchword  of  her 
people,  till  every  child  in  the  state  shall  become  thoroughly  edu- 
cated and  fitted  to  fulfil  hi^  duty  faithfully,  to  his  country  and  his 
Qod.  The  object  is  high,  the  inducements  great,  and  the  rewards 
above  all  price. 

The  progress  of  our  school  system  has  been  as  rapid  as  could 
rationally  have  been  anticipated.  Scarcely  two  years  and  a  half 
have  elapsed  since  the  first  movement  was  made.  During  this 
period,  the  system  has  been  devised,  matured  and  adopted,  and 
IS  now  generally  in  successful  operation.  The  success  of  the 
system  will  be  evident,  from  an  inspection  of  the  three  successive 
reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  In  the  fail 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  thirty-nine  townships  reported 
fifiy-Sve  districts,  having  two-thousand  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  sixteen.  In  the  fall  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  one  hundred  and  nine  town* 
ships  reported  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  districts,  having 
fifteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-one,  between  the  aces  of 
gve  and  seventeen.  During  the  past  fiiil,  being  that  of  eighteen 
hqndred  and  thirty-e'ght,  two  hundred  and  forty-five  townships 
have  reported  fifteen  hundred  and  nine  districts,  with  rising  thirty- 
fopr  thousand,  between  those  ages.  An  ^  increasing  interest  in 
primary  school  education  is  manifesting  itself  in  all  parts  of  the 
state.  'This  is  shewn  in  the  general  desire  to  obtain  correct  in- 
formation in  regard  to  all  proceedings  under  the  law,  and  the 
rapid  multiplication  of  school-houses.  It  is  indicated  also,  in  the 
liberal  provisions  made  during  the  past  year,  for  the  support  of 
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schook  For  the  oreeticm  of  homes  and  dupport  of  schoolii,  the 
districts  have  volantarily  mised  the  past  year,  the  sum  of 
•91,717. 

The  importance  of  statistical  knowledge  is  becoming  every  t 
year,  nsore  and  more  apparent.  It  is  only  by  such  information  > 
as  statistics  furnish,  that  the  wants  of  a  community  can  be  as- 
certained, and  its  progress  in  improvement  determined.  The 
reform  m  the  discipline  of  prisons,  and  in  the  penitentiary  system 
of  the  United  States  generally,  had  its  origin  in  such  knowledge. 
Without  the  facts  which  statistics  embody,  the  legislator  must 
grope  his  way  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance.  Destitute  of  these 
ftcts,  and  the  light  which  they  furnish,  if  evils  exist,  he  cannot 
apply  the  proper  remedy.  The  legislator  may,  in  conformity  to 
the  popular  sentiment,  determine  that  every  child  in  the  stato 
shall  be  educated,  and  provide  the  means  for  such  education ; 
but  how  can  he  know  that  his  will  is  obeyed,  and  the  means  pro- 
perly applied,  without  that  full  and  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  which  the  statistics  of  education  alone  can  furnish. 

Our  school  law  provides  for  a  yearly  enumeration  of  all  the 
clriMren  and  youth  of  the  state  between  certain  ages ;  and  for  a  /^ 
full  report  from  all  the  schools  organised  under  this  law.  In 
justice  to  all  concerned,  ought  not  provision  to  be  made  for  a  full 
report  from  all  private  sch^s  ?  As  the  law  now  staiKis,  an  im* 
putation  may  be  thrown  upon  some  townships  that  least  deserve 
it.  For  instance,  the  township  of  A,  accoraing  to  ihe  enumera- 
tion, has  five  hundred  between  the  ages  of  five  and  seventeen, 
but  reports  only  four  hundred  as  in  school ;  while  the  township  of 
B,  according  to  the  enumeration,  has  four  hundred  between  those 
ages,  but  reports  as  actually  in  school,  four  hundred  and  fifty.  A 
wrong  inference  may  be  drawn  fi*om  these  facts  as  reported,  and 
an  unjust  imputation  thrown  upon  the  township  of  A  i  this  town- 
ship having,  what  does  not  appear  frcm  the  reports,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  in  private  schools.  It  is  therefore  respectfully  propos- 
ed, that  the  law  be  so  amended  as  to  require  of  all  private  schools }/ 
a  report  setting  forth  the  number  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
seventeen ;  and  also  the  number  in  attendance  under  five  and  over 
seventeen.  These,  with  the  reports  now  required,  would  give 
the  whole  number  at  school,  throughout  the  state. 

In  regard  to  the  collection  of  taxes pf  school  districts,  there  is 
undoubtedly  a  deieot  in  the  law.  The  fourth  provision  of  sec- 
tion sixteen,  chapter  three,  title  eleven,  authorizes  the  assessor  ''to 
collect  all  taxes  assessed  upon  the  property  of  his  district  ;<'«'<< 
and  in  the  collection  of  taxes  upon  lands  and  tenements,  said  as- 
sessor rfiall  make  returns  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county  in  the 
same  manner  as  township  collectors ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  treasurer  to  sell  the  lands  and  tenements  for  the  collection  of 
said  school  tax  in  the  same  manner  as  ig  required  for  the  cellec* 
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turn  cfiwmMp  and  txmniy  laacesj*  On  referriog  to  the  law  for 
the  collection  of  township  and  county  taxes»  it  appears  that  the 
treasurer  has  no  authority,  in  any  case,  to  sell  lands  and  tene* 
ments  for  the  collection  of  such  taxes.  It  is  made  hia  duty  to 
send  to  the  Auditor  General,  an  account  of  all  lands  and  tone* 
ments  returned  to  the  office  of  the  said  county  treasurer ;  and  the 
Auditor  General  is  empowered  to  sell  the  same.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  law  be  so  amended,  as  to  authorize  the  treasurers  of  the 
counties,  either  to  sell  such  lands  and  tenements  as  are  ^'returned 
to  themt**  or  to  forward  the  same  to  the  Auditor  General  for 
sale. 

It  is  also  thought  the  law  in  another  respect*  needs  to  be  amend* 
ed.  Individuals  are  now  liable  to  lose  their  lands,  held  by  certi- 
ficate of  salcy  on  account  of  the  failure  of  those  with  whom  they 
may  be  associated  in  the  purchase.*  A  and  B  purchase  university 
or  school  lands,  make  the  fir$t  payment  and  commence  improve^ 
ments.  It  may  be  an  original  purchase,  or  a  purchase  by  as* 
fiignment,  and  the  whole  included  in  one  certificate.  It  may  bt 
a  joint  ownership  or  otherwise.  When  the  instalment  and  inter* 
est  fall  due,  A  is  ready  to  pay,  but  S  has  failed.  As  the  law 
now  stands,  A  Aust  forfeit  as  well  as  B,  though  he  is  ready  and 
willing  to  pay,  not  only  his  proportion,  but  iulfil  the  contract,  if 
the  whole  title  could  be  transferred  to  him  :  but  the  superintend* 
ent  is  not  authorized  to  make  the  transfer.  It  certainly  does  not 
seem  reasonable  and  just  to  oblige  A  to  forfeit  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  B. 

Id  case  of  actual  forfeiture,  it  is  submitted  to  the  consideration 
of  the  legislature,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable,  to  empower 
the  Superintendent  to  transfer  the  title  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  may  be  disposed  to  fulfil  the  contract ;  and  hold  such  lends,  as 
may  still  remain  on  handi  subject  to  sale  at  the  original  bids. 
This  will  bring  them  into  market,  without  the  expense  and  troo* 
ble  of  another  public  sale.  Besides,  it  would  entirely  do  away 
with  all  the  inducements  which  now  exist  in  certain  cases,  to 
forfeit,  and  protect  the  department  from  all  liability  of  being  do* 
frauded. 

Owing  to  the  embarrassment  of  the  country  the  past  year,  ma« 
ny  purchasers  have  failed  to  pay  who  still  wish  to  retain  their 
lands.  Among  these  there  are  cases  which  require  considera- 
tion ;  and  perl^^ps  the  interposition  of  the  legislature.  They  are 
purchasers  who  have  made  improvements  and  are  aUe  to  make 
payment  of  the  interest  only.  But  the  Superintendent  is  not  au- 
thorized to  receive  and  endorse  the  interest,  without  the  instal* 
ment.  In  cases  like  these,  purchasers  have  left  money  in  6&fo^ 
site  for  the  payment  of  interest,  on  condition  the  legistalare  should 
authorize  it  to  be  received  and  endorsed,  or  to  be  retinrned,  should 
their  lands  be  declared  forfeited.    It  is  true  indeed  that  some  of 
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tbese  hods  are  already  forfeited  in  law,  but  it  was  deemed  witb- 
in  the  discretion  of  this  department,  whether  to  declare  them  for- 
feited immediately  oo  the  first  failure. 

It  is  also  submitted,  as  Wf^ilhy  of  coosideratioo>  whether,  after 
twenty  per  centum  of  the  priacipal  is  paid»  it  would  not  be  policy 
to  require  only  the  interest*  so  long  as  it  shall  be  promptly  paid. 
Though  there  may  be  fluctuations  in  the  value  of  real  estate, 
yet  in  a  country  where  improvements  are  being  rapidly  made,  il 
is  not  to  be  apprehended  that  these  lands  can  so  depreciate  in  va- 
lue as  to  render  the  investment  unsafe.  In  the  ordinary  course  of 
events,  men  will  not  clear  and  fence  their  lands,  break  up  and 
oaltivate  the  same,  build  houses,  dig  wells»  and  make  other  im< 
provements,  and  then  abandon  them ;  and  especifilly  after  having 
paid  one  fifth  of  the  purchase  money.  Nothing  but  a  genersd 
overflowing  desolation  will  ever  induce  them  to  do  it. 

A  plan  of  the  University  build'mgs  has  been  adopted,  and  pre- 
paration is  now  making  for  the  erection  of  a  part  of  them.  Branch* 
es  have  been  organized  and  are  now  in  actual  operation  at  De-  >/ 
troit,  Pontiac,  Monroe,  Niles  and  Kalamazoo :  others  also,  have 
been  located.  In  this  connection,  the  Superintendent  would  urge 
anew  the  importance  of  making  more  ample  provision  for  sus« 
taining  the  branches,  independently  of  the  universitv  fund.  With- 
out the  aid  of  these,  the  University  itself  cannot  be  expected  to 
prosper :  and  equally  important  are  they,  to  the  success  of  the 

f)rimary  schools,  being  as  they  are,  the  sole  means  of  obtaining  a 
ull  supply  of  competent  teachers.  If  the  salt  spring  lands  should 
be  devoted  to  the  support  of  the  branches,  <me  might  in  due  time 
be  established  in  each  county ;  and  this  seems  desirable  to  perfect 
tfie  system. 

The  agricnltural  department  yet  to  be  established  in  one  of  / 
the  branches,  is  deemed  an  object  of  great  interest  and  importance 
to  the  state.  No  education  can  be  regarded  as  complete  without 
a  knowledge  of  agriculture.  Agricultural  pursuits  and  a  clear 
understanding  of  the  principles  on  which  the  art  of  husbandry  is? 
based,  have  an  acknowledged  tendency  to  quiet  all  those  various 
and  undue  excitements,  occasioned  by  the  political  action  and 
contests  of  the  day.  Most  peculiarly  adapted  also,  is  agriculture, 
to  give  to  a  people,  that  individuality  of  character,  which  is  es* 
scntial  to  sustain  republican  institutions. 

It  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  advert  again  to  the  immense  value 
and  importance  of  common  school  libraries.  The  question  of 
their  utility  has  been  settled  by  the  decision  of  experience  in  other 
states,  where  liberal  appropriations  for  the  purpose  have  been 
granted.  To  accomplish  the  greatest  d^ree  of  good,  in  our  state, 
district  libraries  must  be  estaUkhed ;  not  only  that  the  useful  hi- 
formation  contained  in  well  selected  books,  may  be  generally  con- 
vcyed»  but  that  teachers  n^ay  have  the  benefit  of  acquiring  the 
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most  extended  and  important  theoretical  information.  Means  foi* 
educating  young  men  to  become  teachers  in  our  primary  schools^ 
have  been  devised ;  but  by  the  acquirement  of  all  that  these 
means  afford,  they  have  only  reached  the  threshold  of  the  tem- 
ple of  knowledge!  and  are  not  fitted  to  work  out  the  highest  de- 
gree of  good  without  the  study  of  books,  and  the  consequent  in- 
formation and  instruction  they  afford.  Too  much  value  indeed 
can  hardly  be  attached  to  the  establishment  of  school  libraries; 
and  it  is  believed  when  once  rightly  established,  they  will  be  the 
means  of  effecting  an  equal  amount  of  good,  with  the  schools 
themselves. 

The  following  is  an  exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  umverstty 
and  school  fund : 

UNIVERSITY  FUND. 

Of  the  university  lands,  527  72-100  acres  have  been  sold  the 
past  year,  at  an  average  price  of  820  29  per  acre,  amounting  to 
910,704  40. 

Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  the  ten 
per  cent,  •1,070  44 

Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  lands  sold 
in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  being  instal- 
ment, IfidS  02 

Received  for  use  of  improved  lands,  150  00 

Amount  of  principal  reoeivedi  tSytllS  40 

Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  interest,     7,738  42 
Received  on  account  of  interest,  of  moneys  loaned,    1,433  00 

Amount  of  interest  received,  $9,171  42 


Total  amount  of  principal  and  interest  received,    818,099  88 

Estimated  amount  due  from  purchasers  on  account 
of  lands  sold  in  eighteen  hundred  and  tliirty-seven,  be- 
ing instalment,  87,300  00 

Due  od  notes  for  use  of  improved  lands,  1,910  00 

Due  from  purchasers  on  account  of  in- 
terest, 5,228  00 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

Of  the  school  lands,  8,502  acres,  including  560 
acres  bid  off  the  preceding  year,  have  been  sold  at  an 
average  price  of  88  11^'  per  acre,  amounting  to 

800,016  00 
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fteceived  from  purchasers  on  account  of  the  ten 
per  cent, 

Received  from  purchasers  of  lands  sold  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-seven,  being  instalment, 

Received  for  use  of  school  lands, 

On  hand  as  per  last  report, 

Amount  of  principal  received,     ' 

Received  from  purchasers  on  account  of  interest, 
Received  on  account  of  interest  on  moneys  loaned, 


6,901  60 

31,687  do 
175  00 
864  00 

•29,62S  19 

<  «  ■  ■  I  .di 

18,7'?6  28 

2,684  71 

#21,460  99 

■I     I 

•51,089  68 

18,089  88 


Amount  of  interest  received. 

Total  amoQfit  of  principal  and  interest  deceived, 
Add  university  principal  aiid  interest, 

111 
Total,  #60,179  06 

Estimated  amount,  due  from  purchasers,  on  ac- 
count of  lands  sold  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,  being  instalment,  #18^544  88 
Due  on  notes  for  use  of  improved  lands,    359  75 
Due  from  purchasers  on  aocount  of  int,  18,460  45 
Payments  have  been  made  and  loans  efiectedi  as 
jfbllows : 


To  Jackson  county,  on  bor 

id  of  supervisors, 

#4,000  00 

Kent           do 

do 

5,000  00 

Berrien        do 

do 

7,000  00 

Lenawee     do 

do 

7,000  00 

Washtenaw  county^ 

do 

8000  00 

Genesee       do 

do 

5,000  00 

Saginaw,      do     , 

do 

10,000  00 

On  bond  and  mortgage. 

600  00 

Treasurer  of  university,  ( 

on  account  of  Interest, 

9,171  42 

County  treasurers, 

do 

do 

21,817  60 

And  apportioned  as  follows 
To  Al  egan  county^ 

: 

#139  52 

Branch        do 

508  80 

Calhoun      do 

1,111  04 

Cass           do 

608  00 

Eaton         do 

110  08 

Hillsdale     do 

623  36 

Ionia          do 

i 

122  24 

Ingham      do 

107  52 

Jackson      do 

1,233  92 

Kalamazoo  do 

845  44 

Lenawee    do 

1,712  00 

30 
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Urmgfton  county. 

684  80 

Lapeer       do 

•195  84 

Macomb     do 

1,185  38 

Mooroe      do 

1,840  80 

OaklaDd      do 

3,768  00 

Ottawa       do 

29  44 

St  Joseph  do 

519  04 

Shiawassee  do 

86  40 

St  CMr     do 

465  28 

YanBuraa  do 

150  86 

WaAteoawdo 

8;006  73 

Wajme       do 

S,441  93 

Saguiaw     do 

80  64 

Berrien       do 

383  08 

Geoesee      do 

S50  08 

To  Peim  township,  as  provided  bj  an  act  of  the 
kgislatai^  t626  00 

Expenses  of  sale,  clerk  hire,  printing,  maps,  adver* 
tising,  postage,  blank  oertificates,  sarveys^  glc.  as  per 
bills,  1,623  (N> 

Refunded  where  lands  sold  subject  to  survey  fefl 
short  of  estimate,  1 18  34 

Accounted  m  last  report  for  lands  wUch  were  not 
taken  and  paid  fbr,  468  50 

Uncurrent  funds  received,  450  00 

680,r3f4  76 
Though  this  sum  exceeds  the  receipts,  no  doubt  is  entertained 
that  sufficient  payments  will  soon  be  made  to  meet  the  balance* 
Since  indeed  the  above  account  was  drawn  up,  a  considerable 
portion  of  this  balance  has  been  paid,  and  the  remainder  undoubt- 
edly will  be  in  a  short  time.  It  is  proper  to  add  that  no  part  of 
this  balance  is  due  the  State  Treasurer,  arrangements  having 
been  made  by  which  the.  whole  amount  has  b^n  placed  at  his 
disposal. 

The  books  of  the  office  not  having  been  fully  written  op  and 
posted,  the  exact  amount  in  the  estimates  of  what  is  now  duo 
from  purchasers  of  university  and  school  lands,  is  not  given,though 
they  will  not  vary  much  from  the  amount  actually  due.  In  a 
short  time,  however,  the  exact  balances  can  all  be  exhibited.  By 
the  operation  of  the  extension  Inw,  payments  were  brought  so 
near  the  close  of  the  vear,  that  more  could  not  be  donev  without 
considerable  additional  help  and  expense. 

Of  the  uncurrent  money,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  three  hun- 
dred dollars  of  it,  though  not  now  available,  will  probably  soon  ba 
redeemed ;  of  the  balance,  twenty  dollars  are  ia  counterfint  bills 
and  the  remainder  in  notes  of  fraudulent  banks. 
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Document  number  one,  b  an  account  of  lands  sold,  and  prices 
per  acre ;  number  two,  contains  the  returns  of  school  inspectors : 
and  number  three,  is  the  report  of  the  regents  of  the  university, 
which  is  herewith  transmitted. 

The  duties  of  the  regents  being  at  present  arduous,  it  is  deem- 
ed to  be  due  in  justice  to  the  gentlemen  who  compose  that  board, 
that  their  expenses  during  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  univer- 
sity buildings,  should  be  paid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE, 
Superintendent  of  Putllic  Instruction. 
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(No.  1.) 
SCHOOL  LANDS  SOLD  IN  1838. 
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(No.  2.) 
REPORTS  OP  SCHOOL  INSPECTORS*  ' 
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Report  of  the  Regents  of  the  University. 

In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  chap- 
ter two,  title  eleven,  of  the  revised  statutes  of  the  state  of  Michi- 

an,  the  board  of  RejEv^entsofthe  University  respectfully  submit  to 

be  Superintendent  of  Public  instruction  the  following  report: 

As  no  formal  report  has  heretofore  been  made  to  the  legisla- 
ture, a  brief  recapitulation  of  the  several  enactments  relative  to 
the  University  and  its  branches,  with  the  proceedings  of  the  board 
of  regents,  in  obedience  thereto^  is  deemed  not  inappropriate. 

The  constitution  of  Michigan,  article  ten,  section  five,  doclafei^ 
that  **The  legislature  shall  take  n»easures  for  the  protection,  im* 
provement,  or  other  disposition  of  such  lands  as  have  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  reserved  or  granted  by  the  United  States  to  ibis 
stale  for  the  support  of  a  University  ;  and  the  funds  accruing  from 
the  rents  or  sale  of  such  lands,  or  from  any  other  source,  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  shall  be  and  remain  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
support  of  said  University,  with  such  branches  as  the  public  coo- 
ventence  may  hereafter  demand  for  the  promotion  of  literature, 
the  arts  and  sciences,  and  as  may  be  authorized  by  the  terms  of 
such  grant.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  legislature,  as  soon  as 
may  be,  to  provide  effectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  per« 
manent  security  of  the  funds  of  said  University .** 

It  may  be  remarked*  in  connection  with  this  subject,  that  the 
foregoing  constitutional  provision  had  more  immediate  referencer 
to  two  townships  or  46,080  acres  of  land  reserved  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  May  20th,  1826,  and  subsequently  granted  to 
this  state  by  act  of  CongresSf  providing  for  tbe  adnryission  of  Mi« 
chiaan  and  the  ordinance  of  said  state,  approved  25th  July,  1836. 

In  obedience  to  the  constitutional  requirement,  the  legislaturef 
of  this  state  passed  the  **  Act  for  the  organization  and  government 
of  the  University  of  Michigan,  approved  March  18th,  ISS?.** 
This  act  established  '*The  University  of  Miobigan/'  deciarea  its 
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object-^provides  for  iu  ^vernment  by  a  board  of  regents — the 
manner  and  term  of  their  appointment,  duties,  powers  and  other 
details  necessarily  connected  therewith.  An  act  amendatory  to 
the  last  named  act,  was  passed  June  21st,  1887.  An  act  to  lo- 
cate the  University  of  Michigan  in  or  near  the  village  of  Ann  Ar- 
bor, in  the  county  of  Washtenaw,  was  approved  March  20thi 
1837. 

These  several  enactments  form  the  basis  of  the  proceedinfi;8 
of  the  board  of  regents,  a  summar^r  of  which  is  now  given. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  June,  1837,  in  pursuance  of  a  notice  given 
by  the  Governor  of  the  state,  a  quorum  of  the  board  of  regents^ 
who  had  previously  appointed  by  him  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  met  at  Ann  Arbor  and  organized  under  pro- 
visions of  the  twenty-second  section  of  the  act  approved  March 
18th,  183.7.  A  secretary,  treasurer  and  librarian  were  then  ap- 
pointed. 

Under  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  20tb| 
1837,  the  regents  selected  a  site  for  the  University  buildings,  and 
obtained  a  satisfactory  title  to  forty  acres  of  land,  with  ri^t  to 
the  water  of  springs  adjacent,  and  the  right  of  way  for  the  con^ 
veyance  of  the  same  to  the  buildings  of  fie  University*  At  tint 
meeting  the  regents  resolved  that  the  following  branches  of  the 
University  be  established  as  soon  as  can  conveniently  be  dooei 
with  a  due  regard  to  the  public  interests,  viz : 

First,  one  in  the  first  senatorial  district. 

Second,  one  in  the  second  senatorial  district. 

Third,  two  in  the  third  do  do 

Fourth,  one  in  the  fourth  senatorial  district. 

Fifth,  three  in  the  fifth  senatorial  district ;  making  eight  branch^ 
es  in  all,  and  appropriated  MiOOi),  to  aid  in  the  p«iyment  of  teach- 
ers to  be  employed  in  the  branches  when  organised^ 

In  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  five  branches  have 
been  organized  and  are  now  in  operation,  viz ; 

At  Pontiac  in  the  county  of  Oakland,  to  which  a  principal  in« 
structor  was  appointed  September  15th,  1837  ;  at  Monroe,  in  the 
county  of  Monroe,  to  which  a  principal  instructor  was  appointed 
February  19th,  1838,  and  a  tutor  May  10th,  18S8 )  at  Kalamazoo/ 
in  the  county  of  Kalamazoo,  to  which  a  principal  instructor  waa 
appointed  May  1st,  1838 ;  at  Detroit,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  to 
which  a  principal  instructor  was  appointed  May  20th,  1838,  anfd 
a  tutor  June  20th,  1838  ;  at  Niles,  in  the  county  of  Berrien^  to 
which  a  principal  instructor  was  appointed  September  15th,  1538« 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  several  branches,  per  last  report  of 
the  principal  instructor,  is  as  follows  3 

At  Pontiac  27 

At  Monroe,  63 

▲l  Kalamazoo,  M 
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At  Detroit,  40 

At  Nites,  0 

Total  number  of  students  now  reported,        161 
or  the  above  number  of  students*  ten  will  be  qualified  in  1S89, 
as  teachers  for  common  schools,  and  six  for  the  University.     In 

1840,  say  September  first,  thirty  students  will  be  ready  to  enter 
the  freshman  or  perhaps  sophomore  classes  in  the  university.    In 

1841,  say  September  first,  thirty^fivo  students  will  be  prepared 
in  like  manner.  In  184%  say  September  first,  forty  students 
Will  be  prepared.  Total  students*  whose  parents  design  for  a  K« 
beral  education,  one  hundred  and  one,  with  ten  reported  as  destin*' 
ed  for  teachers.  The  balance  of  the  students,  now  in  the  branch^ 
es,  are  such  as  have  not  been  reported  by  themselves  or  parents, 
as  having  definitely  determined  upon  their  future  course  of  stth 
dies,  amounting  to  fifty  in  number.  The  regents  however  fee] 
assured,  that  peat  accessions  will  be  made  to  those  enumerated, 
of  such  as  will  be  prepared  to  enter  the  University  in  1841  and 
'42^  if  not  sooner.  And  they  cannot  forbear  the  remark*  as  mat^ 
ter  of  congratulation  to  the  state  at  large>  that  wherever  a  branch 
has  been  established,  it  has  not  only  received  the  decided  appro- 
bation and  support  of  the  inhabitants  in  its  immediate  vicintty»  but 
has  continued  regularly  to  increase  in  the  number  of  students 
from  term  to  term.  A  code  of  by  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  branches  has  been  adopted,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  sub- 
mitted. 

A  uniform  system  of  studies  for  the  branches,  has  thus  been 
adopted,  subject  however  to  such  alterations  as  experience  may 
suggest. 

The  system  of  branches,  their  organization>  board  of  visiters^ 
support  of  instructors,  in  a  word,  every  thing  connected  there* 
with,  beittg  a  new  and  heretofore  untried  experiment  in  our  coun- 
try, the  regents  sensibly  feel  that  they  have  much  to  learn,  and 
that  experience  is  the  best,  if  not  the  only  teacher.  They  there- 
fore feel  the  necessity  and  importance  of  proceeding  with  caution 
and  deliberation.  They  are  not  insensible  to  the  importatioe  of 
the  trust  confided  to  them,  that  of  establishing  a  permanent  (bun*- 
datlon  fbr  the  moral  and  intellectual  culture  of  our  rising  stats^ 

The  branches  thus  far  established^  have  been  only  Tor  boys* 
No  fenwle  branches  have  been  orgartized. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  legislature,  etititled  •^Afr 
act  to  authorise  the  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  lln^ 
^rsity  of  Michigan,**  approved  April  6th»  1888,  the  'loan  of  f  100,- 
000,  has  been  negotiated. 

A  valuable  cabinet  of  minerals,  from  European  a)td  other  lo- 
calities of  the  old  world,  has  been  purchased  and  h  wM  in  pos- 
session oC  the  regents.    For  this  object  $4,000  have  beea  appro- 
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priatedf  9I9OOO  of  which  have  been  paid  and  the  residue  is  to  be 
paid  in  aoouai  instalaients, 

A  professor  of  Botaoy  and  Zuology,  (the  oqly  profesapr  yet 
chosenO  was  appointed  on  tlie  17th  day  of  July,  1886. 

As  Doctor  Asa  Gray,  the  professor  above  mentioned,  wna 
about  to  visit  Europe,  in  part  on  bis  own  private  account,  and 
partly  in  discharge  of  his  professional  duties  to  the  University, 
the  sum  of  95,000  has  been  placed  at  his  disposal,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  as  the  commencement  of  a  University  librair. 
Arrangements  have  also  been  made,  through  this  gentleman,  ior 
obtaining  such  information  as  may  be  desirable  in  procuring  the 
most  modern  and  approved  apparatus  for  tjie  departtnwts  of  na- 
tural science. 

The  regents,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  le* 
gislature,  approved  March  16ih,  1887,  section  twenty-three,  have 
adopted  a  plan  for  the  University  buildings,  determined  upon  the 
materials  to  be  used  in  their  construction,  and  taken  such  other 
measures  as  were  thought  advisable  for  their  construction.  Pre- 
paratory to  this  object  a  suporintendent  of  the  buildinga  has  been 
appointed,  and  some  materials  purchased. 

The  expenditures  on  branches,  during  the  past  year, amount  to 
•7,800. 

The  estimate  for  the  current  year,  as  salaries  to  professors, 
principals  and  tutors  of  branches,  is  810,000  00 

For  University  buildings,  ft5,000  00 

Total  estimate  of  expenditures  in  1880,  84^000  00 
The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  reports  the  sum  of 
$0,171  49^100,  subject  to  the  warrant  of  the  auditor  general,  in 
&vor  of  the  treasurer  of  the  University,  and  that  the  further  sum 
of  82,000  or  88,000  may  yet  be  received,  being  interest  on  the 
University  fund. 

In  conclusion,  the  regents  would  congratulate  the  legislature, 
and  through  them,  the  citizens  of  Michigan,  whose  representatives 
they  are,  upon  the  flattering  auspices  under  which  this  great  mo- 
ral and  intellectual  institution  has  commenced*  Recognizing  the 
fact,  that  ''righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  and  that  ^m  is  a  re- 
proach to  any  people,"  the  regents  have  been  studiouely  careful, 
in  all  their  appointments,  not  only  to  select  instructors  of  high  in- 
tellectual attainment,  but  also  such  as  are  of  well  established  cha- 
racter for  their  reverence  and  confidence  in  the  attributes  of  the 
Boler  of  the  universe,  and  disposer  of  all  events^  as  he  has  reveal- 
ed himself  in  his  word*  who  recognise  his  law  as  always  bindinf 
and  forming  the  rule  of  our  actions. 

Under  such  instructors  only,  the  board  f<^  eonviaoed  tbej  oaa 
confidently  look  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  ufleTttbeta  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


two  SENATE  D(X:tJMENTS. 

perm&ndncy  of  that  institution,  the  care  of  which  has  been  in* 
trusted  to  them.  And  on  him  alone  would  they  rely  for  that  wis- 
dom which  shall  enable  them  so  to  educate  and  'Urain  up  the  youth 
of  our  state  in  the  way  they  should  go,  that  when  they  are  old 
they  may  not  depart  from  it.** 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  KEARSLEY, 
Z.  PITCHER, 
ROSS  WILKINS, 
Committee. 
Adopted  by  the  board,  January  5tb,  IMQ, 
Jktrmt,  Jan.  5tft,  1880. 


(No.  10.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  wh<mi  was 
referred  a  bill  to  repeal  tl^te  act  creating  the  office 
of  state  printer. 

The  committee  on  printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  re- 
peal the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
state  printer,  and  to  prescribe  his  powers  and  duties,''  respectfully 
report : 

That  they  have  had  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  on  ex- 
amination,  find  that  the  act  proposed  to  be  repealed,  not  only  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  state  printer,  but  also  imposes  many 
duties  on  that  officer,  which  he  is  required  by  the  act  to  perform. 

By  the  second  section  of  the  act  referred  to^  the  state  printer  is 
required  to  "print  at  the  seat  of  government  a  weekly  newspa- 
per, which  shall  be  deemed  the  state  paper,**  and  throughout  our 
whole  code  of  existing  laws,  the  state  paper  is  made  the  oi^gan 
for  the  publication  of  official  documents,  public  notices,  legal  ad- 
vertisements, &c« 

To  repeal  the  act,  therefore,  and  abolish  the  office,  would  pro- 
duce general  confusion  throughout  our  whole  system  of  laws. 

Your  committee  regard  the  office  of  state  printer  as  an  impor- 
tant and  necessary  office,  and  believe  his  powers  and  duties  to  be 
well  defined  in  the  act  creating  the  office,  and  which  is  now  pro- 
posed to  be  repealed. 

The  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  provide  that  the  state 
printer  shall  publish  forthwith  in  the  state  paper,  certified  copies 
of  all  laws  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  that  every  law  so  pub>» 
lished  may  be  read  in  all  courts  of  justice  in  the  state  for  six 
months  afbr  the  adjournment  of  the  session  of  the  I^islatore  pass- 
ing the  same. 
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This  is  a  very  important  and  valuable  provision.  Many  of 
the  acts  of  the  legislature  are  made  to  take  eflect  from  the  time 
ef  their  passage ;  and  every  act  which  does  not  expressly  pre- 
scribe the  time  when  the  same  shall  go  into  operation,  is,  by  pro- 
vision of  law,  made  to  take  effect  on  the  thirteenth  day  next  after 
its  approval  by  the  Governor.  It  is  impossible  to  print  and  bind- 
into  volumes  the  acts  of  the  session,  and  have  them  distributed 
among  the  people,  for  several  months  after  their  passage.  It  is 
important,  therefore^  that  some  means  should  be  provided  by 
which  the  acts  of  the  session  can  be  sooner  promulgated  among 
the  people*  authenticated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  entitle  them  to 
be  read  in  evidence  in  courts  of  justice.  Without  such  a  provi- 
sion, the  people  would  remain  ignorant  of  the  laws  for  months  af> 
ter  they  take  efifect,  and  would  not  be  able  to  use  them  as  legal 
evidence  in  judicial  proceedings,  until  the  bound  volumes  were 
distributed,  without  being  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  obuining 
certified  copies  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate.  To  au- 
thorize all  the  public  journals  of  the  state  indiscriminately  to  pub- 
lish the  laws,  and  permit  the  laws  so  published  to  be  read  in  evi- 
dence in  courts  of  justice,  would  not  only  be  dangerous  to  the  in- 
terest of  the  people,  but  would  also  greatly  enhance  the  expense 
attending  their  publication. 

The  remaining  sections  of  the  act,  from  five  to  eleven  inclusive, 
define  the  duties  which  the  state  printer  is  required  to  perform  for 
the  legislature  and  public  oflicers. 

Those  duties  are  clear  and  specific,  and  must  necessarily  be 
performed  by  some  printer  under  the  regulations  of  law.  Should 
the  act  under  consideration  be  repealed,  it  would  be  necessary  to 

;)rov]de  immediately  by  legislative  enactment  for  the  public  print* 
ng,  and  until  it  is  shown  that  the  public  interest  requires  it,  your 
committee  cannot  see  the  propriety  or  expediency  of  the  legisla* 
ture  laying  aside  the  necessary  and  more  important  business  of 
the  session,  to  repeal  the  present  law  providing  for  the  publio 
printing,  when  it  is  so  obvious  that  another  act  similar  in  all  re-> 
spects  to  the  one  proposed  to  be  repealed,  would  immediately  be 
necessary  for  that  purpose. 

But,  if  the  object  of  the  repeal  is  to  remove  the  state  printer,  it 
18  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  such  repeal  would  not  ef» 
feet  its  object 

The  first  section  of  the  act  creating  the  office  of  state  printer 
provides  <<that  there  shall  be  an  officer  of  this  state  to  be  called 
the  state  printer,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  a  concurrent  vote  c( 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  hold  his  office  un- 
til removed  by  a  like  vote." 

By  reference  to  the  journals  of  the  legislature  of  the  session  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  it  appears  that  John  S.  Bagg 
was  appointed  state  printer,  by  the  concurrent  vote  of  the  Senate 
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and  House  of  Representatives  as  provided  in  the  act*    Where  no 
mode  is  pointed  out  by  law  for  the  removal  of  an  officer,  a  ra* 

Ceal  of  the  law  creatirg  the  office  is  sufficient  to  vacate  the  same ; 
ut  where  the  mode  is  specifically  pointed  out  in  the  act  creating 
the  office,  for  the  removal  of  officers  appointed  and  holding  under 
the  provisions  of  such  act,  such  officer  can  only  be  removed  in 
the  manner  prescribed. 

The  act  creating  the  offiqe  of  state  printer  distinctly  declares 
that  he  ''shall  hold  his  office  until  removed,**  by  a  like  vote  by 
which  he  was  appointed,  viz ;  a  concurrent  vote  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives ;  a  repeal  of  the  act  therefore  would 
not  vacate  the  omce,  but  would  merely  take  away  the  powers 
and  duties  from  the  state  printer,  which  are  prescribed  in  that 
act. 

But  conceding  that  the  legislature  may  legally  remove  the  state 
printer  by  a  repeal  of  the  act  by  which  he  now  holds  his  appoints 
ment,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  would  be  doing 
that  officer  injustice  to  do  so,  unless  it  be  first  shown  Uiat  he  has 
failed  to  discharge  his  duties,  or  that  the  public  interest  requires 
his  removal. 

The  office  of  public  printer  is  in  one  important  respect  difier* 
ent  from  other  offices.  In  general,  nothing  is  required  of  a  pub* 
lie  officer  but  the  abilities  requisite  to  enable  him  to  discharge 
his  duties,  while  in  that  of  public  printer,  extensive  preparations 
are  necessary  in  the  purchase  of  stock,  paper,  &c.,  which  must 
be  obtained  before  the  n  eeting  of  the  legislature,  in  order  to  be 
prepared  for  a  prompt  execution  of  the  public  work. 

If  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  repeal  of  tlie  present  law  be  to 
provide  that  each  house  shall  select  its  own  printer,  your  con?o 
mittee  would  urge  still  stronger  the  inexpedien::y  of  the  repeal. 
Until  the  present  law  authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  state  print* 
er  was  enacted,  each  branch  of  the  legislature  was  in  the  prac- 
tice of  selecting  ils  own  printer.  Under  that  system,  the  expcn* 
ses  of  the  state  for  public  printing  were  liable  to  be  increased  far 
beyond  what  is  incurred  under  the  present  law,  for  the  same 
amount  of  work  done.  Suppose  for  instance,  at  the  present  ses- 
sion, each  house  had  its  separate  printer,  the  annual  message  of 
the  Executive,  and  the  voluminous  reports  of  our  public  officers, 
which  are  now  printed  for  both  houses,  from  the  same  type» 
would  in  that  case,  have  to  be  set  up  in  each  office,  which  would 
greatly  increase  the  expense  beyond  what  it  now  is. 

Section  thirteen  of  the  act  declares  ''that  for  the  services  per* 
formed  for  the  state  under  the  provisions  of  this  act»  the  stata 
printer  shall  receive  such  compensation  as  shall  be  provided  for 
in  the  annual  appropriation  bill  or  bills  of  each  session,  promded^ 
said  compensation  snail  not  exceed  Uie  amount  to  which  printers 
would  be  entitled*  by  tha  current  prices  of  printipg.*' 
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This  section  of  the  act  proposed  to  be  repealed,  it  will  be  seen, 
leaves  the  whole  matter  with  the  legislature  to  say  how  mucb 
the  state  printer  shall  reooive.  Unless  we  distrust  ourselves,  we 
ought  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  right  which  the  legislature  have, 
under  the  act  in  question,  to  pay  a  fair  and  reasonable  price  for 
the  public  printing,  and  no  more. 

The  present  stale  printer  has  been  at  great  expense  in  prepa- 
ring to  do  the  public  printing  with  neatness  and  despatch,  and 
in  furnishing  stock,  materials,  &c.  for  that  purpose.  He  has  a 
bindery  attached  to  his  printing  office,  which  affords  great  facili- 
ties for  preparing  the  laws  of  each  session  for  distribution  among 
the  people,  and  your  committee  can  see  no  good  reason  why  the 
act  should  be  repealed ;  nor  do  they  believe  that  the  public  inter- 
est requires  his  removal  from  office. 

Entertaining  these  views,  your  committee  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  bill  referred  to  them  oueht  not  to  pass ;  and  they  ask 
leave  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject.   All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

E.  6.  HARRINGTON,  Chairman, 


(No.  11.) 
Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  on  the  pe^ 
tition  for  an  increase  of  Masters  in  Chancery  in 
Wayne  county. 

The  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Alex.  D.  Frazer  and  others,*  for  the  passage  of  an  act 
to  increase  the  number  of  masters  in  chancery  in  the  county  of 
Wayne^  respectfully  report : 

That  they  can  see  no  good  reason  why  the  number  of  Masters 
in  chancery  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  or  in  any  other  county  in 
the  state,  should  be  confined  to  three. 

They  therefore  recommend  a  repeal  of  the  proviso  to  section 
24,  chapter  6,  title  1  of  part  Sd  of  the  revised  statu'teSi  and  bring 
in  a  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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CNo.  12.) 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Geologist* 

Office  of  State  Gkoloout,  ) 
Detroit,  Ftb.  4,  1839.      ) 
To  the  Hon.  President  of  the  Senate : 

Sir — I  nave  the  honor  to  transmit  to  the  legislature  the  ac 
companying  reports  and  documents,  setting  forth  the  prepress 
\yhich  has  been  made  in  the  geological  survey  for  the  current 
year,  ending  February  3,  1839. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 
Your  ob't  serv^t, 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 

.State  GedoguL 


Office  of  State  Geoixmsibt, 
Detroit,  Feb.  4,  1839. 
To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  Michigan  i 

In  conformity  with  the  requisitions  of  your  honorable  body,  I 
herewith  transmit  such  information^  touching  the  progrfess  and 
general  results  of  the  works  placed  under  my  charge,  as  would 
appear  to  be  called  for  in  an  annual  report ;  reserving  the  gretft 
mass  of  matter  which  has  been  accumulated,  with  the  view  to  an 
elucidation  of  the  condition  and  resources  of  our  state,  for  s,  final 
report. 

Immediately  upon  the  reception  of  an  act  *'  relative  to  the  geo- 
logical survey,"  approved  March  22,  1838,  I  procoeded,  in  con* 
formity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  said  act,  to  organize  & 
geological  board,  ai.d  to  divide  the  complete  work  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  constitute  a  geological  and  mineralogical,  a  zoological, 
a  botanical,  and  a  topographical  department. 

At  as  early  a  day  as  circumstances  would  permit,  the  heads  oif 
eacli  of  these  departments  took  the  field,  and  continued  their  ar- 
duous duties  until  the  inclemency  of  the  season  compelled  a  sus- 
pension of  labor ;  since  which  time  thev  have  been  busily  enga- 
ged in  arranging  the  great  amount  of  information  which  has  been 
obtained  in  such  a  manner  that  it  may  eventually  be  made  avail- 
able. 

My  individual  labor  has  been  chiefly  devoted  to  an  examination 
of  the  coast  of  those  portions  of  our  state  bordering  on  lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Michigan,  together  with  so  much  of  the  interior  of  the 
peninsula  as  circumstances  would  permit.  I  have  also  devoted 
a  portion  of  the  past  season  to  a  general  examination  of  some  of 
the  southern  and  central  counties  of  the  state,  preparatory  to  the 
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more  minute  exftmitiatidn  which  hasr  been  commendod  ftnd  which 
it  IB  proposed  to  renew  with  the  tirst  opening  of  spring. 

The  geo^aphical  inrornwttoo  vespeotii^g  the  northern  portion 
of  this  petiinfluia  is  so  imperfectly  onderst^,  that,  were  it  at  thai 
time  desirable,  it  would  be  impossible  to  lay  before  you  the  mi* 
mite  results  of  the  etamination  in  that  portion  c^  the  state,  in 
such  a  mamier  as  to  be  intelligible,  unless  accompanied  with  com* 
plete  new  maps,  which  could  not  be  expected  to  be  forwarded  in 
a  report,  that  at  most,  can  only  be  looked  upon  as  setting  fcMrth^ 
in  a  general  manner,  the  progress  of  ihe  work  piaoed  under  my 
Cbarget 

NORTHERN  PART  OF*  THE  PENINSULA. 
Toppgrt^a^  and  Chneral  Cbamoier. 
The  Goumry  under  conaideratkii^  lying  west  of  Saginaw  bayt* 
and  extending  north  from  townships  ten  and  eleven  north,  to  the 
etrails  of  Mackinac,  has  t>een  so  imperfectly  known  to  the  citiieena 
of  our  state  thai  no  estimale  of  its  vaine  could  be  made.  No  cii^ 
oaniftances  have  oceorred  to  aid  in  developing  its  resoorces,  andl 
•from  the  forbidding  character  of  most  of  the  coast,  it  has  very 
oaiarally  been  oonsidered  as  a  flat  country,  worthless,  except  fir 
the  immense  tracts  of  pine  timber  which  were  supposed  to  exist 
in  it ;  botli  of  which  suppositions  are,  to  a  great  extent,  without 
(bundafion.    It  is  true,  however,  that  the  northern  portions  of  the 

Kninsula  are  chfiracteriaed  by  a  larger  proportion  of  irreclairaa- 
»  marsh  than  is  to  be  found  in  tlw  souttem  counties,  yet  not- 
wfthslandiag  this,  many  portions  are  not  inferior  to  the  other  parts 
of  the  state. 

Several  streams  of  considerable  sise  occur  on  the  northern  part 
of  the  peninsula;  among  the  most  important  of  which  are  the 
Mask^i  White,  Pere  Marquette,  Manistee  and  Platte  on  the 
waat ;  Cheboigan  on  the  north,  and  Tiinnder  Bay,  Au  Sable,  Fere 
and  Ttttabawnssa  rivers  on  the  cast. 

The  Maskego  river,  which  is  the  largest  of  the  streams  eoume- 
rated,  has  its  principal  source  in  a  group  of  large  inland  lakes 
situated  west  of  the  meridian,  in  about  ranges  three  and  four  west, 
and  towns  twenty*two  and  twenty-three  north.  These  lakes  are 
nhnost  completely  surrounded  by  nearly  impenetrabfo  swamps, 
covering  a  large  portion  of  the  area  of  from  seven  to  eiffht  town- 
ships, ti^  chief  p  )rtioi|8  of  which  may  safely  be  said  to  be  utterly 
irreclaimable.  From  one  of  the  principal  lakes  of  the  group  men- 
Itonsd,  the  Maskego  river  runs  southwesterly  in  a  line  partially 
parallel  with  the  coast  of  Lake  Michigan,  receiving  numerous 
tributaries,  until  it  finally  diseharges  its  waters  into  the  last  men- 
tioned lake,  in  town  ten  ncMrth,  range  seventeen  west  The 
stream  through  its  whole  course  is  extremety  crooked,  and  its 
Mai  length,  inehiding  iu  windings,  amy  be  eatimamd  at  about 
34 
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mcr  hutidfed  miles.  The  uraiOMTa  deioeiid  wild  ata  exlvomeljr  m^ 
pid,  though  for  the  siofft  part  uniform  eurreott  aad  their  depth  it 
voi'y  regaiftt.  The  sirenoi  is  eapoMe  of  being  easily  made  navi- 
nbie  iur  ateambqatii^  oearlyi  if  oot  ^uito»  to  the  labe  which  forme 
itaeoarce«  I^arge  portions  of  the  lands  situated  upoo  this  atreatu 
are  weU  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  agricuUurei  and  although  the 
great  minority  are  timbered  lands,  thete  isi  nevertbeies^,  a  auffioieat 
amotiiH  of  prairie  to  greatly  iaoilitate  the  settleoieai  of  the  sOx- 
aroandi^g  couatry. 

.  The  M^skego,  like. almost  all  the  streemeop  the  vireel^rn  side 
of  Lake  Michigan,  first  discharges  its  waters  into  a  small  hdhe 
that  is  senarated  only  by  a  verjr  slight  dj^nce  from  the  main  lake. 
The  JVfaskego  river  may  be  said  to  famish  one  of  the  best  natural 
**  stream"  harbors  which  i«  found  upon  Lake  Michigan. 
.  The  THtabaswatsa  oa  the  eastt<  which  is  one  of  the  branelies  of 
the  Saginaw  rivert  haa  ita  soanie  not  very  hr  distant  inm  ihat 
tA  the  Masl^gOp  and  the  ttpper  portion,  of  »la  course  is  osarijr 
parallel  to  the  latter  stream*  the  Maskega  betag  upon  die  weal 
tfde  of  tbeaommit*  wrhUe  &e  Tinabawassa  is  upon  the  eaelevii 
sMk  The  latter  atreani)  gradually  ourving  to  the  east*  dtschargitt 
ice  ttpaters  through  the  Saginaw  riVer  into  Saginaw  bay  of  Ldie 
flnred. 

The  Tittabawassa  is  aavigabie  foe  boata^  of  light  dratqiht  hr  ci 
flistanee  of  from  forty  to  fifty  miles^  above  which  it  isoSsKacied 
by  numeroQs  rapids,  that  wiH  furnish,  if  properly  apphedt  an 
abundance  of  hv^raulic  power.  The  surroundbg  oxn^y  ie  sMl- 
fliderably  elevateds  and  the  banks  of  the  stream  sometimee  tiee 
quite  abruptly  to  a  height  of  from  twenty  to  forty  or  efen  fifty 
teet.  Portions  of  the  lands  in  the  viointty  of  the  river  are^  of  good 
i]uaitty  and  weU  adapted  to  agricultare ;  but  other  portions  occur 
where  the  soil  is  of  a  light  samly  character  and  will  require  taMieb 
kibor  to  render  it  productive.  Sonae  valuable  tracts  of  white  pine 
exist  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Tittabawassa,  but  in  coaasqiMKnee  ef 
the  ravaffes  of  fire^  which  has  beeik  oommuiiicated  from  Indian 
campS)  jrine  itiquaotittes  is  rarety  seen  upon  the  immediflde  baohe 
of  the  river. 

The  A«  Sable  end  Thunder  Bay  rivers  are  both  capable  of 
.being  made  exoeUent  harbors  for  take  shtppiag,  and  they  are 
atremae  of  cansideraUe  magnitude.  The  former  may  be  rendered 
navigable;  but  to  what  distanee  I  am  not  able  to  say^  The  nati- 
gatioa  of  (he  latter  stream  is  obstructed  near  its  momh  by  n  sariee 
of  rapids,  the  bed  of  the  stream  being  composed  ef  iimesloiie  arr 
^ploce. 

The  water  of  most  of  the  other  streams  enumesaled^  Khe  those 
already  mentiooed,  flows  with  a  biisk  cnrrent  and  sooseiilnee  wilb 
.great  rapidity.  The  beds  of  the  streams  are  chiefly  eompesed  of 
a  yellow  aaod,  and  ^le  depth  it  lemarkably  uaiferna.    Jim  $km' 
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dauoa  of  iurdmoHa  power  will  bq  rumished,  but  the  nfmiy  ^- 
racter  of  too  soil,  more  particularly  upon  the  eastern  s)ope,  will 
iOQietiincs  render  it  difficult ,  to  ^ocure  from  aocident  tte  dams 
which  may  be  erected. 

The  country  north  of  the  southern  boundary  of  Arenac  county 
and  east  of  the  meridian,  so  far  as  examined,  is  on  the  whole  but 
ill  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  being  chiefly  composed 
of  sandy  ridges  with  mtervcniiig  swales,  and  rising  sograuually 
towards  the  central  portions  ot  the  stale  as  to  leave  the  country 
extremely  flat^  There  are,  however,  many  valuable  tracts  of 
white  pine,  which  will  serve  to  render  this  portion  of  the  state  of 
tome  importance,  Yellpw  pine,  well  adapted  for  Ij^t  spar^^also 
abounds. 

A  larce  portion  of  the  immediate  shores  of  the  lakQ  is  CQinpose^} 
of  marsh, 

Ao  exception  to  the  flatness  of  the  country  exists  in  an  elevated 
district  commencing  U  high  hills  a  little  south  of  Thunder  Bay 
river  and  stretching  in  a  southwesterly  direction  towards  the  heac| 
of  Lal^e  Migbigan.  This  range»  at  its  commencement,  is  usually 
known  as  the  highlands  of  the  Au  Sable.  These  hills  follow  ih^ 
line  of  bearing  oT  the  rock  formation,  and  no  doubt  extend  diago- 
nally completely  across  the  state,  forming  a  portion  of  the  summit 
of  the  more  northern  part  of  the  peninsula. 

The  greater  portion  of  the  country,  after  passing  the  summit 
west  of  the  meridian,  is  of  a  chnracter  totally  dijfferent  from  that 
just  described.  From  the  site  of  old  Mackinac,  at  the  vf^^y  ex^ 
tremity.of  the  peninsula,  south  to  the  Manistee  river,  a  direct 
distance  of  about  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  the  immediate 
shores  of  the  lake  are  almost  invariablv  considerablv  elevated* 
sometimes  rising  abruptly  to  a  height  of  from  three  nundred  Co 
four  hundred  feet.  The  country,  (more  particularly  the  northern 
portions,)  as  we  proceeded  into  the  interior,  continues  to  riset 
until  it  attains  an  altitude  probably  quite  equal,  if  not  superior,  to 
oay  otlier  portion  of  the  peniosuk.  This  is  more  partiouiariy  the 
G40e  in  ^  vicinity  of»  and  south  aast  from  Little  and  Grand  Trai* 
varae  ba va«  Here  the  surfaioe  is  coasideraUy  broken  by  devatai 
rJMJges  </liiuerock,  which  are,  ^^thout  doubt,  a  cootinaation  of  the 
lijpie  of  bearing  of  the  great  limestone  formation  of  Wmaomitu 
.  lo  proceeding  south  from  Grand  Traverste  bay,  (ho  iotarior  of 
tba  cpuntry  would  appear  to  become  lesn  elevated>  or  gredttaltir' 
ti»  iall  away  to  the  southeast,  while  tbe  devaUoo  of  the  coast  i§ 
iH^^Asod ;  a  oircuinfitance  which  will  servo  to  aceoont  Sot  tha 
scleral  direction  of  the  two  principal  streams^  the  Maak^  mad 
Tittabawassa  rivers.  The  elevated  shores  of  Lake  Mioiiigao, 
which  wh^  vjewed  from  a  distance  have  the  appearancaof  a«Hk 
ai«  found  in  reality  to  be  compoae^,  except  jo  the  r^oaal  aaori 
^MJPSf 'Pf  altornatwig  lay€^  of  «i  bigWy  miyriy  day  and  j 
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l*he  hitly  Iimeflitone  region  to  wliich  allusion  has  been  made,  to  ' 
mostly  heavily  timt)ered  5vith  beech  and  maple,  and  although  por- 
tions of  it  are  rather  broken,  it  is  as  a  whole  admirably  adapted  to 
the  purposes  of  agriculture. 

After  leaving  the  limestone  district,  in  passing  south  the  country 
becomes  more  variable,  the  soil  sometimes  assuming  a  sandv 
character.  The  face  of  the  country  is  also  generally  more  level, 
although  some  districts  ai^  considerably  rough. 

This  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula  is  usually  regarded  by 
the  inhabitants  of  our  state  as  possessing  too  rifforous  a  climate 
to  admit  of  agriculture,  but  this  is  an  error  vrhich  deserves  to  be 
corrected.  The  Ottawa  Indians,  residing  on  Little  Traverse  bay, 
and  who  have  somewhat  extensive  cultivated  fields  in  the  elevated 
limestone  district  of  the  interior,  more  particularly  in  the  vicinity 
of  one  of  the  southwestern  forks  of  the  Cheboi^n  river,  inform 
me  that  their  crops  of  corn  have  not  failed  within  their  recoUeC" 
tion  to  yield  largely ;  and  certainly  I  never  saw  finer  corn  than 
in  some  of  their  fields. 

The  soil  of  these  lands  is  strictly  a  "  wanri*  one,  and  exposed 
as  it  is  to  the  vivifying  influences  of  the  southern  winds  during 
the  summer,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  productive.  In  this  respect  the 
country  on  the  western  slope  is  precisely  the  opposite  of  that  on 
the  northerly  and  easterly  slopes,  for  this  latter  district  is  con- 
stantly subject  to  the  chilling  influence  of  the  northerly  winds 
from  Lake  Superior,  an  influence  which  even  the  most  cursory 
observer  could  hardly  fail  to  notice.  This  difierence  of  circum- 
stances, even  were  the  character  of  the  soil  similar  open  the  op- 
posite sides  of  the  peninsula,  could  not  fail  materially  to  aflect  the 
value  of  tlie  lands  for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  adding  to  the 
value  of  those  of  one  district  while  it  would  detrs^ct  from  those  of 
the  oth^r. 

Rocks. 
The  examinations  of  the  past  year,  in  the  northern  and  unset-, 
tied  portions  of  the  peninsula,  have  been  wholly  of  a  general  dui-  ■ 
nieter,  and  were  made  with  a  view  of  determining,  as  for  as  poa- 
aible,  the  precise  points  to  which  the  minute  examinations  can, 
hereafter,  be  directed  with  the  greatest  profit  These  examina- 
tbns  cannot  be  completed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  ua  to 
delineate  the  geology  of  that  country  upon  our  nwpe,  until  the 
United  States'  litmar  surveys  be  compleled.  These  latter  8ur> 
veys,  which  during  the  past  year  have  been  extended  as  far  north 
tetown  twenty-six,  have  nearly  reached  a  portion  of  the  penin* 
sohi,  which,  in  a  geologioal  point  of  view,  is  possessed  of  the 
highest  interest.  Several  parties  of  surveyors  are  now  nearly  in 
mdinass  to  commence  the  work  north  of  the  town  mentkniedr 
und  we  ooiifideQtly  hope,  that  during  the  ensuing  year  the  <Mef 
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part  of  the  flubdiyisioDs  which  remain  to  be  dofje,  may  be  com* 
pleted. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  at  this  time,  to  enter  into  a  minute  des- 
cription of  the  order  of  superposition  of  the  rocks,  over  the  large 
area  of  country  under  consideration,  nor  would  it  be  possible, 
were  it  desirable,  to  present  the  subject  to  you  in  such  a  shape  as 
to  render  it  intelligible  withont  the  aid  of  diagrams.  The  accom- 
panying descriptions  will,  therefore,  be  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  those  points  at  which  the  out-crop  of  rock  occurs  under  such 
circumstances  that  it  may  be  made  available  for  practical  purpo- 
ses, together  with  such  suggestions  as  the  circmnstances  may 
appear  to  warrant 

The  rocks  of  this  northern  portion  of  the  peninsula  may  be  re- 
garded as  referable  to  the  great  carboniferous  group  of  the  state, 
a  position  to  which  their  fossil  contents  is  amply  sufficient  to  sub- 
stantiate their  claim.  In  this  respect  they  coincide  with  the  rocks 
beretoibre  described  as  occupying  the  southern  counties ;  never- 
theless, it  must  be  borne  in  orfnd,  as  there  stated,  that  these  rocks 
occupy  a  very  diflbrent  position  in  the  series. 

The  rocks  of  the  district  under  consideration  consist  of  a  suc- 
cession of  fimestones,  with  intervening  shales,  sandstones  and 
days;  and  as  we  approach  the  very  extremity  of  the  peninsula, 
the  limestone  is  shattered,  in  a  manner  simitar  to  that  exhibited  by 
the  sandstone  in  the  southern  counties  of  the  state. 

The  Bne  of  bearing  of  the  members  constituting  this  group  of 
rocks,  not  only  in  the  northern  but  likewise  in  the  southern  por- 
tion of  the  peninsula,  is  recniarly  northeasterly  and  southwesterly, 
a  direction  which  it  is  believed  the  rocks  upon  the  opposite  side 
of  Lake  Michigan  will  also,  at  least  to  a  certain  extent,  be  found 
to  pursue.  The  general  characters  of  the  separate  portions  of 
the  group  are  preserved,  in  a  remarkaUy  distinct  manner,  at 
great  distances,  and  the  mineral  contents  are  but  little  varied. 

My  examinations  would  lead  me  to  mfer  that  the  coal  of  the 
central  portions  of  our  state,  and  that  upon  the  Illinois  river,  is 
embraced  in  a  rock  which  belongs  to  tnc  same  portion  of  the 
great  basin ;  a  conclusion  which,  if  borne  out,  will  aid  much  in 
determining  some  important  points,  respecting  the  relation  which 
the  neighboring  rocks  bear  to  each  other. 

I  am  also  led  to  conclude  that  that  portion  of  the  rock  series 
which,  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  embraces  the  ores  of  lead,  b 
identical  with  a  portion  of  the  rock  formation  which  (K^curs  in  the 
northern  part  of  our  own  state ;  a  circumstance  which  might 
&irly  have  been  inferred  from  the  general  line  of  bearing  of  the 
rock.  Whether  this  extension  of  the  rock  also  contains  that  mi- 
neral, in  sufficient  quantities  to  be  of  any  practical  value,  remains 
yet  to  be  determined. 
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A  idigbt  glance  at  the  m^  of  our  state  will  auffici^dv  expiaiil 
the  relation  which  Saginaw  bay,  of  Lake  Huron,  holds  to  the 
litw  of  bearing  already  meotiooed  This  sreat  arm  of  that  lafce, 
Wretches  in  a  southwesterly  direction^  nnaking  a  deep  indeotatioq 
in  the  peninsula,  and  occupying  a  denuded  space  in  the  sandstone 
just  at  that  ppint  where  the  latter  comes  in  contact  with  the  lime- 
stone of  the  north.  Thus,  while  the  southerly  portions  of  the  bay 
are  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  alsrupt,  but  low  clifis  U 
saadstone*  which  rock  giay  be  traced  in  a  south w^terly  direction 
CQiicipietely  across,  tiie  penittsula»  the  opposite^  or  northerly  shore^ 
is  not  jess  marked  by  tne  occurrence  ot  limerock,  which  stretch*-. 
es  in  a  like  manner,  southwesterly  to  Lake  Michigan.  This 
liinestDoe  /orms  several  of  the  headlands  and  small  islaipds  of  Sa- 
ginaw bay  and  Iiake  Huron*  wad  also  occasionally  appears  in  the 
beds  of  the  streams,  giviqg  riae  to  rapids  near  tl$mr  plac^  of  em- 
bouchure. 

In  proceeding  northerly  from  the  mouth  of  Saginaw  river,  lime- 
stone is  first  noticed,  forming  the*  very  extremity  of  Point  au 
Grais.  Quarries  have  been  opened  here,  and  a  rough  buildiqg 
fltpne  obtained  It  is  of  compact  structure,  tolerably  adapted  to 
resist  the  action  of  the  elements,  aud  beinj?  sitgated,  as  it  is,  in 
euch  a.  manner  that  tlie  stone  may  be  readily  auarried  and  trans^ 
ported,  it  isa  point  from  which  the  country  m  ine  vicinity*  of  Sagi* 
naw  river  may  be  more  economically  sujpj^iied  with  this  cbarac* 
ter  of  stone*  than  iromany  other.  By  judicbus  selectiont  portions 
pf  it  may  be  made  use  of  for  the  n^aouiacture  of  Ume,  out  the 
great  mass  is  of  too  silicious  a  character  to  admit  of  use  ibr  that 
purpose. 

Limestone  still  more  silicious  in  its  composilipn,  occurs  on  the 
Charity  islands,  where  it  may  be  quarried  to  a  limited  extent,  and 
will  answer  a  good  purpose  for  rough  walhu  The  rock  of  these 
islands,  for  the  reason  already  stated,  will  scarcely  admit  of  bci^g 
applied  to  use  for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  That  at  Great  Cha- 
nty island  contains  l^rge  quantities  of  embedded  Qhert* 

Between  Charity  iskods  and  the  southerly  cape  of  Thunder 
Bay,  limestone  appears  at  short  intervals,  hut  at  such  low  levels 
(usually  iorming  the  bed  of  the  lake,)  as  to  be  of  no  practical  ya* 
]ue.  At  this  latter  point  the  rock  occurs  in  an  abrufSt  cliil^  whieh 
rises  directly  from  the  water,  to  a  height  of  from  ten  to  twenty 
feet,  and  is  continued  for  the  distance  qf  half  a  mile. 

The  limerock  alternates  with  layers  of  a  fissile  clay  slate,  the 
latter  of  which  composes  about  iwo-thirds  of  the  whole  ou^crm^ 
ping  rock  forming  the  face  of  the  cliff.  The  limestone  may  he 
easily  quarried,  and  portions  of  it  would  answer  tolerably  well 
for  architectural  purposes,  but  as  a  whole,  in  consequence  of  the 
irregular  shapes  into  which  the  rock  is  liable  to  separate,  it  is  c^ 
inferior  quality. 
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At  a  dkUkaoB  of  tfomelhilig  kM  Ibito  two  BMle9»  tontheMl^oin 
the  cliff  just  mentioDodt  a  dark  colored  and  bigbly  bitomiiioiM 
shale  oooursy  fwrmii^  a  amall  Maud.  TbU  island^  which»  doriog 
the  past  season*  in  eonseqysqce  of  thobwh  waler«  has  bow  noar- 
ly  sobmeiifi^  is  osuaUy  denominated  StMpber  island. 

This  bHnnNeoiis  sliale.  whkh  is  seen  to  eatteiMl  a  considerable 
distaoee  erewd*  forming  the  bed  of  the  lake,  dips  below  the  lime- 
stone just  described*  and  may  be  regaided  as  of  do  gcaat  Ihich- 
iMSs*  Sasall  fpecfcs  mi  nodules  of  iron  pyritss  ara  eanbc^kled  in 
Ati  and  so  eompleteiy  is  the  whole  mass  satiNratad  with  Utuoien, 
thai  when  throvrai  upon  "  the  fiie«"  k  blazes  freely.  From  this 
eiremnstanco  it  has  been  mistahen  for  coal,  and  considerable 
qaaiititiee  of  ii  wens  acteally  shipped  to  DetiYHti  tinder  ibis  delu- 
sive supposition. 

limestone  is  agan  seen  in  the  bed  of  Thunder  Bay  rivof >  at 
a  <&taaoe  of  aUwt  one  mile  from  its  inouth«  Over  the  <mi  anip^ 
pmg  edge  of  the  rock  the  iMieredeseead  h)  a  seriea  of  very  brink 
rapids ;  and  the  stream  is  capable  of  fumisbittg  a  greater  amoiint 
cf  bydrauiie  power,  at  this  point,  than  has  been  noticed  at  any 
single  plaee  on  the  peninsula.  Were  it  not  that  die  sandy  aatttre 
-of  the  banks  would  render  much  care  necessary  in  order  to  make 
the  works  secure,  it  might  be  very  cheaply  applied ;  and  occur- 

ana  it  does,  near  the  oooutb  of  a  lerge  stream*  which  will  fur- 
a  ftafe  harbor  for  lake  vessels,  (to  great  value  of  this  im- 
mease  power,  for  applicatioa  to  mechanii^  purposes^  cannot  foil 
to  be  eventually  appveeialecL 

liaestone  was  not  observed  at  any  point  upon  Thunder  Bay 
river,  suflicietttly  elevated,  to  admit  of  its  being  auaarriedw 

Lime  rock  alao  ocours  at  t)ie  northerly  cape  oi  Thunder  Bay, 
the  Thunder  Bay  islands  and  Mkldle  island,  as  alao  at  several  in* 
termediate  plaoes  upoD  the  coaat ;  but  it  chiefly  oceun  aitbor  he- 
kw  the  water  of  the  kkei  or  so  tittle  elevated  above  it  as  scarce* 
ly  to  be  capable  of  being  turned  to  any  ooosiderahle  praotioal 
aocoaoi. 

Outer  Thunder  Bay  island  is  composed  of  iimastoii^  cnveredl 
in  parti  by  a  very  thin  deposite»  chiefly  of  vegetable  matter.  Aa 
inforier  coarse  buikUi^  ilone  nMy  be  obtained,  in  considerable 
quantities,  upon  this  island,  but  it  is  extremely  irregular  in  shape 
and  net  of  the  most  durable  charaeter. 

The  somberly  portion  of  outer  Thunder  Bay  island  is  oompee> 
ed  of  a  shelly  or  sob»slatv,  siJieious  liibestofie,  considerably  charg- 
ed with  bitumen,  and  ahnost  wheily  eoaEiposed  of  a  congeriee 
of  fossih,  the  animal  matter  of  which  has  undoubtedly  given  rise 
to  the  bituminout  character  of  the  rock,  k  possesses  much  inte- 
rest in  a  seientific  point  of  view,  but  is  of  no  value  for  any  pras' 
utMlpnrposeik 
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Modi  of  the  surface  of  MkhHe  island  is  eoinposed  of  loose 
masses  of  a  limestone,  which  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  manu- 
facture of  lime.  Occuring,  as  these  masses  do,  of  a  convenient 
size,  the  labor  of  quarrying  is  saved*  while  the  nmnufactured  lime 
may  be  safely  and  conveniently  shipped.  The  manufacture  of 
lime,  for  the  counties  bordering  on  the  lower  rivers,  may  be  safe- 
ly and  economically  carried  on  at  tixis  point*  Several  kilns  have 
already  been  burned  upon  the  island. 

Between  Middle  island  and  Forty  Mile  point,  limerock  appears 
at  intervals,  forming  the  bed  of  the  lake.  The  rock  was  not  no- 
ticed, at  any  place,  to  rise  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  al- 
though it  is'of  a  compact  and  regular  structure,  and  well  adapted 
for  practical  use,  its  submerged  situation  will  efectually  pi^eveot 
its  application  to  any  useful  purpose. 

Limerock  again  occurs  at  the  straits  of  Mackinac,  and  in  the 
vicinity.  It  appears  upon  the  island  of  Mackinac,  together  wilfc 
Bois  Blanc,  Round  and  9t«  Martin's  islands,  as  also  upon  the  north- 
em  peninsula,  north  from  Mackinac. 

The  island  of  Mackinac,  which  has  a  circumference  of  about 
nine  miles,  rises  in  rocky  clifis  upon  its  easterly  and  southeast- 
erly portions,  very  abruptly,  to  a  height  varying  from  one  hundred 
and  twenty  to  one  hundred  add  fifiy  feet. 

The  site  of  the  present  Fort  Mackinac  is  elevated  one  hundred 
and  fitly  feet  above  the  water  of  the  lake.  Beyond  the  first  ele^ 
vation,  upon  which  the  fort  is  situated,  there  is  a  somewhat  level 
plateau,  which,  however,  rises  gradually,  until  by  a  final  and  qufte 
abrupt  ascent  the  island  attains  its  greatest  elevation,  being  two 
hundred  and  nineteen  feet.  This  final  elevation,  which  is  some- 
what conical,  has  a  flat  area  of  limited  extent  on  its  very  summit, 
upon  which»  during  the  late  war,  Fort  George,  arterwards  called 
Fort  Holmes,  was  erected*  Thb  beautifully  situated  spot  fur- 
nishes one  of  the  finest  views  of  the  surrounding  coastand  islands 
that  could  be  conceived. 

The  island  of  Mackinac  is  based  upon  limestone,  with  a  very 
superficial  covering  of  soil.  This  soil,  in  consequence  of  the  lai^ 
amount  of  calcareous  matter  which  enters  into  its  composition, 
possesses  a  ferUlity  that  a  superficial  ^aminer  wouU  scarcely 
ascribe  to  it. 

The  limestone  chiefly  consists  of  an  irregular  assembhse  of 
angular  fragments,  united  by  a  tufaceous  cemeqt  These  frag- 
ments usually  appear,  at  first  sight,  to  possess  a  compact  struc- 
ture ;  but  a  more  minute  examination  shows  them  to  contain 
numerous  minute  oelteles,  sufficiently  laree  to  admit  water, 
'which,  by  the  action  of  frost,  suisjects  the  rock  to  rapid  disint^rra- 
tion.  Portions  of  the  rock  nnay,  nevertheless,  be  selected  partialty 
free  from  this  difficulty,  and  which  are  possesssd  of  suffideiit 
compactness  to  render  them  of  value  as  a  coarse  building  stone* 
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HorBito&e»  Btiiped  >i«per,  unp^rfect  hog-tooth  spar,  caleiireDiMh 
spar  und  fluor  spar  occur  imbedded  ie  the  rock,  aUhoi:^h  the  latr 
tor  is  of  very  rare  oocurrence. 

Limestone,  of  a  similar  character,  constitutes  the  chief  portioa 
of  Round  island;  but  here  the  rock  is  more  compact,  and  will 

{»rove  less  subject  to  disintegration  than  that  before  mentioned' 
t  will  answer  a  good  purpose  as  a  coarse  building  stone. 

A  range  of  somewhat  elevated  hills,  of  limerock,  occurs  upon 
the  main  land,  northwesterly  from  Mackinac,  commencing  a 
short  distance  inland.  One  of  these  hills,  known  as  the  *"  Sitting 
Rabbit,"  presents  an  abrupt  clifi^  destitute  of  vegetation  upon  its 
southerly  side.  This  rook  is,  without  doubt,  identical,  in  geologH 
oal  position,  with  that  upon  the  islands  last  mentionedi 

The  low  group  known  as  the  St.  Martin^^islandS)  at6  also  com* 
posed  of  a  similar  limestone. 

The  shattered  and  deranged  condition  of  the  rock  upon  the 
island  of  Mackinac,  and  its  vicinity,  gives  the  whole  mass  a  pecu-* 
liarly  complicated  structure,  and  has  led  to  what  is  oondeived  to 
be  an  error  respecting  it  Thus  the  rock  has  been  described  as 
a  conglomeratCi  destitute  of  stratification,  a  concluffion  which 
woukl  appear  to  have  been  drawn  without  a  proper  consideration 
of  the  has  connected  with  the  subject  That  the  fragmentary 
masses,  composing  the  main  portions  of  the  rock«  haVe  not  been 
tcanspcHTtedt  is  cooclusively  shown  by  the  fact  that  the  most 
delieale  angles  are  preserved,  a  circumstance  which  could  not 
have  taken  place  had  they  been  subjected  to  the  action  of  water« 
before  being  cemented.  A  cjireful  examination  has  shown  that 
portions  of  the  rock  still  remain,  in  whk^fa  the  relative  position  dt 
the  original  lines  of  stratification  are  preserved  for  an  extent  of 
several  rods ;  and  on  Round  island  the  line  of  stratification  was 
traced  for  a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile. 

The  rock  in  question  no  doubt  occupies  very  nearly  its  original 
rdative  situation,  and  its  present  condition  may  be  ascribed  to  an 
uplift  of  the  strata,  subsequent  to  the  complete  induration  of  the 
roek ;  a  cause  which  is  amply  sufficient  to  account  for  the  present 
appearances.  The  fragments  thus  separated  have  been  imper- 
fectly cemented  by  the  gradual  infiltration  of  calcareous  matter, 
thus  re-uniting  the  complete  mass. 

It  is  well  known  that  portions  of  the  sandstone  in  the  southern 
counties  of  the  state  are  shattered  in  a  similar  manner ;  but  in  this 
instance  the  fragments  have  not  been  re-united. 

The  old  red  sandstone^  over  a  large  area,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Porcupine  mountains  of  Lake  Superior,  has  been  similarly  dis- 
turbed, and  the  portruded  trap  rocks,  which  occur  in  the  immedi- 
ate vicinity,  afibrd  a  sufficient  explanation  of  the  causes  which 
have  been  most  active  in  producing  it ;  facts  which  should  not  be 
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lost  sight  of  ID  explaining  the*  causes  of  the  present  CDnditbn  of 
the  rocks  in  the  vicinity  of  Mackinac. 

From  the  island  of  Mackinac  to  Little  Traverse  bay,  rock  does 
not  appear  upon  the  imnnediate  shore  of  the  lake,  though  hills 
based  upon  limestone,  stretch  at  a  distance,  through  the  interior. 
These  hills  approach  very  near  the  head  of  the  bay  mentioned, 
where  they  attain  an  elevation  of  several  hundred  feet ;  and  as  a 
whole  they  probably  constitute  the  niK>st  elevated  and  regular 
chain  of  hills  on  the  peninsula. 

On  the  easterly  side,  and  near  the  head  of  Little  Traverse  bay, 
the  lime  rock  crops  out.  It  continues  for  a  distance  of  nearly  a 
mile,  forming  an  abrupt  cliff,  elevated  from  ten  to  twenty  feet. 

This  rock  varies  from  a  dark  blue  and  compact  limestone  to- 
that  of  a  greyish  color  and  sub-crystalline  structure.  The  rock 
may  be  easily  quarried,  and  portions  of  it  will  answer  a  tolerable. 
purpose  as  a  building  stone.  But  much  of  it  is  of  an  interior 
quality ;  for  the  dark  blue  limestone  is  subject  to  break  into  irre- 
gular fragments,  while  much  of  the  grey  rock  is  either  too  flaggy, 
or  contains  so  large  a  proportion  of  argiJiicious  matter  in  its  com- 
position as  to  render  it  unfit  for  use. 

At  a  distance  of  from  two  to  threo  miles  westerly  from  the  place 
of  outcrop  just  mentioned,  the  rock  again  appears,  in  a  continuous 
cliff,  elevated  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet. 

The  inclination  of  the  rock  is  here  northwesterly.  It  contiaoes 
for  a  distance  of  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile,  when  it  dips  beneath 
the  water  of  the  lake.  This  series  of  rocks  no  doubt  overlies  thai 
last  described. 

The  separate  strata  of  this  cliff,  at  its  highest  point,  are  repre<- 
sented,  in  a  descending  series,  as  follows,  the  rock  bdng  overlay- 
ed  by  about  one  foot  of  soil : 

1.  Silicious  limestone  almost  partaking  of  the  character  of 
sandstone — nine  feet. 

2.  A  confused  mass  of  broken  fossils,  chiefly  incrinites  and 
cyathophyllae,  imbedded  in  clay — two  inches. 

'  3.  Vesiculated  chert,  colored  with  iron — ^four  to  eight  inches. 

4.  Flaggy  limestone,  mostly  separable  into  layers  varying  from 
one-fourth  of  an  inch  to  one  inch  in  thickness ;  the  laminea  osually 
forming  a  small  segment  of  a  large  circle — eight  feet. 

5.  Bluish  clay  (having  the  odor  and  appearance  of  sift,) divided 
by  septae  into  irregular  masses.  It  contains  imbedded  semi- 
crystalline  grains  of  iron  pyrites,  which  has  the  appearance  of 
coarse,  golden,  yellow  colored  sand.  About  four  feet  of  this  stra- 
tum appears  above  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and  it  was  estimated 
to  extend  four  feet  below,  making  its  total  thickness  eight  feet. 

This  clay  is  underlayed  by  limestone. 

The  rock  appearing  in  the  cliff  is,  as  a  whole,  of  an  inferior 
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<)Qftliiy  for  ^coQCMiueal  puqxMies,  yet  portions  may  be  selected 
which  would  answer  a  very  tolerable  purpose  as  a  building  stone. 

Linnestone  was  noticed,  at  intervals,  forming  the  bed  of  the 
lake,  as  far  south  as  the  northerly  cape  of  Grand  Traverse  bay. 
At  this  latter  place  it  was  last  seen  to  rise  above  the  surface  of 
the  water,  attaining  an  altitude  of  from  four  to  eight  feet. 

This  rock  contains  large  quantities  of  imbedded  hornstone  ar- 
ranged in  irregular  layers,  varying  from  two  to  twelve  inches  in 
thickness.  Tto  silicious  matter  having  been  deposited  in  thin 
successive  layers,  gives  the  whole  mass  of  hornstone  a  beautifully 
soned  appearance. 

Portions  of  the  limestone  rock  will  furnish  a  tolerably  good 
material  for  use  as  a  coarse  building  stone,  but  as  a  whole  it  is 
of  inferior  quality. 

About  four  miles  southeasterly  from  the  lime  rock  last  described, 
and  just  within  Grand  Traverse  bay,  a  dark  colored  bituminous 
slate,  containing  nodules  of  iron  pyrites,  crops  out,  and  continues 
at  intervals  for  a  distance  of  a  mile.  It  closely  resembles  that 
before  described  as  occurring  at  Sulphur  island,  near  Thunder 
Bay,  except  that  it  is  not  so  highly  charged  with  bituminous 
matter.     The  rock  is  of  no  practical  importance. 

South  from  Grand  Traverse  bay  to  the  southerly  boundary  of 
the  state,  rock  was  not  seen,  in  place,  upon  the  immediate  shores 
of  the  lake,  but  it  occurs  at  many  points  a  little  in  the  interior, 
one  of  which  may  be  noticed  as  being  immediately  connected 
with  the  rock  strata  under  consideration. 

This  limerock  comes  to  the  surface  in  a  hilly  region,  lying  be- 
tween Pere  Marquette  and  White  rivers,  (town  fifteen  nortn,)  at 
a  distance  of  from  ten  to  twelve  miles  from  the  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan.  The  surrounding  country,  embracing  between  one 
and  two  townships,  is  composed  of  broken,  conical  hills,  rising 
abruptly  to  a  height  varying  from  one  to  two  hundred  feet  From 
the  bases  and  sides  of  these  hills  numerous  beautiful  springs  of 
water  are  discharged. 

The  rock  is  mostly  covered  with  soil,  and  its  character  is  not 
'  well  determined,  but  situated  as  it  is,  at  a  distance  from  the  coast, 
and  not  near  any  navigable  stream,  it  is  at  the  present  time  of  no 
practical  value. 

In  connection  with  the  subject  under  consideration,  I  would  call 
your  attention  to  the  immense  quantities  of  rolled  pebbles  of  lime- 
stone which  occur  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  more  particu- 
larly between  Thunder  bay  and  Forty  Mile  point.  The  shores 
are'lined  at  short  intervals  with  these  small  masses,  consisting  of 
the  harder  portions  of  the  rock,  which  have  resisted  the  action  of 
the  elements.  These  masses  possessing,  as  they  do,  great  uni- 
formity of  size,  are  admirably  adapted  for  use  in  the  construction 
of  roads. 
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The  coast  is  not  unirequently  lined,  many  feet  in  thickdess  wift 
these  fragments,  add  so  ntuated  that  vessels  may  be  readily  laden 
with  them.  Occurring  in  the  form  they  do,  the  expense  of  pound- 
ing will  be  saved,  and  no  preparation  will  be  required  to  fit  them 
for  immediate  use  in  macadamizing  roads. 

It  is  well  known  that  great  numbers  of  vessels  annually  pass 
down  the  lake  "^  in  ballast,"  and  it  is  deserving  of  serious  conside- 
ration whether  sufficient  inducement  could  not  be  given  for  the 
transportation  of  this  material  for  use  upon  the  roads  in  the  vici- 
nity of  Detroit  river. 

The  finer  gravels  have  already  been  considerably  used  for 
gravelling  walks,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  any  use  has,  as  yet, 
been  made  of  the  larger  stones  which  occur  in  such  abundance 
upon  the  upper  lake  coast 

Tertiary  Clays. 

A  lar^  proportion  of  tlie  rocks  of  the  peninsula  are  overlaid 
by  a  senes  of  beds  of  clay,  sand  and  gravel,  that  sometimes  attain 
a  thickness  of  several  hundred  feet.  These  beds  compose  a  group 
of  deposites,  the  lower  portions  of  which,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to 
determine,  are  destitute  of  fossil  remains.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  group  would  appear  to  be  of  a  local  character,  occupying 
but  a  limited  extent,  while  others  are  spread  over  a  large  area 
of  country.  Of  these  deposites,  perhaps  no  one  occupies  a  greater 
extent  than  the  lower  clay,  which  is  nearly  universal  upon  the 
border  portions  of  the  peninsula. 

The  members  of  this  group  are  most  largely  developed  upon 
those  parts  of  the  peninsula  bordering  on  the  coast,  and  tney 
gradually  become  thinner  as  we  proceed  inland,  until  they  finally 
wholly  aisappear ;  their  place  being  supplied  either  by  rock  m 
jpZooe,  or  by  diluvial  deposites. 

The  great  thickness  of  the  exposed  portions  of  these  tertiary 
beds,  upon  the  northwestern  pm  of  the  peninsula,  afibrd  ample 
opportunities  for  examining  this  interesting  series  of  deposites. 
But  since  the  consideration  of  the  subiect,  as  a  whaie^  will  be  left 
to  the  future,  a  few  allusions  only  will  be  made  to  some  of  the 
days  embraced  in  the  series. 

The  lower  clay,  which  is  usually  of  a  blue  or  bluish  gray  color, 
is  almost  universally  more  or  less  filled  with  imbedded  pebbles, 
chiefly  of  primary  rocks,  which  sumetimes,  though  rarely,  attain 
to  several  hundred  pounds  weight.  These  water-worn  masses 
usually  completely  ruin  the  clay  for  all  practical  purposes,  but  in 
a  few  instances  the  clay  has  been  found  sufficiently  free  from 
them  to  admit  of  use  for  the  manufacture  of  bricks.  The  thick- 
ness of  this  clay  is  known  only  at  a  few  points ;  and  as  the  deposite 
was  made  unconformably  upon  an  unequal  surface,  its  thidtness 
must  be  subject  to  very  great  variatioa    In  the  vicinity  of  De« 
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iroil  it  has  been  suck  completely  through^  and  found  to  have  a 
ihiekness  of  one  hundred  and  eigmeen  feet. 

This  lower  deposite  of  clay,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  state, 
is  usually  overlayed  by  a  stratum,  varying  from  one  to  five  feet 
in  thickness,  of  an  exceedingly  fine  marly  day.  This  clay,  when 
iufficieotly  free  from  lime,  is  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  and  eaithem  ware. 

On  the  northwestern  side,  bordering  on  Lake  Michigan,  the 
upper  clays  are  much  more  largely  developed  than  upon  the  more 
southeasterly  portions  of  the  peninsula.  -  These  deposites  of  clay 
alternate  with  beds  of  sand  and  gravel,  the  whole  sometimes  at- 
taining a  thickness  of  from  one  hundred  to  four  hundred  feet. 
The  separate  beds  vary  considerably  in  character;  the  upper 
usually  containing  a  much  larger  furoportion  of  lime  than  the  lower 
ones,  yet  they  usually  agree  in  possessing  an  extreme  fineness  of 
texture.  Many  portions  of  these  clays  appearing  in  the  abrupt 
shores  of  Lake  Michigan,  are  well  adapted  to  the  manufacture  of 
bricks  and  earthern  ware,  but  they  usually  contain  so  large  a 
proportion  of  lime  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  use  for  those  pur- 
poses. Some  portions  of  these  clays,  in  which  lime  enters  largely 
as  an  ingredient,  rather  deserve  the  name  of  maris,  and  they  are 
admirably  adapted  for  use  upon  the  sandy  lands  of  the  northern 
part  of  the  peninsula. 

SheUMarl 

Several  beds  of  shell  marl  were  noticed  upon  the  northwesterly 
flsde  ol  the  peninsula ;  and  upon  the  eventual  settlement  of  the 
country  they  will  prove  of  great  value  to  the  agriculturist,  as 
well  as  for  the  manufacture  of  lime.  In  consequence  of  the  un- 
surveyed  condition  of  the  country,  it  is  impossible,  at  this  time,  to 
designate  the  localities. 

White  river  of  Lake  Michigan  takes  Its  name  from  the  occur- 
fence  of  a  bed  of  shell  marl,  of  a  very  white  color,  directly  at  va 
mooth.  The  nrarl  composing  this  bed  would  appear  to  have  been 
deposited  in  an  old  channel  of  the  river,  which  had  been  shut  up 
by  the  action  of  the  winds  and  waves  upon  the  sand  at  its  mouth, 
md  afterwards  to  have  been  buried  many  feet  in  depth  by  driftir^ 
sands.  In  process  of  time  the  river  returned  to  its  former  place 
of  embouchure,  thus  laying  bare  the  marl  in  question.  It  will 
inrove  a  valuable  material  for  the  manufacture  of  lime,  as  well  as 
for  application  to  the  light  sandy  lands  in  the  immediate  vicinity. 
The  bed  is  not  extensive. 

GypsuBi  oocurs  associated  with  the  northern  limestone,  but  for 
the  most  pert  under  ciroomatances  that  will  eifectuaHy  prevent  its 
being  obtained  in  any  considenMe  quantities. 
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Gypsum  of  a  beautiful  white  color  occurs  in  the  bed  of  the  lake 
a  little  north  ffom  Point  au  Grais  river,  but  to  what  extent  it  is 
impossible  to  determine,  for  it  is  covered  by  several  feet  of  water, 
which  will  effectually  prevent  the  working  of  the  bed. 

On  the  Su  Martin's  group  of  islands,  near  Mackinac,  gypsum 
also  occurs,  chiefly  in  loose  pieces,  scattered  over  the  islands.  A 
bed  of  gypsum  is  said  to  be  associated  with  the  limerock  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  these  islands,  and  in  such  a  situation  that 
during  the  low  stages  of  water,  it  appears  above  the  surface ;  but 
at  the  time  of  my  examination  it  was  covered  by  several  feet  of 
water,  I  am  informed  that  some  years  a^o  several  ship  loads  of 
gypsum,  collected  in  loose  masses  upon  the  St.  Martin's  islands, 
were  transported  to  the  lower  lak^s.  Nearly  all  which  appeared 
upon  the  surface  has  been  removed,  and  the  low  level  of  the  iai- 
ands  will  e&ctually  prevent  any  considerable  explorations  hr 
more. 

Gypsum  also  occurs  on  the  northern  peninsula,  between  Green 
Bay  and  Mackinac,  but  to  what  extent  has  not  yet  been  deter- 
mined. Small  quantities  have  also  been  collected  and  shipped 
from  this  part  of  the  coast 

Change  of  Elevation  in  the  Waters  of  the  Great  Lakes. 

Intimately  connected  with  the  geological  changes  which  are 
taking  place  from  the  deposite  of  detrital  matter  at  the  mouths  of 
streams,  and  in  the  deeper  portions  of  the  lakes,  together  with  the 
degradation  of  the  lake  and  river  coasts,  are  the  changes  in  the 
relative  level  of  the  waters  of  the  lakes ;  a  subject  to  which  the 
attention  of  our  citizens  has  been  more  particularly  called  within 
the  past  two  years. 

The  great  interest  which  this  subject  possesses  in  connection 
with  our  lake  harbors,  as  well  as  with  those  agricultural  interests 
situated  upon  the  flat  lands  bordering  the  lakes  and  rivers,  may 
be  a  sufficient  apology  for  the  introduction,  in  this  report,  ^  ttie 
accompanying  iacts  and  reflections  upon  the  subject  An  accu- 
rate and  satisfactory  determination  of  the  total  rise  and  fall  of  the 
waters  of  the  lakes  is  a  subject,  the  importance  of  which,  in  con- 
nection with  some  of  our  works  of  internal  improvement  and 
harbors,  can,  at  this  time,  scarcely  be  appreciated. 

Much  confusion  is  conceived  to  have  arisen,  in  the  minds  of  a 
portion  of  our  citizens,  in  consequence  of  a  confounding  of  the 
regular  annual  rise  anrl  fall  to  which  the  waters  of  the  lakes  are 
subject,  with  that  apparently  irregular  elevation  and  subsidence, 
which  only  appears  to  be  completed  in  a  series  of  years ;  changes 
that  are  conceived  to  depend  upon  causes  so  widely  different  that 
while  the  one  can  be  calculated  with  almost  the  same  certainty 
as  the  return  of  the  seasons,  the  other  can  by  no  means  be  calcu- 
lated with  any  degree  of  certainty. 
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It  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  notice 
the  relative  height  of  the  water  of  the  lakes,  that  during  the  win-> 
ter  season,  while  the  flow  of  water  from  the  small  streams  is  ei- 
ther partially  or  wholly  checked  by  ice,  and  while  the  springs  fail 
to  discharge  their  accustomed  quantity,  the  water  of  the  lakes  is 
invariably  low. 

As  the  spring  season  advances,  the  snow  that  had  fallen  duric^ 
the  winter  is  changed  to  water,  (he  springs  receive  their  accusto- 
med supply,  and  the  small  streams  are  again  opened,  their  banks 
being  full  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  snow  which  may  have 
fallen  during  the  winter,  added  to  the  rapidity  with  which  it  has 
been  melted. 

The  water  of  the  lakes,  in  consequence  of  this  suddenly  increa- 
sed quantity  received  from  tlie  immense  number  of  tributaries^ 
commences  rising  with  the  first  opening  of  spring,  and  usually 
attains  its  greatest  elevation,  (at  least  in  the  upper  lakes,)  some 
time  in  the  month  of  June  or  July.  As  the  seasons  advance,  or 
during  the  summer  and  a  large  portion  of  the  autumnal  months^ 
evaporation  is  increased,  and  the  amount  of  water  discharged  by 
the  streams  lessened,  fn  consequence  of  which  the  water  of  the 
lakes  falls  very  gradually  until  winter  again  sets  in,  when  a  still 
greater  depression  takes  place  from  the  renewed  operation  of  the 
causes  already  mentioned. 

The  extreme  variation  in  the  height  of  water  from  winter  to 
summer  is  subject  to  considerable  change,  according  as  the  win- 
ters may  vary  from  cold  and  dry  to  warm  and  wet ;  but  during 
the  past  eight  years,  it  may  be  estimated  at  two  feet. 

This  annual  rise  and  fall  of  the  water  of  the  lakes,  dependent 
as  it  manifestly  is,  upon  causes  which  are  somewhat  uniform  in 
their  operation,  must  not  be  confounded  with  that  elevation  and 
depression  to  which  the  waters  are  subject,  independent  of  causes 
connected  with  the  seasons  of  the  year.  These  latter  changes 
which  take  place  more  gradually,  sometimes  undergoing  but  little 
variation  for  a  series  of  years,  are  least  liable  to  be  noticed,  unless ' 
they  be  very  considerable ;  but  with  respect  to  consequences  they 
are  of  vastly  more  importance,  since  they  are  subject  to  a  larger 
and  more  permanent  range. 

That  the  waters  of  the  lakes,  from  the  earliest  settlement  of  the 
country,  have  been  subject  to  considerable  variation  in  relative 
height,  is  well  known.  At  one  time  the  belief  was  very  general 
that  these  changes  take  place  at  regular  intervals,  rising  for  a 
space  of  seven  years,  and  subsiding  for  a  similar  length  of  time ; 
n  belief  which  would  appear  to  be  in  consonance  with  that  of  the 
Indians  upon  the  peninsula,  and  with  whom  it  no  doubt  originated. 
It  is  not  wonderful  that  a  subject,  the  causes  of  which  are  so  little 
comprehended  by  our  natives,  should  be  invested  with  an  air  of 
mystery,  or  that  an  error  once  propagated  (in  coDse^uence  of  the 
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long  serial  of  years  required  to  bring  about  aoy  coDfiderable 

change,)  could  scarcely  be  eradicated. 

While  the  idea  of  the  septennial  rise  and  fall  must  be  regarded 
as  founded  in  error,- it  is  nevertheless  true  that  from  the  earliest 
records,  the  height  of  the  lakes  has  been  subject  to  a  considerable 
variation,  qsually  rising  very  £[radually  and  irregularly  for  a  se- 
ries of  years,  and  after  this  falling  in  a  like  manner. 

Our  old  inhabitants  agree  in  stating  that  the  waters  were  high 
from  1800  to  1802 ;  in  proof  of  which  it  is  stated  that  the  roads 
which  had  before  been  in  use  upon  the  banks  of  the  Detroit  river* 
were  so  completely  inundated  as  to  be  rendered  impassable/  A 
similar  circumstance  is  related  to  have  occurred  in  the  Ticinity  of 
Chicago,  a  broad  sandy  beach  forming  the  immediate  shore  of  the 
lake  near  that  place  having  been  wholly  overflowed. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  authentic  information  respecting 
the  changes  which  took  place  bqtween  the  years  just  mentioned 
and  1814,  but  from  the  latter  year  to  the  present  time,  we  have  a 
more  connected  series  of  facts  relating  to  the  subject. 

''It  is  now  a  matter  of  record,  that  in  1814  and  1815  the  De- 
troit and  St  Clair  rivers  were  unusually  tiigh ;  that  the  founda^ 
tions  of  the  houses,  and  much  land  that  had  lone  been  under  dry 
cultivation,  were  submerged.  Tliese  buildings  had  been  erected 
many  years  before,  and  of  course  under  the  belief  that  they  were 
aloof  from  all  but  extraordinary  and  temporary  inundations.  No 
observations  appear  to  have  been  made  upon  the  progress  of  the 
elevation,  whether  it  were  gradual  or  abrupt,  or  whether  there 
were  any  preceding  seasons  of  a  character  to  produce  it. 

''In  1820,  or  about  that  time,  tlie  rivers  had  resumed  their  usual 
level.  Several  wharves  were  built  at  Detroit,  between  that  year 
and  1828,  at  a  height,  as  was  supposed,  sufficiently  above  the 
cenerai  level  for  all  purposes  of  convenience  and  safety.  At  the 
latter  date  the  rivers  had  again  attained  the  elevation  of  1815« 
and  remained  so  until  1630,  with  only  such  occasional  depressions 
as  might  be  caused  by  strong  winds,  being  nearly  upon  a  level 
with  the  wharves."* 

From  1830,  when  my  attention  was  first  drawn  to  this  subject, 
to  the  present  year,  I  have  been  enabled  to  make  a  somewhat 
connected  series  of  observations,  under  circumstances  peculiarly 
favorable,  having  during  that  time  followed  the  complete  line  of 
coast,  from  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron  to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior 
by  canoe,  and  having  traversed  portions  of  the  coast  several  times, 
thus  being  enabled  to  renew  observations  at  points  where  they 
had  been  previously  made.  During  the  time  of  these  examina- 
tions, I  have  been  enabled  to  fix,  with  a  considerable  degree  of 

*The  above  extracts  are  from  the  pen  of  CoL  Henry  Whiting,  U.  S.  Army,  and  their 
value  is  much  enhanced  from  the  fact  that  they  embrace  cmly  sach  portioiis  of  ibesvl^r 
ieot  m  were  Uie  resuU  of  bis  ptnoualobMnrntiaci. 
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icertaiflty,  upon  the  height  at  which  the  waters  of  th^  lakes  stood 
in  1819  and  '20,  when  they  were  at  their  lowest  level;  a  step 
which  was  conceived  to  be  one  of  the  first  necessary  in  deUSt- 
mining  the  complete  range  between  high  and  low  water. 

For  the  last  tWo  years  my  attention  has  been  more  particu- 
larly called  to  the  coasts  of  lake  Huron  and  Michigan,  and  I  feel 
confident  in  asserting  that  the  water  of  these  lakes  has;  during  the 
last  year,  (1838,)  attained  a  greater  elevation  than  has  before  oc- 
curred in  a  very  great  number  of  years ;  a  fact  whi^h  is  con- 
clusively shown  by  the  renewed  degradation  of  banks  covered 
with  debris,  that  had  long  remained  undisturbed,  as  well  a^  by 
the  great  number  of  forest  trees,  sometimes  covering  man^  acres 
of  ground,  that  have  been  destroyed  in  consequence  of  munda- 
tion.  Many  of  these  forest  trees  may  be  estimated  to  have  at- 
tained an  age  of  from  one  to  two  centuries. 

In  order  to  arrive  as  nearly  as  possible  at  correfct  conclusions 
as  to  the  variation  in  the  height  of  the  water  of  the  lakes  from 
1820  to  1888, 1  have  carefully  compared  my  own  observations 
with  those  contained  in  an  invaluable  register,  kept  in  this  city  by 
Col.  Henry  Whiting,  U«  S.  Army,  as  also  with  the  valuable  data 
contained  in  the  report  of  the  State  Topographer,  hereto  append- 
ed. It  should  be  noted  that  the  height  of  the  wstter  in  the  Detroit 
river  is  much  more  subject  to  fludtuation  from  slight  causes,  such 
as  the  etkcis  of  the  winds  and  ice,  than  that  in  the  open  lakes  t 
causes  for  the  operation  of  which,  it  is  sometimes  diflicult,  if  not 
impossible,  to  make  the  proper  allowance.  In  fact,  sli^^ht  causes 
are  productive  of  such  changes  as  to  i*ender  it  absolutely  impog* 
Bible  to  arrive  at  accurate  conclusions,  except  by  simultaneous 
observations,  made  at  points  widely  separated. 

Assuming  June,  1819  and  '20,  as  zero,  or  the  point  of  low  wa- 
ter, the  following  table  will  not  vary  very  far  from  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  relative  height  for  several  of  the  subsequent  years. 

Ft  In. 

June,  1819  and  'SO,  0.00 

"      1828,  rise,  2.10 

<*      1890,  same  level,  2.10 
"      1886,  rise,  10— 8.08 

•*      1887,   «  5—4.01 

"      1888,    «  7— 4.08  Total. 

In  examining  this  table  of  relative  heights,  it  should  be  borne 
in  mind  that  this  estimate  does  not  includs  the  regular  yearly  va- 
riation to  which  the  waters  of  the  lakes  are  subject  The  esti- 
mates, it  will  be  seen,  are  made  from  June  of  each  year,  or  that 
month  in  which  the  waters  are  invariably  high ;  but  it  is  Con- 
ceived the  result  would  not  be  varied  were  the  calculations  modn 
from  any  other  month  in  the  year»  provided  the  same  moatli } 
86 
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selected  for  the  observations  of  the  succeeding  years  rVere  lh« 
difference  in  height  computed  from  February,  1820,  to  June,  1838, 
the  total  amount  would  be  found  to  be  increased  to  about  six  feet 
eight  inches,  a  method  of  estimating  which  would  lead  to  con- 
clusionj  wholly  unwarranted ;  nevertheless  the  assumption  of  these 
defective  premises  may  serve  to  account  for  the  exaggerated 
statements  which  have  so  often  been  made,  of  the  increas^  height 
of  these  waters. 

This  r'se  of  water  has  by  no  means  been  confin  d  to  the  great 
lakes,  for  the  waters  of  the  small  lakes  through  the  whole  interior 
portions  of  the  slate  have,  unless  their  waters  are  discharged 
through  broad  and  shallow  outlets,  been  increased  in  a  like  man- 
ner. Small  streams,  the  width  of  which,  at  their  points  of  inter* 
secting  the  section  lines,  were  lecorded  by  the  United  Stales'  sur- 
veyors, in  those  surveys  made  from  1820  to  '26,  have  been  found, 
in  many  instances,  during  the  past  year,  to  have  nearly  double  the 
width  assigned  them  ;  and  mills  have  actually  been  erected  upon 
streams  which,  according  to  the  field  notes  taken  in  the  years 
mentioned,  must  at  that  time  have  been  nearly  dry.  It  is  aho 
well  known  that  within  the  last  few  years,  (preceding  1838,)  por- 
tions of  the  elevated  country  which  were  previously  dry,  have 
been  inundated  with  water ;  springs  have  burst  out  where  they 
had  been  previously  unknown,  and  that  marshes,  which  before 
contained  but  little  water,  have  been  transformed  into  small  ponds 
or  lakes.  . 

These  changes  have  not  been  peculiar  to  Michigan,  for  they 
have  been  noticed,  more  or  less,  over  the  whole  western  pait  of 
the  Uiiited  Slates,  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  too  much  to  add, 
over  most  of  the  northern  part  of  the  continent ;  and  they  are 
changes  which,  from  the  immense  extent  affected,  must  depend 
upon  causes  which  have  operated  in  a  very  general  manner. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  water  of  all  streams,  during  the  oc- 
currence of  a  wet  and  cold  season,  when  the  fall  of  rain  is  in- 
creased and  evaporation  diminished,  is  augmented,  and  that  the 
augmentation  or  diminution  will  be  in  proportion  as  these  causes 
are  in  more  or  less  active  operation.  Our  great  chain  of  inland 
lakes,  so  far  as  these  causes  may  be  supposed  to  operate,  may  be 
regarded  as  a  stream  o^  great  width,  and  inust  necessarily  be 
liable  to  he  affected  by  siinilar  causes  ;  although  when  the  great 
extent  occujiied  by  these  bodies  of  water  is  taken  into  considera- 
tion, It  can  be  readily  understood  why  these  causes  when  once 
brought  into  operation  would  produce  their  results  more  slowly, 
as  well  as  why  the  results  once  produced  would  be  of  a  more 
permanent  chnrnrter. 

That  the  changes  in  the  relative  height  of  the  waters  of  the 
lakes  may  be  dependent  upon  the  operation  of  a  similar  series  of 
general  causes,  operating  tor  a  succession  of  years,  I  have  many 
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reasons  for  inferrinir.  The  succession  of  cold  ancl  wet  seasons 
immediately  preceding  1838,  have  been  proverbial  over  the  whole 
western  country ;  and  the  unravorable  influence  ivhich  these  wet 
seasons  have  produced)  more  particularly  upon  those  farming  in- 
terests situated  on  low  and  flat  lands,  hns  been  severely  felt  by 
that  portion  of  our  agricultural  community-  While  these  facts 
may  be  apparent  to  all,  it  is  nevertheless  desirable  to  refer  to  the 
subject  in  a  more  definite  manner ;  a  task  which  is  rendered 
somewhat  dificult,  for  the  reason  that,  until  the  last  few  years, 
continuous  tables,  mdicating  the  amount  of  rain  which  has  fallen, 
have  only  been  kept  at  a  very  limited  number  of  places  in  the  U. 
States, 

The  total  amount  of  rain  which  fell  at  Philadelphia  (as  shown 
by  a  register  chiefly  kept  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital)  from  1810 
to  1814  inclusive,  or  during  the  five  years  immediately  preceding 
the  high  water  of  1814  and  '15,  was  185*68  inches;  and  the 
amount  M^hich  fell  at  the  same  place  from  1815  to  1819,  the  five 
years  immediately  preceding  the  low  water  of  1819  and  '20,  was 
151  •  14  inches  ;  showing  an  excess  of  34. 53  inches,  or  a  fraction 
over  2  feet  and  10^  inches  for  the  years  immediately  preceding 
the  stage  of  high  water. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  at  Philadelphia,  as  deduced  from 
the  same  table,  front  1816  to  184,6  inclusi'^e,*  was  364*43  inches, 
and  from  1827  to  1837  inclusive,!  451.05  inches,  being  an  in« 
crease,  in  the  last  eleven  years,  of  86.62  inches,  or  a  iVaction 
over  seven  feet  2^  inches. 

The  amount  of  rain  which  fell  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  (as  dedooed 
from  the  tables  of  Dr.  HilJreth.)  from  1819  to  1823  inclusivcj 
was202.83  inches,  and  from  1828  to  1832  inclusive,||  was  228. 17, 
showing  an  increase  during  the  last  five  years  estimated,  of  25*34 
inches,  or  a  fraction  over  two  feet  1^  inches. 

That  there  has  been  a  correspondinj;  increase  in  the  amount  of 
rain  that  has  iailen  within  the  area  of  the  great  lake  basin,  I  am 
not  able  to  show  by  actual  data,  but  the  known  increased  size  cf 
the  numerous  tributaries,  together  with  the  other  facts  mentioned, 
will  go  far  to  substantiate  the  opinion  that  the  fall  of  rain  over 
that  area  has  been  greatly  increased  during  that  time. 

AccordinfT  to  the  estimate  of  the  iState  Topographer,  it  appears 
that  the  basin  of  the  great  northwestern  lakes  has  a  superficial 
area,  nearly  four  times  larger  than  thai  of  the  lakes  themselves* 
Now,  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  assume  that  ihe  increase  of  tha 

*  Eleven  yean,  embracing  the  complete  time  from  which  the  waters  hod  perceptibly 
oomm<moed  falling,  until  ihey  had  agntn  nearly  atiained  the  tame  altitude. 

t  t^eveu  yearn,  daring  most  of  which  time  the  watere  hove  been  steadily  inerMiinK  in 
height. 
'  I  Fit*  y«n,  embrscing  tbe  time  of  low  water. 

11  Fhre  years,  daring  most  of  which  time  the  water  waa  inafwiiing  in  hdgfac. 
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amouBt  of  rain  which  has  fallen  iirto  this  bama  imng  the  loal 
eleven  of  the  fourteen  years  estimated,  be  equal  to  the  increaae 
at  Philadelphia,  during  that  time,  it  would  follow  that,  had  all 
sources  of  discbarfie  been  cut  oii^  this  cause  alone  would  havte 
been  sufficient  to  elevate  the  waters  of  the  lakes  about  29  feet  ;* 
an  elevation  more  than  six  times  greater  than  that  whieh  is  esti- 
mated  to  have  taken  place. 

When  we  take  into  consideration,  in  connexion  with  the  causes 
already  enumerated,  the  fact  that  during  the  wet  years,  evapora- 
tion must  have  been  less  than  during  the  dry  ones,  it  may  foirly 
be  presumed  that  sufficient  apparent  causes  have  existed,  to  pro- 
duce all  the  results  which  have  been  noticed  ;  and  we  may  add, 
should  a  succession  of  dry  and  wann  seasons  Mlow,  we  may 
look  with  certainty  for  a  return  of  the  water  of  the  lakes  to  its 
former  low  level. 

SOUTHERN  PART  OF  THE  PENINSULA. 

A  small  portion  of  the  season  was  devoted  to  general  examina- 
tions, chiefly  in  the  counties  of  Calhoun,  Branch,  Hillsdale  and 
Jackson,  but  as  it  is  proposed  to  commence  the  minute  examina- 
tion of  these  counties  with  the  first  opening  of  spring,  it  will  not 
be  desirable  to  lay  the  mass  of  facts  collected,  before  you  at  this 
time. 

The  county  of  Calhoun^  which  in  an  agricultural  point  of  view 
eannot  be  looked  upon  as  second  to  any  county  in  our  state,  is 
abundantly  supplied  with  many  of  those  materials  which,  if  pro- 
perly appreciated,  may  be  made  to  add  much  to  the  eventual 
pros|jerity  and  wealth  of  the  people.  But  while  the  agriculturist 
reaps  a  rich  reward  for  his  labor,  in  abundant  crops,  he  should 
not  fail  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  soil  which  is  now  yielding  so 
abundantly,  will,  unless  the  most  watchful  care  be  used,  sooner 
or  later  be  rendered  comparatively  sterile.  With  a  lavish  distri- 
bution of  all  that  will  be  required  to  retain  the  original  fertility  of 
the  soils  of  this  county,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  those  most  deeply 
nlenested  will  not  neglect  to  turn  the  materials  around  them  to 
the  best  account. 

The  whole  northern  partt  at  koH,  of  Calhoun  county,  is  based 
upon  the  sandstone  series  of  the  great  carboniferous  group  of 
rocks.  The  outcropping  edge  of  th's  rock  furnishes  an  abundance 
of  a  material  well  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  building.  Quarries 
have  been  opened,  at  short  intervals,  through  nearly  the  whole  of 
that  portion  of  the  county  traversed  by  the  Kalamazoo  river,  as 

*li  i»  not,  of  cour«4>,  ■apoMed,  ihal  had  Um  wiom  of  4md^m^  boM  ott  oC;  <liii 
would  have  been  the  actea/ result,  for  the  estimate  ii  made  withoat  aqj  reference  to  llio 
ioareaaed  eivaporatioD  aod  other  eaoiee,  wlriehnoald  faanra  bacii  hrMght  inio  a^tipn  in 
Monqueneeof  iha  mMwM  aiaa. 
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^mU  aa  upoo  flereral  of  the  tribotaries  of  that  stream,  aad  with  a 
little  care  in  8electioii»  it  is  admirably  adapted  to  the  purposes  to 
which  that  rock  is  usually  applied. 

S^eU  marl  occurs  at  numerous  points  in  the  county,  occasional- 
ly in  beds  of  considerable  extent*  and  it  may  he  profitably  ap* 
plied  to  use,  either  as  a  manure  or  for  the  manufacture  of  lime,  an 
article  of  which,  under  other  circumstances,  the  county  would  be 
oeariv  destitute. 

fmwts  peat  also  occurs  in  considerable  quantities,  and  when 
properly  prepared,  in  the  compost  heap,  will  prove  of  great  value 
to  the  farmer  in  enriching  his  lands. 

The  articles  of  marl  and  peat,  occurring  as  they  do,  at  very 
short  intervals  through  most  of  the  county,  will  eventually  be  of 
a  value,  in  sustaining  the  agricultural  interests,  that  at  the  present 
lime  can  scarcely  be  appreciated.  It  is  true  that  most  of  the 
gravelly  soils,  which  pi^aominate  through  Calhoun  county,  con* 
tain  at  this  time,  sufficient  calcareous  matter  to  favor  the  growth 
of  the  small  grains,  more  particularly  wheat  and  rye,  which  are 
well  known  to  require  a  comparatively  large  proportion  of  that 
ingredient jn  the  soil,  to  insure  productive  craps ;  but  the  time  wiU 
come  when  this  will  cease  to  be  the  case,  and  when  the  marl  beds 
must  be  called  upon  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

The  county  ot  Calhoun,  together  with  the  adjoining  portions  of 
Jackson  and  Hillsdale,  abounds  in  large  springs,  which  having 
their  sources  deep  in  the  sandstone,  are  little  liable  to  be  affected 
by  the  droughts  of  summer.  The  waters  of  these  springs  are,  for 
tbe  most  part,  ^*  hard,**  in  consequence  of  the  contain^  salts  of 
lime,  but  they  are  usually  of  great  transparency  and  coldness. 
Several  springs  were  noticed,  tte  waters  of  which  were  so  highly 
charged  with  carbonate  of  lime  as  to  have  given  rise  to  some* 
wliat  extensive  beds  of  tuiaceous  marl. 

No  rock,  in  plaoB^  was  noticed  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
CaUioun,  but  a  little  south,  and  just  within  the  line  of  branch 
county,  a  deposite  occurs,  which  may  probably  be  referred  to  one 
portion  of  the  carboniferous  ^roup,  though  this  connection  has  not 
absolutely  been  shown  to  exist. 

Tbe  deposite  consists  of  a  tough,  semi-indurated  and  stratified 
clay,  having  at  first  sight  much  the  appearance  of  a  very  fine 
■androck.  It  contains  imbedded  clay  iron  stone,  composed  as 
usual,  of  thin  coooentric  layers  ot  the  carbonate  and  hydrate  of 
iioo,  surrounding  nodular  masses  of  seplarea. 

The  iroD  ore  m  question  is  of  the  same  character  as  that  from 
which  much  of  the  iron  of  our  neighboring  state,  Ohio^  is  manu* 
factored,  and  should  future  examinations  show  the  depoaitie  to 
oxitain  the  ore  in  sufficient  (juantity  to  admit  of  working,  it  can- 
not fail  to  prove  of  immense  importance  to  the  surrounding  coun- 
try,   Ooeurring  as  the  ore  in  Branch  couoty  does,  upon  the  bor- 
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ders  of  a  township,  nearly  the  whole  of  which  is  heavily  timbered^ 
very  great  facilities  exist  for  procuring  the  materials  necessary 
for  ils  reduction. 

Tb3  "  kidney  ore**  is  usually  reduced  with  great  facility,  and  in 
the  large  way,  in  the  furnaces  of  Ohio,  yields  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
seven  per  cent  of  cast  iron. 

Portions  of  the  clay  embraced  in  the  deposite  under  considera* 
tion,  if  care  be  used  to  select  such  only  as  is  free  from  iron,  will 
prove  of  great  value  for  the  manufacture  of  stone  ware,  fire 
bricks,  &c.  The  piesence  of  lime,  it  is  well  known,  renders  clay 
unfit  for  the  manufacture  of  the  articles  mentioned ;  for  the  reason 
that  the  clay,  by  this  admixture,  is  rendered  fusible  at  a  compara- 
tively low  temperature.  The  grer.t  mass  of  the  clay  alluded  to, 
contains  only  a  minute  proportion  of  lime ;  and  being  so  situated 
that  it  may  be  obtained  with  facility,  it  may  be  very  advanta- 
geously  applied  to  the  purposes  mentioned. 

The  deposite  under  consideration  was  first  noticed  on  the  Cold* 
water  river,  a  short  distance  above  the  junction  of  that  stream  with 
the  St.  Joseph,  where  it  appears  in  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and  also 
forms  the  banks,  attaining  an  elevation  of  from  ten  to  twelve  feet 
The  outcropping  edge  was  traced  for  a  distance  of  from  one  to 
two  miles,  and  it  was  also  found,  but  slightly  covered  with  soil, 
extending  over  an  area  of  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thousand  acres. 
It  is  not  supposed,  however,  that  the  complete  extent  of  its  near 
approach  to  the  surface  has  been  examined,  for  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  range  will  be  found  to  be  quite  extensive. 

Allusion  has  already  been  made  to  the  numerous  springs  which 
occur  in  Calhoun  county ;  but  in  no  portion  of  the  state  has  such 
an  abundance  of  large  springs  been  noticed  as  in  the  southwestern 
parts  of  Jackson  county.  Springs  were  here  observed,  frequently 
at  very  short  intervals,  discharging  almost  incredible  quantities  of 
water,  and  in  some  instances  giving  rise  to  streams  of  considerable 
sisse,  at  once.  The  waters  oi  the  larger  of  these  springs  are  in- 
variably found  to  proceed  from  the  sandrock.  They  are  little 
liable  to  be  afiectcd  by  drought,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  never 
freeze.  The  waters  of  those  springs  examined  had,  during  the 
month  of  October,  a  temperature  ranging  from  forty-seven  to 
forty-nine  degrees  Fahrenheit. 

The  counties  of  Branch,  Hillsdale  and  Jacks(>n,  like  that  of 
Calhoun,  abound  in  beds  of  shell  and  tufaceous  marl,  which  is 
usually  well  fitted  for  the  manufacture  of  lime,  or  for  use  for  agri* 
cultural  purposes.  Ligneous  peat  also  frequently  occurs,  and  it 
may,  with  proper  preparation,  be  rendered  of  much  value  as  a 
manure. 

Coal 
We  have  been  enabled,  during  the  past  year,  considerably  to 
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cutend  the  small  amount  of  information  before  transmitted  to  you 
respecting  the  coal  beds  of  our  slate ;  and  although,  from  the 
limited  extent  of  the  minute  examinations  in  the  coal  district^  I 
am  still  unable  to  place  the  subject  before  you  in  such  a  manner 
as  could  be  wished;  its  great  importance  would,  nevertheless, 
seem  to  call  for  an  allusion,  at  least,  to  such  additional  information 
as  has  been  obtained. 
By  reference  to  the  report  of  C.  C.  Douglass,  Assistant  Geolo- 

?;i8t,  hereto  appended,  on  the  subject  of  the  minnte  surveys  of 
ngham  and  Eaton  counties,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  main  bedof 
coal,  which  traverses  the  central  counties  of  the  state,  has  been 
traced  northerly  to  within  a  few  miles  of  the  south  line  of  Shia- 
wassee county,  and  that  the  bed  has  been  found  of  sufficient 
thickness  to  admit  of  being  profitably  worked. 

Much  labor  will  be  required  in  order  to  determine  the  north- 
easterly limit  of  the  coal  range  ;  but  so  many  facts  respecting  the 
line  of  its  outcrdip  have  been  collected,  that  the  labor  will  be  con- 
siderably lessened  during  the  continuance  of  the  examinations. 
The  unbroken  character  of  the  country,  together  with  the  readi- 
ness with  which  the  rock  embracing  the  coal  disintegrates,  thus 
covering  the  outcropping  edges  with  debiis,  throw  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  a  connected  series  of  examinations  which  are  severely 
felt ;  but  thus  far  we  have  been  enabled  to  combat  these  difficul- 
ties with  greater  success  »han  could  have  been  anticipated. 

The  line  of  coal  has  also  been  traced  southwesterly  into  Jack- 
son county,  where  the  bed  is  of  sufficient  thickness  to  admit  of 
being  worked,  and  the  coal  is  of  a  quality  well  fitted  for  all  the 
purposes  to  which  that  substance  is  usually  applied. 

Two  miles  in  a  southeasterly  direction  from  the  village  of 
Barry,  (Ja'^kson  county,)  some  explorations  have  been  made,  and 
an  amount,  estimated  at  about  fifteen  hundred  bushels  of  coal, 
raised.  This  coal  has  been  applied  to  use  in  the  blacksmiths' 
shops  of  the  vicinity,  and  is  mostly  of  good  quality,  although  it  is 
occasionally  somewhat  injured  by  the  presence  of  iron  pyrites. 
For  the  reason  that  the  outcrop  of  this  bed  is  nearly  on  a  level 
with  the  water  of  Sandstone  creek,  the  persons  engaged  in  the 
work  were  unable  to  sink  completely  through  the  coal ;  it  was, 
however,  penetrated  ai  one  point  to  a  depth  of  about  three  feet 
The  immediate  banks  of  the  stream  rise,  by  a  gentle  acclivity,  to 
a  height  of  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet,  and  by  renewing  the  exami- 
nations upon  that  side  of  the  stream  opposite  to  the  dip  of  the 
strata,  they  may  be  conducted  free  from  the  difficulties  before 
mentioned.  This  bed  of  coal  is  associated  with  a  series  of  shales 
and  sandstones,  in  a  manner  similar  to  that  of  the  other  beds  in 
the  state.  The  coal  is  highly  bituminous,  a  character  in  common 
with  all  that  has  been  seen  in  the  state,  and  it  may  safely  be  said 
that  none  other  need  be  looked  for  on  the  peninsula. 
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Prom  Tacts  ncrW  before  me,  I  am  led  to  hope  that  <5a«l  will  btf 
found  in  the  elevated  hills  of  the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula, 
easterly  from  Little  Traverse  Bay ;  a  circumstance  which,  should 
it  prove  to  be  the  case,  will  add  much  to  the  value  of  that  portion 
of  the  state. 

SALt  8PBING8  AKD  STATB   SALT   JjMSD^ 

The  subject  of  salt  sprmgs,  which  was  laid  before  you  some* 
what  at  length  in  the  first  annual  report  from  this  department^ 
has  been  partially  re-examined  during  the  past  year,  and  the  ol^ 
servations  considerably  extendedt  These  renewed  examinationt 
have  served  id  add  confidence  to  die  hope  then  exprsssedt  that  a 

ertion  of  these  springs  will  eventually  prove  of  value  to  the  stateu 
any  springs  before  unknown  have  been  observed*  and  would 
be  more  particularly  noticed  had  not  the  facts,  involving  the  mmn 
question^  been  before  submitted. 

The  progress  which  had  been  made  in  the  improvements  di- 
rected  to  be  commenced  *'  at  one  or  more  of  the  state  salt  springs,^ 
has  been  duly  submitted  to  you  in  a  separate  report.  Since  the 
reception  of  your  instructions  to  continue  the  improveofieiit% 
which  had  previously  been  partially  suspended*  the  work  baa 
been  renewed  with  a  vigor  commensurate  with  its  importaDce. 
Should  the  examinations  in  progress  lead  to  favorable  results,  as 
we  trust  they  will,  this  important  addition  to  the  products  of  the 
state,  cannot  fail  to  add  to  its  prosperity ;  while,  should  we  fail 
in  our  anticipations,  the  income  which  may  be  derived  from  the 
lands  will  create  a  sinking  fund,  that  may  soon  be  made  to  reim* 
burse  to  the  state  the  amount  which  may  be  expended  for  that 
purpose. 

Of  the  salt  springs  granted  to  our  state  by  the  general  govern* 
ment,  five  yet  remain  to  be  located ;  which,  with  their  contigu- 
ous lands,  will  amount  to  thirty  sections.  The  location  of  these 
lands  has  been  thus  far  delayed,  in  consequence  of  the  unfinished 
condition  of  the  United  States'  surveys,  they  not  having  been  sdf* 
ficiently  completed  to  allow  those  selections  to  be  made  whicdk 
were  most  desirable.  Nor  have  we,  as  }'et,  been  enabled  to  ob- 
tain from  the  general  land  office  *'  plats^  of  the  sections  of  coun* 
try  in  which  it  is  proposed  to  complete  those  locations.  Sincei 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  grant,  the  returns  of  these  lands  are 
required  to  be  made  during  the  current  year,  it  becomes  a  matter 
of  no  small  moment  to  complete  the  selections  at  the  earliest  day 
possible ;  in  view  of  which,  so  soon  as  the  necessary  infv^rmatioii 
can  be  obtained  from  the  general  land  office,  steps  will  be  taken 
to  complete  the  locations. 

ZOOLOGICAL  AND  BOTANICAL   DBPABTIUBNTS. 

These  departmenti  of  the  geological  survey,  whicht  during  the 
year  1837,  were  united  under  the  direct  charge  of  Dr.  Abm^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  M» 

Stger,  hav6»  in  coofonntty  to  the  provisions  of  the  reviMd  aot# 

been  separated  into  two  disiinct  departments,  that  of  zoology  ha- 
▼bg  been  left  in  charge  of  i)r.  Sager,  while  that  of  botany  vrnn 
placed  under  charge  of  Dr.  John  Wriffht. 

The  success  which  has  attended  the  labors  of  the  headtf  of  theae 
departments  is  of  the  most  flattering  kind  and  affords  ample  prool' 
that  the  high  character  which  those  gentlemen  have  sustained  at 
mea  of  science  and  industry  has  not  been  ittispia(^»  and  that  we 
may  anticipate  from  tiieir  labors  the  most  interesting  and  useful 
results. 

The  subjecta  falling  within  the  scope  of  tbeafe  departments,  be* 
log  of  a  more  abstruse  oharacteri  do  not  so  readily  admit  of  bein^ 
treated  in  a  disjointed  manner  as  the  other  subjects  of  the  geolt>- 
ffical  survey ;  for  which  reason  the  heads  of  these  departments^ 
m  most  of  tlie  states  where  these  surveys  are  in  progress,  have 
not  been  called  upon  for  annual  reports,  it  being  intended  to  enn 
body  the  whole  at  once  in  a  final  and  connected  report.  As  our 
own  state  is  somewhat  differently  circumstanced,  having  been  less 
eiplored»  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  throw  together  such  oala* 
logues  as  would  furnish  those  persons  who  have  devoted  attentioQ 
to  the  subjects  in  our  state,  a  skeleton  of  the  progress  that  haa 
been  made,  hoping  thereby  to  elicit  such  additional  information  at 
may  be  at  hand.  The  reports  of  the  zoologist  and  botanist^  nitm« 
bered  one  and  two,  are  hereto  appended. 
.  The  fact  that  there  is,  in  reality,  but  one  science  in  nature^  and 
that  all  the  subdivisions  o(  that  science  are  to  a  great  extent  ar<* 
bitrary,  is  frequently  lost  sight  of  in  our  utilitarian  aze ;  a  cir«* 
cumstanoe  to  wnich,  no  doubt,  may  in  part  be  ascribed  the  general 
disposition  to  scan  results  closely,  while  the  steps  necessary  to 
bring  about  those  results  are  scarcely  considered.  We  are  thus 
too  often  disposed  to  consider  as  of  little  value  or  importance 
those  very  subjects^  the  laborious  investigation  of  which  are  daily 
adding  to  our  comfort  and  enjoyment. 

The  man  who  should  richly  endow  an  institution  would  he 
looked  upon  as  a  benefactor :  while  the  man  of  science  who  should 
engage  in  a  patient  investigation  of  the  habits  of  the  Hessian  fly, 
and  thereby  be  able  to  su^rgest  some  successful  expedient  foi^ 
avoiding  the  ravages  committed  upon  our  wheat  fields,  would,  no 
doubt,  1^  looked  upon  as  one  engaged  in  a  work  of  no  value  to 
hb  fellow  men ;  yet,  if  we  look  at  results,  the  latter  would  be 
much  more  eminently  entitled  to  the  name  of  benefactor. 

One  of  the  fethers  of  natural  history,  after  carefully  sttldying 
the  habits  of  a  small  worm  that  had  proved  destructive  to  tiw 
timber  in  the  navy  yards  of  his  xjoontry,  suggested  a  simple  yet 
perfect  remedy,  thereby  saving  annually  more  than  a  million  of 
dollars  to  his  government ;  yet,  during  these  investigations,  he 
was  stigmaitized  as  one  engaged  in  a  work  whieh  wm  whoUf 
37 
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unworthy  his  attention,  and  which  could  not  possibly  prove  of 
any  practical  value. 

The  subjects  of  geology  may  bo  regarded  as  so  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  other  departments  of  natural  history  as  to  be  ab- 
solutely inseparable.  *'  All  the  branches  of  natural  history,  and 
most  of  the  other  sciences,  cluster  around  geology,  and  lend  to  it 
and  each  other  a  mutual  support.  No  man  can  make  great  ad« 
vances  in  atl  the  branches  of  geology ;  the  proper  course  to  bo 
pursued,  is  for  each  individual  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
outlines  of  the  subject,  and  then  devote  his  attention  to  some  par- 
ticular branch  of  inquiry.  It  is  by  such  a  division  of  labor  that 
geology  has  advanced  so  rapidly  within  a  few  years.  The  geo- 
logist must  have  the  results  ot  such  labors  before  he  ca&  draw 
definite  conclusions  on  some  points  of  geology .''• 

When  the  work  in  the  dcfxirtments  under  consideration  shall 
have  been  completed,  it  is  proposed  to  embody  in  a  final  report, 
inu  condensed,  yet  intelligible  manner,  all  that  has  been  elidted 
during  the  progress  of  the  examinations,  as  well  as  what  is  now 
embodied  in  abstract  works  upon  those  subjects,  while  an  at- 
tempt will  bo  made  to  render  this  of  value  to  the  man  of  scieneet 
the  subjects  of  practical  utility  will,  nevertheless,  be  kept  constant- 
ly in  view. 

The  medical  properties  and  various  uses  to  which  the  indtgei^ 
nous  plants  of  our  state  may  be  applied,  arc  at  this  time  soiircely 
known,  &nd  less  appreciated,  by  our  citizens;  and  while  we  are 
looking  abroad  for  many  articles  necessary  to  our  health  and 
comtbrt,  the  very  same  articles,  or  those  which  will  answer  the 
purpose  equally  well,  are  growing  in  abundance  around  us. 

COLLECTIONS   FOR   THE   STATE   UNIVERSITY. 

.  That  portion  of  tlie  duties  assigned  the  geological  boards  invol* 
ving  the  collection  of  specimens  of  natural  history  for  the  univer^ 
sity,  has  received  as  large  a  share  of  attention  as  a  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  other  duties  assigned  would  permit.  The  present 
time,  no  doubt,  offers  a  more  favorable  opportunity  to  supply  the 
parent  university  and  its  branches  with  specimens  of  natural  huh 
tory  than  any  that  will  again  soon  occur.  In  view  of  the  limited 
iacilUies  which  are  afforded  for  the  study  of  these  subjects  in  the 
colleges  of  our  country,  as  also  of  the  character  which  the  additioft 
Qf  such  facilities  would  give  to  our  state  institution,  the  board  of 
regents  have  manifested  a  deep  anxiety  to  furnish  every  facility 
in  their  power  to  aid  in  making  these  collections  as  perfect  as 
possible. 

The  Gollectipns  alreadv  made  in  the  several  departments  of 
mineralogy^  geology,  zoology  and  botany,  are  in  suoh  QoodUieD 

*  GoreiiMir  Marcy't  report  to  the  logitlaiare  of  the  ttat«  of  New  York ,  on  the  lubMel 
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that  they  may  be  readily  transferred  to  the  univemty,  at  Add 
Arbor,  whenever  the  proper  arrangemeDts  shall  have  beeo  made 
by  the  regents  for  that  purpose. 

The  board  of  regents  have  already  furnished  ample  rooms^  io 
jtbia  cityi  as  a  tei)siporary  place  of  deposite  for  the  cdtectkun  oow 
teiog  made« 

TOPCX3RAPHlC\L   DEPARTMENT,   MAPS,   £TC. 

This  department  of  the  geological  survey,  which  was  duly  or- 
ganized under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1838,  has  been  placed 
onder  the  immediate  charge  of  S.  W.  Higgins,  Esq.,  whose  report, 
No.  3,  is  hereto  appended. 

The  arduous  duties  connected  with  this  department  have  been 
performed  with  a  degree  of  energy  and  devotioq  which  deserve 
the  highest  encomiums ;  and  we  trust  it  may  result  in  furnishing 
for  our  state  an  amount  of  accurately  delineated  geographical  and 
topographical  information  which  will  not  l>e  exceeded  by  any 
state  in  our  Ur.ion. 

The  present  time  is  an  exceedingly  favorable  one  for  carrying 
forward  this  portion  of  the  work ;  for  at  this  time,  while  the  state 
engineers  are  engaged  upon  our  works  of  internal  improvement, 
and  while  the  United  States  surveyors  are  engaged  inBubdividing 
the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula,  we  arc  enabled,  with  a  com- 
paratively small  amount  of  labor  and  expense,  to  collect  a  vast 
amount  of  the  most  accurate  geographical  and  topographical  in- 
formation, which  unless  recorded  at  once  would  soon  be  lost. 

The  necessity  for  the  construction  of  accurate  geographical 
maps,  for  the  delineation  of  the  geology  and  topography  of  the 
9tate,  can  be  easily  understood ;  and  without  the  former,  the  pro- 
jection of  the  latter  would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  inaccuracy  of 
our  present  maps,  together  with  their  reduced  scale,  is  well  known, 
and  the  necessity  for  the  construction  of  those  of  a  larger  and 
more  perfect  character  has  been  deeply  felt  by  every  persop 
whose  attention  has  been  called  minutely  to  the  subject  In  order 
to  avoid  the  embarrassment  which  this  defective  character  of 

S^opraphical  information  is  daily  producing,  it  is  very  de  irable 
at  the  remedy  should  be  provided  with  as  little  delay  as  n>ay 
be  compatible  with  the  macinitude  of  the  worL 

Maps  of  the  separate  counties  of  the  state  have  been  commeo- 
ced,  upon  a  scale  of  two  miles  to  the  inch  ;*  a  size  which  will 
enable  us  to  place  upon  them  most  of  that  information  which  will 
be  required  for  the  use  of  town  and  county  officers;  suoh  aa  the 
iength  of  fractional  section  lines^  variations  in  the  surveys,  width 
of  streams  at  the  crossings  of  the  section  lines,  principal  roada, 

*Tbh  wu\e  w  o  fniciiory  larger  th^n  that  adopted  bf  the  ttirveyor  ceneral  of  tbo  atau 
of  New  York,  for  Uie  mapa  of  that  afate,  whioh  wtn  eomtmcfeed  wiiar  hia  diraetlon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


892  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

dec,  Ac    Upon  these  maps,  when  completed,  will  also  be  intro* 
duoed  the  complete  geology  and  topography  of  the  country. 

In  order  that  the  materials  upon  which  to  base  these  maps  may 
always  be  at  band,  the  complete  original  United  States  surveys, 
so  far  as  returns  have  been  made  to  the  land  offices  of  the  state, 
have  been  copied ;  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  procure  from  the 
general  land  office  those  new  surveys  in  progress,  immediately 
upon  the  transmission  of  the  returns  by  the  deputy  surveyors. 
Tiiese  ^  plats,**  however,  only  designate  the  small  streams  and 
marshes  at  the  crossings  of  the  section  lines,  leaving  the  whole 
interior  of  the  sections  to  be  filled  up.  In  order  to  accomplish 
the  immense  work  of  filling  up  the  deficiencies  in  the  township 
maps,  each  of  the  assistants  engaged  in  the  survey  is  instructed  to 
take  into  the  field  perfect  copies  of  the  original  surveys  of  the 
district  in  which  he  may  he  engaged,  and  to  return  the  ^me  with 
the  streams  carried  out,  across  the  interior  of  the  sections,  togeiher 
with  an  accurate  delineation  of  the  marshes,  small  lakes,  ranges 
of  hills,  the  area  of  different  kinds  of  soils,  timbered  lands,  openings, 
prairies,  the  courses  of  the  township  roads,  &c.,  &c.,  as  also  with 
the  geology,  and  so  much  of  the  topography,  as  the  work  may 
warrant. 

The  difficulties  connected  with  the  construction  of  accurate 
maps  of  the  older  counties  of  the  state,  are  much  increased  in 
consequence  of  the  inaccuracy  of  the  original  United  States  sur- 
veys. In  fact,  so  great  is  the  discrepancy,  in  many  instances,  as 
to  lead  to  the  inference  that  some  of  the  subdivisions  were  made, 
or  platted,  without  going  upon  the  ground.  And  where  the  lines, 
in  many  parts  of  these  counties  were  ••  run,**  the  variation  be- 
tween the  actual  and  proposed  course  is  so  great,  as  to  render  it 
nearly  impossible  to  make  the  **  work  close."  Many  streams  of 
considerable  magnitude  are  wholly  omitted  upon  these  **  plats  ;** 
lakes  and  swamps  are  placed  where  none  exist;  and  small  lakes, 
in  a  few  instances,  have  been  found  to  be  upon  serUions  widely 
separated  from  those  upon  which  they  are  represented,  facts  which 
are  known  to  have  given  rise  to  mistakes  of  a  most  serious  cha- 
racter. Instances  oan  be  cited  where  lands  have  been  purchased 
at  the  land  office,  by  reference  to  the  ''  plats*  on  file,  and  those 
lands  afterwards  found  to  be  completely  covered  by  the  waters  of 
a  lake;  others,  where  in  consequence  of  erroneous  marks  at  the 
corners  of  sections,  lands  have  been  **  entered"  several  miles  dis- 
tant from  these  intended  ;  circumstances  which  have  given  rise 
to  much  individual  distress. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  would  respectfully  call  your 
attention  to  the  importance  of  dividing  the  northern  portion  of  the 
peninsula  into  counties,  and  assigning  to  each  a  definite  limit,  with 
at  little  delay  as  the  progress  of  United  States  surveys  will  pei*- 
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femt  The  mort  aatural  divisions  may  as  readily  be  determined 
from  information  which  will  be  elicited  during  the  continuance  of 
the  work  in  progress,  as  at  any  future  time.  By  adopting  this 
course  before  private  interest  comes  to  clash  upon  the  subject^ 
much  legiilatioii  may  be  avoided ;  at  the  same  time  that  it  will 
throw  those  portions  of  our  state  into  such  a  form  that  they  may 
be  more  satisfactorily  projected  upon  the  maps  now  in  progress. 
No  possible  objection*  it  is  conceived,  can  be  urged  a^inst  this 
ooorse,  while  it  may  fairly  be  supposed  it  will^resuTt  in  great  good. 

RETORTS  OF  OBOLOeiCAL  AasisTAinrs. 
The  reports  of  Messrs.  C.  C.  Douglass  and  Bela  Hubbard,  as- 
sistants in  the  geological  department  proper,  of  the  survey,  num- 
bered four  and  five,  are  hereto  appended.  The  great  mass  of 
geographical  and  topographical  information  which  they  have 
been  industriously  engaged  in  collecting,  could  not  be  laid  before 
you9  except  in  connection  with  complete  maps  of  the  counties  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged.  The  duties  which  were  assigned 
these  assistants,  notwithstanding  the  numerous  difiiculties  by  which 
tliev  have  been  surrounded,  have  been  accomplished  in  a  manner 
highly  creditable;  and  we  have  now  on  file  nearly  all  the  matter 
requisite  for  the  complete  elucidation  of  the  condition  and  resources, 
as  well  as  for  ttie  construction  of  maps  of  the  counties,  in  the  survey 
ot  which  tlicy  have  been  engaged. 

The  consideration  of  that  portion  of  (he  work  which  relates 
more  particularly  to  agriculture,  it  has  been  deemed  advisable, 
thus  far,  to  defer,  for  the  very  good  reason  that  sufficient  time  hae 
n€>t  vet  elapsed  for  the  complete  analysis  of  the  soils,  a  labor 
which  must  be  performed  before  minute  practical  conclusions  can 
be  drawn*  The  extent  of  certain  characters  of  soils,  in  the  coun- 
ties examined,  together  with  their  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of 
agriculture,  and  the  remedies  necessary  to  supply  any  defects  in 
ti^ir  composition,  are  subjects,  to  the  consideration  of  which  much 
time  has  already  been,  and  will  hereafter  be  devoted. 

Upon  the  first  opening  of  spring,  it  is  proposed  to  renew  the 
minute  surveys  in  the  southern  counties  of  the  state,  and  to  com- 
plete the  work  in  each  of  those  counties  as  rapidly  as  circumsUfo- 
ces  will  permit. 

The  difiiculties  by  which  we  were  surrounded  in  perfecting  the 
survey  under  the  original  act,  have  been  removed  by  the  present 
^an  of  organization,  and  moving  on  as  a  whole,  the  assistanoe 
and  support  given  each  other  by  the  separate  departments  is  aoch, 
that  a  much  larger  amount  of  labor  is  accomplished  than  under 
other  circumstances  could  possibly  be  done,  while  the  work  is  at 
the  same  time  rendered  uniform*an(l  complete. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  tender  through  you  my 
grateful  acknowledgments!  as  well  for  the  uniform  kindness  with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SM  SBNATEDOOUMBNUS. 

which  I  bava  been  roceived,  a«  for  the  vftlaabh  information  and 
assistance  which  has  been  rendered  to  the  work  in  progress»  by 
the  citbens  of  our  state. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 
Suae  GMogUii. 


(No.  h) 

Report  of  Doct  Arm.  Sagbr,  Zoologist  of  Geological 

survey. 

D^ttni,  January  13,  1689. 
To  Deuglam  Houghton,  Slate  Qeologist : 

Sir — In  conformitr  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  approved  Maroh 
d2,  1889,  providing  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  state,  the  nn^ 
dersigned  respectfully  submits  the  following  report  of  the  progress 
made  in  the  zoological  department 

Previous  to  submitting  the  result  of  the  investigation  in  this  de- 
partment during  the  past  year,  permit  me,  for  the  satisfaction  of 
those  whose  liberality  nnd'zetA  for  the  interest  of  our  state  anther 
rised  the  survey,  to  present  a  condensed  view  of  the  objects  and 
anticipated  results  of  the  investigation  in  this  department 

To  investigate  as  far  as  practicable  the  mode  of  existence,  the 
relative  position,  office  and  influence  in  the  sentient  organic  world* 
of  every  animal  native  to  our  state,  from  the  insect  of  ephemeral 
existence,  the  worm  that  wends  its  way  darkling  through  a  brief 
and  sim^rfe  life,  to  the  quadruped  of  most  varied  and  complicated 
structure  and  functions,  more  especially  their  relation  to  an  influ- 
ence, ekher  direct  and  obvious,  or  indirect  upon  the  interest  and 
happiness  of  man  5  operating  by  the  development  of  our  intellec- 
tual and  moral  natures,  and  ministering  to  our  physical  necessi- 
tie8/-^o  aecertain  if  possible  the  means  of  rendering  them  directly 
subservient  to  our  interests,  and  avert  the  evils  arisfng  from  an 
excessive  development  of  the  species* — to  collect,  preserve  and 
systematically  arrange,  in  order  to  display  affinities  of  structure, 
apecimens  of  every  species,  and  materials  illustrative  of  their 
habits  and  instincts,  the  whole  with  a  view  to  excite  and  dissemi- 
nate a  taste  for  the  interesting  and  important  study  of  zoo'ogv : — 
These  appear  to  have  been  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  legis- 
lature that  framed  and  enacted  the  bill  authorizing  the  investiga- 
tioD. 

It  must  be  obvious  to  every  reflecting  mind,  that  no  well  di- 
lected  or  availing  efforts  can  be  made,  either  to  improve  the  ad- 
vantages or  avert  the  evils  growing  out  of  our  connexion  with 
the  animal  world,  without  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  their 
atroGtore,  capabilities  and  habits.    Destitute  of  this  knowledge,  we 
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but  strike  in  the  dark*  and  are  more  likely  to  impair  than  ))ro- 
mote  our  interests. 

It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  subject  is  of  vast  extent ; 
and  surely  if  the  study  of  the  phenomena  of  the  inorganic  worlds 
with  a  view  to  determine  its  general  laws,  of  which  to  avail  our* 
selves  to  advance  our  interest,  is  worthy  of  encouragement  as  of 
last  importance,  not  less  so  are  those  manifold  and  varied  mani* 
festations  of  the  Infinite  that  constitute  the  phenomena  of  the  or- 
ganic world,  and  the  proper  study  of  the  Bk>tanist  and  Zoologist 
Nor  should  we  anticipate  less  important  results  when  those  stu- 
dies have  been  prosecuted  to  the  educing  those  ^neral  principles 
that  rule  the  organic  creationt  than  we  already  derive  from  an  ac- 
quaintance with  those  by  which  the  inorganic  world  is  directed 
and  governed.  As  intellectual  pursuits,  in  moral  interest  and 
sublimity,  they  do  not  concede  the  palm  of  superiority  to  any  oth- 
er subjects  whatever.  Surely  the  mind  that  can  view  from  the 
pinnacle  of  the  temple  of  science,  at  a  glance,  the  whole  organic 
world  outspread  beneath  him,  can  comprehend  its  vast  and  mtri- 
cate  machinery,  and  behold  it  moving  by  a  few  simple,  uniform 
and  unvarying  principles,  is  favored  With  a  prospect  not  less  sub- 
lime than  that  to  whose  intellectual  vision  the  whole  inorganic 
world  is  revealed. 

As  early  in  the  season  as  the  necessary  arrangements  and  pre* 
parations  would  permit,  we  commenced  our  labor^  the  results  ^ 
which  will,  in  part,  be  found  in  the  subjoined  catalogue.  Of  many 
of  the  species  contained  in  the  catalogue,  the  requisite  number  of 
species  have  been  preserved ;  of  some  other  species,  a  much  larger 
number  than  was  required  have  been  collected,  with  a  view  to  fo- 
reign exchanges,  and  In  eonseqMence  of  the  rarity  of  others,  not  a 
sufficient  number  have  been  secured.  Besides*  the  species  enu- 
merated in  the  catalogue,  a  very  considerable  number  belonging 
to  the  inferior  classes  have  been  obtained,  but  do  not  yet  admit  of 
arrangement  in  a  catalogue.  Although  a  considerable  amount 
of  materials  have  been  collected  towards  forming  a  history  of  the 
subjects  of  our  investigation,  yet  much  remains  to  be  accomplish- 
ed before  the  subject  can  be  said  to  approach  completeness. 

ABM.  SAGER,  StaU  Zoohgia. 
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CATALOGUE. 

Class  MAidcAuub 

Order  Quadrdmana 
Pam.  Vespertilionidae.    Gray.   Bats 

Sub-fam.  Vespertilioninae.    6ray# 
Yespertilio  arcuatus.    Say. 
Order  Ferae.    Linn. 
Fanu    Felidae 

Lupus  occidentalis.    Rich.    Woir> 
Vulpes  fulvus.    L.  Red  fox 
Fam.  Musteiidae.    Sw. 
Sub-fam.  Ursiaae.    Sw. 
Procyon  lotor.  L.  Racoon 
Sub-fam.  Mustelinae.  Sw. 

Putorius  lutreola.    Cuv.    Mink. 
Fam.  Sorecidae.    S. 

^Sorex  parvus.    Say.    Shrew 
Scalops  canadensis.    Cav.    Canada  mole 
Condylura  macroura.    Harl.    Star  nosed  mob 
Order  Glires.  Linn. 
i)iv.  Isl.  Claviculata 

Fiber  zibeticus.     L.     Mask  rat 
Arvicola 

Merionos  canadensis.  III.  Jumping  moui^ 
Sermophilus  Huodii.     F.  Cuv. 
Sciurus  vulpinus  7  6m.  Fox  Squirrel 
carolinesus.  L.  Gray  squirrel 
Sciurus  hudsonius.  L.  Chickaree 
niger.    L.  black  squirrel 
Tamid  striata.     KI.  Ground  squirrel 
Div.  Inclaviculata 
Lepus  americanus.    Gm.    American  hare 

ClASS  AVB8« 

Order  Raptores 
Fam.  Falconidae 

Sub-fam.    Aquillinae.    Eagles 
Pandion  americanus.     Sw.    Fish  eagle 
Aquila  leucocepbalus.     Bald  eagle 
Sub-fam.  Buteoninae.    Buzzards 
Buteo  Sancti  Johannis.    Gm.    Black  htwk 
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iioeatufl.    Aud.    Red  breasted  hawk 
CireiwcyaDeus.    JU    Marsh  hawk 
Sub*£un.  raloonioae.    Falcoos 
Fftkjo  peregrifius.    Gm.     Waaderiog  iaieon 
•panrerius.    L.    Amer.  sparrow  hawk 
coiumbarius.    L.    Pigeon  hawk 
.SuMam.  Accipitrinae.    Hawks 
Aodpiter  penosylvanicus.    Sw* 

Gooperi.    Nutt    Cooper's  hawk 
Atftur  boiealis.    Sw.    Red  tailed  hawk 
Pam*  Strigidae  Owls 

SootophilQs  BftaoBca.    Bw.    Little  owl 
Otus«  braebyotus.    Sw.    Short  eared  owl 

>    vD^ris.    Sw.    Long  eared  owl 
AflRO  wginiana-     Sw.    Great  homed  owl 

gfaifai  nelNiloaa*    Guv.    Barred  owl 
yetea  Candida.    Sw.    Snowy  owl 
Soroia  funerea.    Dum^    Hawk  owl 
Order  Insessores^-Perchers 
Tribe  Dentirostres 
Fam.  Laniadae 
8iib-faiD«  Lamanae 

liaoius  septentrionalis.    Gm.    Shrike 
Sub-fam«  Tyranninae 
TyraaiMJs'  intrepidus.    Sw.    Great  crested  king  bird 
crinita.     Sw.    King  bird 
inomata.    Nutt 
Tyrannula  fusca.    Sw.    Phebe 

virens.    Sw.    Wood  pewee 
acadica.    Sw.    Little  pewee 
TrailliL    Sw.    Trail's  pewee 
FaiA.  Merulidae 
Sub-fam*  Meridioae 

Orpheos  polygkHtis.    Sw.    Mocking  bird 
rufus.    Brown  thrush 
feliTox.    Sw.    Cat  bird 
migratorius.    Sw.    Ameriean  robio 
muslelinus.    Sw.     Wood  thrush 
aurooapillus.    Golden  crowned  tiurush 
aquaticus.    Water  thruab 
Pam.  Svlviadae 
jSab^miii  Saxicolinae 

Siatiia :  Wilsonii    Sw.    Blue  bird 
Sub-fam.  Sylvianae 
Culicivera  coerulea.    Sw. 
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Sub-fam.  Parianae 
Setophaga  rciticilla.    Sw.    Amer.  redstart 

canadensis.     Sw.    Canada  flycatoher 
cucullata.     Sw.     Hooded  flycatcher 
Dumecola  (?)  VVilsonii.    Sw.     Wilson's  flycatcher 
Sylncola  americana.    Sw.    Blue  yellowbacked  do 
discolor.     Sw.    Prairie  warbler 
corona ta.    Sw.    Yellow  crowned  warbler, 
castanea.     Sw.     Bay  breasted  warbfer 
icterocephala.    Sw.    Chesnutsided  warbler 
Blackburnaee.    Sw.    Blackburnian  warbler 
virens.    Sw.    Summer  yellowbird 
Canadensis.    Blackthroated  blue  warbler 
Vermivora  pinus.     Sw.     Pine  warbler 

chrysoptera.    Sw.   Groldenwinged  warbler 
rubricapilla.    Sw.    NashviBe  warbler 
Mniotilta  varia.    Yeill.    Black  and  white  creeper 
Parus  palustris.     L.     Black  capt  tit 
Trichas  personatus.    Sw.    Maryland  yellowthroat 
Fan).  Anfipelidae 
Sub-fam.  Vireoninae 

Vireo  olivaci?us.     Wils.    Red  eyed  greenlet 

flavifrons.     Veill.     Yellowthroated  greenlet 
noveboracensis.    Bon.     White  eyed  greenlet 
Sub-ram.  Bombycillinae 

Bombycilla  carolinensis.    Briss.    Cedar  bird 
Sub-fam.  Garrulinae 
Cyanurus  cristatus.    Sw.     Blue  jay 
Fam.  Sturnidae 

Sub-fam.  Scaphidurinae 
Quiscalis  versicolor.     Veill.    Crow  black  bird 
Scolecophagus  ferrugineus.    Sw.    Rustle  grakle 
Sub-fam.  Icierinae 

Icterus  Baltimore.    Daud.    Golden  oriole 
spurius.     Bon.    Orchard  oriole 
Sub'fam.  Aglainae 
Dolicbonyx  onzivora.    Sw.    Rice  bunting 
Agelaius  phoeniceus.    Bill.     Swamp  black  bird 
Molothrus  pecoris.     Sw.    Cowpen 
Sturnella  coliaris.    Bill.     Meadow  lark 
Fam.  Fringillidae 

Sub-fam.  Coccolhrauslinae 
Coccoborus  ludovicianus.    Sw.    Redbreasted  grosbeak 
Carduelis  americana.    Sw.     Yellow  bird 
Sub-fam.  Tanagrinae 
Phoenisoma  rubra.    Sw.     Summer  red  bird 
Pipillo  erythroptbalmus.    Veill.    Towee  buntii^ 
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Sub-fam.  FringilliDae 
Friii^lla.graminea.    Wills.    Ground  sparmw 

juncorucn*    Lath.    Field  sparrow. 
2iOnotrichia  savannaram.    Sw.     Savannah  Snch 

leucophrys.  Sw.  White  crowned  sparrow 
pennsylvanica.  Sw.  White  throated   do 
meiodia.     fcfw.     Song  Sparrow 
Ammodramus  palustris.    Sw.    Swamp  sparrow 
Chondesles  strigata.    8w.    Lark  finch 
Emberiza  canadensis.    Sw.    Tree  sparrow 

americana.    Wils.    Black  throated  bunting 
cyanea.    Sw.    Indigo  bird 
Plectrophanes  nivalis.    Selb. 
Sub*fam.  Alaudinae 

Alauda  cornuta.     Wils.     Lark 
Sab-fam.  Motacillinae 
Anthus  aquaticus.    Bech. 
Tribe  third,  Scansores 
Fam  Picidae 

Picus  viilosus.    L.    Hairy  woodpecker 

pubescens.    L.    Downy  woodpecker 
Dendrocopus  varius.  Sw.    Yellow  bellied  woodpecker 
Dryotomus  piloatus.  Sw.    Log  cock 
Colaptes  auratuse.  Sw.    Flicker 
Melanerpes  ery throcephalus.  Sw.    Red  beaded  wood- 
pecker 
Centurus  carolinus.  Sw.    Carolina  woodpecker 
Fam.  Certhiadae 
Sub-fam.  Certhianae 

Certhia  famillaris.  L.    Creeper 
Sub-fam.  Sittinae 

Sitta  carolinensis.  L.    White  bellied  nuthatch 
Sub-fam.  Trogloditinae 
Thryothorus  palustris.  Yeill.    Marsh  wren 
Troglodytes  europeus.     Winter  wren 
Fam.  Cuculidae 
Sub'fam.  Cuculinae 
Erythrophrys  domenicus.  Sw.    Black  billed  cuckoo 
Coccyzus  americanus.  Sw.    Yellow  billed  cuckoo 
Tribe  fourth.    Tenuirostres 

Fam.  Trochilidae  ^ 

Trochilus  colubris.  L.    Hummin^H^fd 
Fam.  Halcyonidae 

Ispida  alcyoo.  Sw. 
Fam.  Caprimulgidae 

Caprimulgus  vociferus.  L.     Whippoorwill 
Chordeileis  americana.  Sw.    Night  jar 
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FaiD.  Hirundinae 

CvfMelus  pelaflgius.  Ternm.    Chimney  fWftltow 
Hirundo  purpureus.  L.  Purple  inaitin 
rufa.  Gm.    Barn  swallow 
I^m.  Hirundinae 

Hirundo  biccdor.    Yeill. 
Order  Rasores 
Fam,  TetFBonidae 

Bonasia  unbellus*    Bon.    Ruftd  grouse 
Tetrao  copido.    L.  Prairie  hen 

canadensis.    L.    Canada  grottse 
Qrtyx  virginiana.    Steph.    American  quail 
Fam,  Columbidae 
Ekstopistes  carolinensis.    Sw.     Turtle  dove 

migratorius.    Sw.    Passenger  pigeon 
Order  Grallatores.    Waders. 
Fam.  Ardeadae 

Ardea  herodias.    L.  Blue  heron 
Egretta  americana.    Sw.     Egret  heron 
Buter  americana.    Sw.    American  bittern, 
exilis.    Sw.    Least  bittern 
F^.  Itallidae 
Fulica  chloropus.    Gm.    Common  gallinule 

atra.     Wils.    Common  coot 
Rallns  rir^nianus.    L-    Virginian  rail 
noveboracensis.     Bon. 
Fam.  Soolopacidae 

Scolopax  minor.    Gm*     Woodcock 

^riseus.    Gm.    Red  breasted  snipe 
Wilsonii.     Bin.     Wilson*s  snipe. 
Limosa  fedoa.     Yeill.    Marbled  godwit 
Tringa  pectoralis.    Bon.     Pectoral  sand-piper, 
minuta.    Leisl.     Small  sand-piper 
Wilsonii.    Nutt.     Wilson's  sand-piper 
cinerea.     Knot 
Tetanus  melanoleucus.    Veill.    Tell-tale 

flavipes.     Veill.     I^esser  yellow  shanks 
Bartramius,    Temm.     Bartram's  tatler 
macularius.     Temm.     Spotted  sand-piper 
chloropygius.    Veill.    Green  rump  sand-piper 
Strepsilas  interpres.     III.     Turnstone 
Fam.  Charadriadae 
Charadrius  vociferus.    L.     Kildcer  plover 

Eluvialis.     L.     Golden  plover 
_  ^  I  melanogaster.     Bech. 

Order  Natatores 
Fam.  Anatidae 
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Salvfiun,    Anseriime 
Cygnos  muiiout.'  Becb.    8 wan 
Anser  caoadeDsis.    VeilL    Canada  goosef  ^ 

byperboreuflL    Falh    Snow  gooae 
Sab-fam.  Anatinae.    River  ducks 
Mareca  americana.    Leach.    American  wklgoon 
Dendronessa  sponsa.    Sw.    Tree  duck 
ChaulioduB  strepera.    Sw.    Gadwall 
Anas  clypeaia^    Sw.    Shoveller 
Boachas  domestica.    8w»    MaHard 

creoca.    Sw.    Greenwinged  tefti 
discors.    Sw.    Bluewinged  teal 
obscura.    Sw.    Dusky  duck 
Dafila  caudacuta.    Leach.    Pintail  duck 
Sub-fam.    Fuligulinae 
Fuligula  ferina,    Stepk    Pochard 

valisneri.    Steph.    Canvaasback 
marilla.    Stera.    Scaup  duck 
rufitorqued.    Bon.    Ringneck. 
Gangula  aibeola.    Rich*    Bufielhead 
Haralda  glacialis.    Sw.     Longtaiied  duck 
Sub-fam.  ^fe^ganidae 
Mergus  merganser.    L.    Gooseander 
serrator.    L. 

cucullatus.    L«    Crested  merganser 
Fam.  Colymbidae 
PodicepB  rubricoHis.    Lath.    Rednecked  grebe 

cornutus.    Lath.    Homed  grebe 
Dasyptiius  carolinensis.    Sw.    Pied  dobofaiek 
Fam.  Alcadae 
Sub-faro.    Laridae 
Sterna  Hirundo.    L.    Swallowtailed  tern 
Sub-fam.  Lams  Bonapartii.    Sw*    Bonaparte'a  goU 
zonorhynchus.    Rich, 
glaucus.    Brunn. 
atricilla.    Sw. 

Class  RBrnuA. 

Order  Chelobia 

Cistudo  clausa.    Say.    Box  tortoise 
Emys  picta.    Schw. 
geographica.    Say. 
guttata.    Schw. 
pennsylvanica.     Harl. 
Chelydra  serpentina.    Schw.    Snapping  turtle 
Order  Ophidia 

Coluber  obsolets.    Say. 
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Coluber  conBtrictor.    L.    Black  Snake 

sipedoc    L.    BrowD  water  snake 
saurita.    L.    Ribbon  snake 
sirtalis.    L*    Garter  snake 
proximus.  (7)  Say. 
punctatus.     L. 
septemvittatus.    Say. 
heterodoo.    Daud.    Hognosed  snake 
eximius.    DeKayr    Chicken  snake 
vernalis*     UeKay.    Green  snake 
Crotalus  teigemious«    Say«    Kattle  snake 

Cuu»  Amphibia. 

Order  Batrachia 

Bufo  musicus.    Cuv.     Toad. 

Hyla  versicolor.    LeConte.    Tree  toad 

Rana  clamitans.    Daud. 

halecina.    Daud.     Shad  frog 
palustris.     LeConte.     Tiger  frog 
sylvatica.    LeConte.     Wood  frog 
gryllus.     LeConte.    Savannah  cricket 

Salamandra  symmetrica.     Harl. 

Salamandra  cineroa.  (?)  Gr. 
undetermined 

Menobranches  lateralis.    Harl. 

Class  Fiscbs. 

Order  Acanthopterygii 
Fam.  Percoides 
Perca  flavescens  ?    Cuv.  and  Val.    Perch  . 
Labrax — undetermined 
Lncioperca  Americana.    Cuv.    Pickerel 
Pomotis  auritus  7    Cuv. 
Centrarchus  aeneus.    Cuv. 
Order  Malacopterygit  Abdominales 
Fam.  Cyprinidae 

Labeo  Cyprinus.    Cuv. 

Catostomus  macrolepidotus.    Les.    Sucker. 

Jiigricans.     Les. 
etermined 
Fam.  Esoces 

Esox  reticulatus.    Les.    Pike 
eston    Les.    Muskelonge 
Fam.  Siluridae 

Pimelodus  catus.    Lac.    Catfish 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  »» 

Fam.  Salmonidae 

Salmo  amethystes.    Mitch.    Troat. 
Corregonus  albus.    Les.     Whitefish 
Artedi.    Les. 
Fam.  Clupeae 

HyodoD  tergisus.    Les.    Herring 
Lepisosteus.    Lac 
Order  Malacopterygii  Subbrachiata 
Fam.  Gadoides 

Lota  maculata,    Cuv;    Dogfish 
Order  Choodropterygii 
Fam.  Stariones 

Sturio  maculosus?    Cuv.    Sturgeon 
Fftm.  Cyclostomes 
.    PetromyzoQ  nigi-icans?    Les.    Lamprey 

DIV  MOLUSCA. 

Class  Chonchifeba. 

Sect.  Lamellipoda 
Cyclas  similis.    Say. 
dubiosa.         * 
Naiadae.    Fresh  water  bivalves 
Uoio.  plicatus.    Say. 

alatus.    Say. 

purpureus.    Say. 

lasciolaris.    Raf. 

uodulaius.    Barnes. 

multiradiatuSi    Lea* 

drculus.    Lea. 

penitus.    Con. 

lapillus.    Say. 

compressus.     Lea. 

triar^ularis.    Barnes. 

cariosus.     Say. 

fragilis.    Raf. 

subrotundus.    Lea. 

coelatus.    Con. 

iris*    I^fCa. 

Hildrethianus.    Lca« 

siiiquoideus.    Barnes. 

nasutus.    Say. 

rectus.    Lam. 

dilatatus.    Raf. 

tuberculatus.    Raf. 

buUatus.    Raf. 

olivarius.    Raf. 
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Unio  rabigiiiosua    Lea. 
gibbosos.    Raf. 
veotricosus.  ^Bar. 
AnodoDta  Ferrussaciaoa.    Lea. 

cataracta.    Say. 
Alaamodoata  roargioata.    Say. 
undulata.    Say. 
edentala.    Say. 

Order  Grasteropoda 
Phyllidiaoa 
Patella 
Order  Tracbelipoda 
Coliaiacea 

Helix  solitaria.    Say. 
albolabris.    Say. 
zaleta.    Say. 
multilineata.    Say. 
olausa.    Say. 

matema.    Say.  '    . 

faliak.    Say. 
hirsuta.    Say* 
perspectiva.     Say« 
pilliata.    Say. 
inffecta.    Say. 
thyroidus.    Say. 
fratema.    Say. 
Hgera.    Say. 
fuliginosa.    Say# 
coDcava.    Say. 
profunda.    Say. 
altemata.    Say. 
tridentata.    Say< 
inoroata.    Say. 
elevata.    Say* 
arboreus.    Say* 
Pupa  ovata.    Say. 
Succioea  ovalis.    Say. 

campestris.    Say« 
Lymneana 
Planorbis  trirolvis.    Say. 
exacuus.    Say. 
campaDulatus.    Say« 
bicarinatus.    Say. 
Physa  heterostroi^ia.    Say. 
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I%yia  eiongat««    Say* 
Lyronem  columellui*    Say. 
elodes.    Say. 
(te«idio8U8»    Say. 
eCagnaltf. 
Mekuiiana 
Maknia  virgioica.    Say. 

depy^    Say. 
Feriatomiaiia 
Yalvata  trieanaata.    Say* 

mtieeni*    Say. 
Faludtaa  deciaa*    Say- 

pooderoNi.    Say. 

(No.  2.) 

Bepart  qf  Dootor  John   Wright,  Betanist  of  the  Oeahgkd 

Survey. 

Detroit,  January  \$U  1880. 

7b  Douglass  Houghton,  State  Geologist :  " 

•  *   * 

Sir^Q  compliance  wkh  the  act  passed  by  the  state  legislature^ 
March,  1838,  providing  for  a  geological  survey  of  the  state,  the 
undersigned  respectfully  submits  the  following  report : 

The  examinations  in  the  botanical  department  of  the  survey^ 

duong  the  past  season,  have  been  made  in  the  two  most  southern 

ranges  of  counties  of  the  state,  from  the  Detroit  river  to  Lake 

.  I^ichigan,  excepting  the  county  of  Monroe ;  and  in  St.  Clait 

county. 

The  extensive  requisitions  of  the  bill,  making  it  obligatory  on 
those  engaged  in  investigating  the  natural  history  of  the  state,  to 
coiJect  and  preserve*  as  far  as  practicable,  seventeen  specimens  eft 
each  kind  of  iis  products,  has  been  the  principal  inducement  for 
confining  the  sphere  of  action  to  the  above  mentioned  portions  ot 
the  state.  The  bulky  apparatus  necessary  to  be  conveyed  from 
place  to  place,  during  the  excursions,  for  the  preservation  of  the 

I»Iauts  in  such  extensiv^c  collectiQns,  and  the  requisite  convenienoet 
or  drying  and  protecting  them,  render  it  impracticable  to  exa- 
mine a  very  great  extent  of  country,  and  particularly  such  por- 
tions of  it  as  are  unsettled,  during  a  single  season,  or  until  the 
principal  mass  is  collected. 

The  plan  adopted  during  the  past  season,  was  to  make  the 
collections  in  the  more  inhabited  portions,  or  in  such  situations  o^ 
the  country  as  are  the  most  favorable  for  the  preservation  of  the 
plantsi,  XiM  get  together,  as  far  as  possible,  the  jequired  numbef 
of  thoie  species  which  are  found  in  them. 
39 
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The  parts  which  we  have  examined,  undoubtedly  oontain  the 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  species  which  grow  in  the  state; 
and  as  they  are  sufficiently  settled  to  possess  the  requisite  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  such  extensive  collections,  we  have  been  enabled 
to  accumulate  a  large  number  of  specimens,  which  could  not  have 
beeu  collected  under  any  other  circumstances  ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  to  include  in  them  the  majority  of  the  individual  plants  of 
the  state ;  thereby  preventing  the  embarrassing  necessity  of  se* 
curing  this  extensive  mass  while  investigating  larger  and  less 
inhabited  tracts,  where  these  facilitiesi  are  not  offered. 

With  the  able  assistance  of  Mr.  George  li.  Bull,  assistant  bo- 
tanist, I  have  been  enabled  to  examine  t)etween  eight  and  nine 
bundled  natiye  or  naturalized  species  of  phenogamous  or  flower- 
ing plants;  and  to  collect  specimens  of  each,  illustrative  of  their 
character,  amounting,  in  all,  to  aboi!it  nine  thousand,  which  are 
BOW  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  More  than  this  num- 
ber of  species  were  observed  growing  in  the  counties  examined, 
but  they  were  not  in  a  proper  condition  for  the  selection  of  spe- 
cimens for  pi-eservation  at  the  time  of  observation. 

A  considerable  number  of  cryptogamous  or  flowerless  plants 
were  also  noticed  and  secured. 

It  has  been  our  object,  while  making  these  collections,  to  select 
those  specimens  which  will  exhibit  nil  the  characters  of  the  indi- 
viduals ;  and  for  this  purpose,  all  parts  of  the  plant  have  been 
taken  as  far  as  time  and  opportunity  would  admit  of. 

The  herbaceous  plants,  when  not  too  large,  have  been  kept 
entire,  including  their  roots,  stems.  leaves,  and  flowers  ;  and  when 
too  large,  suitable  portions  of  each  h:ive  been  inken  to  illustrate 
them  :  of  the  woody  ones,  small  branches  with  their  leaves,  and 
when  practicable,  flowers  and  fruit  have  been  selected  for  the 
purpose ;  and  it  is  intended  to  make  the  suit  more  perfect  by 
procuring  sections  of  their  trunks,  which  uant  ot  time  prevented 
us  from  doing,  during  the  botanizing  season.     The  size  of  the 

|)aper  shi^et  used  for  h(»lding  them  is  12  by  17  inches  ;  thus  al- 
owing  of  the  preservation  of  ample  sized  ones,  which  have 
accordingly  been  chosen.  It  has  also  been  considered  necessary 
to  a  complete  herbarium,  that  the  ripe  seeds  should  be  added,  and 
those  of  a  considerable  number  of  species  have  been  obtained 
for  this  object. 

Observations  relating  to  the  individual  plants  have  been  made, 
with  reference  to  their  economical  and  medicinal  uses,  and  to 
their  correct  analysis  and  individual  characters.  It  is  not  my  in- 
tention, in  this  report,  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  such  obser- 
vations ;  for  this  would  obviously  be  improper,  as  the  investiga- 
tions are  not  finished,  and,  in  cooscquencc,  not  sufficiently 
complete  to  allow  of  their  being  made  at  the  present  time ;  or, 
if  made,  would  causa  unnecessary  repetition  in  the  final  report. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  JOT 

For  these  reasons,  I  have  thought  it  advisable  to  eonfine  the 
Dolice  of  the  plants,  at  presentt  to  a  catalogue  of  their  names^ 
reserving  a  detailed  account  of  them  for  a  final  report :  and  en- 
deavor, in  the  mean  time,  to  collect  such  facts  in  regard  to  them, 
as  opportunity  shall  offer,  as  will  be  of  use  both  in  a  practical 
and  scientific  point  of  view* 

It  is  my  intention  to  examine,  hereaffer,  those  portions  of  the 
state  which  have  not  been  explored,  and  render  the  collactiona  as 
complete  as  possible. 

The  accompanying  catalogue  embraces  the  phenogamoQS  and 
filicoid  plants  which  have  been  collected. 

JOHN  WRIGHT,  Batamst. 

,     CATALOGUE 
'       A. 

Acalypha  virginica,  Linn.*    Three-seed  mercury 
Acer  eriocarpum,  Mx.    Silver  maple 
nigrum,  Mx.    Black  maple 
saccharinum,  Linn.    Hard  maple.    So^r  maple 
Achillea  millefolium,  Linn.    Yarrow.    Milfoil 
Acniba  cantiabina,  Linn.     Water  hemp.    Indian  hemp 
Acorus  calamus,  Linn.    Sweet,  flag 
Actaea  alba,  Bw.    White  cohosh 

racemosa,  Linn.    Cohosh*    Black  snake^root 

rubra,  Bw.     Baneberry 
Actinomeris  squarrosa,  Nutt. 
Adiantum  pedatum»  Linn.    Maiden-hair 
Aesculus  glabra,  Ww.    Small  buck*eye 
Agrimonia  Eupatoria,   Linn.    Agrimony 
Agropyron  cauinum,  R.  and  S. 
Agrostemma  Githago,  Linn.    Cockle 
Agrostis  alba,  Linn.  White-top 

clandestina  7    Sprengel 

lateriflora,  Mx. 

tenuiflora,  Ww. 

vulgaris,  Smith.    Red-top 
Aira  cespitosa,  Linn. 
Aletris  farinosa,  Linn.    FVilse  aloe 
Alisma  Plantago,  Linn,    Water  plantain 
Allium  canadense,  Linn.    Meadow  garlic 
cernuum,  Roth. 

tricoccum,  Alton.     Three-seed  leek 
AInus  serrulata,  Ww.    Alder 
Alopecurus  geniculatus,  Linn.    Fox-tail 

*For  ftbbremtkint  of  th«  Autbon*  names,  see  the  end  of  the  CaUlogaa. 
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Amaranthus  hybridus,  lioa. 
Ambrosia  elatior,  Linn.    Hog* weed 

trifida,  Linn. 
Amelanchier  Botiyapiura,  Lind.    Shad-bush.    Juna^berry 
AmeiaDchier  ovalis,  Lind.    Medlar-bush 

sanguinea,  D.  C. 
Amorpba  caoesoens,  Nutt    Lead-plant 
Amptucarpa  monoica,  Elliott. 
Andromeda  calyculata,  Linn.     Lather-leaf 

poiirolia,  Linn.     Wild  rosemary 
Anemone  aconitifolia,  Mx. 

nemorosa,  Linn.    Wood  anemone 
virginiana,  Linn.     Wind-flower 
Andropogon  iurcatus,  Muhl.     Fork-spike 
nutans,  Linn.    Beard-grass 
scoparius,  Mx.    Broom-grass 
virginicus,  Linn. 
Angelica  atropurpurea,  Linn.    High  angelica 

triquinata,  Mx. 
Anethum  foenicuium^  Fennd. 
Anthemis  cotula,  Linn.     May*weed 
Apios  tuberosa,  Moenchausen.   Ground-nut 
Apocynum  androsaemifolium,  Linn.    Dog-bane 
h V  pcricifolium,  Aiton.   Indian  hemp 
Arabis  canadenais»  Lino.    Sickle-pod 
laevigata,  D.  C. 
lyrata,  Linn, 
sagittata,  Torrey. 
Aralia  nudicaulis,  Linn.     Wild  sarsaparilla 

racemosa,  Linn.    Spikenard  . 
Arbutus  Uva-ursi,  Linn.     Bearberry 
Archemora  ambigua,  D.  C. 
Arctium  lappa,  Linn.     Burdock 
Arethusa  bulbosa,  Linn.    Arethusa 
Arenaria  stricta,  Mx. 

lateriflora,  Linn. 
Aristida  stricta,  Mx. 

Arum  triphyilum,  Linn.     Wild  turnip.    Wal»  robin 
Artemisia  canadensis,  Mx.   Wild  worm*wood 
Arundo  canadensis,  Mx.    Read-grass 

coarctata,  Torrey 
Asarum  canadense,  Linn.   Wild  ginger 
Asclepias  incarnata^Lino. 
lanoeolata,  I\res. 
phytolaccoides«  LydH. 
purpurasuens,  Linn, 
syriaca,  Linn.    Milk- weed 
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Asdepias  taberosa,  Linn.    Pleurisy-root.    White-root 

verticillata,  Linn. 
Aflpidium  acroatichoides,  Ww. 
asplenoides,  Linn* 
bulbiferum,  Ww. 
fiiix-femina,  Ww. 
intermedium,  MbhI. 
Dove-boracensis,  Ww. 
Thelypteris,  Ww. 
ABplenium  anffustifolium,  Mx. 

thelypteroides,  Mx.   Silvery  »pleeowt)rt 
After  acuminatus,  (?)  Mx. 
corymbosus,  Alton, 
diversifolius,  Mx.  (?) 
laxus,  Ww. 
paniculatus,  Aiton. 
salicifolius,  (?)  Pursh. 
serioeas,  Nutt. 
Tradescanti,  Ww. 
Astragalus  canadensis,  Linn.  Milk  vetch 
Atheropqgon  apludoides,  Muhl.     Beard-grass 

B. 

Baptisia  alba,  Ww. 

tinctoria,  Brown.    Wild  indigo 
Batschia  canescens,  Mx.    Puccoon.     False  bugloss 
Betula  excelsa,  Aiton.    Yellow  birch 

glandulosa,  Mx.  Scrub  birch 

p«ipyracea»  Ww.  Paper  birch.    Canoe  birch 
Bidens  Beckii,  Torrey.   Water  marygold 
Bidens  cemua,  Linn. 

frondosa,  Linn.    Burr  marygold.    Cudcold 

petiolata,  Nutt. 
Blephilia  ciliata,  Rafinesque. 
Blephilia  hirsuta,  Rafinesoue. 
Blitum  virgatum,  Linn.    Slender  blite 
Botrychium  fumaroides,  Ww.    Grape-fern 

virginicum,  Swartz.     Rattlesnake'fern 
Brachyelytrum  aristatum,  P.  de  B.    False  drop-grass 
Bromus  ciliatus,  Linn. 

pubesoens,  Linn. 

purgans,  Linn. 

secalinus,  Linn.  Chess 
Buehnera  annericana,  Linn.  Blue  hearts 
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C. 

Cacalia  atriplicifolia,  Lion. 

tuberosa,  Nutt 
Cakile  aaiericana,  Nutt.    Sea  rocket 
Calla  palustris,  Linn.     Water  arum 
Calopogon  pulchellus,  Brown.    Grass  pink 
Caltha  palustris,  Linn.    American  cowslip 
Campanula  americana,  Linn. 

crinoides,  Muhl.    Prickiy  bell-flower 

rotundifolia,  Linn.    Flax  bell-flower 
Cannabis  sativa,  Linn.    Hemp 

Capsella  bursa-pastoris,  Moenchausun.    Shef^erd's  purse 
Cardamine  hirsuta,  Linn. 

pratensis,  Linn. 

rhomboidea,  D.  C. 
Carex  acuta,  Linn. 

alba  V.  setifolia,  Dewey. 

ampullacea,  Gmelin. 

anceps,  Schkuhr. 

aquatiiis,  Wahleiiberg. 

aurea,  Nutt. 

bromoides,  Schkuhr. 

bullata,  Schkuhr. 

cephalophora,  Ww. 

oespitosa,  Linn* 

collecta?  Dewcv. 

conoidea,  Schkuhr. 

crinita.  La  Marck. 

cristata,  Schwinitz. 

curta,  Gmelin. 

Deweyana,  Schwinitz. 

disperma,  Dewey 

fes  tucacea,  Schkuhr 

filiforrois,  Gmelin 

flava,  Linn* 

folliculata,  Linn 

formosa,  Dewey 

gracilima,  Schwinitz 

granulans,  Muhl 

hystericina,  Ww 

lagopodioides,  Schkuhr 

lacustris,  Ww 

laxiflora.  La  Marck 

limosa,  Linn 

lupuiina,  Mahl 

marginata,  Muhl 
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Carex  miliacea,  Mahl 

nii^ro-marginata  ?    Sehwinitz 

(Ederi,  Ehrhart 

paDicuIata,  Linn 

polytrichoides,  Muhl 

pseudo-cyperus,  Linn 

pubeacens,  Muhl 

retrorsa,  Sehwinitz 

scabrata,  Sehwinitz. 

tetaoea,  Dewey 

squarrosa,  Linn 

Btellulata,  schreber 

atipata,  Muhl 

straminea,  Ww« 

tylvatica 

tenera?  Dewey 

tentaculata,  Muhl 

teretiuscula,  Gmelin 

tricbocarpa, 

trisperma,  Dewey 

▼aria  T 

virescens,  Muhl 

xanthophysa,  Wablenburg 
All  of  the  marsh  hay  made  in  the  state  is  composed  of  more  or 
less  of  the  species  of  the  preceding  genus. 
Carpinus  americana,  Mx.    Horn  beam 
Carya  amara,  Nutt    Bitter*nut 

porcina,  Nutt.    Pig-nut 
Cassia  marylaodica,  Linn*     American  senna 
Ceanothus  americanus,  Linn.    New  Jersey  tea 
Ceiastrus  scandens,  Linn.    Climbing  staff-tree 
Ccltis  crassifolia.  La  Marck.    Hoop  ash 
Ceochrus  echinatus  v.  tribuloides,  Torrey«    Burr-grass 
Centaurella  panicniata  Mx.     Screw  stem 
Cephalanthus  occidentaiis,  Linn.    Button  bush 
Cerastium  vulgatum,  Linn.    Chickweed 
Chelone  glabra,  Linn.     Snake  head 
Chenopodium  album,  Linn.    Pig  weed 

ambrosoides.  Linn.    Sweet  pig  weed 

Botrys,  Linn.    Oak  of  Jerusalem 

hybridum,  Linn 

rubrum,  Linn 
Chrysospksnium  americanum,  Swartz 
Cicuta  bulbifera,  Linn. 

maculata,  Linn.    Water  hemlock 
Cinna  arundinacea,  Ww 
Circaca  alpina,  Linn 
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Leutetiana,  Persooo.    EnchaDter^s  nigfatBhada 
Claytonia  virginica,  Linn.    Spring  beauty 
Clematis  virginica,  Linn.    Virgins  bower 
Clintonia  borealis,  Rafinesque.     Wild  lily  of  the  Talley 
Cnicus  discolor,  Ww.     Thistle 

glutinosus,  Bw. 

mnceolatusy  Ww. 

odoratusy  Muhl. 

Pitcheri)  Torrey 
Collinsia  verna,  Nutt 

Collinsonia  canadensis,  Linn.    Horse  balm 
Commelina  angustifolia,  Mx. 
Comptonia  aspienifolia,  Aiton.     Sweet  fern 
Convallaria  multiflora,  Ww.    Giant  Solomon's  seal 
Convolvulus  Sepium,  Linn.    Wild  morning  glory  \ 

spithameus,  Linn.    Dwarf  morning  glory  { 

Coptis  trifolia,  Salisbury.    Gold  thread 
Corallorhiza  multiflora,  Nutt 

verna,  Nutt.    Coral  root 
Coreopsis  palmata,  Nutt 

trichosperma,  Mz. 

tripteris,  Ww.    Tick  seed  sunflower 
Coriandrum  sativum,  Linn.     Conaoder 
Comus  canadensis,  IJnn 
Cornus  circinata,  Schwioitz 

florida,  Linn.     Do^ood 

paniculata,  L'Heritier 

scricea,  L'Heritier 
Corylusamericana,  Walter.    Hazle  nut 
Crataegus  coccinea,  Linn.     Thorn  bush 

punctata,  Jacquin.     Thorn  tree 
Cryptotaenia  canadensis,  D.  C  . 
Cuscuta  americana,  Linn.     Dodder 
Cynoglossum  amplexicaule,  Mx.     Wildcorofrey 

officinale,  Linn.    Hound-toogu^ 
Cyperus  allerniflorus,  Schwimtz 

flavescens,  Linn 

mariscoides,  Elliott 

phymatodes?     Muhi 

strigosus,  Linn 
Cypripedium  acaule,  Aiton.     Ladies'  slippier 

pubescens,  Swartz.    Moccassin-flower 

spcctabile,  Swartz 


D. 
Dalibarda  fragaroides,  Mx.    Dry  strawberry 
Danthonia  spicata,  P.  de  B.    Wild  oats 
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Datura  Tatula,  Linn.    Purple  thorn  apple 
Decodon  verticillatum,  Elliott.    Swamp  willow  herb 
Dentaria  diphylla,  Mx.    Tooth-root    Pepper-root 

laciniata,  Muhl 
Desmodium  acuminatum,  D.  C. 

bracteosum,  D.  C. 

canadense,  D.  C.  Bush  trefoil 

canescens,  D.  C  ? 

ciliare,  D.  C. 

iaevigatum,  D.  C. 

marylandicum,  D.  C* 

nudiflorum,  D.  C. 

obtusum,  D.  C. 

paniculatum,  D.  C. 

rotundifoiium,  D.  C. 

strictum,  D.  C. 
Diarhena  americana,  P.  de  B. 
Diervilla  canadensis.     Ww*    Buah  honeysuckle 
Digitaria  filirormis,  Elliott 

sanguinalis,  Scopoli.    Fiqgergras9 
Dioscorea  villosa.  Linn.    Yam  root 
Dracocephalum  virginianuoi,  Ww.     Dragon  head 
Drosera  longifolia,  Linn 

rotundifolia,  Linn.    Sundew 
Dulichium  spathaceum,  Persoon.    Galingale 

E. 
Eleusine  indica,  LaMarck 
Elymuscanadensis,  v.  glaucifolius,  Torrey 

Hystrix,  Linn.     Hedgehog  grass 

villosus,  Muhl.    Lime  grass  ' 

virginicus,  Linn.     Wild  rye 
Epigaea  repens,  Linn.     Trailing  arbutus 
Epifobium  coloratum,  Muhl 

lineare,  Muhl 

molle,  Torrey 
Epiphegus  virginianus.  Barton.     Beech  drops 
Erigeron  bellidifolius,  Ww. 

canadense*  Linn.    Flea  bane 
Erigeron  heterophyllus,  Muhl 

philadelphicus,  Linn  t 

strigosus,  Muhl 
Eriocaulon  pellucidum,  Mx 
Eriophorum  angustifolium  ?  Bw. 

polystochyon,  Linn.    Cotton  grass 
Eryn^ium  aquaticum,  Linn.     Button  snake  root 
Erythronium  americanum,  Smith.     Dog  tooth  violet 
Eucbroma  coccinea,  Nutt.    Painted  cup 
40 
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EooDymus  americanufl,  Lion 

obovatus,  Natt 
Eupatorium  ageratoides,  Lino 

amoneum,  Pursh 

perfoliatuiiiy  Linn.    BonefBt.    Tboco^gh  worl 

aeasiiifolium,  Linn 
Euphorbia  corollata,  Linn 

maculata,  Linn 

poiygonifolia,  Linn 
Equisetam  arvense,  Linn.    Horse  tail 

hyenoale  Lino.    Scouring  ruth 

limosum,  Torrev. 

P. 
Fagus  sylvatica,  Linn.    Beech 
Festuca  duriuscula  ?  Linn 

nutans,  Ww. 

tenella,  Ww. 
Fragaria  yirginiana,  Linn.    Strawberry 
Frasera  caroliniensis,  Walter.    Columbo 
Fraxinus  acuminata,  La  Marek.     White  ash 

pubescens,  Walter.    Ked  ash 

sambucifolia,  Ww.    Black  ash 
Fiurena  squarrosa,  Mx, 

G. 
Galeopsis  Tetrahit,  Linn.    Flowering  nettle 
Galium  asprcllum  7  Mx. 

boreale,  Pursh 

circaezans,  Mx. 

lanceolatum,  Torrey. 
Galium  obtusum  7  Bw. 

pilosum^  Alton. 

tinctorium,  Linn.    Wild  madder 

trifidum,  Linn 
Gaultheria  hispidula,  Muhl 

procumbens,  Linn.    Wintergreen 
Graura  biennis,  Linn.    Virginian  loosc^strife 
Gentiana  crinita,  Froelich.    Fringed  gentian 

quinqueflora,  Ww. 

Saponearia,  Linn.    Soap  gentian 
Geranium  maculatum,  Linn.    Crane's  bill 

Robertianum,  Linn 
Gerardia  aunculata,  Mx. 

flava,  Linn.     False  foxglove 

flauca,  Eddy 
*edicularia,'Linn 
purpurea,  Linn 
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Geum  riVale,  Linn.    Purple  avens 

strictum,  Alton.    Upright  avens 

virginianum)  Linn.    Avens 
Gleditschia  triacanthos,  Lion.    Honey  loeust 
Glyceria  fluitans,  Browo.    Water  fescue  grass 
Gnaphalium  plantagincum,  Linn. 

polycephalum*  Mx.    Life  everlasting 

uliginosumt  Linn.    Cud  weed 
Goodyera  pubescens,  Brown.    Rattle  snake  plantain 
Gyromia  virginica,  Nott.    Indian  cucumber 

H. 
Habenaria  bracteata,  Brown.    Vegetable  satyr 

ciliaris,  Brown.    Orchis 

dilatata,  Pursh.    Giant  orchis 

fimbriata,  brown 

Eandiflora.  Torrey 
rbiola.  Brown 

huronensisy  Sprengel 

orbiculata,  Pursh 

psycodes,  Sprengel 

tridentata,  Hooker, 
Hammamelis  virginica,  Linn.    Witch  hazel 
Hedeoma  pulegioides,  Persoon.    Pennyroyal 
Hefenium  autumnale,  Linn 
Helianthemum  canadense,  Mx.    Rock  rose 
Helianthus  altisimus.  Linn 

divaricatus?  Linn 

frondosus,  Ww. 

giganteus,  Linn 

gracih's 

strumo8US»  Linn 

trachelifolius,  Ww. 
Heliopsis  Iaevis»  Persoon 
Hepatica  acutiloba,  D.  C. 

americana,  D.  C.    Liverwort 
Heracleum  lanatum,  Mx*    Master-wort.    Cow  parsnip 
Heuchera  americana,  Linn.    Alum  root 
Hibiscus  trionum,  Linn 
Hieracium  Gronovii,  Linn 

Kalmii,  Linn 

marianum,  Ww. 

paniculatum*  Linn 

Scouleri,  Hedwig 

venosum,  Linn.    Blood  wort 
Hippophae  canadensis,  Ww.    Sea  buckthorn 
Hippuris  vulgaris,  Linn 
Haurus  Benzion,  Linn.    Spine  buab.    Fever  bush 
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Houstonia  ciliolata,  Torrey. 

Hydrastis  canadensis,  Linn.     Golden  sea!.     Yellow  root 

Hydrocotyle  unnbellata,  Linn 

Hydropellis  purpurea,  Mx.     Water  shield 

Hydrophyllum  canadense,  Linn.  Rough  burr  flower 

virginicum,  Linn.     Burr  flower 
Hypericum  ascyroides,  Ww. 

canadense,  Linn 

parviflorum,  Ww. 

prolificum,  Linn 

punctatum,  La  Marck 

virginicum,  Linn 
Hypoxis  erecta,  Linn.     Star  grass 
Hyssopus  nepeioides,  Ww.    Giant  hyssop 

scrophularifolius  Ww. 

Ictodes  foetidus,  Bw.     Skunk  cabbage 
Impatiens  fulva,  Nutt.    Speckled  jewels 

pallida,  Nuit.     Jewel  weed 
Inula  Hclenium,  Linn.     Elecampane 
Iris  versicolor,  Linn.     Wild  flag 
Isnardia  palustris,  Linn.     Water  purslane 

«/. 
JuDCus  acuminatus,  Mx. 

Bufonius,  Linn 

effusus,  Linn.     Bulrush 

nodosus,  Linn 

polvcephalus,  Mx. 
ictaceus,  Hostk 

tenuis,  Ww. 
Juniperus  communis,  Linn*     Juniper 

virginianus,  Linn.    Red  cedar 
K. 
Kalmia  glauca,  Aiton.    Swamp  laurel 
Krigia  amplexicaulis,  Mx. 
Koeieria  nitida,  Nutt 

pennsylvanica,  D.  C. 

truncata,  Torrey 
Kuhnia  critonia,  Ww. 

L. 
Lactuca  eloogata,  Muhl.     Wild  lettuce 

sanguinea,  Bw.     Wood  lettuce 
Lathyrus  ochrolcucus.  Hooker 

Myrtifolius,  Muhl 

palustris,  Linn.    Marsh  pea 

venosus,  Muhl. 

Sassafras,  Linn,    ^assafrass  tree 
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Lechea  major,  Mx.    Pin  weed 
Leersia  oryzoides,  Swartz.    Cut  grass 

virginica,  Ww.     WJiile  grass.    Rice  grass 
Lemna  minor,  Linn.    Green  duck  meat 

polyrrhiza,  Linn.     Water  flax  seed 
Lemna  triscula,  Linn.    Duck-meat 
Leontice  thaiictroides,  Linn.     Poppoose  root,  false  cohosh 
Leontodon  Taraxacum,  Linn.    Dandelion 
Leonurus  cardiaca,  Linn.     Motherwort 
Lepidium  virginicum,  Linn.     Wild  pepper  grass 
Leptandra  virginica,  Linn.    Culver's  physic 
Lespedeza  angustifolia,  Elliott 
capitata,  Mx. 
poiystachia,  Mx. 
prostrata?  Pursh 
reticulata,  Persoon 
violacea,  Persoon 
Liatris  cylindrica,  Mx. 
scariosa,  Ww. 
spicata,  Ww.     Gay  feather 
squarrosa?  Ww. 
Lillium  canadense,  Linn.     Nodding  liFy 
philadelphicum,  Linn.    Red  lily 
Linderoia  attenuata,  Muhl.     False  hedge  hyssop    ' 

d^atata,  Muhl.    Pimpernel 
Linnaea  borealis,  Gronovius.     Twin-flower 
Linum  usitatissimum,  Linn.     Flax 

virginianum,  Linn.     Wild  flax 
Liriodendrun  tulipifera,  Linn.     White-wood,  tulip-tree 
Lilhospermum  officinale,  Linn.     Gromwell 
Lobelia  cardinalis,  Linn.     Cardinal-flower 
Claytoniana,  Mx. 
Kalmii,  Linn, 
tfiphilitica,  Lion. 
Lolium  temulentum,  L.inn. 
Lonicera  parviflora.  La  Marck 
Ludwigia  alternifolia,  Ww.     Seed  box 
Lupinus  perennis,  Linn.     Wild  lupine 
Luzula  campestris,  D.  C. 

pilosa,  Ww. 
Lycopus  europeus,  Linn.    Water  horehound 

virginicus,  Linn.    Bugle-weed 
Lysimachia  capitata,  Pursh 

ciliata,  Linn.    Money-wort 
hybrida,  Mx. 
quadrifolia,  Linn, 
revoluta,  Nutt 
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Lvsimachia  stricta,  Alton.    Loosestrife 
Lythrum  Salicaria,  Pursh.    Milk  willow  herb 
Lycopodium  complanatum,  Linn.    Ground  pine 
lucidulum,  Mx.    Moon-fruit  pine 

M. 
Malaxis  liliifolia,  Ww.     Twayblade 
Malva  rotundifolia,  Linn.     Low  mallows 
Marrubium  vulgare,  Linn.     Horchound 
Melanthium  glaucum,  Nutt 
Menispermum  canadense,  Linn.    Moon-seed 
Mentha  borealis,  Mx.    Horse-mint 

piperita.  Smith.    Peppermint 
Menyanthes  trifoliata,  Linn.    Buck-bean 
Microstylis  ophio^lossoides,  Nutt 
Milium  effusum,  Linn.    Millet 

pungens,  Torrey.    Dwarf  millet  grass 
Mimulus  alatus,  Linn. 

ringensy  Linn.    Monkey-flower 
Mitchella  repens,  Linn.    Checker-berry,  partridge  berry 
Mitella  cordiafolia,  La  Marck 

dyphylla,  Linn.    Currentrleaf 
Momordica  echinata,  Muhl. 
Monarda  allophylla,  Mx. 
punctata,  Linn. 
MoUugo  verticillata,  Linn.    Carpet-weed 
Monotropa  uniflora,  Linn.    Indian  pipe-Birds'  nest 
Muhlenb&rgia  difiusa,  Schreber.     Dropseed-grass 
Myriophyllum  yerticiUatum>  Linn.     Water  milfoil 

N. 
Nasturtium  amphibium,  Brown.    Water  radish 

natans,  D.  C. 

palustre,  D.  C. 
Nemopanthes  canadensis,  D.  C.     Wild  holly,  mountain  holly 
Nemophila  paniculata,  Sprengel 
Nepeta  cataria,  Linn.    Catnip 
Nicandra  physaloides,  Persoon 
Nuphar  advena,  Alton 

Kalraiana,  Alton 
Nymphaea  odorata,  Alton.     White  pond  iiily 
Nyssa  multiflora,  Walter.    Pepperidge 

0. 

CEnothera  biennis,  Linn.    Scabish 

fruticosa,  Linn.     Sundrops 
muricata,  Linn, 
pumilla,  Linn. 
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Qnoclea  sensibilis,  Linn.    Sensitive-fern 
Onosmodium  hispidum,  Mx«    False  gromwell 
Orobanche  amencana,  Linn. 

uniflora*  Linn.    Squaw-root,  caneer^roDt 
Oryzopsis  asperifoliay  Mx.    Mountain  rice 
Qsmorniza  brevistylis,  D.  C. 

longistylis,  D.  C.  Sweet  ciciiy 
Osmunda  cinnamomea,  Linn.    Flowering  fern 

interrupta*  Mx. 

regalis,  Mx. 
Ostrya  virginica,  Ww.    Hop  hornbeam,  iroa  wood 
Oxalis  stricta,  Linn.    Yellow  wood  sorrel,  sheep  sorrel 
Oxycoccus  maorocarpua*  Pursh^    Cmaberry 

P. 
Panax  quinquefolia,  Linn.    Ginseng 

trifolia,  Linn.    Dwarf  ground-nut 
IVinicum  capillare,  Linn. 

crus-galli,  Linn.    Barn-grass 

dichotonoum  ?    Lion. 

nervosum,  Muhl. 

nitidum,  La  Marck,  and  varieties.    Panic-grass 

pubescens,  La  Marck 

vir  gatum.  Linn. 
Pamassia  amencana,  Muhl.    Flowering  plantain 
Pastinaca  saliva,  Linn.    Parsnip 
Pedicularis  canadensis,  Linn.    Louse^wort 

pallida,  Pursh 
Penthorum  sedoides,  Linn.    Virmnian  orpine 
Pentstemon  pubescens,  Aiton.    &ard-tongue 
Phalaris  americana,  Elliott.     Wild  canary-grass 
Phaseolus  diversifolius,  Persoon 
Phleum  pratense,  Linn.    Timothy-grass 
Phlox  aristata,  Mx. 

Phragmites  communis,  Trinius.    Common  reed 
Phryma  leptostachya,  Linn.     Lopseed 
Physalis  obscura,  Mx,    Ground  cherry 
Phytolacca  decandra,  Linh.    Poke-berry 
Pinus  pendula,  Aiton.     Tamarack,  hackmatack 

resinoso,  Aiton.    Yellow  pine,  Norway  pine,  red  pine 
strobus,  Linn.     White  pine 
Piptatherum  nigrum,  Torrey.    Clustered  n;illet-grass 
Pisum  maritimum,  Linn. 
Plantago  cordata,  La  Marck 

lanceolata,  Linn.     Snake  plantain 

major,  Linn.    Plantain 
Platanus  occidentalism  Lion.    Button-wood,  Sycamore 


Digitized  by 


Google    


%20  SENATE  DOCUMENTS- 

Poa  annua,  Lina 

aquatica  v.  americana,  Torrey 
capillaris,  Linn, 
compressa,  Linn.    Blue  grass 
eragrostis,  Linn, 
hirsuta,  Mx. 
nemoralis,  Linn, 
nervata,  Ww. 

pratensis,  Linn.    English-grass,  Meadow-grass 
reptans,  Mx. 
serotina,  Ehrhart 
trivialis,  Linn.    Pasture-grass 
Podophyllum  peltatum,  Linn.    Mandrake,  May  apple 
Poffonia  ophioglossoides,  Brown.     Snake-mouth  arethusa 
Polanisia  graveolens,  Rafinesque 
Polygala  cruciata,  Nult 

paucifolia  Ww.    Flowering  wintergreen 
paucifolia  v.  alba,  Eights 
purpurea,  Nutt 

Senega,  Linn.     Seneca  snake-root 
verlicillata,  Linn.     Dwarf  snake-root 
Polygonum  amphibium,  Linn.  Mud  knot-weed 
arilblium,  Linn, 
aviculare,  Linn.     Knot-grass 
Convolvulus,  Linn.     Bind  knot-weed 
Fagopy  rum,  Linn.    Buckwheat 
Japalhifolium,  Linn, 
mite,  Persoon.     Tasteless  knot-weed 
pennsylvanicum,  Linn. 

Persicaria,  Linn.     Heart's  ease,  lady's  thumb 
punctatum,  Elliott.     Water  pepper 
sagittatum,  Linn, 
scandens,  Linn, 
tenue,  Mx. 
virginianum,  Linn. 
Polymnia  canadensis,  Linn.     White  leaf-cup 
Uvedalia,  Linn.     Yellow  leaf-cup 
Polypogon  racemosus,  Nutt. 
Pontederia  cor  data,  Linn.     Pickerel  weed 
Populus  canadensis,  Mx. 

candicans,  Aiton.     Balsam  poplar 
grandidenta,  Mx.     Tree  poplar 
tremuloides,  Mx.     White  poplar,  American  aspen 
Porcella  triloba,  Persoon.     Pawpaw,  cus^rd  apple 
Portulacca  oleracca,  Linn.    Purslane 
Potamogeton  heterophyllum,  Schreber, 
natans,  Linn.    Pond-weed 
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PotamogetoD  lucens,  Liirn. 

pectinatuni)  Linn. 
perfoliatum,  Linn, 
zosterifotiunf),  Trinius 
Potentillii  Anserinn,  Linn     Tansey  cinquefoil,  rilver-leaf 
arguta,  Pursh 

canadenshs,  Linn.     Five  finger 
Comarum,  D.  C.     Marsh  five  finger 
fruticosa,  Linn.     Shrnbby  cinquefoil 
norvegi<m,  Linn.     Cinquefoil 
Prenanthcs  racemosa*  Mx. 

Serpentaria,  Pursh 
Prinos  verticiliatus,  Linn.     Winterberry,  false  alder 
Prunella  vulgaris,  Linn.     Heal  all,  self  heal 
Prunus  americana,  Marshall.    Meadow  plum 
depressa,  Pursh.     Sand  cherry 
obovata,  Beck, 
ponnaylvaiiica,  Alton 
Ptelea  trifoliata,  Linn. 
Pteris  aquilitia,  Linn.    Common  brake 
Pycnanthemum  virginicum,  Pfersoon.     Virginian  thyme 
Pyrola  elliptica,  Nuit.     White  wintergreen 
rotundifolia,  Linn.     S!iin>leaf 
secunda,  Linn.    One-sided  shin-leaf 
umbellata,  Linn.     Prince's  pine 
Pyrus  coronarid,  Linn.     Crab  apple 
melanocarpa,  Ww. 

Q. 

Quercus  alba,  Linn.     White  oak 

bicolor,  Ww.     Swamp  white  oak 
imbricaria,  Mx.    Shi(\gle  oak,  laurel  oak 
macrocarpa,  Linn.     Over  cup  oak,  burr  oak 
rubra,  Linn.     Red  oak 

Qeria  candensis,  Linn,    Forked  chickweed 

R. 

Ranunculus  abortivus,  Linn. 

acris.  Lion.    Crowfoot,  butler-cup 

aqualiiis,  Linn,     Water  crowfoot 

fascicularis,  Muhl. 

lacustris,  Beck  and  Tracy.     Lake  crowfoot 

pennsylvanicus,  Linn. 

recur  vatus,  Poiret 

re  pens,  Linn. 

sceleratus,  Linn.     Celery  crowfoot 
Rensselaeria  virginica,  Beck.     Water  arum 
41 
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Rharonus  franguloidcus,  Mx.    Dwarf  alder 
Rhus  copailina,  Linn.    Mountain  sumach 
glabra,  Lino.     Sleek  sumach 
radicans,  Linn.     Poison  ivy 
toxicodendron,  Linn*     Poison  ash 
typhina,  Linn.     Sumach 
venenata,  D.  C     Poison  elder,  poison  sumach 
Rhynchospora  alba,  Vahl. 

glomerata,  Vahl.    False  bog  rush 
Ribes  floridum,  L'Heritier.     Wild  black  currant 
gracile,  Mx. 

triflorum,  Wv^r.     Wild  gooseberry 
Rochelia  lappula,  R*  and  S. 

Virginians,  R.  and  S. 
Rosa  Carolina,  Linn.    Swamp  rose 

parviflora,  Ehrhart.     Wild  rose 
Rubus  frondosus,  Bw.     Leafy  raspberry 

occidentalis,  Linn.    Thimbleberry,  black  raspberry 
saxatilis,  Mx. 

trivialis,  Mx.    Creeping  blackberry,  dewberry 
viiloius,  Aiton.    High  blackberry 
Rudbeckia  hirta,  Linn. 

laciniata,  Linn.    Cone-flower 
pinnata,  Mx. 
purpurea,  Linn. 
Ruellia  strepens,  Linn.    Ruel 
Rumex  acetosellus,  Linn.     Field  sorrel 
acutus,  Linn, 
brittanicus,  Linn. 
crispus»  Linn*     Yellow  dock, 

S; 

Sabbatia  angularis,  Pursh.     American  centaury 

Sagittaria  sagitlifolia,  Linn.     Arrow-head 

Salix  Muhlenbergia,  Ww.    Speckled  willow 
recurvata,  Pursh.    Shrub  willow 
rosmarinifolia,  Linn.  Rosemary  willow 

Sanguinaria  canadensis,  Linn.     Blood-root 

Sambucus  canadensis,  Linn-     Black  berried  elder 
pubescens,  Persoon.     Red  berried  elder 

Sanguisorka  canadensis,  Linn.     Burnet  saxifrage 

Sanicula  marylandica,  Linn.     Sanicle 

Saponaria  officinalis,  Linn.     Soap-wort,  Bouncing  Bet 
vaccaria,  Linn.     Field  soap-wort 

Sarraccnia  purpurea,  Linn.    Side-saddle 

Saururus  cernuus,  Linn.     Lizzard's  tail 

Saxifraga  pennsylvanica,  Linn.     Water  saxifrage 
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Scheuchzeria  palastris,  T^inn.    Less  flowering  ruth 
Schoenus  mariscoidea,  Muhl.     Water  bog  rush 
Schoiiera  graminea.  Barton.     Yellow-eyed  water-grass 

acutus,  MuhL 

americanus,  Persoon 

autumnalis,  Linn. 

brunneus,  Muhl. 

capillaris,  Linn. 

capitatus,  Linn. 

Erisphoruo,  Mx. 

equisetoides,  Elliott 

lacustrisy  Linn. 

lineatus,  Mx. 

macrostachyos,  Muhl. 

palustris,  Linn.    Marsh  club  rush 

spadiceus,  Linn. 

sub-squarrosus,  Muhl. 

sub-terminalis  Torrev 

tenuis,  Ww.    Club  rush 
Scleria  triglomerata,  Mx.    Whip-grass 
Sorophularia  lanceolata,  Pursh 

marylandica,  Linn«    Fig-wort 
Scutellaria  ambi^ua,  Nutt 

cordifolia,  Muhl. 

Slericulata,  Linn.    ScuD-oap 
eriflora,  Linn.    Mad-dog  scull-cap 
Senecio  Balsamitae,  Muhl.    Balsam  groundsel 

hieracifolius,  Linn.    Fire-w^ 
Senecio  vulgaris,  Linn.    Groundsel 
Setaria  glauca,  P.  de.  B.  Fox-tail.     Panic  grass 
Sida  Abutilon,  Linn.    Indian  mallows 
Silene  antirrhinia,  Linn.    Sleepy  catch  fly 

stellate,  Alton. 
Silphium  gumro]ferum»  Elliott.    Rosin  plant 

perfoliatum*  Linn.    Ragged  cup 

terebinthinaeeum,  Linn.    Prairie  dock 
Sinapis  nigra,  Linn.    Black  mustard 
Sisymbrium  officinale,  Scopoli.     Hedge  mustard 
Sisyrinchium  anceps,  Cavanilles.    Blue-eyed  grass 
Slum  latifolium,  Linn.    Water  parsnip 
Smilacina  bifolia,  Des  Fontaines.    Dwarf  Solomon's  seal 

racemosa,  Des  Fontaines.     Spiked  Solomon's  seat 

stellata,  Des  Fontaines 
Smilax  herbacea,  Linn.     Bobea  tea 

peduncularis,  Muhl.    Jacob's  ladder 

rotundifoliaf  Linn.    Horse  brier.    Green  brier 
Solanum  nigrum,  Linn.    Deadly  nightshade 
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Solidago  axiilarisy  Pursb 

canadensis,  Lina.    Canodian  golden  rod 
juQceai  Aiton 
flexicaulis^  Linn 
lanccolata,  Aiton 
nemoralis,  Aiton 
rigida,  Linn 

scrotina,  Aiton.     Smooth  golden  rod 
Sonchus  oleraceus  v.  aspera,  Linn.     Sow  thistle 
Sparganium  americanum,  Nutt.     Lake  burr  reed 

ramosum.  Smith.    Burr  reed 
Spartina  cynosuroides,  Ww.    Spiked  salt  grass 
Spergula  arvensis,  Linn 
Spiraea  lobata,  Jacquin 

opulifolia,  Linn.    Nine  bark,  Hard  back.    Snow  bail 
salicifolia,  Linn.     Willow  hard  hack 
tomentosa,  Linn.     Steeple  bush 
Spiranthcs  cernua,  Richard.    Nodding  ladies'  tressee 

gracilis,  Beck 
Spiranthes  tortillis,  Richard 
Stachys  aspera,  Mx.     Hedge  nettle 

hyssopifolia,  Mx. 
Staphylea  trifolia,  Linn 
Stellaria  longifolia,  Muhl 

media,  Smith.    Chick  weed 
Stipa  avenaceai  Linn.    Feather  grass 

juncea,  Pursh 
Streptopus  roseus,  Mx.    Rose  bell  wort 

T. 
Tephrosia  virginica,  Persooo.    Goat's  rue 
Teucrium  canadense,  Linn.    Wood  sage 
Thalictrum  cornuti,  Hooker 
dioicum,  Linn.     Meadow  rue 
Thaspium  barbinode,  Nott 
Thesium  umbcllatum«  Muhl.     False  toad  flax 
Thuya  occidentalis,  Linn.    White  cedar.    Arbor  viUe 
Tiarella  cordifolia,  Linn.    Mitre  wort 
Tilia  glabra,  Yenteoant*    Basawood*    Linie  tree. 
Tofieldia  glutinosa,  Mx* 
Tradescantia  virginica.  Linn.     Spider  wort 
Trichodiuu)  IaxifloruKn>  Mx. 

scabrum,  Muhl 
Tricuspis  sesleroides,  Torrey.     Red  top 
Trientalis  americana,  Pursh.    Chick  wintergreen 
Trifolium  pratense,  Linn.    Rod  clover 

repens,  Linn.    White  clover 
Triglochin  maritima,  Lino.    Ajtow  grass 
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palustre,  Linn.    Marsh  arrow  grass 
Trillium  erectum,  Linn.    False  wake  robin 

erylhrocarpum,  Mx.     Smiling  wake  robiu 

grandiflorum,  Salisbury. 
Triosteum  perfoliatum.  Linn.     Fever  root.     Wild  ooSee 
Triphora  pendula,  Nuit;     Three  bird  orchis 
Trisetum  puipurascens,  Torrey. 
Typha  iatifolia,  Linn.     Cat  tail.    Reed  mace 

U. 
Ulmus  fulva,  Mx.    Slippery  elm.    Red  elm 
Urtica  canadensis,  Linn.     Canada  nettle.     Albany  hemp 

capitata,  Linn. 

dioica,  Linn.    Common  nettle 

pumila,  Linn.     Stingless  nettle 
Utricularia  fornicata  ?    LeConte 

gibba,  Gronovius 

macrorhiza,  LeConte.    Bladder  wort 

purpurea,  Waller 
Uvularia  grandiflora,  Stnith 

sessilifolia,  Linn 

V. 
Vaccinium  pennsylvanicum,  LaMarck.     Whortleberry 

resinosum,  Aiton.     Black  whortleberry 
Verbascum  Hlattaria,  Linn.    Moth  mullein 

Thapsus,  Linn.     MoHein 
Verbena  caroliniana?    Pigmy"  vervain 

hastata,  Linn.     Vervain 

urticifolia,  Linn.     Nettle  leaf  vervain 
Vernonia  novo  boracensis,  Ww.     Flat  top 
Veronica  Anagallis,  Linn.    Brook  pimmpernel 

arvensis,  Linn.     Wall  speedwell 

Beccabunga,Linn 

scutellala,  Linn.     Scull  cap  speedwell 
Viburnum  acerifolium,  Linn.     Arrow  wood 

Oxycoccus,  Pursh.     High  cranberry 

pubescens,  Pursh 
Vicia  americana,  Muhl 

caroliniana,  Walter 

cracca,  Binn.     Tufted  vetch 
Vitis  aestivalis,  Mx.    Summer  grape 

riparia,  Mx.     Odoriferous  grape 
Viola  blanda,  Ww.    Smooth  violet 

canadensis,  Linn 
Viola  cucullnta,  Aiton.    Blue  violet 

Muhlenbergiana,  Genging.    Slender  violet 

ovata,  Nutt 

pedata,  Linn 
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pubescens,  Aiton.    Yellow  violet 

roBlrata,  Muhl.     Beaked  violet 
X. 
Xanthium  strumarium,  Linn.    Clott  burr 
Xanthoxylum  fraxioeumt  Ww.     Prickly  ash 
Xylosteum  ciilatum,  Purse.     Twin  berry 
Xyris  caroliuiana*  Walter.     Yelbw-eyed*gras8 

Z. 
Zizania  aquatica,  Lambert.     Wild  rice,  Wild  oats 
Zizia  aurea,  Kock.     Meadow  parsnip 

cordata,  Koch.    Alexanders 

integerima,  D.  C. 


Abbretnvtions  of  Author^s  names. 

Bw Bigelow. 

D.  C DeCandolc. 

Lind Lindley. 

Linn •....• Linnaeus. 

Mx.  •  •..•••• Micbaux. 

Nult Nuttall. 

Muhl *  •  *  * Muhlenberg. 

P.  de  B •  •  •  •  •  •  .Palisot  de  Seauvois. 

R.  &  S •  •  •  •  .Roemer  &  Schultes. 

Ww • Wildenow. 


Report  of  S.  W.  Higguis,  Topograpiier. 
7b  Douglass  Houghton^  State  Oeohgist^  Michigan. 

Sir — I  herewith  present  a  summary  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
department  which  you  did  me  tl>e  honor  to  place  under  my 
charge,  with  such  facts  in  relation  thereto  as  have  been  deemed 
of  importance. 

It  is  fortunate  for  the  success  of  our  undertaking,  that  in  the 
new  states  the  surveys  of  the  general  government  have  superce- 
ded the  necessity  of  a  large  expenditure  of  time  and  funds  in  de- 
veloping the  surface  of  the  country,  by  means  of  trigonometrical 
surveys.  In  order,  therefore,  to  determine  what  strictly  belonffs 
to  this  branch,  it  was  presumed  that  the  information  which  might 
be  obtained  by  referring  to  the  several  land  offices,  would  prove 
sufficient. 

It  was  thus  my  first  object  to  make  copies  of  all  the  records  in 
the  state,  and  collect  from  every  source  all  the  information  in  my 
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Cer.  For  that  purpose,  ader  commeDcing  with  the  Detroit 
office*  I  proceeded  to  Flint ;  from  thence  to  Ionia  and  Kala- 
mazoo, and  lastly  to  Monroe,  where  this  part  of  my  labours  ter- 
minated, having  obtained  copies  of  763  townships.  These  I  set 
about  compiling  immediately  into  counties,  connecting  the  section- 
al lines  and  streams.  Copies  of  the  counties,  on  a  lineal  scale  of 
two  miles  to  the  inch,  as  well  as  separate  townships  on  an  enlar- 

Sd  scale,  have  been  used  by  the  geological  corps  successfully  in 
»r  explorationsf  for  the  purpose*  not  only  of  noting  the  geology 
in  detail,  but  of  delineating  the  true  course  of  the  snmller  streams, 
the  extent  of  swamps  and  marshes,  public  roads  and  improve- 
ments. Incorrectness  will  not  be  owing  to  the  want  of  labor  or 
attention  bestowed,  and  from  ;he  materials  in  progress  of  collec- 
tion, a  certainty  arises  of  a  more  correct  execution  of  the  maps  to 
be  made  hereafter,  than  of  any  heretofore  constructed. 
li  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  so  few  statistics  of  the  lakes. 
Many  of  the  particulars  which  I  have  inserted  appear  indefinite 
for  tlie  want  of  more  certain  data ;  particularly  their  depth.  In 
general,  too  much  is  left  to  conjecture,  and  until  the  necessity  is 
urged  upon  the  general  government  for  a  thorough  hydrographi- 
cai  survey,  and  an  accurate  description  of  every  part  of  them, 
losses  and  disappointment  will  check  the  ardour  of  enterprize. 
Much  of  the  destruction  of  property  may  be  charged  to  the  want 
of  charts,  and  the  losses  of  a  single  year  will  amount  to  far  more 
than  the  cost  of  an  entire  survey.  A  commencement  of  such  a 
survey  was  made  when  Gov.  Cass  occupied  the  war  department, 
but  ceased  at  the  end  of  two  years,  having  extended  from  the  foot 
of  Lake  Huron  to  Middle  Island.* 

For  a  description  of  our  topographical  location,  data  were  rea- 
dily obtained  from  the  records  of  the  public  works  in  the  adjoin- 
ing states.  Their  various  public  improvements  have  led  to  the 
exploration  of  every  point  of  importance,  and  from  a  comparison 
of  these  points,  with  the  records  of  our  own  public  works,  the 
true  position  of  every  required  place  on  the  southern  portion  of 
the  peninsula  may  be  relatively  known. 

Topographical  location  of  Michigan. 

The  topography  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  when  viewed  in  rela- 
tion to  its  exterior  position,  being  separated  by  a  natural  bounda- 
ry of  rivers  and  lakes  on  the  east  and  north-eust  from  Upper  Ca- 
nada, from  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  on  the  west  and  south-west,  and 
from  Ohio  and  Irdiana  on  the  south,  or  only  in  reference  to  the 
space  included  within  its  own  political  and  isolated  boundaries, 
presents  many  peculiar  features. 

Lake  Michigan  on  the  west  and  north-west,  Lake  Huron,  the 
river  and  Lake  2St  Clair,  the  straits  of  Detroit,  with  the  west  end 

*Thii  rarvey  timply  indiided  meanderiogi. 
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of  Lake  Erie  od  the  east  and  oorth-eastf  enclose  a  peninauia  form- 
ing  a  cone,  of  which  the  straits  of  Mackinaw  is  ti)o  apex,  the^ 
south  line  or  baso  being  one  hundred  and  seventy  four  milescast 
and  west,  and  the  length  north  and  south  three  hundred  miles. 
With  this  extent  of  coast,  the  number  of  large  rivers  and  the  in- 
finity of  small  interior  lakes,  give  the  utmost  facilities  to  internal 
navigation  ;  add  to  this  the  superior  quality  of  the  soil,  its  easy 
tillage,  the  heavy  and  abundant  crops,  and  perhaps  the  whole  is 
not  surpassed  by  any  section  of  equal  extent,  on  the  surface  of 
the  globe. 

The  nc^-thern  or  upper  peninsula  belongs  to  a  higher  level. 
Beginning  at  the  eastern  end  of  Lake  Superior,  and  running  south- 
erly along  the  fSault  de  Ste.  Marie's  river,  it  lies  nearly  at  right 
angles  with  the  southern  or  peninsula  proper,  and  separated  from 
it  by  a  part  of  Lake  Michigan  and  Green  Bay,  as  far  as  Meno* 
raone  river.  It  thence  takes  a  norih-west  course  to  Montreal 
river,  from  the  mouth  of  which  it  follows  the  southern  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  to  the  place  of  beginning ;  presenting  an  irr^ular 
and  nearly  isolated  form,  varying  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  miles  in  width. 

Michigan^  with  the  states  west  and  south-west,  are  designated 
by  geographers,  as  lying  west  of  the  great  dividing  ridgo  which 
determines  the  course  of  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantic  on  one 
side,  and  the  Mississippi  on-  the  other.  This  Appalachian  ridge, 
rising  in  Alabama,  runs  north-east,  varying  in  altitude,  to  the 
^f  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  in  many  places  spreading  out  into  broad 
mountainous  districts  of  thousands  of  square  miles  in  extent. 
These  districts  being  occupied  by  subordinate  rid^es^  are  often 
cut  through  by  rivers,  causing  depressions,  or  valiies  of  corres- 
pondii^  depth.  If,  however,  in  tracing  the  continuation  of  the 
great  ridge  across  the  St.  Lawrence  to  Labrador,  it  should  be 
found  that  the  same  system  continued,  tlien  the  important  fact 
would  be  elicited,  that  it  had  been  cut  through  by  that  river,  the 
only  occurrence  of  the  kind,  from  its  source  in  the  south,  to  its  ter- 
mination in  the  north.  The  Potomac,  the  Susquehanna  and  the 
Mohawk  rivers  have  their  sources  on  its  eastern  declivity.  The 
lowest  pass  across  the  state  of  New  York  on  the  line  of  the  Erie 
canal,  is  565  feet  above  tide  water ;  the  *^medium  height,  however, 
a  few  miles  south,  commencing  at  Catskill,  on  the  Hudson,  and 
terminating  at  Portland  Harbor  on  Lake  Erie,  is  thirteen  hun- 
dred feet,  presenting  no  height  less  than  nine  hundred  and  eigh* 
ty-five  feet,  and  the  greatest  tweniy-one  hundred  and  forty- 
four  feet.  With  these  and  other  surveys,  it  has  been  ascertained, 
that  a  water  communication  could  not  be  made  across  the  coun- 
try south  of  the  state  of  New  York." 

Further  south  the  elevation  is  no  where  less  than  twenty.four 
hundred  and  seventy-eight  feet  above  the  ocean.     The  Round 
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¥<M^  lit  C^tukiU  tnaotuiAki^  is  diiny-e^hl  hundred  tind  tcmt  fttrt» 
fioa  the  high  Feak^  thtrty-sieTien  hundred  atid  eighteen  ieet  abovd 
tide  waler.  The  western  part  of  the  state  bordering  on  Lake  EHei 
Mibradng  Chautafi()oe  and  Cattaraugus  counties,  Warren  and 
McKeen  coaivties  of  PennsytvaLia,  and  the  oountrv  southwardi 
are  ooc^apied  by  a  mountaiooos  ridge  t  ^Chautack}uelak#,  the  laN 
geatfiheet  of  water  oti  this  table,  is  twelve  hundred  and  ninety'^ 
otMi  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean,  and  seven  bundled  and 
twenty^hree  leet  above  Lake  Brie,  though  only  hine  rhiles  dt#- 
tent;  iti discharged  wafers  descend  to  the  oc^n,  alon^  the  weat«> 
ek*n  declivrty  of  the  Appalachiatl  range,  through  the  Ohio  and 
Mi00iB^f»pf  rrreta.  The  lowest  Mss  to  the  eaalt  over  k  swoll  tf 
land  aear  Casaadaga  oottet,  in  CHiaatatique  county,  ia  a<^«fiHe6ii 
hbndred  and  twetily  feel  high,  and  another  pass  on  the  MM 
tfweil  nkieieen  bondrad  and  sevemy-two  fe^t  The  lot^tnichc 
in  the  height  of  land,  between  Elm  and  Lhtte  Valley  ci^eeka,  ki 
CaUaratigus  eeuAty^  is  seventeen  hondred  and  twenty-five  feet, 
«nd  between  Little  Valley  and  Big  Valley,  the  iowM  {mtss  is 
mf^^y^ooe  hoodred  and  ei|(hty  feet  above  the  fevel  of  the  oceabi 
FVankiiaville  baa  an  elevation  of  fifteen  hundred  and  eighty  feet, 
and  Angelica  fourteen  hondred  and  twenty-eight  feet,  although 
b<tth  are  sitaated  in  valleys.  Thia  height  c^  land  extends  close  td 
liia  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  as  k  may  be  seen  that  the  Allegany,  a 
tvihucary  ito  the  OtA<^  rises 'Withna  four  or  five  milc^  of  the  lake.** 
To  tlie  north  this  ridge  gradually  dedincs,  tintil  neat*  the  soothe 
em  rfiore  of  Lake  Oi&rio.  Seven  mifes  north  of  the  cataract 
of  tha^  Niagara,  it  takes  its  last  step  to  the  tnargin  6f  Ae  lake* 
The  ridge  of  rotiks  which  forms  this  step  continues  eastward,  and 
passes  found  the  border  of  the  lake,  being  of  a  uniform  elevation 
of  three  hundred  and  nineteen  feet ;  causing  not  6Aly  the  cataract 
cX  Niagara,  but  also  those  of  Genesee,  (%wego,  and  the  Black 
rivers.-    It  thence  unites  with  the  more  elevated  spurs  of  Chateau* 

Sy  sooth  of  Montreal,  forming  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  great 
sins  of  Lake  Erie  and  Ontario^  and  giving  the  direction  to  tfaa 
course  of  the  St.  Lawrence  river  through  its  whole  length. 

Ffom  the  foregoinff  remarks,  It  is  ob^srvable  that  the  great  ba^ 
sins  or  depressions  of  these  lakes,  are  the  abrupt  terminations  of 
the  mountain  range,  and  that  we  fail  immediately  into'  an  exten^ 
sive  tttsfrict,  different  in  its  topographioalfeatores*  the  pecflliaritiea 
of  which'  belong  only  to  the  region  of  the  great  lakes  whk^ 
bound  the  principal  part  of  the  northern  frontter  of  the  Union. 

Leaving  Cbautauque  county  apd jpassitig  around  the  south 
shoi^  of  Lake  Erie,  this  ridge  falls  on  to  the  south-west,  curving 
towards  Iroquois  county,  in  Illinois.  It  gives  rise  to  the  Muskin- 
gum, Sciota,  and  Miami  rivers,  in  Ohio»  and  to  the  Wabash,  in 
Indiana,  on .  its  southern  declivity,  and  to  Maumee*  emptying 
into  Lake  Erie,  on  its  northeni  deciivity,  while  a  small  sweU 
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miprotacbes  the  south  bend  of  Lake  Micbq|fto»«:i^ii38  rise  te  tbi 
Ulioois  and  iu  tributaries.  The  height  of  this  ridge  at  the  Pop* 
tage  summit^  iu  Akron jhirty-eight  miles  south  of  ClevelaiMi^  oo 
the  line  of  the  Ohio  canal,  is  three  hundred  and  oioety-five  feel 
abov«  Lake  Eriey  and  nine  hundred  and  sixty*thcee  above  tide 
water»  and  the  deep  cut  twenty*e(ght  miles  east  of  Columbus  ia 
but  seventy-two  feet  less  i  at  Poruioouth.  on  the  Ohio  river, 
where  the  canal  terminates*  the  elevation  is  four  hundred  and 
seventy-four  f^t  above  tide  water,  and  ninety^four  ieet  bebw 
Lake  £rie«  \x  the  suipmit  of  the  M auoMe  canal,  at  Fort  Defi* 
anee,  it  is  ninety- eight  feet  above  the  lake*  It  then  fiiUs  to 
seventeen  feet  west  of  Chicago,  on  the  line  of  the  ship  canal* 
thence  it  pursues  an  uninterrupted  cou^  northward  to  the  Por- 
tage at  Fort  Winnebago,  between  the  Wisconsin  end  Fox  riven^ 
an  elevation  fit  one  hundred  and  twenty^ooe  feet  above  Ofoen 
Bay,  and  one  hundred  and  tliirty-four  above  Lake  Erie. 

At  this  point  the  Wisconsin  river,  after  flowing  one  hundred 
and  seventy  miles  from  its  source  in  the  north*  suddenly  turns  to 
the  we8t»  and  falls  into  the  Mississippi  near  Prairie  Du  ChieSi 
one  hundred  and  siiLty  nules ;  the  Fox  riveri  rising  to  the  eas^ 
runs  westwardly*  approaching  it  yriUm  eighty -two  hundred  ieet» 
and  turning,  takes  its  course  again  eastwardly,  and  faib  into 
Green  bay.  The  eurface  of  the  vmler  in  the  Fox  is  usuallv  threie 
feel  lower  than  that  in  the  Wisconsin*  but  in  time  of  floock  pas* 
sages  are  ma<ie  from  one  to  theother  in  boats.  The  following 
table  will  shqw  the  elevation  of  ^  this  summit  above  Lake  Mioki* 
flan  and  Green  bay,  the  dislaoce  by  the  military  road  bein|t  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  miles, 

VuBL  DmtmtL 

From  Portage  to  Lake  Winnebago, 

Winnebago  Rapids,* 
From  Winnebago  Rapids  to  Grand  Chute* 

Rapids  Uiand  Chute,* 
From  Grand  Chute  to  Little  Chute, 

Rapids  at  Little  Chute,* 
From  Little  Chnte  to  Grand  Cacalin* 

Rapids  at  Grand  Cacalin,* 
From  Grand  Cacalin  to  De  Perre, 

at  De  Perre  dam  and  level  Green  bay,* 

121  &. 

The  same  swell  continues  to  rise  with  about  the  same  uniform 
degree  of  elevation,  approaching  the  northern  peninsrulaof  Michi- 
gan, until  it  can  be  seen  from  Lake  Superior,  oounding  the  soQth* 
ern  horizon.    It  divides  the  waters  that  run  north  into  that  lake* 

*Acceiiain«l  by  iiiMniaiflBt»l  lurvey. 
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*ind  those  of  the  south  into  ihe  Missiasfppf,  Green  bay  and  Lake 
Michigan,  one  of  the  most  elevated  ridges  Tcceivlng  the  appella- 
tion of  Porcupine  hills.  Swells  branching  off  to  the  eastward 
and  having  their  bases  wnshed  by  the  waters  of  the  lake,  present 
mural  precipices,  and  assume  different  names.  Those  of  the  Pic- 
tured rocks  arc  said  to  be  the  most  imposing.  Some  of  these 
cliffs  are  three  and  four  hundred  feet  high.  From  the  Porcupine 
hills,  the  country  slopes  eastward  to  the  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  the 
outlet  of  late  Superior;  this  river  is  obstructed  by  a  rapid 
4,500  feet  long,  with  a  descent  of  eighteen  feet. 

Tabk  of  the  height  of  Lake  Superior^  with  the  intermediate  lake$ 
abovCf  and  their  distances  from  tide  VHiterm     ' 

Bottle.  MUM.  Feeu 

St.  Lawrence  river  up  to  tide  water, 

Level  Lake  Ontario, 

Level  Lake  Erie, 

Level  Lake  Huron, 

I^evei  Lake  MichigaOf 

Level  Lake  Superior, 

West  end  Lake  Superior, 

From  the  above  data  we  infer  the  following  curious  fact :  that 
if  a  barrier  eighteen  feet  high,  existed  across  the  foot  of  Lake 
Huron,  near  Fort  Gratiot,  lakes  Huron  and  Michigan  would  rise 
to  a  level  with  lake  Superior;  or  if  a  similar  barrier  was  placed 
of  thirty-one  feet,  acros?  the  foot  of  lake  Erie,  at  Buffalo,  the 
singular  result  would  follow  that  four  of  the  great  lakes  would 
become  one  uniform  level  and  merged'  in  one  immense  inlancj 
sea. 

By  an  examination  of  the  foregoing  table,  we  see  a  striking 
peculiarity  of  this  region  of  **  broad  rivers  and  streams,**  its  vast 
extent,  commencing  at  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence  and  extending 
in  a  south-west  direction  up  that  river;  thence  into  the  basin  of 
Lake  Ontario,  at  an  elevation  of  232  feet  above  the  ocean  ; 
thence  again  rising  bv  the  Niagara  river  and  cataract*  833  feet 
to  the  level  of  Lake  Erie;  (the  first  in  the  central  subdivisioi^ 
including  lakes  Huron  and  Mich^an,  of  the  great  basin,)  forming 
an  angle  at  the  western  end  ofihat  lake  m  the  estuary  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Maumee  river,  it  thence  runs  nearly  north  through 
the  straits  of  Detroit,  the  lake  and  river  St.  Clair,  into  Lake 
Huron,  rising  thirteen  feet ;  thence  by  a  north  westerly  course, 
through  the  straits  of  the  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie,  rising  eighteen 
feet,  to  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior,  a  distance  of  1,895  miles. 
The  whole  depression  contains  an  area  of  400,000  square  miles, 
94,000  of  which  is  occupied  by  water,  still  leaving  ao  extent 
sufficient  to  sustain  a  population  of  more  than  seventy  aiillions 
of  inhabitants. 
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enilAI^  IXX!UMSNT& 

The  following  will  8how»  iQ  t  coodenaed  forimeitHDatoi  of  U19 
aieao  length,  breadth,  depth,  area,  and  elevation  of  the  aeveral 
collections  of  water : 

MeM|li«|tl>,  MMiibeih,  Mwadfyt^  >^<**»«  ^'^.^^  *<«• 

Lake  Superior, 
Green  bay, 
liake  Michigan, 
I^ake  Huron, 
Lake  St.  Clair, 
Lake  Erie, 
Lake  Ontario, 
River  St.  Lawrence, 

04^000 

Michigan  occupies  a  central  |>osition,  between  the  extremes^ 
and  uniting  with  the  upper  division  of  the  St.  Lawrence  basin, 
having  an  area  of  forty-tnree  thousand  five  hundred  square  miles 
on  the  lower,  or  peninsula  proper,  and  twenty-seven  thousand 
square  miles  on  the  upper  peninsula ;  makit^  an  aggregate  of 
seventy  thousand  five  hundred  square  miles. 

Jbe  Lai€$  and  lake  Coast* 

These  constitute  a  prominent  feature,  and  mua  be  of  great 
and  increasing  interest,  connecting  the  agricultural  with  the  com* 
mercial  enterprise  of  Michigan,  As  no  state  with  the  location  so 
distant  from  the  seaports,  has  done  more  in  the  same  short  period 
to  develope  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  its  interna]  resour- 
ces, none  can  be  in  a  situation  better  to  reap  the  advantages 
arising  from  an  extended  inland  coast. 

If  0)6  distance  bv  meanders  of  the  shore  of  the  lakes,  and 
Indentations  of  the  bays,  were  to  be  made  the  standard  for  the 
length  of  the  coast,  it  would  amount  to  more  than  twice  that  of 
another,  run  without  reeard  to  the  sinuosities  of  the  shore. 

The  exact  distance  from  the  foot  of  lake  Huron,  (near  Fort 
Gratiot,)  at  a  point  where  the  north  litie  of  township  number  six 
oorth,  and  range  pumber  seventeen  west,  intersects  the  water  to 
Middle  Island,  by  meanders,  is  345  miles,  including  Saginaw  bay. 
The  same  distance  on  a  direct  line  is  only  143  miles ;  thence  to 
Mackinaw,  97  miles ;  but  by  meanders.  Including  the  False  and 
True  Presque  Isles,  the  distance  would  be  increased  to  150  miles; 
making  a  total  by  meanders  of  495  miles,  and  by  a  direct  line, 
240  mues. 

If  the  eastern  shore  of  the  peninsula  appears  so  irregular  and 
deeply  indented  with  bays  and  harbors,  the  western  is  not  less  so, 
particularly  in  the  northern  part.    The  difference  will  be  proi 
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portionaBy  graMer,  av  the  Little  and  Grand  Tmwrae  bays  are 
brgpr»  excepting  Saginaw  bay,  than  the  largest  have  on  the*  east- 
ern aide ;  but  as  a  arnuli  part  only  of  the  ^wefltern  shore  has  been 
surveyedf  the  subject  will  not  adniit  of  a  more  extended  notice  at 
this  time. 

Many  doubts  have  heretofore  existed  in  relation  to  the  num- 
ber and  cooveoieace  of  harbors.  A  minute  examination  of  the 
shores*  baSt  however,  removed  much  of  the  prejud.ces  against  the 
navigation  of  the  lakes,  and  there  is  probably  no  line  o?  coast  of 
equiu  extent  (bdng  seven  hundred  miles,)  that  willt  with  incon- 
siderable improvements,  furnish  a  greater  number  of  good  harbors. 
Much  of  the  appreheodb^d  danger  has  arisen,  therefore,  from  igno- 
rance of  these  iacts,  and  the  localities  of  the  numerous  sheltered 
bays  which  would  afford  protection  at  all  seaaons ;  and  as  but  few 
if  any  attempts  have  been  made  by  actual  navigators  to  explore 
{or  themselves,  and  being  without  charts,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
representations  of  danger  should  have  obtained,  and  the  dread  of 
shipwreck  on  an  apparently  desolate  ooast,  magnify  in  a  great 
degree  the  fears  attendant  on  crossing  theae  inland  seas. 

Depth  of  the  Lakes. 

The  depth  of  the  lakes  has  been  a  subiect  of  speculation,  from 
the  earliest  period  of  their  discovery  by  Europeans.  Tables  have 
been  constructed,  and  the  areas  and  contents  of  each  endeavored 
to  be  ascertained.  Errors  have  been  made  in  these  as  well  as  in 
their  elevation  above  the  ocean ;  in  the  latter  case,  however,  little 
is  left  to  conjecture. 

Lake  St.  Clair,  an  expansion  of  the  straits  between  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Erie,  eighteen  by  twenty  miles,  is  much  the  shallowest, 
the  averc^e  depth  being  only  twenty  feet.  Lake  Erie  does  not 
exceed  c^ty*four  feet.  An  ordinary  storm  disturbs  its  bottom, 
and  tta  waters  appear  turbid.  These  lakes  may  he  considered  as 
reoetviBg  tlie  detritus  brought  down  by  the  rivers  flowing  into 
them,  and  deposited  there.  This  in  particular  is  apparent  around 
the  head  of  Lake  St.  Clair,  where  alluvion  islands  are  constantly 
fi^ming.and  in  spring  chok^  up  the  numerous  channels  at  the  mouth 
of  the  St*  Clair  river^  extending  in  the  form  of  a  delta  far  into 
the  lake.  The  same  remark  may  be  made  in  respect  to  tfie  west 
end  of  Lake  Brie,  where  detritus  extends  some  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  Maumee  river ;  the  channel,  is  often  devious,  and  a  pre- 
viuling  westerly  wind  redo(^s  the  lake  to  less  than  one  fathom. 

Lakes  Michigati  and  Huron  have  undoubtedly  the  deepest 
ctiasms.  Receding  fiH>m  the  shore,  their  waters  deepen  uniform-^ 
ly,  and  their  exist  no  central  shoals  or  islands,  showing  in  any 
manner  a  broken  or  aFpine  formation  at  their  bottoms.  It  is  only 
in  the  slndts  of  Mackinaw,  and  above  and  around  the  Georgian 
or  Maoiloo  bay  of  Lake  Hvron,  that  islands  and  shoals  make 
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tbeir  appeaniBoe.  The  chimnek  amotig  these  islands,  howeVei'* 
are  only  chasms  through  roeks«  caused  by  abrasion  from  the 
waters  of  the  lakes.  Soundings  liave  been  made  to  the  incredi* 
ble  depth  of  eighteen  hundred  feet,  withont  reaching  the  bottom, 
and  the  most  experienced  ship  masters  do  not  hesitate  to  assert 
the  average  depth  to  be  more  than  one  thousand  feet.  Lake 
Superior,  though  larger,  cannot  be  considered  deeper  than  the 
olhers»  for  reasons  already  assigned.  It  abounds  with  islands, 
many  of  which  are  large  ;  Isie  lioyal  is  one  hundred  miles  long. 
Primitive  masses  of  rock  lie  disrupted  above  and  beiow  its  sur*- 
face  in  every  direction,  and  a  permanent  impression  is  left  that  a 
cliasra,  shapeless  in  its  exterior,  as  well  as  its  interior  dimensions, 
fed  by  springs  and  tributary  rivers,  are  the  great  features  of  this 
lake,  at  a  depth  of  nine  hundred  feet. 

MoantaiB  districts,  as  has  been  heretofore  observed,  may  be 
cot  through  by  rivers,  causing  deep  vallies  and  depressions,*  but 
nowhere  on  the  coBtinental  surface  of  the  globe  can  be  found  so 
deep  chasms  as  the  basins  of  these  lakes.  Though  elevated  506 
feet  abovey  their  bottoms  are  more  than  40()  feet  below  the  level 
of  the  ocean.  Their  superficial  area  is  949OOO  square  miles,  and 
they  contain  11,300  cobic  miles  of  water ;  a  quantity  more  than 
half  of  all  the  fresh  water  on  the  earth. 

Interior  Peninsula  Lakes. 

Neither  is  the  subject  of  the  lesser  interior  lakes  on  the  penin* 
sula,  so  far  as  their  number  and  magnitude  are  ascertained,  to  be 
overlooked,  forming  as  they  do  by  their  frequency,  a  great  con- 
trast in  the  topography  of  this,  to  that  of  the  other  states. 

From  the  Ohio  and  Indiana  line  on  the  south,  tip  to  range  line 
number  seven  north,  including  all  south  of  the  northern  railroad, 
an  extent  of  9,688,320  square  acres,  there  are  1,425  of  these 
lakes,  occupying  areas  of  t'rom  one  to  thirty-five  hundred  square 
acres  each.  Their  waters  are  remarkably  cool  and  transparent, 
and  give  to  the  landscape  a  highly  picturesque  appearance.  To 
apply  the  principles  of  hydrography  in  ascertaining  their  aggre^ 
gate  extent,  becomes  the  more  difficult,  since,  in  addition  to  their 
great  number,  no  two  arc  of  the  same  dimensions.  Tlie  follow- 
ing, however,  will  be  found  to  approximate  the  truth :  allowing 
each  lake  an  area  of  160  rods  square,  we  shall  give  to  the  whole 
228,000  acres,  an  extent  equal  to  nearly  ten  townships,  and  some* 
what  larger  than  Lake  St.  Clair ;  and  a  proportion  of  about  one 
acre  of  water  to  every  thirty-nine  of  dry  land. 

All  the  rivers  in  the  state  have  their  sources  in  groups  of  these 
lakes,  and  they  are  the  fountains  of  the  unremitting  volumes 
that  flow  through  the  thousand  channels  of  our  streams.  While 
the  rivers  of  neighboring  states  have  measurablv  disappeared 
during  the  drought  of  the  last  summer,  and  caused  derangemeat 
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in  their  eommeroe,  oon  have  suflbr^  comparatively  little  dpini- 
notion. 

Periodical  Rise  and  FdU  of  Water  in  the  Lakes^ 

This  interesting  question  has  given  rise  to  a  variety  of  curious 
B\  eouiations.  The  inierence  drawn  from  the  followipg  data*  it  is 
presumed,  will  not  be  altogether  inconclusive. 

Calculations  may  be  made  suffioieatly  accurate  to  detennioe 
nearly  the  amount  of  surface  drained,  ^  and  if  our  climate  shows 
a  successive  series  of  cold  and  moisty  vears*  and  a  series  of  warm 
or  dry  ones,  mutually  following  each  other,**  variations  in  the 
volume  of  water,  cannot  but  necessarily  he  great. 

Taking  into  our  account  only  the  central  and  upper  divisions 
of  the  St  Laweence  valley,  from  Niagara  to  the  northwest  angle 
of  Lake  Superior,  embraoing  all  the  country  whose  streams  are 
tributary  to  the  lakes,  we  have,  by  the  fdlowioff  table  of  sections, 
348,755  square  miles  of  surface,  besides  that  of  the  lakes. 
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The  floods  in  Lake  Ontario  are  generally  the  highest  by  aboat 
two  feet,  and  for  the  obvious  reason,  that  it  receives  the  succes- 
sive accumulations  of  all  the  other  lakes,  from  the  Niagara  to 
the  head  of  the  St.  Louis  river. 

From  the  year  18i4,  we  can  speak  with  some  degree  of  con- 
fidence ot  the  rise  and  fall  of  these  waters.  During  that  year, 
the  upper  lakes  were  full.  This  was  the  case  in  1815,  with  the 
central  and  lower  lakes.  In  1819  and  '20,  the  water  is  said  to 
have  been  at  an  unusually  low  ebb  in  the  same  lakes. 

The  difference  in  the  time  of  the  apparent  rise  between  the 
upper  and  lower  division,  may  be  accounted  for  on  the  principle 
that  the  largest  bodies  of  water  are  on  the  upper  level,  and  as 
these  are  discharged,  the  lower  division  would  be  comparatively 
high,  while  the  upper  would  be  reduced  to  low  water  mark. 

From  1820,  the  water,  again  began  to  rise,  and  continued  to 
increase  until  1828 ;  since  which  time,  A.  E.  Hathon,  Esqr.  civil 
engineer  of  Detroit,  has  given  the  subject  particular  attention. 
His  first  observations  were  taken  at  the  old  hydraulic  works,  at 
the  time  when  the  pipes  were  being  laid  for  furnishing  the  city 
with  water  from  the  Detroit  river ;  he  has  since  transferred  it  to 
the  top  of  the  water  table  of  the  tower,  at  the  new  hydraulic 
works*  The  surface  of  the  river  at  the  time  of  the  transfer, 
August  21,  1838,  was  3.21  feet  below  that  base  :  this  will  serve 
as  a  reference  for  the  future. 

It  appears  from  his  journal,  that  the  water  was  low  in  the 
spring  of  1830,  having  tallen  about  two  feet  since  1828.  In  June 
following,  it  had  again  risen  two  feet,  or  to  the  lerel  of  1828. 
From  that  time,  its  rise  was  gradual,  until  June,  1836,  at  which 
time  it  was  found  to  have  attained  the  height  of  one  Sooi  and 
e^ht  inches.  In  June,  1837,  it  rose  seven  inches ;  in  June,  1838, 
nine  inches,  and  on  the  21st  August  following,  three  inches; 
making  the  rise  three  feet  three  inches  since  June,  1830,  and  five 
feet  three  inches  since  March  in  Uie  same  year. 

Table  Showing  the  Rise  of  voater  from  Marcht  1830,  to  August^ 

1838. 

Fmi.      IndMn      Mht. 

June,  1830, 

June,  1836,  1 

June,  1837, 

June,  1638, 

August  21,  1838, 

Some  allowance  ought  to  be  made  for  the  sudden  rise  of  two 
feet  from  March  to  June,  as  from  observation,  it  is  believed  that 
winter  has  the  effect  of  producing  a  partial  decrease. 

On  the  twenty-first  November,  1838,  the  water  had  fallen 
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twelve  and  a  quarter  inches,  and  on  ibe  lecond  Febraary,  1830, 
three  feet  eight  inches. 

Many  conclude  that  the  present  hi^h  flood  is  greater  than  has 
been  known  for  at  least  a  century,  trom  the  fact,  that  orchards 
have  been  killed  along  the  St  Clair  and  Detroit  rivers,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  lands  being  overflowed.  In  some  instances,  forest 
trees  have  been  destroyed  by  the  overflowing  water,  and  upon 
counting  the  concentric  circles  in  sections  obtained  from  their 
trunks,  they  were  found  to  exceed  a  hundred. 

In  order  to  estimate  the  enormous  accumulations  of  water  dur- 
ing the  time  of  the  highest  flood,  and  which  is  discharged  through 
the  river,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  table  where 
five  and  a  quarter  feet  appears  to  be  the  maximum  of  the  rise. 
A  transverse  section  of  the  river  taken  opposite  Detroit,  where  it 
is  contracted  to  52*80  of  a  mile,  of  this  depth  contains  18,018 
cubic  feet ;  and  allowing  the  current  a  velocity  of  one  mile  an 
hour,  which  is  known  to  be  less  than  its  ordinary  current,  there 
would  be  discharged  95,135,040  cubic  feet  per  hour,  or  1,585,558 
cubic  feet  per  minute,  an  amount  sufficient  to  supply  fifty-eight 
canals  of  the  dimensions  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo,*  or  thirty 
five  of  the  Grand  Erie  canal,  and  more  than  sixteen  times  the 
amount  contained  in  the  Cedar  river  and  SycanK)re  creek,  Ingham 
county.  Deer  creek  and  Grand  river,  Eaton  county,  Shiawassee 
river,  Livingston  county,  and  Rabbit  river,  Allegan  county.f 

We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  are  sixteen  times  as 
many  rivers,  (as  those  above  enumerated,)  at  the  north,  which 
have  changed  their  course,  and  discharge  in  directions  contrary 
to  their  former  ones,  thus  filling  the  basin  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
causing  the  periodical  rise  of  the  lakes ;  nor  is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose  that  rivers,  discharging  so  great  a  quantity,  can  be  found 
in  that  region.  We  must,  therefore,  look  for  the  cause  to  the 
quantity  of  rain  which  has  fallen,  and  to  the  melting  of  the  snow 
in  spring,  upon  the  imniense  surface  drained  by  these  lakes. 

Rivers. 

Streams  receiving  the  appellation  of  rivers  in  the  state  are 
numerous.  This  name,  however,  is  applied  to  none  unless  of 
sufficient  magnitude  to  be  considered  worthy  of  meandering  on 
both  sides;  accordingly,  instructions  to  that  efl^t  have  been 
given  by  the  Surveyor  General  to  his  deputies,  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  government  surveys.  The  Grand,  Muskego  and  St 
Joseph,  will  bear  a  comparison  in  length  with  many  of  the  west- 
ern, and  no  small  number  of  the  eastern  rivers,  of  the  first  and 

*27,313  cubic  feet  ia  required  per  minute,  for  this  canal.  [See  report  of  J.  Hnrd, 
]Sngiiieer.] 

t  TheM  riren  discl^arge  in  tbe  aggregate,  98346  cabio  feet  per  iniQa(e,at  i)ie  pli»e« 
jfteeignaied.    [J.  Hurdle  report]  ^ 
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secoDd  class.  Their  width  and  depth  are  not  in  proportion  to 
their  length,  arising  from  the  fact  of  their  uniform  descent.  This 
characteristic  will  apply  to  all  the  other  streams  on  the  peninsula. 
They  are  unbroken  by  cataracts,  and  but  little  obstructed  by 
rapids.  The  number  in  the  surveyed  part,  and  discharging  into 
the  lakes,  is  twenty  ;-^of  these  the  Grand  river  is  the  largest. 

This  river  rises  in  Hillsdale  and  the  south  part  of  JaoksoU 
counties,  in  a  cluster  of  more  than  fifty  lakes,  that  interlock  with 
the  Kalamazoo  and  St.  Joseph,  each  emptying  into  Lake  Michi- 

fin  on  the  west,  and  with  the  Raisin,  which  empties  into  Lake 
rie,  on  the  east.  These,  with  the  Littb  St.  Joseph,  St.  Joseph 
of  Maumee,  and  Tiffins  or  Bean  creek,  running  south,  have  their 
0ources  on  the  highest  table  land  in  the  southern  half  of  the  pe- 
ninsula, being  an  elevation  of  six  hundred  and  forty-six  feet  above 
Lake  Erie.  From  its  source  in  a  northerly  direction  to  Jackson- 
burgh,  is  twenty-five  miles ;  its  level  here  being  three  hundred 
and  twenty-five  feet  above  Lake  Michigan.  From  Jacksonburgh, 
it  is  fifty-three  miles  to  Red  Cedar  river,  thirty  to  Looking-glass 
river,  and  eighteen  to  the  Maple  river.  At  this  point  its  eleva- 
tion is  fifty-six  feet  above  the  lake,  where  it  takes  a  westerly 
course  of  fifty  miles  to  Grand  rapids,  and  forty  more  to  its  mouth, 
making  its  entire  length  two  hundred  and  sixteen  miles,  ft  con^^ 
veys  the  surplus  water  of  .2,949^20  square  acres.  There  are 
many  other  large  tributaries  besides  those  above  mentioned, 
which  it  receives  from  the  north — among  these  are  the  Fiat  and 
Rogue  rivers,  no  inconsiderable  streams.  Its  width  the  first  forty 
miles  from  its  mouth  is  800  feet,  and  for  fifty  miles  further,  to 
Lyons,  on  the  Maple,  it  is  500  feet.  In  spring*  floods  raise  the 
river  about  ten  feet,  overflowing  and  enriching  its  valley,  which 
is  densely  covered  with  a  heavy  and  beautiful  growth  of  forest 
trees. 

The  St.  Joseph  has  for  its  source  more  than  twenty-five  lakes, 
and  as  before  mentioned,  has  its  origin  in  Hillsdale  and  Branch 
counties ;  it  runs  a  northerly  course,  afterwards  passing  to  the 
southwest,  and  crossing  the  south  boundary  of  the  state,  enters 
Indiana ;  again  curving  northwardly,  it  re-enters  this  state  and 
falls  into  Lake  Michigan,  receiving  many  large  tributaries,  among 
which  are  the  Paw  Paw,  the  Dowagiac,  Elkhart,  Prairie,  Pigeon 
and  Fawn  rivers. 

From  its  mouth  to  the  line  of  Indiana,  the  distance  is  forty- 
eight  and  a  half  miles,  at  a  level  of  sixty-eight  and  a  half  feet ; 
after  running  forty-three  miles  in  Indiana,  and  at  an  elevation  of 
ninety-nine  feet,  it  reorosses  the  state  line  ;  the  distance  to  Three 
rivers  is  twenty-three  and  three-fourth  miles,  rising  thirty-five  feet, 
ihcnce  twenty -six  and  one-fourth  miles  to  ^^turgeon  lake,  and 
twenty  and  a  half  to  Union  city,  making  the  whole  distance  one 
hundred  and  sixty  miles  from  its  mouth '  to  this  place,  and  its 
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height  above  Lake  Michigan  two  hundred  and  ei^y-fire  feet ; 
the  entire  length  of  the  river  is  two  hundred  and  eight  miles,  its 
width  is  nine  hundred  feet  at  its  mouth,  and  carries  the  surplus 
waters  of  2,327,040  square  acres. 

The  Kalamazoo  liver  drains  nearly  all  the  remainder  of  the 
surface  on  the  western  declivity,  (situated  between  the  Grand  and 
St.  Joseph  rivers  above  described,)  or  about  1,382,400  square 
acres.  Its  tributaries  are  not  many  or  large ;  its  average  width 
is  about  two  hundred  feet ;  its  source  is  in  a  group  of  twenty 
lakes.  Farwell's  lake  is  six  feet  above  the  source  of  Grrand  river, 
though  hardly  forty  rods  distant,  and  so  near  do  the  rivers  rising 
on  this  plateau  approach  each  other,  that  the  waters  flowing  east, 
west  and  south,  might  easily  be  made  to  mingle  at  this  point.  Its 
course  is  more  direct  than  either  of  the  others  mentioned. 

The  distance  from  its  mouth  to  Allegan  is  thirty-eight  miles, 
with  a  current  of  three  miles  an  hour ;  thence  twenty-five  miles 
to  Kalamazoo,  where  it  is  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  feet  above 
the  lake ;  thence  to  Albion,  at  the  Forks,  thirteen  miles,  rising  nine 
feet,  making  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  sixteen  miles,  and  at 
an  elevation  of  three  hundred  and  forty-five  feet.  From  the 
Forks  to  its  source  is  thirty-iour  miles ;  its  entire  length  is  there- 
fore one  hundred  and  fifty  miles. 

The  rivers  discharging  on  the  eastern  coast  of  the  state,  with* 
in  the  surveyed  district,  have  a  less  volume,  and  may  be  describ- 
ed together  as  having  similar  featuies,  or  if  there  be  an  exception, 
it  is  in  the  length.  The  len^^th  of  all  is  abridged,  however,  by 
having  a  space  to  traverse  only  of  about  forty  to  sixty  miles  ;  the 
dividing  ridge  beinff  so  much  nearer  the  eastern  than  the  western 
side  of  the  peninsula. 

The  River  Raisin  heads  in  a  scries  of  fifty  lakes,  the  nearest  of 
which  is  but  a  few  rods  from  the  head  of  Grand  river.  Its  whole 
length  may  be  computed  at  85  miles. 

The  head  waters  of  the  western  branches  of  the  Huron  also 
rise  near  those  of  Grand  river,  while  its  eastern  sources  inoscu- 
late with  the  Clinton.  This  river  and  the  Clinton  have  their  sour- 
ces in  by  far  the  greatest  number  of  lakes ;  they  are  no  less  than 
200,  and  some  of  them  large,  embraced  in  the  area  of  Oakland, 
Livingston  and  Washtenaw  counties. 

The  Saginaw  river  receives  the  discharged  waters  of  the  Cass, 
Flint,  Shiawassee,  and  Tittabawassa  rivers,  twenty- five  miles 
from  its  mouth.  These  rivers  with  their  tributaries  descend  from 
every  point  of  the  compass — the  Tittabawassa  from  an  unsur^ 
veyed  district  in  the  north  ;  the  Shiawassee  from  the  western  de- 
cUvitv  of  the  summit  in  Oakland  county  in  the  south  ;  the  Flint 
and  Cass  from  the  summit  of  the  same  swell,  in  Lapeer  and  Sa- 
jiilac  counties,  on  the  east  and  southeast.  Their  average  length 
is  ninety  miles* 
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United  Stales  Survey, 

These  are  progressing  with  rapiditVf  and  if  continued  during 
the  next  two  years,  the  whole  peninsula  will  have  been  surveyed. 
The  highest  point  to  which  they  have  been  carried  is  town  26 
north,  embracing  180  townships.  The  facilities  are  reported  by 
the  surveyors,  to  be  as  favorable  as  those  of  any  other  new  coun- 
try, and  equal  to  those  of  earlier  surveys,  for  carrying  for- 
ward their  work ;  maps  of  these  surveys  have  been  collected,  in 
part,  for  the  future  use  of  the  geological  department.  An  inspec- 
tion of  them  exhibits,  in  the  general  outlines,  a  similarity  to  the 
southern  portion  of  the  state  ;  the  variety  and  number  of  small 
lakes,  the  great  length  of  tho  principal  streams,  with  an  undulating 
surface,  are  the  principal  features. 

It  is  understood  that  contracts  will  be  made  for  commencing  on 
the  upper  peninsula,  at  the  opening  of  next  season,  and  it  is  pro- 
bable that  the  standard  lines  will  be  run,  and  the  completion  of 
the  eastern  half,  from  Chocolate  river  on  lake  Superior  to  the 
head  of  Green  Bay,  during  the  same  time. 

The  lands  heretofore  held  in  reserve,  and  which  are  by  treaty 
to  be  sold,  have  been  subdivided.  These  reserves  are  among  the 
best  locations  in  the  state.  The  avails,  after  deducting  the  sur- 
veys and  other  expenses,  go  to  the  Indians. 

Little  will  be  left  after  the  survey  of  the  state  shall  have  been 
completed,  requiring  adjustment.  The  simple  rectangular  me- 
thod adopted  by  the  general  government,  first,  in  subdividing  the 
country  into  townships  of  six  miles  square,  and  these  again  into 
sections  of  one  mile,  give  a  character  of  mathematical  accuracy 
which  is  excelled  by  no  other  system  ;  the  width  and  course  of  all 
streams  crossing  these  lines,  and  their  distance  from  the  nearest 
corner,  are  noted,  as  well  as  the  entrance  into  and  distance  across 
marshes  and  swamps ;  it  will  therefore  require  but  little  attention 
to  draft  the  streams  not  meandered,  as  well  as  the  marshes,  in 
the  interior  of  the  sections,  by  personal  examination,  with  suffi- 
cient accuracy  for  correct  topographical  maps. 

Levels* 

Information  of  the  most  valuable  kind  has  been  obtained  from 
the  board  of  commissioners  of  internal  improvement ;  copies  of 
the  surveys  of  the  central  and  northern  railroads  have  been  fur- 
nished, and  by  a  resolution  which  passed  that  board  in  1837,  they 
will  continue  to  furnish  copies  of  all  the  surveys  connected  with 
the  public  works  ;  these,  with  the  surveys  of  the  different  railroad 
and  canal  companies,  will  leave  but  few  points,  the  elevation  or 
depression  ot  which  may  not  be  known,  either  in  reference  to  the 
lakes  or  the  ocean.  Vertical  seciions  connected  with  correct 
lineal  drawings^  are  appreciated  by  the  geologist,  and  have  an  in- 
terest with  him  as  great  as  with  the  engineer. 
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Accompanying  this  report  you  will  receive  a  map  of  the  state 
made  by  your  direction  for  general  reference.  Upon  the  same 
sheet,  projections  of  all  the  levels  which  have  been  made  across 
the  state,  are  constructed.  A  slight  inspection  will  show  at  once' 
the  vertical  relation  of  almost  every  important  point  throughout 
the  territory  included  in  the  survey.  The  surface  of  Lakes  Hu- 
ron and  Michigan  is  made  the  plane  of  reference ;  these  are  578 
feet  above  tide  water. 

By  a  reference  to  the  heights,  it  appears  that  there  is  a  swell 
of  land,  which  may  becalled  the  true  uxOer  shed^  running  from 
Point  aux  Barques  south  forty-five  degrees  west,  and  passing  out 
of  the  state  into  the  northeast  corner  ot  Indiana,  about  equi-distant 
from  Lakes  Erie  and  Michigan.  It  attains  its  greatest  elevation 
in  Hillsdale  county,  seven  miles  east  from  Jonesville,  where  it  is 
633  feet  above  the  plane  of  reference.  Its  summit  on  the  central 
railroad  at  the  division  line  between  Jackson  and  Washtenaw 
counties,  fourteen  miles  east  of  Jacksonburgh,  is  437  feet.  In 
the  village  of  Ponliac,  in  Oakland  county,  on  the  summit  level  of 
the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  it  is  336  feet.  It  then  again 
rises,  and  at  the  head  waters  of  Belle  river,  in  Lapeer  county,  is 
414  feet.  From  this  point  it  gradually  falls  off,  and  with  a  few 
rills  descending  on  its  north  and  eastern  slope,  sinks  to  the  level  of 
the  beach  of  the  lake.  This  swell  will  present  but  few  elevations 
above  the  actual  surveyed  levels  exceeding  fifty  feet,  and  these 
knobs,  where  present,  are  located  without  design,  and  without  uni- 
formity of  range. 

On  the  line  between  Oakland  and  Livingston  counties,  a  branch 
diverges  to  the  northwest,  giving  rise  to  the  Red  Cedar,  Looking- 
glass  and  the  Maple  rivers,  on  its  western  declivity,  while  the 
Shiawassee  rises  at  the  point  of  divergence,  and  runs  northwardly 
parallel  to  its  eastern  side.  The  lowest  pass  across  this  swell  is 
95  feet  above  Lake  Huron.  Leaving  this  point  and  ascending  to 
township  10  north,  of  range  5  west,  its  course  is  changed  to  the 
north,  and  it  rises  to  its  greatest  elevation  at  the  sources  of  the 
Muskego  river  in  Lake  Otisco,  in  town  22  north.  From  an  in- 
spection of  the  map  an  apparent  design  appears  to  have  marked 
the  future  communication  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Michigan, 
from  the  broad  and  deep  indentation  of  Saginaw  bay  over  this 
narrow  and  low  pass. 

From  the  dividing  swell,  the  country  lies  in  one  plain  on  each 
side,  inclining  gently  and  uniformly  to  the  margin  of  the  lakes, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  corresponding  elevation  on  the  west- 
ern side  of  the  state.  This  may  be  traced  from  the  great  bend  of 
Grand  river  to  where  it  crosses  the  Kalamazoo  west  of  that  vil- 
lage; thence  curving  with  the  shore  of  the  lake,  terminates  at  the 
South  Bend,  where  it  diverts  the  St.  Joseph  river  through  a  part 
of  Indiana.     Its  average  height  at  Grand  river  is  80  feet,  200  at 
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Kalamazoo,  and  75  at  soath  Bendy  above  the  level  of  the  surround- 
ing country.  It  need  not  be  stated  that  the  interior  peninsula  lakes 
Ertake  of  the  highest  elevation,  when  reference  is  had  to  their 
ing  situated  at  the  sources  of  all  the  rivers,  and  that  the  summit 
in  Oakland  and  Livingston  counties  abounds  with  the  greatest 
number. 

From  tables  in  which  I  have  collated  the  elevation  of  places,  I 
have  selected  a  few  remote  from  each  other,  which  may  serve  to 
show  the  uniformity  of  the  surface  generally.  Conclusions  from 
this  table  cannot  be  drawn,  however,  in  detriment  to  the  healthy 
and  rapid,  and  not  unfrequently  precipitous  flow  of  all  our 
streams. 

Outlet  of  Grass  lake,  Jackson  county,  377  feet. 

Village  of  Barry,  do         do  362 

Head  of  Spectacle  lake,  Calhoun  county,  373 

Head  of  Mill  creek,  St  Clair  county,  368 

Kalamazoo  river  at  Albion,  Kalamazoo  county,        35 1 
Sandstone  creek,  Jackson  county,  347 

Outlet  Gillefs  lake,  do  354 

Village  of  Newberry,  St.  Clair  county,  284 

West  end  Prairie  Ronde,  Kalamazoo  county,  278 

Rice  creek  near  Marshall,  Calhoun  county,  280 

Honey  creek,  Washtenaw  county,  266 

North  branch  Raisin  river,  Lenawee  county,  276 

Hasler's  creek,  Lapeer  county,  265 

Geddes,  Washtenaw  county,  220 

Flint  river  at  Lapeer,  Lapeer  county,  238 

Huron  river.  Dexter,  Washtenaw  county,  232 

Old  Fort  Holmes,  Mackinaw,  219 

Kalamazoo  river  near  Augu8ta,in  section  35,  town 
2  south,  range  8  west,  Kalamazoo  county,  1 87 

Branch  St.  Joseph,  30  miles  south  section  3d,  town 
6  south,  same  range,  St.  Joseph  county,  187 

Kalamazoo  river,  Kalamazoo  village,  1 54 
Thirty  miles  south  southern  railroad  crossing,  St 

Joseph  river,  St.  Joseph  county,  138 

Shiawassee  river  at  Owasso,  Shiawassee  county,  145 

Fort  Mackinaw,  Mackinaw,  150 

CliS;  Robinson's  Folly,  Island  Mackinaw,  128 

Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  county,  130 

Bank  of  ItAke  Michigan,  New  Bufialo,  Berrien 

county,  100 

Huron  river  at  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  county,        100 
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Ptw  Paw  river,  Laftyette  village,  Van  Buren 

county,  106  feeL 

Brush  creek  near  Mason,  Van  Buren  county,  76 

Bank  of  Galien  river,  ten  miles  east  New  Buffalo, 

Berrien  county,  74 
Stoney  creek,  crossing  northern  railroad,   Ionia 

county,  82 

Mouth  Maple  river,  Ionia  county,  56 

Bass  river,  crossing  northern  railroad,  Ottawa  county,  60 

St.  Joseph  river  at  Bertrand,  Berrien  county,  53 

Half  way  house,  Wayne  county,  54 
Crossing  southern  railroad,  four  miles  west  Monroe, 

Monroe  county,  41 
A  fact  may  also  be  inferred  from  the  collated  levels,  that  the 
average  height  of  the  peninsula  is  160  feet  above  the  surface  of 
the  lakes. 

Much  of  my  time  has  been  occupied,  as  will  be  observed,  in 
making  collections  preparatory  to  the  final  publication.  They 
are  intended  to  embrace  the  geology  as  well  as  the  topography 
and  geography  of  every  section  of  the  state.  Twenty  counties 
are  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness,  five  of  which  may  be  said  to 
be  finished  in  detail,  viz:  Wayne,  Monroe,  Jackson,  Eaton,  and 
Ingham.  It  was  thought  unimportant  to  enter  into  a  description 
of  these  in  this  report,  as  during  the  next  year  a  large  number 
will  be  added  and  a  report  including  tlie  whole  will  then  be 
made.  Drawings  will  also  be  given  of  such  remains  of  ancient 
works  and  tumuli  as  are  scattered  through  St.  Joseph,  Kalama- 
zoo and  some  other  counties.  These  are  more  rare  in  this,  than 
in  some  of  the  states  south  and  west ;  sufficient  evidences  remain, 
however,  of  a  former  population  remote  to  the  oldest  traditions  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  time  is  not  distant  when  the  curious  will  be 
gratified  with  the  system  they  pursued,  and  the  facts  it  unfolds 
relative  to  the  uses  for  which  so  much  labor  has  been  expended 
by  an  ancient  people,  uppn  the  different  structures  found  in  the 
west.  Public  attention  is  being  directed  to  their  developement, 
and  when  the  position  and  dimensions  of  those  that  remain  shall 
have  been  determined,  elements  for  a  history  will  remain,  as  per- 
fect as  may  be  collected  in  the  absence  fn  part  of  tradition  or 
Written  documents. 

Here  let  me  publicly  acknowledge  the  hospitable  intercourse 
of  the  citizens  of  the  state,  and  the  polite  regards  of  gentlemen 
in  the  different  public  offices,  in  affording  every  facility,  and  giving 
access  to  the  records  in  their  charge. 

S.  W.  HIGGINS, 
Topographer  of  the  Oeclogkal  Survey* 

Detroit,  2d  Feb'y,  1839. 
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(No.  4.) 
Report  of  C.  C.  Douglass,  Assistant  Geologist. 

To  Douglass  Houghton^  State  Geologist : 

Sir  :  I  have  completed  the  detailed  survey  of  so  much  of  the 
district  ivhich  you  assigned  mc,  as  is  embraced  in  Ingham  coun- 
ty, together  with  a  portion  of  Eaton  and  Jackson  counties.  Much 
time  having  been  occupied  in  tracing  and  examining  the  coal  for- 
mation, in  order  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions  as  to  the 
probable  extent  of  this  valuable  deposite  in  the  district,  it  is 
thought  advisable  to  defer  the  report  of  a  part  of  Eaton  and  the 
whole  of  Jacksou  county,  until  the  work  shall  have  been  more 
nearly  completed.  The  examinations  of  the  coal  district  resulted 
in  the  collection  of  many  important  facts,  some  of  which  cannot 
be  properly  made  use  of  until  more  extended  examinations  have 
been  made.  But  it  may  be  observed,  that  these  have  been  suffi- 
ciently satisfactory  to  place  beyond  doubt  the  existence  of  this 
valuable  substance  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  much  prospec- 
tive value  to  the  state. 

The  maps  of  the  counMes  under  consideration,  have  been  found 
to  be  exceedingly  incorrect,  and  in  accordance  with  your  instruc- 
tions, I  have  been  able  to  accomplish  much  towards  correcting 
the  numerous  geographical  errors  upon  the  maps,  now  being 
constructed.  Ihese,  according  to  your  instructions,  having  been 
transferred  to  the  topographical  department,  can  only  be  gene- 
rally noticed  in  this  report. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  characters  of  the  county  under 
consideration,  when  compared  with  the  .-nore  southern  counties, 
is,  its  remarkable  uniformity  of  surface.  Although  the  whole 
country  may  be  considered  as  gently  undulating,  it  has  no  great 
irregularity  of  surface,  except  in  those  sections  traversed  by 
streams,  where  gorges,  frequently  of  considerable  depth,  are 
sometimes  found. 

Occasionally  some  few  isolated  hills  and  ridges  are  seen,  but* 
they,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  hardly  worthy  of  notice.  In 
township  three  north,  range  one  east,  a  series  of  isolated  ridges 
commences  on  section  thirty-four,  and  extends  in  a  northeast 
direction,  across  sections  thirteen,  twenty-three,  twenty-four, 
twenty-si$  and  twenty-seven,  having  an  altitude  of  from  twenty 
to  eighty  feet. 

A  second  and  nearly  parallel  elevation  was  noticed,  commenc- 
ing on  section  three,  in  the  same  township,  and  extending  to 
section  thirty-four,  in  the  adjoining  town,  having  an  elevation  va- 
rying from  twenty  to  forty  feet. 

A  third  commences  in  the  south  part  of  Vevay,  and  extends 
in  a  northwest  direction,  nearly  through  the  town,  varying  from 
44 
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ten  to  eighty  feet  in  height.  At  the  village  of  Mason*  the  Syca- 
more creek  passes  through  a  ridge  of  diluvion  composed  of  stra- 
tified coarse  sand  and  pebbles,  slightly  united  by  a  calcareous  and 
ferruginous  cement. 

About  three-fifths  of  the  county  of  Ingham  consists  of  timber- 
ed land,  tvhile  the  remaining  tvvo-fillhs  are  oak  openings  and 
plains.  That  portion  of  Eaton  county  embraced  in  this  report, 
consists  of  timbered  lands. 

Timber. 

The  timber  upon  the  less  elevated  bottom  lands  extending  along 
Grand  river  consists  of  sycamore,  black  ash,  elm,  black  walnut, 
&c.  Upon  the  inclined  uplands,  connecting  the  bottom  with  the 
table  lands,  a  general  mixture  of  the  usual  hard  wood  timber  is 
found. 

The  table  lands  are  mostly  timbered  with  the  varieties  of  oak, 
beach,  maple,  lynn,  hickory,  cherry  and  whitewood ;  with  syca- 
more, butternut,  black  walnut,  and  elm  on  the  margins  of  the 
streams. 

Ingham  county  occupies  a  very  central  position  in  the  state, 
and  possessing  as  it  does  a  rich  soil,  valuable  quarries  of  sand- 
stone and  extensive  deposites  of  bituminous  coal,  it  promises  to 
become  one  of  the  most  important  counties  in  the  state. 

Sou. 

The  prevailing  soil  of  Ingham  county  and  that  part  of  Eaton 
county  lying  in  township  four  north,  ranges  three,  four,  five  and 
six  west,  is  sandy  loam  and  loamy  sand  over  an  extent  of  more 
than  seven-eighths  of  the  surface.  Limited  tracts  of  a  stiff  loamy 
clay,  with  occasional  hillocks  and  ridges  of  fine  yellowish  sand, 
occur,  and  were  observed  more  especially  near  the  small  lakes 
and  dtreams. 

Beds  of  sand  and  gravel  are  sometimes  seen  to  alternate  with 
those  of  loam  and  marly  clay  in  such  a  manner  that  a  field  of  a 
few  acres  may  exhibit  almost  every  variety  of  soil,  from  a  fine 
sand  to  a  stiff  marly  clay. 

The  art  of  the  farmer  may  be  here  put  in  requisition  to  modify 
the  natural  texture  of  the  different  soils  and  fit  them  to  receive 
nutritive  and  slirfiulant  manures  with  the  greatest  advantage. 
The  stiff  heavy  clays  may  be  dressed  with  sand  and  the  light  soil 
with  loam  or  clay,  (marly  where  it  can  be  obtained,)  with  a  view 
to  transform  the  whole  into  a  loam  of  such  a  texture  as  to  make 
a  pulverulent  soil,  and  yet  leave  it  sufl5cienlly  argillaceous  to  re- 
tain a  desirable  quantity  of  water.  Yard  manure,  composts 
mixed  with  lime,  ashes,  and  muck  of  the  marshes  and  swamps,if 
thrown  into  heaps  with  quick  lime  and  allowed  to  undergo  a  more 
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peifoct  decomposiiioD,  would  make  a  valuable  manure  for  the 
light  soils.  Lime  is  essential  to  the  fertility  of  the  light  soils,  and 
as  shell  marl  is  within  the  reach  of  nearly  every  farmer,  it  being 
found  in  many  of  the  lakes  and  marshes,  no  reason  can  exist  why 
these  light  soils  may  not  be  made  and  retained  of  the  most  fertile 
character.  The  marl  may  be  taken  from  the  pit  in  the  fall  and 
winter  or  at  any  leisure  season,  and  spread  over  the  land  in  the 
same  manner  as  fine  yard  manure.  Experience  must  determine 
the  quantity  best  adapted  to  each  particular  soil. 

The  marly  clays  of  Ingham  and  Eaton  counties  may  be  em- 
ployed with  advantage  on  the  light  soils,  for  they  will  not  only 
add*  consistency  to  the  soil,  but  will  also  furnish  the  necessary 
lime. 

Marshes  cmd  Swamps, 

Many  extensive  marshes  exist  in  both  Ingham  and  Eaton 
counties,  and  probably  may  be  said  to  extend  over  an  area  of 
about  one-ninth  of  the  surface.  Many  of  these  marshes  have 
originated  froin  the  stoppage  of  water  in  the  streams,  having  been 
dammed  by  the  beaver  which  formerly  existed  in  the  country  in 
great  numbers. 

Two  marshes  of  this  character  commence  near  the  south  line 
of  township  two  north»  range  one  east.  That  on  the  west  of  the 
township,  extends  in  a  northeast  direction  nearly  to  the  corner  of 
town  three,  havirig  n  length  of  twelve  miles  and  an  average  width 
of  eighty  rods.  , 

The  one  on  the  east  extends  north  two  to  three  miles  into  the 
adjfHning  township,  having  a  length  of  seven  miles  and  an  ave- 
rage width  of  half  a  mile. 

A  vegetable  deposite  of  from  one  to  eight  or  nine  feet  thick, 
frequently  tremulous  when  wet,  occurs  in  manv  of  these  marshes. 
This  deposite  is  inostly  underlayed  by  marly  clay,  which  is  some- 
times covered  to  a  slight  depth  with  sand  and  gravel,  and  in  some 
instances  with  shell  and  tufacious  marls.  This  vegetable  matter 
being  imperfectly  decomposed,  forms  a  light  fibrous  peat. 

A  large  majority  of  these  marshes  can  be  readily  drained^  and 
will,  by  proper  culture,  become  fertile  meadows  or  even  arable 
lands.  Many  of  them,  when  filled  with  water,  are  tremulous. 
Most  of  the  swamps  and  marshes  are  covered  with  a  luxuriant 
growth  of  sedge,  tamarack  and  (U'anberry  vines. 

Springs  and  Wetts. 

Most  of  the  springs  and  wells  in  these  counties  furnish  water 
containing^ the  salts  of  lime,  and  constitute  what  is  termed  hard 
water.  The  country  is  generally  well  watered,  though  during 
the  past  season,  owing  to  the  drought,  some  portions  were  nearly 
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destitute.  Along  the  vallies  of  the  streams  and  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  sandstone  formation,  water  is  abundant,  rising  to  the 
surface  in  springs  and  collecting  in  the  low  grounds,  forming 
numerous  small  streams. 

In  the  township  of  Onondaga  the  sand  rock  occurs  at  various 
depths,  and  water  is  generally  obtained  at  the  surface  of  the  rock, 
or  by  penetrating  it  a  few  feel.  Many  of  the  springs  contain 
large  quantities  of  carbonate  of  lime  in  solution,  which,  as  lhe_ 
water  comes  in  contact  with  the  air,  is  deposited  in  the  form  of 
tufa  or  a  fine  pulverulent  marl.  When  the  quantity  is  small,  the 
porous  vesicular  deposite,  called  tufa,  is  found,  but  when  the  water 
is  abundant,  or  the  springs  rise  in  a  level  tract  or  swamp,  it  is 
deposited  in  the  shape  of  marl. 

The  most  copious  springs  of  this  kind  are  along  Grand  and 
Cedar  rivers.  Nearly  all  the  small  streams,  as  well  as  most  of 
the  lakes  and  marshes,  (which  do  not  originate  from  beaver  dams) 
have  their  origin  in  springs. 

'  The  water  of  most  of  ihe  springs  noticed,  aside  from  the  lime 
it  contains,  is  remarkably  pure  and  limpid,  but  occasionally  cha- 
lybeate springs  occur.  The  springs  last  mentioned  not  unfre- 
quenlly  give  rise  to  very  limited  beds  of  bog  iron  ore. 

Streams. 

Grand  and  Cedar  rivers  are  the  two  principal  streams  in  Ing- 
ham county  ;  the  first  watering  only  a  small  portion  of  the  west- 
ern townships,  while  the  Cedar,  entering  on  the  east,  completely 
traverses  the  country. 

There  are,  beside  these,  numerous  snaall  streams,  varying  from 
a  few  links  to  sixty  links  in  width. 

Among  the  largest  of  these  are  the  Sycamore,  Willow,  Mud 
and  Deer  creeks,  and  the  east  branch  of  the  Cedar  river. 

It  will  be  noticed  by  reference  to  the  map,  that  all  the  streams 
have  a  bearing  to  the  north,  excepting  the  few  north  of  the  Cedar 
river. 

These  streams  furnish  the  country  with  a  tolerable  supply  of 
hydraulic  power. 

Marl. 

An  extensive  deposite  of  shell  marl  was  noticed  on  section 
fifteen,  township  one  north,  range  one  west ;  occurring  near  the 
source  of  a  small  stream.  It  is  chiefly  in  the  state  of  a  compact 
and  beautifully  white  powder,  containing  an  abundance  of  recent 
shells.  The  stream  before  noticed  passes  through  an  extensive 
marsh,  mucti  of  which  is  underlayed  by  the  marl,  covered  with 
peat  and  vegetable  muck,  of  from  two  to  six  or  eight  feet  thick- 
ness. 

Marl  also  occurs  in  a  basin  shaped  hollow,  on  section  thirty* 
three,  in  the  town  of  Leslie. 
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I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Woodworth,  that  an  extensive  bed  of 
marl  occurs  on  section  thirty-five,  township  two  north,  range  one 
west. 

Calcareous  tufa  was  noticed  at  several  places  in  the  counties, 
but  not  in  sufficient  quantity  to  be  of  any  practical  value. 

Bog  Iron. 

Several  deposites  of  bog  iron  were  noticed  in  Ingham  county, 
which,  however,  are  of  not  sufficient  extent  to  be  of  any  practi- 
cal value.  These  were  in  most  cases  noticed  along  the  streams, 
outlets  of  marshes,  and  in  connection  with  chalybeate  springs. 

The  most  extensive  deposite  observed  in  Ingham  county,  was 
on  section  eighteen,  township  three  north,  range  two  east,  in  the 
bank  of  a  small  stream.  It  consists  of  coarse  and  fine  grains, 
forming  masses  in  the  soil,  which  is  of  a  sandy  loam. 

A  deposite  of  an  argillaceous  ochre,  was  noticed  on  section 
twenty- two,  in  the  town  of  Leslie,  covering  an  area  of  four 
square  rods,  and  from  a  few  inches  to  three  feet  thick.  It  is  very 
unctuous,  containing  but  a  small  proportion  of  sand  and  gravel. 
Mr.  Wood  worth  informed  me  that  he  had  made  use  of  it  as  paint, 
and  found  it  to  answer  a  good  purpose. 

On  section  eleven,  in  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  was  noticed  a 
deposite  several  rods  in  extent,  and  from  a  few  inches  to  one  foot 
in  thickness,  varying  from  a  deep  to  a  light  red  color,  unctuous, 
and  containing  sand  and  gravel  in  small  quantity. 

Another  deposite  was  noticed  at  the  outlet  of  a  marsh,  in  the 
southwest  comer  of  Onondaga. 

Crag. 

On  section  three,  township  four  norths  range  three  west,  in  the 
bank  of  Grand  river,  sand,  cemented  with  calcareous  matter, 
occurs,  and  has  been  mistaken  by  the  inhabitants  for  a  ledge  of 
sandstone.  It  has  an  elevation  of  fifteen  feet,  but  is  not  extensive. 
It  is  covered  with  a  light  colored  clay  soil.  The  sand  from  which 
the  crag  is  formed  is  considerably  exfensive,  and  will  a£»rd  a 
good  sand  for  mortar. 

Boulders. 

Primary  boulders  were  noticed  at  numerous  points  in  these 
counties,  particularly  along  the  streams,  where  they  occur  in 
great  numbers. 

Boulders  occur  more  frequently  upon  the  surface  of  the  plains 
than  on  the  timbered  lands.  They  are  not  unfrequently  seen  in 
great  numbers  upon  the  summits  of  the  most  elevated  hillocks  and 
ridges. 
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On  seotioD  tbirty-oDe«  towosbip  four  north,  range  two  east*  sev- 
eral small  angular  boulders  of  light  colored  linoestonet  containing 
fossils,  were  seen. 

Clay. 

Blue  and  variegated  clays,  inferior  in  quality,  arc  not  unfre- 
quently  met  with  in  Ingham  and  Eaton  counties.  A  variegated 
marly  clay»  of  fine  tenture,  was  observed  on  the  west  ^ide  ofPine 
lake,  and  will  afford  an  excellent  manure  for  the  light  neighboring 
soils. 

An  analyns  of  two  hundred  grains  of  this  clay  gave  the  follow- 
ing results : 

Carb.  lime,  66,00  grs. 

Alumine,  }20,00 

Silex,  14,00 


200,00 

This  bed  of  clay  has  been  found  to  be  twelve  feet  thick  at  a 
well  on  the  we&t  side  of  Pine  lake,  and  to  repose  on  fine  sand. 

Clay  was  again  noticed  on  section  thirteen,  township  four  north, 
range  two  west  and  two  east,  in  the  banks  of  the  Cedar  ri'^en 
This  clay  contains  only  a  small  portion  of  lime,  is  free  irom  gra- 
vel, and  will  afford  a  tolerable  material  for  brick. 

Blue  cluy,  containing  gravel  and  pebbles,  occurs  at  interval^ 
along  the  banks  of  Grand  and  Cedar  rivers. 

Clay  suitable  for  brick  was  observed  in  the  town  of  Leslie, 
near  the  village  of  Leslie.  In  the  town  of  Stockbridge,  on  section 
eleven,  clay  that  will  afford  a  good  material  for  brick  was  also 
noticed. 

Building  and  Flag  Stone. 

The  great  sand  rock  formation  embraces  the  onlv  rock  found 
in  place  in  Ingham  and  the  north  and  eitst  parts  of  Baton  coun» 
ties.  It  is  exposed  at  many  points  along  the  Gr^md  and  Cedar 
riven,  forming  in  soim  case^  perpendicular  cliffs.  It  is  also  seen 
at  a  distance  from  the  river,  in  the  beds  and  bariks  of  the  small 
streams.  At  many  points  in  the  county  the  rock  is  found  cover- 
ed by  only  a  slight  depth  of  soil,  and  it  may  reasonably  be  sup- 
posed ;hat  as  the  settlement  of  the  county  advances,  the  rock  will 
oe  found  to  approach  sufficiently  near  the  surface  for  quarrying, 
at  many  points  where  it  is  now  wholly  unperceived. 

Southwest  from  the  mouth  of  the  Cedar  river,  on  section  nine- 
teen, a  compact,  grey,  c^alcareous  sand&tone  occurs  in  the  bed  and 
bonU  of  Grand  river. 

An  analysis  of  this  sandstone  showed  it  to  be  composed  of 
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Siliceous  sand  with  mica»  60,00  grs. 

Calcareous  matter,  40,00 

100»00 

Embraced  in  this  micaceous  sandstone  is  a  compact,  white, 
quartzose  sandstone,  cemented  with  lime.  Both  these  varieties 
of  sandstone  will  afford  a  valaable  material  for  building.  The 
upper  portion  of  the  calcareous  sandstone  is  composed  of  thin  lay- 
ers, which  would  answers  valuable  purpose  as  a  flagging  stone. 

In  the  southwest  part  of  township  three  north,  range  two  west, 
a  sandstone  well  adapted  for  building  purposes  was  noticed  in  the 
bed  and  bank  of  Grand  river.  It  is  regularly  stratified,  the  layers 
being  from  two  inches  to  twelve  inches  in  thickness.  It  may  be 
quarried  in  blocks  of  several  feet  superficial  extent.  It  contains 
numerous  remains  of  extinct  plants.  This  rock  is  analogous  to 
the  calcareous  sandstone  near  the  mouth  of  Cedar  river. 

In  the  town  of  Onondaga,  Ingham  county,  on  section  seven, 
twenty-eight,  and  lwenty-nine,a  course,  quarlzose,micaceous  sand- 
stone was  examined,  some  portion  of  which  will  afl!brd  a  good 
building  material. 

On  section  thirty-six,  township  four  north,  range  two  east,  in 
the  bed  and  banks  of  the  Cedar  river,  a  white,  coarse  grained,  mi- 
caceous sandstone  occurs.  It  is  friable  when  first  taken  from  the 
quarry,  but  hardens  upon  exposure  to  the  atmosphere. 

This  outcropping  edge  of  sandstone  embraces  a  bed  of  bitumi- 
nous shale  and  coal. 

An  outcrop  of  the  sandstone  was  examined  in  the  bank  of  Deer 
creek,  near  the  surveyed  line  of  the  canal,  on  section  fourteen, 
township  three  noi  th,  range  one  cast,  Ingham  county.  This  sand- 
stone resembles,  in  appearance,  the  calcareous  sandstone  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cedar  river,  is  very  much  shattered,  and  some  of 
the  blocks  have  nearly  a  vertical  position. 

Sandstone  was  again  noticed  on  section  twenty-two,  town  of 
Leslie,  and  is  apparently  well  adapted  to  economical  uses.  It  re* 
tembles  in  texture  the  sandstone  at  Napoleon. 

Sandstone  of  a  friable  nature  was  noticed  on  sections  sixteen, 
twenty  and  twenty-one,  in  the  town  of  Vevay,  from  one  to  two, 
miles  south  of  Mason.  The  quality  of  the  stone  cannot  be  well 
known  until  excavations  are  made. 

Sandstone  also  occurs  on  Grand  river,  Grindstone  and  Coal 
creeks,  in  Eaton  county,  in  mural  walls  of  from  ten  to  forty  feet 
in  height,  and  extends  along  each  of  these  creeks  for  the  distance 
of  a  mile,  and  along  Grand  river  for  a  distance  of  from  one  and  a 
half  to  two  miles.  These  sandstones  embrace  a  succession  of 
coal,  fissile  shale  and  iron  ore.  They  also  contain  many  remains 
of  plants. 
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Some  portions  of  the  sandstone  will  afford  a  good  material  for 
building,  as  also  for  grindstones. 

On  section  twelve,  in  the  same  township,  forming  the  bed  of 
Grand  river^nd  occasioning  a  strong  rapid,  is  a  finegrained  sand- 
stone, cemented  with  lime>  and  characterized  by  the  appearance 
of  numerous  vegetable  impressions. 

A  good  material  for  building  and  grindstones,  and  embracing  a 
bed  of  bituminous  shale»  was  noticed  in  the  bed  and  banks  of  Grand 
river,  on  section  twelve,  town  one  north,  range  three  west,  Eaton 
county,  and  section  seven,  town  one  north,  range  two  west,  log- 
ham  county.  It  extends  north  along  the  vailey  of  the  Grand  river 
into  the  adjoining  township.  It  is  here  overlayed  by  a  thin  bed 
of  coarse  ted  sandstone  that  has  an  irregular  dip  of  about  four  in- 
ches  to  the  foot. 

Coal. 

The  whole  rock  formation  of  Ingham  and  Eaton  counties  may 
be  referred  to  the  coal  bearing  series,  and  several  beds  of  this  ma- 
terial, which  may  be  looked  upon  as  valuable,  have  been  exami« 
ned.  The  level  and  unbroken  character  of  the  country  which 
brings  the  rocks  but  rarely  to  the  surface,  losether  with  the  dis- 
integrating nature  of  the  rock,  (the  latter  serving  to  cover  those 
edges,  which  under  other  circumstances  would  be  exposed,)  ren- 
der it  difficult  to  follow  these  beds  in  a  continuous  manner,  but 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  they  exist  over  a  large  area  of 
the  counties. 

The  most  extensive  beds  of  coal  were  noticed  in  township  four 
north,  range  one  and  two  east,  in  Ingham  county,  and  ranges  three 
and  four  west,  in  Eaton  county. 

Coal  also  occurs  in  the  valley  of  Coal  and  Grindstone  creeks, 
and  on  section  three,  ten  and  eleven,  on  Coal  creek.  The  ooal  is 
here  comprised  in  four  beds,  having  a  thickness  of  four,  ten,  twelve 
and  twenty  inches,  and  neither  bed  exceeds  two  feet  at  any  one 
point 

It  was  examined  at  several  places  along  the  table  lands,  and  in 
the  bed  of  the  stream,  for  a  distance  oi  one  and  a  half  miles, 
wherE!  in  consequence  of  its  dip,  I  was  unable  to  trace  it  further. 

The  coal  is  embraced  in  a  succession  of  fissile  shales,  and  com- 
pact and  friable  sandstone,  varying  in  thickness,  from  five  to  forty 
feet.  I  was  enabled  to  remove  several  bushels  from  the  differ- 
ent localities,  that  proved  to  be  highly  bituminous,  and  of  very 
good  quality,  though  occasional  pieces  were  observed  slightly 
contaminated  with  iron  pyrites.  It  ignites  easily,  burns  with  a 
light  flame,  and  leaves  only  a  small  quantity  of  earthly  residuum. 

The  coal  on  Grindstone  creek  is  a  continuation  of  the  coal  on 
Coal  creek,  and  was  traced  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Grind* 
iftone  creek,  across  the  eastern  parts  of  section  three,  ten  and  elev- 
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en,  where  a  part  of  the  coal  had  but  a  thin  covering  of  soil,  ma- 
king a  distance  along  the  stream  of  one  and  a  half  or  two  miles. 
The  coal  here  consists  of  a  single  bed,  having  an  average  thick- 
ness of  e'ghteen  inches,  and  at  no  one  point,  exceeding  two  feet 
Other  beds  of  small  extent,  were  noticed  along  the  same  stream. 

In  the  north  bank  of  Grand  river,  in  township  before  mentioned, 
a  tbin  bed  of  coal  occurs,  having  an  average  thickness  of  three 
inches,  and  not  exceeding  six  inches  at  any  one  point  This  coal, 
which  is  also  embraced  in  a  succession  of  fissile  shale,  compact 
and  friable  sandstone,  varying  from  ten  to  thirty-five  feet  in  thick- 
ness, was  traced  across  section  two,  three,  ten,  eleven  and  twelve, 
where  in  consequence  of  its  being  covered  with  debrisi  I  was  un- 
able to  trace  it  farther. 

A  bed  of  bituminous  coal,  more  than  two  feet  thick,  of  a  supe- 
rior quality,  in  town  four  north,  range  two  east,  occurs  in  the 
bed  and  bank  of  Cedar  river,  Ingham  county.  It  was  traced  along 
the  stream,  for  nearly  half  a  mile,  where,  in  consequence  of  its  dip- 
ping below  the  stream,  I  was  unable  to  trace  it  further.  This  Coal 
is  overlayed  by  a  broken  down  sandstone  and  fissile  shale,  vary- 
ing in  thickness  from  five  to  ten  feet.  In  consequence  of  its  ap- 
pearance in  the  bed  of  the  stream*  and  the  friable  condition  of  the 
sandstone,  I  was  enabled  to  remove  saveral  bushels  of  coal,  which 
proved  to  be  bituminous  and  of  an  excellent  quality,  contain- 
mg  but  very  slight  traces  of  iron  pyrites.  It  is  compact,  has  a 
glossy  lustre  ignites  easily,  burns  with  a  light  flame,  and  leaves 
onlv  a  small  quantity  of  earthy  residue. 

I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Haden,  that  in  excavating  to  repair 
Mr.  Ingersol's  mill,  on  the  north  bank  of  Grand  river,  in  township 
four  north,  ran;^e  three  west,  coal  was  penetrated  upwards  of  a 
foot  The  coal  has  a  covering  of  coarse  sand  and  pebbles,  twelve 
feet  thick.  Some  of  the  coal  was  examined,  which  proved  not  in- 
ferior to  that  on  Grindstone  creek,  Eaton  county. 

I  may  here  be  allowed  to  express  my  obligations  to  many  gen- 
tlemen, for  the  information  which  they  have  rendered,  and  hospi- 
tality which  has  been  extended  to  me. 

COLUMBUS  C.  DOUGLASS, 
Amstant  Geologist 

Detroit  J  January  28,  1839. 
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(No.  6.) 
Report  of  Bela  Hubbard,  Assistant  Geologist, 

To  Douglas  Houghton^  State  Cfeologist : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  your  instructions,  entrusting  to  me  the 

feological  supervision  of  the  counties  of  Wayne  and  Monroe, 
completed,  late  in  the  season,  a  detailed  examination  of  those 
districts,  the  most  prominent  results  of  which  are  now  submitted. 
It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  as  the  annual  reports  are  de- 
signed to  embrace  only  subjects  of  immediate  utility,  considera- 
tions of  a  theoretical  nature  have  been  avoided. 

Collections  as  extensive  as  was  practicable,  and  which  illustrate 
the  subjects  treated  in  the  report,  are  deposited  in  the  cabinets  at- 
tached to  this  department. 

In  the  furtherance  of  your  plans,  much  attention  has  also  beea 
bestowed  towards  a  correction  of  the  minute  topography  of  the 
country ;  a  task  rendered  peculiarly  difficult  in  the  older  counties, 
on  account  of  the  imperfections  of  the  original  surveys.  It  is 
however  believed,  that  sufficient  accuracy  and  completeness  have 
been  attained  to  furnish  greatly  improved  maps  of  this  section  of 
our  state. 

WAYNE   COUNTY. 

Topograpkicai  Features. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  Wayne  county  is  included  within  that  por- 
tion of  the  peninsula,  constituting  its  eastern  border,  in  which  no 
considerable  prominences  occur,  and  the  descent  to  the  coast  is 
gradual  and  uniform.  In  this  county,  consequently,  if  we  except 
the  township  in  its  northwest  corner,  the  general  level  is  varied 
only  by  gentle  undulations  or  isolated  sand  ridges,  forming  no 
continuous  ranges,  and  seldom  exceeding  the  relative  height  of  20 
feet. 

The  greatest  elevation  of  coast  from  Milk  river  point  on  the  St. 
Clair,  down  to  the  Rouge,  is  about  20  feet ;  from  the  Rouge  to  the 
mouth  of  the  straits,  10  feet 

Along  the  whole  eastern  border  of  the  county  the  altitude  at- 
tained at  distance  of  six  miles  from  the  coast  varies  but  little  from 
33  to  36  feet.  At  a  single  point  only,  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  it 
attains  to  45  feet  above  the  river ;  the  general  level  of  the  table 
land  at  this  place  being  about  26  feet. 

A  portion  of  this  bell,  three  miles  in  width,  extending  through 
the  towns  of  Hamtramck,  Greenfield  and  Sprint]j wells,  falls  from 
the  general  level  and  is  proportionately  wet.  Below  the  Rouge 
this  belt  becomes  intersected  by  wet  prairies,  extending  over  the 
west  half  of  Ecorce  to  the  Huron  river. 

Throughout  that  portion  of  the  county  comprised  in  the  belt 
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above  mentioned,  the  streanns  flow  with  but  moderate  current, 
have  generally  deep  channels,  and  frequently  spread  into  broad 
marshes  near  their  embouchure,  and  even  in  high  stages  of  the 
water,  to  the  distance  of  several  miles  inland.  These  borders  of 
marsh  alluvion  are  frequently  many  acres  in  extent ;  as  at  Grand 
Marais  of  Lake  St.  Clair ;  on  the  Rouge,  Ecorce,  Brownstown 
and  Huron  rivers, 

Beyond  the  belt  above  described  the  land  rises  more  rapidly, 
attaining  at  the  western  line  of  the  county  to  about  140  feet  above 
the  straits.  The  streams  are  rapid  and  furnish  abundant  water 
power. 

Two-thirds  of  the  county  are  flat,  heavily  timbered  lands,  pro- 
ducing a  stout  growth  of  oak,  elm,  white  wood,  maple,  beech 
lynn  (bass,)  ash,  hickory,  butternut,  black  walnut,  <&c.  •  Chesnut 
is  found  on  sar>dy  ridges  in  the  towns  of  Dearborn  and  Van  Bu- 
ren.  The  remaining  third  is  undulating  oak  o()enings,  or  plains 
interspersed  with  wet,  grassy  prairies  ;  the  latter  obtaining  a  pro- 
portion of  about  one  fifth.  The  proportion  of  actual  swamp  is 
small,  and  probably  little  or  none  exists  that  may  not  be  reclaimed 
by  a  course  of  drainage  properly  conducted. 

Soiif  and  AffricuUural  Character, 

Clay  and  sand  loams  constitute  the  soils  of  the  timbered  land. 
These  occupy  nearly  equal  proportions  of  surface,  and  often  alter- 
nate within  short  distances.  The  former  derives  its  character  from 
a  bed  of  yellow  or  brown  friable  clay,  which  reposes  upon  the 
extensive  blue  clay  deposite  immediately  overlaying  the  limerock. 

Clay  is  reached  throughout  the  portions  characterized  by  sandy 
soil  at  a  depth  of  from  5  to  12  feet. 

The  upper  clay  has  an  average  thickness  of  five  feet.  The 
lower  clay  is  of  a  variegated  blue  color,  gravelly,  and  intersected 
by  layers  or  strata  of  quicksand  and  gravel.  This  clay  some- 
times approaches  the  surface,  as  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit.  Its 
average  thickness  must  exceed  one  hundred  feet 

These  soils  are  excellently  adapted  to  agriculture.  Silex  en- 
ters largely  into  their  composition.  Both  clays  generally  contain 
a  large  portion  of  lime,*  which  adds  to  their  fertility.  The  con- 
tained gravel  assists  to  conduct  away  the  surface  waters  and 
prepare  the  ground  for  tillage,  while  the  retentive  powers  of  the 

*Aii  analyiifl  of  100  grtiiw  of  tbe  clayt,  taken  at  random,  thewed— 

Upper  Brown  Lower  Blue 
C2air.  C%. 

8«Dd  and  ■ilicaooa  matter,  51,50  S7,50 

Almnine,  29,95  52,30 

Carb.  lime,  18,55  18,98 

Oxide  iron,  00  l^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S56  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

clay  render  it  little  liable  to  suffer  from  drought  Thufl^  while 
the  sand  loams  may  be  cultivated  to  wheat  and  other  grains,  the 
greater  portion  of  the  clay  lands  is  natural  meadow,  adapted  to 
grazing.  Its  value  for  this  fiUrpose  is  beginning  to  be  understood, 
and  it  is  probable  that  were  its  merits  fairly  tested  by  a  system 
of  dairy  fanning,  it  would  prove  productive  of  a  profit  to  the 
husbandman  second  to  none  in  the  state. 

The  sandy  oak  openings  and  plains  are  generally  productive. 
They  possess  the  advantage  of  being  easily  tilled,  and  are  well 
adapted  to  grain  and  root  crops.  Some  portions  produce  good 
wheat.     This  soil  contains  only  a  minute  proptTtion  of  lime. 

No  part  of  the  county  can  be  said  strictly  to  have  a  limestone 
soil  The  great  limerock  formation  approaches  the  surface  at 
several  points  in  Brownstown  and  Monguagon,  but  is  in  general 
too  dee|>ly  covered  by  the  clays  to  allow  it  to  characterize  a  large 
extent  of  soil. 

In  the  town  of  Plymouth  a  diiferent  character  of  country  pre- 
vails from  any  yet  described.  This  town  and  part  of  the  two 
adjoining,  may  be  considered  as  lying  without  the  border  portion 
of  the  peninsula,  in  which  I  have  described  Wayne  oounty  as 
included. 

This  township  presents  a  surface  more  rolling  and  broken  into 
frequent  ridges.  They  rise  often  from  60  to  80  feet  from  the 
plain,  with  a  steep  declivity,  and  having  no  apparent  uniform  di- 
rection. They  are  composed  of  gravel  associated  at  the  surface 
with  a  clay  loam.  For  the  production  of  wheat,  probably  this 
soil  is  not  excelled. 

The  boundary  between  the  land  of  this  character  and  the  more 
level  tract  which  constitutes  the  whole  remainder  of  the  county, 
is  strongly  marked  by  a  low  gravelly  ridge,  the  supposed  former 
shore  of  the  lake.  Its  course  is  southwest,  through  a  corner  of 
the  town  of  Livonia,  entering  Plymouth  between  sections  twelve 
and  thirteeut  passing  a  little  to  the  east  of  Plymouth  corners ; 
thence  through  section  thirty-three  into  town  of  Canton,  which  it 
leaves  on  section  thirty.  As  but  a  small  portion  of  this  ridge  is 
found  in  Wayne  county,  a  particular  description  is  deferred  to  a 
future  report. 

Boulders. 

No  part  of  the  county  can  be  denominated  stony.  Imbedded 
in  the  clays»  and  occasionally  found  grouped  upon  the  surface, 
are  water  worn  boulders  or  fragments  of  the  primary  rocks.  A 
species  of  reddish  granite  predominates,  occurring  frequently  of 
more  than  a  ton  weight.  Boulders  are  found  in  great  numbers 
in  the  town  of  Plymouth,  a  large  proportion  being  of  fossiliterous 
limerock.  Limestone  boulders  are  also  numerous  in  the  bed  of 
Huron  river,  sometimes  of  large  size.    Occasional  banks  of  cob* 
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Vie  stones  were  found  heaped  along  its  dides,  of  a  size  suitable  for 
paving. 

An  interesting  locality  of  boulder  rocks  was  met  with  at  Raw- 
son's  mills,  town  of  Van  Buren.  An  excavation  in  the  river  bank 
had  exposed  a  bed  of  limestone  and  clay-slate  rocks,  thickly  de- 
posited near  the  water's  edge,  to  the  depth  of  several  feet.  'The 
slates  were  often  of  two  to  three  feet  diameter,  of  dark  color, 
fissile,  and  containing  iron  pyrites. 

Marslies  or  Wet  Prairtes. 

Comprise  extensive  tracts ;  they  are  of  generally  similar  cba- 
racter»  being  low  portions  of  the  sandy  openings  that  have  been 
subjected  to  an  overflow  of  water  for  a  sufficient  period  to  allow 
a  deposition  of  muck  or  peat  from  vegetable  decomposition.  This 
peat  supports  a  growth  of  wild  grass,  destined  to  add  annually  to 
Its  accumulation.  Thus  what  were  ponds,  become  by  this  pro- 
cess extensive  beds  of  vegetable  soil,  varying  in  humidity  with 
the  seasons.  These  beds  nave  a  depth  of  from  one  to  six  feet, 
and  upwards. 

Indications  are  apparent  which  prove  that  very  many,  at  least, 
of  these  peat  marshes  had  their  origin  in  the  labors  of  the  beaver, 
aided  by  the  natural  conformation  of  the  surface.  They  occupv 
gently  rolling  tracts,  in  which  ridces  of  sandy  ^  openings"  and 
detached  prominences  or  islands  of  the  same  are  intersected  by 
long  bands  of  marsh.  Nearly  all  the  streams  of  the  border 
townships  head  in  these  tracts,  and  it  is  easy  to  conceive  how  the 
portions  now  converted  into  marsh  might  have  been  flooded  by 
the  obstruction  of  those  natural  channels. 

If  this  view  be  correct,  the  practicability  of  drainage  becomes 
at  once  established;  and  such  conclusion  is  verified  by  actual 
results. 

The  following  comprise  the  principal  marshes  of  the  county : 

About  fourteen  sections,  two-thirds  of  which  are  in  the  town 
of  Hamiramck  and  the  remaining  third  in  Oakland  county,  are 
of  the  character  above  described  ;  but  not  more  than  one*half 
this  extent  is  actual  prairie.  This  yields  an  abundant  growth  of 
wild  hay.  The  marsh  is  now  in  the  progress  of  sucoessfui  drain* 
age<  A  thickness  of  fibrous  peat  is  disclosed,  averaging  four 
feet,  succeeded  by  a  subsoil  oi^  gray  sand»  nearly  free  from  alu- 
minous and  vegetable  matter. 

Prairie  of  sinMlar  character  occurs  in  the  towns  of  Greenfield, 
Redford  and  Royal  Oak.  It  covers  eight  sections,  one-half  of 
which  is  in  Oakland  county.  Comparatively  a  small  portion 
consists  of  dry  openings,  and  one  half  bears  a  dense  growth  of 
small  tamarac.  Its  soil  varies  in  depth  from  three  to  six  feet, 
and  is  in  maay  places  so  charged  with  water  as  to  be  tremulous. 
It  produces  large  quantities  oi  cranberries. 
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Prairies  of  a  difierent  character  occur  in  the  lower  part  of  the 
county,  over  a  surface  of  forty-six  sections,  of  which  eighteen 
are  included  in  the  town  of  Ecorce,  eleven  in  Brownstowi;!,  seven 
in  Romulus,  and  ten  in  Huron. 

Branches  of  the  Ecorce  and  Brownstown  creeks  meander  this 
tract.  These,  flowing  with  Httle  descent  through  lines  of  level 
prairie,  are  ramified  in  every  direction,  and  form  a  net  work  or 
connected  chain  of  marshes  over  the  whole  surface.  The  dry 
portions  consist  of  sandy  plains,  frequently  but  little  elevated 
above  the  surrounding  marshes,  and  producing  a  scattered  growth 
of  yellow  and  white  oaks.  They  sometimes  assume  the  form  of 
ridges,  which  continue  unbroken  for  many  rods,  nnd  without  any 
uniform  direction.  The  marshy  portions,  which  generally  pre- 
dominate, have  a  soil  of  black  muck,  intermixed  with  sand 
washed  from  the  adjoining  plains,  averaging  two  to  three  feet  in 
depth.  This  is  covered  by  a  few  inches  of  light,  fibrous  peat 
Subsoil  is  sand.  In  a  few  instances  clay  was  found  approaching 
the  surface,  and  it  undoubtedly  underlies  at  no  great  depth. 

Wild  hay  is  cut  on  these  marshes  in  considerable  quantities. 

According  to  reports  of  the  Indians,  beavers  disappeared  from 
this  region  thirty  years  ago.  Their  numbers  previous  are  said 
to  have  been  incredible. 

Few  trials  have  been  made  in  drainage.  A  shallow  ditch,  or 
even  a  passage  cut  through  a  beaver  dam,  has  in  two  or  three 
instances  effected  great  improvement  I  observed  vegetables 
growing  upon  a  piece  thus  ditched,  and  it  is  said  that  wheat  sue* 
ceeds  well. 

This  tract  is  owned  mostly  by  **  non-residents.**  Several  unte- 
nanted houses  gave  evidence  that  a  few  families  who  had  com- 
menced a  settlement  have  deserted  to  more  favorite  spots. 
Ditching  had  not  been  attempted.  The  expense  of  this  kind  of 
improvement  is  comparatively  small,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  were 
less  than  half  the  ordinary  labor  in  **clea rings*'  bestowed  upon  a 
course  of  drainage,  these  lands,  instead  of  their  present  little  esti- 
mation, might  soon  be  accounted  amongst  the  most  fertile  in  the 
state.* 

In  the  southeast  quarter  of  range  eight  east,  town  of  Huron, 
marshes  occupy,  it  is  supposed,  two4hirds  of  the  surface.  They 
have  a  peat  soil,  averaging  two  feet,  but  occasionally  much  deep- 
er and  inclined  to  bog.  Cranberries  grow  abundantly.  Branches 
of  Swan  creek  meander  this  tract  in  such  manner  as  to  facilitate 
drainage ;  and  the  comparatively  dry  character  of  a  large  por- 
tion will  render  the  cost  of  ditching  moderate. 

^Ditches  may  usually  be  cut,  of  three  feet  wide  by  two  deep,  fur  from  two  to  four 
flliillings  per  rod  ;  perhaps  leu.  The  main  ditches  of  the  eztensive  marshes  in  Ham- 
tramck,  owaed  by  Judge  Conant  and  others,  are  aiziSeet  by  fimr,  and  coat  one  dollar 
per  rod. 
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Smaller  marshes  occur  in  the  county,  though  not  frequent,  and 
of  little  general  account. 

Encroachments  of  the  River  and  Lakes. 

Extensive  damage  has  been  occasioned  by  the  unusual  height 
of  the  lake  waters  during  several  past  seasons.  From  the  St. 
Clair  to  Huron  river,  the  coast,  which  is  mostly  gravelly  blue 
clay,  with  allernations  of  sand,  has  been  abraded  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, since  1835,  as  to  remove  the  entire  line  of  coast,  where 
unprotected,  several  yards  to  the  westward.  Along  the  coast  of 
Hamtramck,  above  Detroit,  scarcely  a  vestige  of  the  old  river 
road  remains.  Near  Milk  river  point  the  waters  are  said  to  have 
advanced  inland  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  within  the  past  two 
years.  Below  Detroit  the  depredations  upon  the  coast  have  been 
less  severe,  but  sufficiently  so  to  render  a  portion  of  the  road  be- 
low the  Ecorce  unserviceable  and  deprive  the  already  narrow 
turnpike  above  of  several  yards  of  its  width.  Along  the  Gibral- 
tar front,  at  the  mouth  of  the  straits,  where  the  bank  is  from  six 
to  ten  feet  in  height,  the  waters  have  advanced  ten  feet  inland. 

This  abrasion  of  the  coast  has  be'.»n  in  progress  not  only  for  the 
past  two  or  three  seasons,  but  to  some  extent  through  the  fluctu- 
ations of  level  in  the  lakes  during  a  much  greater  term  of  years. 
While  the  configuration  of  the  straits  preserves  the  Canada  shore 
in  a  great  degree  from  erosion  by  the  current,  its  whole  force  is 
felt  upon  the  western  coast ;  a  much  greater  abrasion  being  pre- 
vented only  by  the  low  and  shelving  character  of  a  large 
portion. 

From  the  same  cause  the  marshes  bordering  the  shores  have 
been  greatly  extended.  Many  acres  of  former  arable  land,  both 
in  Wayne  and  Monroe,  are  now  embraced  by  the  waters.  Num- 
bers of  orchards,  the  growth  of  a  century,  have  become  a  prey 
to  the  flood,  and  families  of  the  old  French  inhabitants  are  driven 
from  homes  till  now  occupied  from  childhood.  The  United  States 
road  from  Detroit  to  Monroe  has  been  rendered  impassable  at  no 
less  than  three  points,  and  the  travel  forced  into  other  and  circui* 
tous  routes. 

Leaving  to  an  abler  pen  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  this 
unprecedented  rise,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  notice,  briefly,  such 
remedies  as  have  been  tried,  or  may  be  proposed  to  check  the 
devastations  occasioned  by  it.  Should  those  causes  continue  to 
operate  in  maintaining  the  present  elevation  of  the  waters,  the  sub- 
ject  will  become  of  vast  importance  to  the  interests  of  this  portion 
of  our  slate.  Every  foot  of  coast  now  suflered  to  waste  away, 
involves  a  loss  much  exceeding  that  already  sustained.  The  in- 
convenience now  felt  from  the  diminished  breadth  of  the  river 
road  below  Detroit,  calls  for  one  of  two  remedies ;  either  the  road 
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side  must  be  protected  by  a  dock  along  nearly  its  whole  extent, 
or  a  new  and  broader  road  must  be  opened  in  the  rear  and  be- 
yond sucli  a  probable  future  contingency.  The  former  method, 
owing  to  its  expense,  will,  it  is  presumed,  never  be  resorted  to  by 
public  authority,  nor  by  individuals  to  much  extent. 

Although  the  erection  of  docks  is  undoubtedly  the  only  perma- 
nent protection,  more  simple  remedies  may  to  some  extent  prove 
of  avail.  Quantities  of  brush,  strewed  thickly  along  the  exposed 
bank,  afford  a  considerable  protection  against  the  direct  (brce  of 
the  waves,  and  also  aid,  by  the  retention  of  the  sand  and  gravel 
brought  up,  to  form  a  beach  along  its  foot.  A  heavy  log  or 
fallen  tree,  placed  at  right  angles  to  the  shore,  serves  to  accu- 
mulate a  beach,  and  thus  often  affords  protection. 

These  remedies  are  not  invariably  successful;  but  they  are 
easily  attainable,  involve  but  soiall  expense^  and  will  be  properly 
estimated  if  they  tend  to  preserve  even  a  small  portion  of  the 
wealth  of  the  landholder  from  the  devouring  wave* 

Clay, 

Clay  suitable  for  bricks  and  pottery,  is  found  at  numerous  pla- 
ces  in  the  county,  though  the  value  of  much  of  it  is  deterioated 
by  the  presence  of  lime.  The  manufacture  of  bricks  is  conducted 
at  several  points. 

At  Springwelis  a  brick  yard  has  been  established  for  several 
years.  The  clay  used  is  irom  the  blue  clay  deposit?,  and  is  to« 
lerably  free  from  grit.  The  sand  is  taken  from  a  cap  or  hill  lyin^ 
above  the  clay  with  strata  of  gravel  interposed.  The  bricks'find 
a  market  at  Detroit.  About  five  hundred  thousand  are  manufac- 
tured anmially,  worth  five  dollars  per  thousand. 

A  superior  clay  for  brick  is  found  in  the  banks  of  the  valley  of 
ihc  Rouge,  and  several  kilos  are  established  in  the  towns  of 
Springwelis  and  Ecorce.  At  a  yard  belonging  to  Mr.  Abial 
Wood,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river,  (farm  No.  661,)  the  clay 
employed  is  of  a  light  blue  color,  free  from  ffrit  It  improves 
with  the  excavation.  At  a  depth  of  six  feet,  1  observed  it  of  a 
lighter  color,  sometimes  veined  with  white.  About  three  bundled 
thousand  bricks  were  manufactued  this  season. 

At  a  yard  of  Mr.  Wood,  on  the  opposite  side,  about  the  same 
number  have  been  made.  This  yard  has  been  established  three 
years.  The  blue  clay  is  used,  and  is  said  not  to  improve  with 
the  depth.  The  overlaying  yellow  clay  is  considered  inferior. 
A  cap  of  sand  overlies  of  two  to  four  feet 

Two  adjoining  brick  yards  have  manufactured  about  the  same 
number  each ;  an  amount  this  season  less  than  usual,  on  account 
of  the  prevailing  sickness. 

A  fine  blue  clay  appears  near  the  river  baak  at  Fiat  Rockt 
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from  wfaich  brick  is  made.    Its  quality  k  said  to  be  impaired  by 
lime.    About  fivet  hundred  thousand  have  been  burned. 

At  Morris',  three  miles  above  Mt.  Pleasant,  a  l)rick  yard  is 
commenced,  clay  is  said  to  be  of  grnxl  qual'ty.  The  yard  is  on 
the  summit  land  adjoininsj^  tlio  river,  at  a  height  of  fifty  ftet 

Two  yards  nrc  established  on  the  middle  branch  of  the  Kouge, 
in  the  town  of  Nankin.  At  Wilkinson's,  near  Schwarzburg,  clay 
appears  in  a  stratum  runnir^  along  the  bank,  and  is  here  two  and 
a  half  feet  thick.  Portions  contain  too  much  lime  to  be  used 
with  advantage.  Good  bricks  are  manufactured  of  the  clay  taken 
from  the  river  bottoms,  at  Swift's»  sectioii  eleven. 

A  bod  of  clay  occurs  in  town  of  Plymouth,  section  four,  from 
which  bricks  and  earthern  ware  are  manufactured.  It  consists 
of  strata  of  the  blue  and  yellow  varieties,  underlying  probably 
eight  acres,  with  an  average  thickness  of  four  feet.  A  cap  of 
sand,  of  two  feet  thickness,  overlyinor,  is  used  in  the  manufacture. 
Sand  and  gravel  underlie  the  bed  of  clay,  which  are  unfit  for  use 
from  the  lime  contained.  The  bricks  are  of  good  quality  ;  one 
hundred  thousand  were  made  this  season,  worth  five  dollars  per 
thousand.  The  pottery  ware  receives  a  good  glaze,  and  is  dura* 
ble. 

A  bed  of  clay  exists  west  of  Plymouth  corners,  section  twenty 
seven.  It  is  supposed  to  cover  eighty  acres.  Considerable  lime 
is  contained ;  five  hundred  thousand  bricks  are  made  from  it 
each  season. 

A  bed  of  fine  blue  clay  exists  on  section  eleven*  The  above 
were  the  only  deposites  observed  in  this  township.     i 

Blue  clay  appears  at  the  surface  in  the  town  of  Canton,  whidi 
is  free  from  lime. 

In  the  town  of  Huron  a  fine  blue  clay  underlies  the  low  lands 
bordering  Swan  creek,  at  small  depths  and  frequently  comes  to 
the  surface. 

The  blue  and  yellow  clays  make  their  appearance  at  every 
bluff  along  the  Huron.  They  are  in  general  very  nuirly,  and 
seMom  f-ee  from  grit.  A  kiln  was  erected  in  a  raviiie  of  Woods' 
creek,  section  thirty-six.  Van  Buren,  but  the  clay  proved  so  cal- 
careous that  the  works  were  abandoned. 

Limerock. 

The  great  limerock  formation,  upon  which  the  clay  deposites 
of  the  county  rest,  makes  an  outcrop,  or  appearance  at  the  sur- 
face, through  the  townships  of  Monguagon  and  Brownstown.  It 
terms  the  bed  of  the  strait  near  its  mouth,  as  well  as  a  founda- 
tion to  the  islands. 

The  most  easterly  point  at  whidi  the  rock  appears  above  the 
level  of  the  water,  is  at  Stony  island.    This  is  wholly  constituted 
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of  the  rock,  covered  by  only  a  few  inches  of  soil.     Limerock 

was  formerly  quarried  upon  this  island,  as  is  testified  by  nume- 
rous pits,  but  the  fractured  surface  stone  only  appears  to  have 
been  removed*  These  fragmentary  blocks  seldom  excec  1  a  fodt 
diameter,  are  of  a  white  color,  compact,  and  afford  good  h'me. 
The  island  is  but  little  above  high  water  level,  and  the  pits  are 
DOW  flooded. 

Quarries  have  been  opened  at  the  lower  end  of  Grosse  Isle. 
The  rock  makes  its  appearance  in  a  slightly  elevated  ridge,  at 
some  distance  from  the  shore.  Trenches  are  opened  for  quarry- 
ing in  no  place  more  than  5  feet  deep.  The  upper  layers  are  of 
a  few  inches  thickness,  removable  in  ii regular  pieces  of  a  size 
suitable  for  rough  building.  One  of  the  trenches  exposes  a  stra- 
tum of  three  feet  thickness,  for  the  distance  of  three  hundred  feet 
This  stratum  is  compact  and  may  be  broken  out  in  nearly  square 
masses. 

Sulphate  of  strontian,  in  large  chrystnis,  is  abundant  in  the  up- 
per layers.     No  fossils  were  discovered. 

In  section  seven,  oi  M onguagon,  is  a  protrusion  of  the  rock  in 
a  ridge,  occupying  a  surface  of  a  dozen  acres.  Quarries  have 
been  extensively  worked,  chiefly  for  lime.  The  rock  is  in  strata 
of  from  six  to  ten  inches  thickness,  of  gray  color,  chrystalline,  and 
eminently  fossiliferous.  The  quarries  have  extended  to  the  depth 
of  six  feet.  The  color  of  the  stone  deepens  into  blue,  and  its  hard- 
ness increases  with  the  depth.  Calcareous  spar  is  contained  in 
chrystals,  lining  smaWgeodes  and  Assures.  Thin  layers  of  indu- 
rated bitumhious  matter,  approadhing  coal,  are  contained  between 
some  of  the  strata.  The  largest  masses  of  stone  observed  to  be 
quarried  in  good  condition,  were  two  feel  in  length  by  about  eigh- 
teen inches  wide.  Whether  larger  slabs  mii^ht  not  be  nbtained 
by  proper  care,  I  was  unable  to  learn.  It  is  fully  equal  in  beau- 
ty to  the  much  admired  building  material  brought  from  Ohio,  but 
its  superior  hardness  renders  the  dressing  and  polish  much  more 
expensive. 

From  nine  thousand  to  twelve  thousand  bushels  of  lime  are 
manufactured  annually  at  this  quarry. 

Limerock  makes  its  appearance  in  Brownstown  creek,  one  and 
a  half  miles  west  from  Gibraltar,  and  has  been  used  to  a  very  limi- 
ted extent  for  domestic  purposes. 

Rock  is  said  to  appear  at  the  water's  edge  on  the  lower  end  of 
Celeron  island. 

Limerock  forms  the  rapids  in  the  Huron  at  Flat  Rock.  It  ap» 
pears  in  a  smooth,  almost  unbroken  bed,  for  the  distance  of  forty 
rods,  forming  a  foundation  to  the  dam  above,  and  disappearing  in 
deep  water  below  the  mills.  The  rock  is  of  dark  gray  color,  oc- 
casionally porus.    A  specimen  contained  hornstone* 

Rock  was  also  occasionally  found  forming  the  bed  of  the  chan- 
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nel  ftom  Flat  Rock  till  within  two  miles  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  add  large 
tabular  nnasses,  but  little  worn,  appeared  even  farther  up,  proving 
the  existence  of  rock  in  place  at  no  great  distance. 

A  very  slight  general  dip  in  the  limerock  of  this  county,  north* 
westerly,  is  observable. 

Marl. 

The  only  depositcs  of  shell  marl  known  to  exist  in  this  county 
in  sufficient  quantity  for  economical  purposes,  are  in  the  town  of 
Plymouth.     The  following  deserve  notice  : 

On  section  22  (at  Deacon  Purdy's,)  is  a  small  deposite  which 
occupies  two-thirds  of  an  acre.  As  other  beds  occur  in  the  town- 
ship of  similar  origin,  it  may  be  advisable  to  notice  the  circum* 
stances  of  its  formation.  Upon  a  gentle  slope  a  protruperant  bog 
has  f^med,  which  is  wet  and  slightly  tremulous.     It  consists  of 

E^at,  or  vegetable  matter,  having  a  depth  of  about  three  feet 
elow  this  18  found  the  marl,  which  has  here  a  thickness  of  from 
one  to  three  feet.  It  is  a  plastic  substance  of  a  milky  gray  color, 
perforated  by  roots,  and  may  be  cut  out  in  masses  like  clay.  The 
presence  of  lime  is  indicated  at  the  surface  by  a  calcereous  depo- 
site upon  moss. 

Beds  thus  formed  originate  chiefly  in  deposition  from  water  of 
springs  highly  charged  with  lime  ;  circumstances  under  which 
tufa^  or  indurated  deposites  of  lime,  usually  occur.  Lime  is  fa- 
vorable to  the  formation  of  shells,  which  are  generally  associated 
in  abundance,  but  do  not  constitute  the  bed  as  when  it  occupies 
the  former  bottom  of  a  lake.  Several  species  of  the  genus  Helix 
(snails)  are  most  numerous,  with  Lymnea,  Planorbis,  &c. 

As  the  producing  causes  are  still  in  operation,  marl  existing 
under  these  circunristances  may  be  supposed  still  in  progress  of 
formation. 

Eight  hundred  bushels  of  time  have  been  manufactured  at  this 
bed.     Much  of  it  beautifully  white  and  of  good  quality. 

The  marl  furnishing  this  number  of  bushels  was  taken  from  an 
area  of  three  square  rods.  Should  the  deposite  cover  but  half  an 
acre,  with  the  depth  of  a  foot,  (a  low  estimate,)  the  amount  of 
lime  it  is  capable  of  furnishing  would  be  twenty-one  thousand 
ihrde  hundred  and  thirty-three  bushels.  Five  hundred  busisels  of 
the  lime  cost  in  the  digging  and  manufacture  fifty-seven  days' 
labor.  Reckoning  these  as  so  many  dollars*  and  the  lime  at  two 
shillings  per  bushel,  (average  price,)  there  will  appear  a  profit  of 
more  than  one  half  the  price  brought  by  the  article. 

On  farm  ot  Caleb  Berrington,  Esq.  sections  five  and  eight,  a 
very  extensive  deposite  was  exposed  in  digging  a  drain  to  remove 
the  water  from  a  tamarac  swamp.  At  several  places  a  pole  was 
thrust  into  the  bed,  without  passing  through,  to  the  depth  of  six 
tset.    From  the  indications  apparent,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the 
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eoUre  area  of  the  swamp  (thirty  acres)  is  underkiyed  by  the  marL 
it  is  compact,  heavy  and  plastic.  This  marl  is  well  adapted  to 
the  manufacture  of  lime,  but  has  not  yet  been  applied  to  that  pur-* 
pose. 

On  land  of  Sylvanus  Taft,  section  four,  is  a  bed  of  an  acre  of 
more  in  extent,  with  an  average  thickness  of  two  feet.^  It  is  com« 
pact  and  of  good  quality.  No  lime  has  been  manufactured,  but 
much  of  it  used  in  its  natural  state,  by  the  neighboi's,  for  plaster- 
ing and  whitewashing,  is  said  to  have  fully  answered  the  parpo^ 
ses  of  kiln-burnt  lime. 

Numerous  other  indications  of  marl  occur  through  the  town- 
ship. A  bed  is  said  to  exist  on  section  twenty  seven.  Also  on 
farms  of  Mr.  Holmes  and  others,  probably  to  a  small  extent. 

A  small  bed  was  found  on  land  of  Wm.  Yerkus,  section  twow 

Upon  the  surface  of  a  knoll  at  Waterford,  a  considerable  quanti* 
ty  of  a  dry  pulverized  marl  was  observed. 

On  the  farm  d*  Pitz  Taft,  on  the.  base  line,  within  the  boundary 
of  Oakland  county,  is  a  deposite  which  may  be  noticed  in  thk 
connection.  It  covers  two  acres,  with  an  average  depth  of  six 
feet.  It  is  a  tufaceous  shell  marl,  in  coarse  particles,  with  a  stra- 
tum of  tufa  underlying,  and  occurs  under  circumstances  similar 
to  those  of  the  deposite  on  section  twenty-two^  first  noticed. 

Ten  square  rods  have  been  excavated,  out  of  which  were  ma- 
Dufactured  3,000  bushels  of  lime  of  good  quality.  It  sells  at  three 
shillings  per  bushel. 

Assuming  the  above  proportion,  the  quantity  of  marl  may  be 
estimated  at  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  cubic  feet 
The  amount  of  lime  which  the  bed  is  capable  of  furnishing  at 
oinety-six  thousand  bushels. 

Marl,  in  small  quantity,  has  also  been  found  in  town  of  CantoD^ 
section  nine. 

No  experiments  have  been  made  in  the  employment  of  marl  as 
a  manure,  in  this  county,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am  informed,  elsewhere 
in  the  state.  This  is  somewhat  a  matter  of  surprise,  since  trials 
of  plaster  (gypsum)  and  quick  lime  are  acknowledged  to  have  pro* 
duoed  extraordinary  results.  It  is,  however,  scarcely  known  to 
our  farmers  that  marl,  or  bog  lime^  may  be  used  with  equal  profit 
while  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  obtained  at  a  much  cheaper 
rate.  It  deserves  to  be  made  the  subject  of  immediate  and  ample 
experiment,  particularly  upon  sandy  soils  and  those  which  are 
found  to  contain  but  small  proportion  of  that  essential  ingredient* 
lime.  This  is  often  the  case  with  the  lands  in  the  imm^iate  vi- 
cinity of  tlie  marl  beds. 

Peat. 

Peat,  or  vegetable  alluvion,  is  found  in  considerable  bodies  ia 
town  of  Plymouth,  overlying  the  marly  and  in  the  nmrshes  or  wet 
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pratriM  of  Greenfield,  Hamtramck,  Ecarce,  Brownstown  and  Hu- 
ron. These  latter  deposites  have  been  already  noticed  under  the 
bead  of  Marshes. 

The  greater  proportion  of  peat  found  in  th's  county  belongs  to 
ihe  variety  caWed  fhrauSf  being  a  mere  mass  of  spongy  fibres  of 
grass  roots,  partially  decomposed  and  elastic  to  the  tread.  A 
small  proportion  is  of  the  sphfignoas  or  peat  moss  variety-  Com- 
paratively little  is  compactj  or  in  a  state  which  would  render  it  of 
much  value  for  fuel. 

A  bed  in  the  tamarac  swamp  on  sections  five  and  eight,  Ply- 
mouth, to  the  depth  of  five  feet«  was  found  to  consist  chiefly  of  the 
kind  denominated  ligneous.  It  disclosed  a  half  decomposed  mass 
of  tamarac  logs,  with  moss,  roots,  &c.  At  depth  of  several  feet, 
I  found  entire  stumps,  trunks  and  limbs  of  a  former  growth  of 
timber,  retaining  their  form,  but  so  soft  as  to  yield  readily  to  the 
spade. 

The  body  of  fibrous  peat  which  composes  the  marshes  in  Ham* 
tramek)  includes  about  1,900  acresy  with  an  average  depth  of  four 

lO0i« 

The  adjoining  marsh,  in  Greenfield  and  Royal  Oak,  comprises 
about  3,000  acres  of  this  deposite,  with  the  same  average  depth. 
Probably  a  portion  of  this  peat  is  of  ligneous  origin. 

From  3,000  to  4,000  acres  of  fibrous  peat,  with  average  depth 
of  two  feet,  are  contained  in  the  marshes  of  West  Huron. 

Of  the  other  smaller  deposites  of  peat  noticed  under  marshes,  no 
estinoate  could  be  made. 

None  of  these  beds  of  peat  have  yet  been  esteemed  of  impor* 
tanee  as  an  articte  either  of  fuel  or  manure.  The  wants  of  our 
population  do  not  demand  any  present  consideration  of  its  value 
for  the  former  purpose.  But  in  the  latter  capacity,  it  will  be 
found  serviceable  and  cheap,  and  it  is  desirable  that  Fair  trials  of 
it  be  made.  It  may  not  prove  sufficiently  decomposed  for  the 
puriiose  until  mixed  in  the  compost  heaps  and  consolidated  by  the 
application  of  quick  lime.  This  disposition  of  it  might  be  made 
with  peculiar  facility  where  it  occurs  as  ra  Plymoutii,  imposed  up 
on  beds  of  marl. 

Bog  Iron. 
Deposites  of  bog  ore  occur  in  limited  quantities  at  numerous 
places ;  their  origin  being  apparent  in  the  presence  of  highly  fer- 

X[>us  soils, 
the  township  of  Greenfield,  deposites  of  ore  occupy  a  consi-* 
derable  extent,  chiefly  on  sections  tour  and  nine,  where  I  traced 
it  at  intervals  over  an  area  of  one  half  a  square  mile.  It  follows 
mainly  the  course  of  two  brooks  discharging  into  a  larg^e  tama- 
rac marsh,  on  section  ten,  and  embraces  the  intervening  ash 
swales.    It  is  distributed  over  this  area  in  beds  of  a  few  yards 
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wide  and  irregular  patches*  The  deposite  consists  of  an  exceed* 
ingly  compact  bed  of  a  foot  thickness,  which  is  broken  out  in  largo 
masses,  and  it  is  mostly  of  inferior  quality,  being  what  is  techni-* 
cally  known  as  an  old  ore.  This  is  succeeded  by  from  two  to 
six  inches  of  the  variety  called  shot  ore,  which  is  apparently  rich. 
The  covering  of  soil  is  from  a  few  inches  to  two  feet  in  thickness. 
This  is  by  far  the  largest  deposite  in  the  county.  Time  would 
not  permit  a  very  accurate  analysis  of  the  ores  of  this  county^ 
but  a  more  detailed  account  of  iheir  composition  may  be  expect* 
ed,  at  a  future  period,  in  treating  of  the  other  ores  of  the  state. 
One  hundred  grains,  however,  subjected  to  a  rough  analysis, 
gave 

Siliceous  and  aluminous  matter,  26,50 

Per*oxid  of  iron,  73,50 


100,00 

In  township  of  Livonia,  section  twenty-eight,  bog  iron  occurs  in 
a  low,  wet  swale,  which  serves  as  the  outlet  to  a  series  of  small 
marshes.  The  bed  follows  the  lowest  portion  of  the  swale  for 
about  half  a  mile,  with  a  width  varying  from  two  to  four  rods, 
and  a  thickness  of  six  to  ei^rhteen  inches.  It  consists  nwiinlyof  a 
bright  colored  shot  ore.  Peaty  muck  overlies,  of  two  feet  ave- 
rage depth. 

Estimating  the  average  thickness  of  the  deposite  at  one  foot, 
and  its  width  three  rods,  will  show  a  proximate  result  of  130,000 
square  feet  of  the  ore.  From  the  position  of  the  low  grounds  foU 
lowing  the  course  of  the  outlet,  it  is  noi  improbable  that  other 
deposites  of  this  riuneral  may  be  found  below.  Tne  ore  is  a  very 
rich  one,  and  is  well  deserving  a  more  extended  investigation  by 
the  proprietor. 

In  township  of  west  Huron,  section  twenty,  is  a  small  deposite 
occupying  an  area  of  thirty  rods  long,  by  one  wide,  ft  forms  a 
compact  body  six  to  ten  inches  in  thickness,  mostly  "dead  ore.** 

On  section  twenty-one,  a  narrow  deposite  of  bog  ore  occupies 
the  bed  of  a  small  run  connecting  marshes.  It  is  similar  to  the 
above,  and  of  small  extent. 

Other  indications  of  ore  occur  in  this  township ;  probably  of  but 
little  accounr.  / 

Much  of  the  soil  of  the  township  of  Plymouth  is  found  charged 
with  iron. 

Strong  indications  also  exist  in  the  towns  of  Canton  and  Nan- 
kin, among  the  wet  prairies  of  Ecorce  and  along  the  bottoms  of 
the  Huron,  in  the  township  of  Van  Buren. 

Chalybeate  Springt, 
occur  in  several  of  the  above  townships. 
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Oiie  in  Canton,  section  five,  has  formed  a  considerable  mound 
by  deposite  of  calcareous  matter  from  the  water. 

A  spring  much  impregnated  with  iron,  issues  from  the  river 
bank,  near  Rawson's  mills,  town  of  Van  Buren. 

Sulphur  Springs^ 
of  considerable  strength,  occur,  but  are  not  numerous. 

A  very  large  one  rises  in  the  bottom  of  the  Huron,  in  the  Wy- 
andot reserve.  It  occupies  a  hollow  of  an  oblong  shape,  three 
hundred  feet  by  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  water  deposites  thin 
films  of  sulphur. 

In  town  of  Ecorce,  section  twenty-two>  is  a  spring  very  strong- 
ly impregnated.  It  occupies  a  basin  of  one  hundred  feet  diame- 
ter. This  spring,  with  the  one  above  mentioned,  probably  ex- 
ceeds in  strength  any  others  in  the  state.  They  aie  favorite  re- 
sorts for  domestic  cattle,  ns  well  as  for  deer  and  pigeons. 

On  section  twenty,  town  of  Dearborn,  several  sulphur  springs 
issue  copiously  from  the  bank  of  the  Rouge.  Their  waters  also 
contain  iron,  which  imparts  an  inky  color  Uj  surrounding  surfaces, 
by  combination  with  the  characteristic  acid  of  their  vegetable 
portions. 

A  spring  of  considerable  strength  issues  from  the  bank  of  the 
Huron  a  mile  below  Flat  Rock. 

On  section  twenty-nine,  Brownstown,  a  spring,  strongly  im* 
pregnatedt  rises  in  the  edge  of  a  tamarac  marsh,  forming  a  large 
basin.  The  stream  issuing  is  sufficiently  large  to  oversptead  a 
considerable  tract.     Lidicittions  of  salt  and  lime  were  present* 

Strong  sulphur  springs  abound  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 
marshes  around  Gibraltar.  Their  vicinity  is  strongly  colored  by 
a  milk  white  precipitate. 

The  source  of  these  springs  is  noticed  under  the  geology  of 
Monroe  county. 

Brine  Springs. 

Springs  of  brackish  water  are  found  occasionally  through  the 
northern  and  western  townships;  but  their  position  in  regard  to 
the  true  saline  district  of  the  state,  would  probably  not  warrant 
tlie  expectation  of  profit  resulting  from  them  in  the  manufacture 
of  salt. 

Several  "licks,"  were  visited  in  the  towns  of  Springwells,  Red- 
ford,  Canton  and  Nankin ;  but  they  contain,  mostly,  the  salts  of 
lime. 

A  spring,  impregnated  with  saline  matter,  rises  on  the  bank  of 
the  Rouge,  in  town  of  Redford,  section  twenty-seven.  The  dis- 
charge from  it  is  about  sixty  gallons  per  hour. 

In  an  early  state  of  the  country,  salt  was  manufactured  here 
by  the  Indian  and  French  settlers.    A  hollow  gum  was  sunk^ 
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which  has  long  sincQ  rotted  away.  Furnaoes  were  coDStructed 
of  brick.  An  attempt  was  made  a  few  years  ago,  at  considerable 
expense,  to  levive  the  manufacture.  The  result  was  the  manu- 
facture of  a  small  amount»  half  a  bushel  of  which  was  so^d  in  I>e'- 
troit  as  table  salt.  Sickness  occasioned  discontinuance  of  opera- 
tions, which  the  diminished  price  of  salt  has  since  rendered  un- 
profitable. 

In  town  of  Nankin,  section  eleven,springs  occur,  at  one  of  which 
a  well  is  now  linking  preparatory  to  an  attempt  at  salt  manufac- 
ture. The  excavation  has  proceeded  eight  feet,  being  protected 
by  a  strong  curb  of  wood.  I  was  iniormed  by  the  proprietor 
that  an  ordinary  pail  full  of  the  brine  produced  a  gill  of  saline  ^- 
siduum. 

An  analysis  of  one  hundred  cubic  inches  of  water  from  this 
spring,  furnished  in  the  first  annual  report  of  the  State  Geologist* 
shewed  38,47  grains  of  muriate  of  soda,  (common  salt.)  combined 
with  muriate  of  lime,  and  other  matters.  This  result  exhibits  a 
strength  equal  to  only  one-fourth  that  of  the  brine  springs  at 
Grand  Rapids,  and  less  than  one-tenth  that  of  the  springs  of  the 
Tittabawassa,  the  points  at  which  operations  are  commenced  for 
the  state  salt  manufacture. 

In  regard  to  the  conduction  of  operations  by  individual  enter- 
prise, we  would  refer  to  the  whole  subject  of  brine  springs  as  pre- 
sented in  that  report.  It  may  thus  be  seen  under  what  conditions 
only  certain  reliance  can  be  had  of  ultimate  success ;  nor  should 
It  appear  surprising  that  expectations,  not  the  result  of  a  thorough 
understanding  of  the  subject,  may  end  in  disappointment. 

WateTf  Wells  and  Springs. 

The  county  may  be  considered  as  in  general,  well  watered,  by 
streams  discharging  into  the  straits  at  infervuls  of  a  few  miles. 
Their  waters,  like  that  of  the  likes,  txresoft.  The  lliver  Huron 
alone  forms  an  exception,  which  passing  over  lime  rock  and 
through  marly  clays,  becomes  hard,  or  charged  with  lime. 

Tlje  early  French  settlers  dug  no  wells.  They  clustered  about 
the  streams,  and  partook  from  those  natural  fountains.  The  sur- 
face waters  thus  in  most  cases  obtained,  and  from  streams  often 
winding  sluggishly  along  low  and  marshy  banks,  afforded  but  an 
indifferent  beverage. 

Numenyus  wells  have  since  been  sunk,  and  with  various 
success.  The  thick  bod  of  blue  clay  which  underlies  the  coun^ 
ty  at  small  average  depth,  though  charged  with  gravel,  is  not 
sufficiently  pervious  to  admit  the  peroclation  of  large  underground 
streams.  For  this  reason  springs  do  not  abound,  and  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  water  of  wells  is  a  mere  drainage  from  the  surface. 
Some  springSf  however,  exist  la  the  clay  district,  as  on  the  Bloody 
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ruQ.  They  arc  more  frequent  and  copious  beneath  the  cara  of 
sand  and  through  the  openings,  as  at  Springwclls,  (La  belle  Fon- 
taine of  the  French,)  Mt.  Pleasant,  &c.  on  the  Huron. 

But,  though  the  obtaining  of  water  from  living  springs  through- 
out the  clay  district»  is  thus  in  a  degree  rendered  uncertain^  exca- 
vations for  water  have  been  generally  successful.  Occasionally 
copious  streams  are  opened,  discharged  through  seams  of  gravel 
and  sand.  Usually  water  percolates  slowly  through  a  gravelly 
stratum  of  the  clay,  and  is  sweet  and  pure,  and  in  sufficient  quan- 
tity for  ordinary  purposes.  Well-diggers  assert  that  such  a  seam 
of  gravel,  at  depth  of  twenty  feet,  is  very  general. 

'  These  experiments  determine :  first,  that  a  reasonable  pros- 
pect exists  of  obtaining  good  water  by  digging ;  secondly,  that  a 
very  deep  excavation  cannot  be  recommended. 

Wells  of  from  five  to  twenty  feet,  frequently  afford  an  abun-. 
dant  supply,  rising  from  below  ;  while  excavations  in  the  same 
neighborhood  of  irom  fifty  to  one  hundred  feet,  through  a  hard, 
dry,  reddish  blue  clay,  yield  no  water,  or  are  filled  from  the  sur- 
face. The  boring  at  Detroit,  which  extended  to  a  depth  of  two 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  feet  of 
which  was  in  rock  below  the  clay,  tioiiled  to  furnish  the  desired 
supply.  Instances  have  occurred,  however,  from  diggings  in  the 
vicinity  of  tho  limerock,  of  a  very  copious  discharge  from  an 
unusual  depth. 

Much  ot  the  bad  gSgcIs  of  stagnant  water  might  be  avoided 
by  occasional  cleansing  of  wells.  A  fresh  supply  should  be  ob- 
tained by  thoroughly  draining  the  well  of  its  contents,  whenever 
an  approach  to  putrefaction  is  perceived. 

Might  not  a  quantity  of  lime  or  charcoal,  whose  antiseptic 
qualities  are  well  known,  thrown  in,  be  a  useful  auxiliary  in  pre- 
serving purity  ? 

No  purer  water  perhaps  exists  than  that  of  our  immense  upper 
lakes,  the  whole  body  of  which  passes  through  the  straits  of 
Detroit.  It  is  exceedingly  soft,  and  in  its  under  current  of  almost 
uniform  coldness  throughout  the  seasons. 

Detroit  denied  herself  the  enjoyment  of  this  luxury,  when,  by 
an  unfortunate  policy,  the  supply  that  should  have  been  sought  in 
that  volume  which  flows  pure  and  icy  cold  in  the  depths  of  its 
channel,  is  transferred  to  the  reservoir  from  the  warm,  contami- 
nated surface,  at  the  docks. 

A  remedy  is  obtained  by  removal  of  the  works  above  the  city 
and  the  substitution  of  iron  pipes  for  wood ;  but  it  is  suggested 
whether  another  improvement  might  not  be  efTccted  by  extending 
the  supply  pipe  from  its  present  mouth,  at  five  feet  befow  the  sur- 
face, into  the  deep  recess  of  the  channel. 

Plymouth,  which  borders  on  the  flat  clay  district,  is  the  only 
township  that  abounds  in  numerous  an<J  copious  springs  of  the 
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purest  water.    Through  this  tract  of  broken,  gravelly  hills,  sin- 
gle springs  occur  sufficient  to  give  rise  to  considerable  streams. 

RoadS' 

The  importance  of  good  roads  to  Wayne  county,  particularly 
in  the  flat  clay  district  bordering  on  Detroit,  has  faieen  long  felt, 
and  much  labor  and  expense  have  been  bestowed  towards  their 
improvement  Nor  can  the  value  of  a  universal  highway,  passa- 
ble with  safety  and  expedition  at  all  seasons,  scarcely  be  over 
estimated.  The  soil  of  this  heavily  timbered  region,  it  is  true,  is 
but  ill  adapted  to  such  roads  as  are  required,  but  great  improve- 
ments mi^t  be  eflfected  in  their  present  management. 

The  hnportance  of  the  subject  will  excuse,  in  these  page%  an 
allusion,  though  necessarily  brief  and  imperfect,  to  improvements 
of  this  nature ;  more  especially  as  such  only  will  be  referred  to 
as  impose  no  additional  expense,  but  occasion  an  actual  reduction 
of  present  outlays  to  a  vast  amount. 

Heavy  taxes  are  annually  assessed  for  construction  and  repair 
of  roads.  These  frequently  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who  are 
ignorant  or  careless  of  essential  facts,  and  are  appropriated  with- 
out the  oversight  of  those  who  are  most  interested.  Or,  a  requi- 
sition is  made  upon  the  districts  once  or  twice  a  year  for  personal 
services,  on  which  occasion  the  whole  amount  of^tax  is  expended, 
and  the  road  passes  without  attention  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Instead  of  this  inadequate  method,  we  would  advise  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  road  overseer  of  at  least  some  practical  science. 
It  should  be  his  constant  occupation  to  smooth  the  ruts  and  repair 
every  damage  as  often  as  they  shaH  occur.  A  permanent,  uni- 
form surface  should  be  preserved.  This  may  be  efl!ected  by 
means  of  abroad  road-scraper  and  a  few  hands  only,  employed 
as  an  occasion  requires.  The  work  will  then  be  more  effectually 
accomplished,  and  will  reauire  less  than  one  half  the  time,  labor 
and  cost  ordinarily  expended. 

In  road  construction  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  a  liberal 
breadth  is  favorable  to  the  preservation  of  a  uniform  surface.  It 
removes  the  necessity  for  a  constant  use  of  the  same  track ;  thus 
such  portions  of  the  road  are  avoided  from  choice  as  are  other- 
wise cut  into  continually  deepening  ruts  and  hollows.  No  small 
advantage  also  results  in  the  increased  facilities  for  evaporation 
due  to  a  wider  exposure  to  the  sun  and  a  more  free  circulation  of 
air,  as  well  as  in  the  convenience  of  ample  sidewalks  for  foot 
passengers. 

The  necessity  for  free  removal  of  water  from  the  side  ditches, 
by  drains,  conducting  to  lower  levels,  is  also  an  urgent  considera- 
tion. While  these  are  essential  to  the  perfect  accommodation  of 
^e  soil  to  agriculture,  it  is  also  evident  that  if  the  roads  are  left 
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to  dry  solely  by  the  slow  and  uncertain  process  of  evaporation,  no 
continuance  of  labor  can  be  completely  effectual. 

It  may  be  important  to  consider  whether  the  elevated  crowning 
given  to  some  of  our  roads,  be  not  useless  as  well  as  expensive, 
for  the  steep  sides  and  uneven  draught  thus  created,  force  all  the 
travel  into  the  only  safe  path,  at  the  top  of  the  grade.  The  Grand 
river  road,  which  was  thus  constructed  for  a  few  miles,  at  great 
expend,  is  probably  in  worse  condition  at  all  seasons  than  if  the 
travel  were  permitted  to  shift  at  will  over  the  same  extent  of 
more  level  surface.  A  rise  of  one  inch  in  three  feet  is  thought  by 
the  most  skillful  road  engineers  more  than  sufficient  for  purposes 
of  drainage,  and  it  is  evident  that  as  ruts  are  longitudinal  to  the 
direction  of  the  road,  an  increase  of  elevation  cannot  assist  to 
conduct  off  the  water  which  inevitably  settles  into  these  conve- 
nient receptacles. 

The  primary  expense  of  the  excavation  and  embankment  would 
provide  all  the  moderate  applications  needed  on  a  flat  road  for  a 
great  length  of  time. 

The  use  of  brush  or  logs  as  a  foundation,  can  be  of  permanent 
service  only  while  a  constant  solid  covering  of  earth  is  maintain- 
ed. This  cannot  be  effected  but  by  continual  oversight  and  at- 
tention to  the  considerations  above  presented. 

Possessing*  as  does  the  tract  of  country  under  consideration* 
such  slender  amount  of  sood  materials  for  road  construction,  it 
may  be  well  to  enquire  wnether  the  loads  of  gravel  removed  from 
the  river  coast  and  used  to  fill  in  the  docks,  together  with  the  bro- 
ken stone  and  pebbles  brought  as  ballast  in  vessels,  might  not  be 
employed  to  public  profit,  particularly  in  the  streets  of  Detroit. 

These  hints  touch  but  very  partially  the  improvements  suscep- 
tible in  our  roads.  We  aim  only  at  directing  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject. Road  making  has  become  a  science,  and  to  en^neers,  of 
whose  profession  it  is  more  properly  a  study,  we  leave  its  full  elu- 
cidation. 

MONBOB  COUlfTY. 

The  county  of  Monroe  partakes  of  the  general  uniformity  of 
surface  of  the  eastern  border  district  of  the  peninsula.  This  gen- 
eral level  is  here  interrupted  by  no  sudden  prominences  exceed- 
ing 20  feet  in  height  The  rise  from  the  lake  is  gradual  and  near- 
ly uniformi  attaining  at  the  western  line  of  the  county  to  about 
115  feet.  The  streams  descend  with  a  rapid  flow,  fumirfiing  nu- 
merous mill  sites. 
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Lake  Coast. 

The  very  gradual  ascent  of  the  coast  renders  a  border  of  many 
acres  liable  to  be  overflowed,  and  has  occasioned  broad  marshes 
along  nearly  its  whole  extent. 

From  the  same  cause,  the  streams,  after  flowing  with  a  lively 
current,  on  approaching  the  coast  subside  to  a  level,  and  are  affect- 
ed by  the  fluctuations  of  the  lake  to  the  distance  of  two  and  three 
miles  inland.  ' 

This  joint  action  of  the  tide  and  current  has  given  origin  to  se- 
veral extensive  deltas.  Thus  the  approach  to  the  city  ofMonroe, 
three  miles  inland,  is  through  a  circuitous  channel,  among  islands 
of  low  alluvion,  making  a  passage  of  six  miles.  A  cut  efiected 
by  the  ship  canal,  now  in  progress,  will  shorten  this  distance  one 
half.  The  unfavorable  impression  produced  by  the  Raisin  and 
other  streams,  at  their  entrance  to  the  lake,  is,  however,  removed, 
on  tracing  their  course  through  the  rich  and  varied  interior. 

At  least  one  half  of  the  whole  line  of  coast  presents  a  border 
of  marsh,  irreclaimable,  except  at  the  will  of  the  lake. 

The  most  elevated  portion  of  the  coast  is  at  Point  aux  Paux 
and  Stony  Point,  near  brest.  About  one  mile  in  extent  has  here 
an  altitude  of  5  to  8  feet,  occasioned  by  an  outcropping  ledge  of 
limerock. 

The  effect  of  the  surf  breaking  upon  the  outer  edge  of  the  allu- 
vial fields  and  islands  is  to  accumulate  detritus,  brought  up  by  the 
lake,  occasioning  sand  beaches.  These  by  successive  additions 
assume  the  form  of  ridges,generally  elevated  about  4  feet.  Beach- 
es tnus  formed  skirt  the  •  outer  edce  of  the  delta  of  the  Raisin. 
A  narrow  ridge  of  sand  is  froquenuy  seen  protecting  low  marshy 
tracts  in  their  rear.  In  a  similar  manner  a  spit  of  sand,  four 
miles  in  length,  forms  the  barrier  to  Ottawa  bay.  This  has  pro- 
bably a  base  of  limerock,  with  clay  superimposed,  which  has 
been  protected  from  the  erosive  action  of  the  lake  by  the  cover  of 
sand  at  the  same  time  deposited  from  its  waters. 

SoUs  and  Timber. 

The  county  is  bordered  on  the  east  and  west  by  heavily  tim- 
bered clay  lands,  having  a  width  varying  from  two  to  nine  miles. 
This  timbered  tract,  on  the  west,  continues  into  the  adjoining 
county. 

The  whole  included  portion,  in  width  from  eight  to  fourteen 
miles,  and  extending  in  northeast  and  southwest  direction  into  the 
adjoining  counties  on  the  north  and  Ohio  on  the  south,  consists  of 
sandy  **openings"  and'plaips,  with  a  large  proportion  of  wet  prairie 
or  marsh. 

The  heavily  timbered  tracts  produce  a  large  growth  of  oak, 
white  and  black  ash,  elm,  lynn,  beech,  maple,  whitewood,  black 
walnut  and  sycamore,  evincing  a   rich  and  very  durable  soil. 
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Cotton  wood  is  found  in  swamps,  on  the  western  edge  of  the 
county. 

The  timber  of  the  plains  and  openings  is  mostly  a  yeliow  and 
white  oak,  often  a  thin  and  scattered  growth,  upon  a  meagre  soil. 
Some  clayey  and  more  fertile  portions  produce  hickory,  and 
through  Frenchtown  and  Rusinviile,  burr  oak  and  chesnut  are 
abundant. 

The  entire  county  may  be  said  to  be  characterized  by  the  ^at 
limerock  formation,  which  is  found  to  lie  at  no  great  depth 
throughout,  and  approaches  the  surface  in  at  least  twenty  difier- 
cnt  places.  Beds  of  clay  and  sand  repose  upon  it.  The  former 
every  where  evince  the  proximity  ot  the  limerock  by  their  ex- 
tremely marly  character,  and  the  numerous,  imbedded,  angular 
fragments  of  the  rock. 

The  outcrops  of  the  limerock  are  found  to  lie  in  several  distinct 
ranges,  extending  through  the  county  in  a  northeast  and  south- 
west direction.  The  outer  range,  commencing  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  town  of  Whiteford,  forms  there  a  ridge  or  step,  having 
a  rise  above  the  general  surface  of  15  feet  in  a  breadth  of  two 
miles.  It  passes  mcnce  in  a  nearly  northeast  course  to  Brest,  oc- 
casioning those  intermediate  hillocks  or  protrusions  of  rock  which 
occupy  areas  of  from  one  half  to  two  square  miles.  At  Stony 
Point  it  comes  out  upon  the  lake  in  the  ledge  before  mentioned, 
and  still  further  on  in  the  same  direction  makes  its  appearance 
on  the  islands  at  the  mouth  of  Detroit  straits  and  the  neighboring 
shores. 

The  second  range,  from  the  town  of  Whiteford,  where  it  ap- 
parently approaches  the  range  first  mentioned,  passes  through  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  of  Ida,  in  a  nearly  direct  line  to  Flat 
Rock. 

West  of  this  range,  rock  again  appears  on  the  Macon  river,  in 
the  reservation,  and  in  the  Raisin  at  Dundee. 

From  all  the  data  that  could  be  obtained,  the  deposite  of  blue 
marly  clay  in  the  intervals  between  these  ranges  does  not  exceed 
in  thickness  20  feet.  Upon  this  rests  a  brown  or  yellow  clay, 
similar  to  that  which  overlies  the  blue  in  Wayne  county.*  It 
has  a  ihickness  of  three  to  ten  feet.  This  clay  constitutes  the  ba- 
sis of  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  soil  of  the  limbered  lands. 
Sand  loams  occasionally  alternate  with  it,  and  in  the  town  of  Mi- 
lan a  rich  black  sand  loam  constitutes  three-fourths  of  the  soil. 

*Aii  analysis  of  100  grains  of  those  clays  shewed— 

Upper  day.  Lower  clay. 
SiliceouA  matter,                                                                       9,25  23,00 

Alumine,  67,25  44,00 

Corb.  limt>,  23,50  31,16 

Iron,  00  1,84 

1(¥),(X»  100,00 
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The  sand  of  the  openings  and  plains  has  a  depth  probably  not 
exceeding  ten  feet  on  the  general  level.  Its  surface  is  sUghtly 
undulating,  and  in  a  few  instances  considerable  ridges  rise  abrupt- 
ly. One  of  these  was  observed  bounding  the  heavily  timbered 
lands  of  the  town  of  Erie,  succeeded  by  others  having  no  uniform 
direction,  and  varying  in  height  from  six  to  fifleen  feet ;  wet,  gras- 
sy swales  intervening.  I  traced  one  of  them  for  a  mile  in  a 
northerly  direction.  A  sand  ridge  borders  the  prairies  in  the 
flouthwest  comer  of  Ida.  It  continues  for  half  a  mile  in  a  north- 
east course^  attaining  to  fifteen  feet  in  altitude,  with  the  breadth 
of  one  hundred,  and  terminates  by  a  sudden  descent  Similar 
ridges  may  be  observed  on  the  plains  near  Sandy  creek,  town  of 
Raisin  ville. 

Marshes  and  Wet  Prairie^ 

characterize  the  plains,  or  whole  central  portion  of  the  county, 
comprising  nearly  one  fourth  their  surface.  They  prevail  under 
several  modifications,  and  may  be  classed  as  the  larger  or  wet 
prairie,  occupying  frequently  an  extent  of  several  miles,  and  the 
smaller  or  swales,  seldom  exceeding  an  area  of  20  acres.  They 
differ  also  in  character,  according  to  the  nature  of  iitheir  substra- 
tum. The  latter  class  have  generally  a  subsoil  of  clay,  with  a 
covering  of  peat  or  muck  deepening  proportionally  to  its  extent. 
Its  average  is  one  foot  They  afford  a  coarse  grass,  (a  species 
of  Carex,)  much  relished  by  cattle.  Where  the  substratum  is 
sand,  a  small  wiry  species  generally  prevails,  considered  of  infe- 
rior quality.  Beneath  this  sand  stratum,  however,  clay  will  with- 
out doubt  be  fomid  at  no  great  depth. 

Prairies  of  much  greater  extent  occupy  a  large  portion  of  the 
town  of  Ida,  the  southern  part  of  Summerneld  and  the  eastern  part 
of  Whiteford.  About  five  sections  of  the  latter  townships  are  of 
this  character ;  nine  sections  in  Summerfield,  and  eighteen  in  Ida. 
The  soil  is  a  fibrous  peat,  of  one  to  two  feet,  and  occasionally 
much  greater  depth,  generally  reposing  upon  sand.  It  produces 
a  rank  growth  ot  wild  ^rass  but  little  valued. 

These  marshes  are  portions  of  a  connected^chain  and  have  out- 
lets discharging  into  considerable  streams.  'Facilities  thus  exist 
for  rendering  them  available  to  agriculture  by  a  proper  system 
of  drainage,  and  at  comparatively  inconsiderable  expense.  The 
experiment  has  been  made  to  some  extent  in  the  town  of  White- 
ford,  and  a  tolerable  soil  for  tillage  produced.  A  crop  of  wheat 
is  said  to  have  been  grown  upon  the  tract  known  as  "White's 
marsh."  But  it  should  not  be  cause  for  discouragement  if  seve- 
ral years  are  required  to  test  fully  the  value  of  such  experiments. 
No  such  cause  will  exist  when  the  nature  of  the  soil  to  be  dealt 
with  is  properly  understood. 

Similar  marshes  exist  around  the  head  branches  of  Swan  creek 
in  Exeter,  uniting  with  those  described  in  town  of  Huron,  Wayne 
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county.    They  are  supposed  to  occupy  one  half  of  the  surface  of 
the  township  north  of  Stony  creek. 

Small  ponds  of  the  lily  and  other  aquatic  plants  are  numerous 
upon  these  prairies.  A  large  proportion  of  the  prairies  and 
swales  are  dry  only  at  midsummer. 

Peat. 

The  upper  soil  of  the  marshes  and  swales  above  mentioned  is 
of  the  kind  denominated  fibrous  peat ;  an  accumulation,  simply,  of 
the  annually  decaying  vegetation.  On  drying,  it  will  be  found  a 
light  spongy  substance,  which  may  be  reduo^  to  an  impalpable 
powder ;  a  character  but  ill  fittiog  it  to  become*  singly,  a  fertile 
soil  When,  therefore,  it  occurs  unmixed  with  argillaceous  or 
siliceous  matter*  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  most  thorough 
drainage  will  render  it  permanently  available,  unless  care  is  taken 
to  subject  it  to  irrigation  at  proper  seasons,  by  closing  the  drains, 
and  it  be  united  with  a  proportionable  admixture  of  earths.  This 
admixture  may  often  be  eflfected  by  bringing  up  the  subsoil  by 
deep  ploughing.  The  washings  from  the  sandy  plains  adjoining, 
when  cultivated,  will  further  assist  the  process. 

A  coat  of  lime  sown  upon  the  surface  would  prove  a  most  use- 
ful auxiliary.  This  would  exert  the  tripple  efiect  of  absorbing 
moisture,  hastening  the  decomposition*  and  bestowing  one  of  the 
most  important  ingredients  of  a  good  soil. 

The  application  of  this  peat  to  the  soil  of  the  plains,  much  (A 
which  is  sterile,  would  be  productive  of  very  important  benefit. 
To  eflect  this,  it  ought  first  to  be  carried  to  the  manure  heap  and 
there  become  thoroughly  decomposed  by  mixing  with  quick  lime. 
When  applied,  this  should  be  at  once  ploughed  under.  The  fine 
fibre  of  peat  would  dry  and  dissipate  if  left  upon  the  surface. 

When  the  comparative,  expense  of  cutting  drains  to  that  of 
clearing'timbered  lands,  the  immediate  applicability  of  these  tracts, 
and  their  utility  in  furnishing  manure  to  the  sterile  soil  adjacent, 
are  considered,  it  will  be  apparent  that  the  value  of  these  portions 
of  the  county  is  not  over-estimated. 

Lvmerock. 

The  ranges  of  this  rock  before  described,  have  a  direction 
through  the  county  which  corresponds  to  the  line  of  bearing,  or 
is  at  right  angles  to  the  inclination  of  the  strata.  The  dip  is, 
consequently,  northwest,  or  northwest  by  north ;  very  obvious  in 
the  outer  range,  and  about  5  ^  in  amount 

The  color  varies  fron;  light  shades  of  gray  to  dark  blue.    It  is 
mostly  compact,  but  exhibits  all  that  variety  of  character  for 
whicK  the  "  mountain  limerock,''  is  distinguished.     This  will  best 
appear  in  the  following  more  extended  notice. 
^    It  occurs  in  the  bank  of  Swan  creek,  at  Newport,  and  in  its 
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bed  for  the  distance  of  two  miles  abovc»  where  to  a  small  extent 
it  has  been  quarried  for  economical  purposes.  The  stone  is  of 
dark,  gray  color. 

Stone  of  a  similar  character  appears  a  mile  northeast  of  *  Brest, 
(section  twenty-four,)  and  has  been  quarried  to  small  amount. 

At  Point  au  Peaux  it  exhibits  a  vesicular  or  slightly  oolitic 
structure  in  the  lower  layers.  Superimposed  are  four  feet  of 
disruptured  masses,  of  a  more  compact  character. 

Limerock  appears  in  the  bed  and  bank  of  Stony  creek,  at 
Brest,  where  it  has  been  penetrated  to  depth  of  four  feet  The 
thickest  stratum  opened  was  of  three  feet  It  has  a  light,  gray 
color,  approaching  white.  It  is  compact,  and  some  portions  sili- 
ceous ;  considerable  hornstone  is  contained.  The  stcme  is  quar- 
ried in  irregular,  small  blocks,  suited  to  rough  building. 

The  ledge  appearing  at  Stony  point,  resembles  in  character  the 
rock  on  Swan  creek.    It  contains  sulphate  of  strontian. 

Limerock  forms  the  bed  of  Sandy  creek,  at  a  distance  of  two 
miles  from  the  lake. 

The  city  of  Monroe  is  underlayed  by  limerock  at  a  depth  of 
from  two  to  five  feet  The  rock  is  quarried  to  small  extent  in 
the  bank  of  the  Raisin,  near  the  city.  Extensive  quarries  have 
been  opened  in  the  valley  of  Plumb  creek,  half  a  mile  south  of  the 
city.  The  excavations'  reach  to  the  depth  of  nine  feet  The 
succession  of  strata  passed  through  presents  a  variety  of  charac- 
ters.  The  vesicular  limestone  observed  at  Point  au  reaux  again 
appears  associated  with  siliceous  portions  and  compact  strata, 
variegated  with  yellowish  and  blueish  spots  and  veins,  having  the 
appearance  of  veined  marble.  These  bear  a  tolerable  polish,  and 
might  serve  for  ornamental  purposes.  At  depth  of  nine  feet  a 
stratum  occurs  of  dark  blue  color  and  veined. 

The  stone  is  said  to  improve  with  depth,  both  for  lime  and 
building  purposes.  If  this  be  the  fact,  it  may  be  advisable  to  ex- 
cavate lower  down  the  creek,  where,  owing  to  the  direction  of  the 
dip,  these  more  valuable  strata  may  be  supposed  to  lie  nearer  the 
surface. 

The  stone  is  mostly  quarried  in  angular  pieces  of  small  dimen* 
sions,  but  slabs  are  said  to  be  obtainable  of  size  sufficient  for  door 
and  window  sills,  &c. 

Limerock  forms  the  bed  of  Otter  creek,  at  Winchester,  and 
for  the  distance  of  eight  miles  above.  It  is  hard,  of  a  bluish  gray 
color. 

Following  the  range  southwest,  we  find  a  ridge  or  hillock  com- 
posed of  limerock,  on  sections  thirty-one  and  thirty-two,  of 
Lasalle,  and  one  and  two  of  the  township  of  Erie.  It  appears 
over  an  area  of  more  than  a  square  mile,  having  an  elevation  of 
about  ten  feet  above  the  4evel  on  the  south.  The  stone,  so  far  as 
penetrated,  (five  feet,)  is  of  a  light  color,  striped,  and  portions 
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fissile.  Lkneroek  is  met  with,  in  the  same  range,  at  not  less  than 
four  places,  in  the  township  of  Bedford,  b  the  bed  (^  Bay 
creek  a  small  qoany  has  been  opened. 

Near  the  centre  of  the  township  it  appears  twice  over  surfaces 
of  two-thirds  a  square  mile.  These  have  been  penetrated  seve- 
ral feet,  and  are  found  to  consist  of  a  very  siliceous  rock,  com- 
posed of  an  aggregBiie  of  grains  of  quartz  cemented  by  iime. 
The  upper  portions,  which  lie  in  loose  massss,  are  calcareous,  and 
are  alone  suitable  for  burning. 

At  the  southwest  comer  of  section  thirty,  limerock  appears  at 
the  surface  and  in  the  bed  of  Halfway  creek.  This  continues  at 
intervals  for  a  mile  west,  and  in  a  southwest  direction,  following 
Ottawa  creek,  to  Whiteford,  in  Ohio.  It  underlies  the  interme- 
diate spaces  at  a  depth  probably  not  exceeding  five  feet.  A 
ccMitinuation  of  the  ledge  may  also  be  traced  north,  along  die 
whole  eastern  border  of  township  of  Whiteford.  The  upper 
portions  only  could  be  observed,  which  appeared  to  be  a  pure, 
compact  limestone. 

No  fossils  were  found  in  diis  range,  except  Terebratula,  at 
Newport  and  Stony  point 

Another  range  or  series  of  outcrops  passes  through  the  centre 
of  the  county,  in  a  direction  parallel  Xp  the  former.  It  must  be 
considered  as  the  overlapping  edge  of  a  portion  of  the  limerock 
formation,  superimpc^d  upon  that  whose  outcrop  forms  the  range 
first  mentioned.  This  portion  of  the  formation  includes  several 
strata  of  a  very  siliceous  character,  approaching  in  several  in- 
stances, almost  to  pure  sandrock. 

Stone  of  this  description  makes  its  appearance  six  miles  north- 
west from  Monroe,  and  was  traced  over  a  surface  of  one  half  a 
square  mile.  It  disintegrates  readily,  where  exposed,  into  a  pure 
sinceous  sand,  which  may  be  seen  to  bs  composed  of  well  formed 
quartz  chrystais.  Where  not  discolored  by  oxides  of  iron,  it  is 
of  a  pure  white. 

Associated  with  this  stratum  is  a  gray  siliceous  limestone, 
which  is  fossil  iferous.  ^   . 

A  similar  sandrock  appears  in  the  bed  of  the  Raisin,  at  bw 
water  mark«  section  twenty-nine,  township  of  Raisinville,  where 
It  forms  a  ledge  of  a  foot  in  thickness.  Some  portions  are  beauti- 
fully white  and  are  nearly  pure  silex.  It  breaks  easily,  and  is 
incUaed  to  disintegrate.  It  has  not  been  used  except  as  a  scour- 
ing sand. 

Near  the  west  line  of  section  nineteen,  rock  appears  at  the 
sar&oe  and  has  been  quarried  superficially.  It  is  a  siKceous 
limerock,  of  dark  colon  and  when  quarried,  moist  and  soft,  anri 
may  be  dressed  with  ease  to  any  required  form.  Owing  to  its 
want  of  compactness,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  would  be 
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pennanent  exposed  to  the  action  of  the  atmosphere.  It  has  been 
employed  as  a  building  material  at  Monroe* 

Opposite  Lawrence's  mill  a  smooth  ledge  of  limerock  forms  the 
bed  of  the  Raisin,  and  a  quarry  has  been  opened  on  the  upland 
several  rods  south  from  the  river.  The  latter  furnishes  a  silice- 
ous limestone,  varying  in  color  from  a  light  to  a  dark  mixed 
grey. 

In  a  southwest  direction  from  the  above,  in  town  of  Ida,  rock 
is  found  at  the  surface  over  a  small  area,  on  section  four.  A 
superficial  stratum  only  has  been  quarried,  of  a  toot  thick,  which 
is  said  to  afford  superior  lime. 

On  section  sixteen  a  siliceous  limerock  appears  in  the  bank  of 
a  small  pond  and  has  been  opened  to  depth  of  four  feet.  It  re- 
moves  readily  in  slabs  three  feet  in  length  with  thickness  of  four 
to  six  inches. .  Color  light  yellowish  gray. 

A  vesicular  limerock  forms  the  bank  at  the  head  of  Ottawa 
lakei  town  of  Whiteford.    It  afibrds  excellent  lime. 

A  compact  limerock  also  appears  in  an  inlet  at  the  foot  of 
Ottawa  lake  and  has  been  quarried  for  lime.  Portions  are  silice- 
ous.   Considerable  calcareous  spar  is  contained* 

West  of  the  range  just  described,  limerock  makes  its  appear- 
ance on  the  Macon  river  just  above  its  mouth,  and  forms  its  bed 
for  a  mile.  It  has  been  quarried  extensively,  but  the  excava- 
tions have  not  penetrated  below  the  first  solid  layer,  a  depth  of 
eighteen  inches.     It  is  mostly  of  a*dark  gray  color,  sparry,  ap* 

? reaching  a  chrystalline  texture,  and  abounds  with  fossiuu 
Portions  give  out  a  very  strongly  bituminous  odor.  The  stratum 
exposed  is  very  continuous  and  has  been  removed  with  wedges 
in  pieces  ten  feet  in  length  ;  but  the  blocks  are  apt  to  sever  under 
the  chisel.  From  ihis  locality  are  said  to  have  been  furnished 
the  caps  and  sills  for  the  court*house  at  Monroe.  It  will  compare 
in  appearance  with  the  much  admired  Ohio  stone.  This  locality 
is  said  to  aiford  the  best  lime  in  the  county. 

Rock  of  a  similar  character  forms  the  bed  of  the  Raisin  at 
Dundee. 

lame. 

More  or  less  has  been  manufactured  at  most  of  the  localities 
of  limerock  above  mentioned. 

Three  kilns  are  maintained  by  the  quarries  at  Plumb  creek. 
Probably  nine  hundred  or  one  thousand  bushels  are  made  annu- 
ally. 

At  the  quarry  on  section  nineteen,  Whiteford,  five  kilns  have 
been  burned,  of  five  hundred  bushels  each. 

At  the  Macon  quarry  eight  kilns  have  been  burned,  of  eight 
hundred  or  one  thousand  bushels  each,  which  sells  at  Tecumseh 
for  four  shillings  per  bushel. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  879 

Sand. 

The  only  locality,  particularly  worthy  of  mention,  is  that  of 
the  disintegrated  siliceous  rock  found,  as  before  noticed,  in  Raisin- 
ville,  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Thomas  Colwell.  This  bed  was  noticed 
by  the  State  Geologist  in  his  report  of  last  year.    It  is  mostly 

S>ure  silex,  and  for  the  manufacture  of  glass,  superior  to  any  yet 
bund  in  the  state.  A  specimen  of  glass  manufactured  from  it, 
in  the  possession  of  the  proprietor,  was  unusually  transparent 
and  free  from  flaws. 

Much  of  the  sand  of  the  plains  in  this  vicinity,  and  even  as  &r 
down  as  Monroe,  is  intermingled  with  white  siliceous  grains  from 
this  rock. 

Clay. 

The  clays  are  in  general  too  calcareous  to  be  used  with  advan- 
tage for  bricks  or  pottery.  The  upper  brown  or  yellow  clay  is 
least  so,  and  may  be  found  conveniently  for  brick  at  nameroua 
places  throughout  the  county. 

The  manufacture  has  been  conducted  extensively  at  French- 
town,  opposite  Monroe.  But  few  were  made  the  past  seaaoo. 
During  the  season  previous,  so  iar  as  could  be  ascertained,  about 
one  million  six  hundred  thousand  were  burned  at  the  several 
kilns.    The  clay  is  impure  from  the  lime  contained. 

A  single  kiln  of  bricks  has  been  burned  at  Brest 

At  Mr.  White*s  yard,  Newport,  one  hundred  thousand  bricks 
have  been  burned.  The  first  two  feet  of  the  clay  only  is  suffi. 
ciently  free  from  calcareous  matter  to  render  it  fit  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

Attempts  were  made  at  two  places  in  the  town  of  Dundee  to 
manufacture  bricks,  but  were  abandoned  from  the  cause  alluded 
to.  Good  bricks  are  said,  nevertheless,  to  have  been  made  from 
the  clay  on  Saline  river,  in  the  town  of  London.  All  the  clays 
in  this  region,  that  were  tested,  gave  very  strong  indicatiJOS  nS 
fime,  so  much  so  as  to  deserve  the  ^appellation  of  marly.  As  the 
clays^  even  in  proximate  situations,  often  difier  much  in  this  re- 
spect, it  is  important  to  test  them  with  a  simple  acid.  Grood 
vinegar  will  answer  an  ordinary  purpose.  Clay,  may,  no  doubt, 
be  found  considerably  pure ;  besides  that  expense  and  disappoint 
ment  may  often  be  spared  by  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  cha 
racter  of  the  material  employed. 

MarL 

A  bed  of  shell  marl  (bog  lime,)  underlies  the  marshy  tract 
bordering  the  lake,  near  the  city  of  Monroe.  It  has  been  pene- 
trated to  the  depth  of  a  foot  by  ditches,  for  a  considerable  distance. 
The  deposite  has  probably  a  thickness  of  several  feet,  and  appa- 
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reDtly  underlies  the  whole  continuous  tract  of  marsh,  an  extent  of 
about  a  square  mile. 

A  tufaceous  marl  is  also  deposited  in  considerable  quantities  by 
springs  in  the  vicinity. 

In  town  of  Exeter,  section  seven,  a  marl  is  said  jto  have  been 
ploughed  up,  dry,  and  crumbling  on  exposure. 

A  deposite  of  shell  marl  was  observed  in  town  of  Ash,  (town 
six  south,  range  nine  east,)  section  nine.  It  occurs  in  a  marshy 
swale,  overlayed  by  two  feet  of  muck  or  peat.  The  bed  is  about 
a  foot  in  thickness  and  occupies  an  area  of  an  acre.  Similar 
swales  are  numerous  throughout  this  section  as  well  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  county,  and  the  proximity  of  the  limerock  warrants 
the  conclusion  that  beds  of  marl  may  be  found  deposited  on  low 
spoti,  charged  with  springs. 

The  economical  use  of  these  marls  has  been  noticed  under  the 
report  of  Wayne  county.  Probably  many  of  the  clays  may  be 
found  approaching  so  nearly  to  marl  as  to  be  of  great  value  as  a 
stimulant  manure  to  sandy  soils. 

Sulpfier  Springs. 

Two  miles  below  Monroe,  near  the  nuirshy  border  of  the  lake, 
several  springs  issue  from  an  immense  mound.  They  are  strong* 
ly  impregnated  with  sulphur,  and  form  thin  white  deposites  of 
that  substance.  This  mound  occupies  an  area  of  four  to  six 
acres,  rising  about  ten  feet  above  the  general  level.  Its  surface 
is  wet  and  boggy.  This  mound  is  evidently  a  deposite  from  the 
water  of  the  springs,  which  running  through  crevices  in  the 
great  underlying  rock  formation,  becomes  highly  charged  with 
Kme,  and  on*  approaching  the  surface  deposites  that  substance 
either  in  a  soft  plastic  mass  or  as  a  coating  upon  the  moss  and 
surrounding  vegetation«  Thus  marl  and  tufa  result  This  process 
va^  be  observed  now  going  on.  Large  quantities  of  moss,  still 
alive,  are  covered  with  a  thin  calcareous  crust.  A  mile  further 
south  are  numerous  smaller  mounds  of  similar  origin.  One  oif 
these  discharges  a  considerable  stream  from  a  spring  occupying 
a  large  cavity,  in  the  centre.  Here  a  foot  thickness  of  white 
n>arl  is  discloM,  overlayed  by  two  feet  of  crumbling  tufa.  The 
spring  boils  up  through  a  cauldron  of  calcareous  and  vegetable 
matter,  into  which  a  pole  may  be  thrust  many  feet.  This  mound 
is  circular,  one  hundred  feet  diameter,  and  six  feet  high.  Most 
of  the  other  mounds  wnsist  of  a  very  indurated  lime,  or  tufa. 

The  famous  sulphur  spring  in  the  Bay  settlement,  emerges 
from  a  low  mound  of  sknilar  formation,  situated  in  the  edge  of 
the  large  marsh  bordering  the  bay.  It  occupies  a  circular  oasin 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  diameter  by  forty-five  deep.  A 
stream  flows  from  it  which  at  its  head  is  ten  feet  wide  and  three 
deep,  and  has  a  considerable  current.    The  odor  of  sulphur  may 
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be  perceived  at  (Bstanoe  of  half  a  mile,  though  the  water  is  not 
of  extraordiQary  strength.  A  bathing-bouse  was  in  contempla* 
tion  at  this  place,  but  the  unusual  rise  of  the  lake  caused  an  abao- 
dooment  of  the  project* 

Springs  occur  in  great  numbers  on  Sulphur  creek,  town  of 
Lasalle.  They  occasion  mounds  of  the  same  character  as  thosa 
near  Monroe,  and  discharge  considerable^  streams.  A  few  of 
these  united,  formerly  supplied  a  mill. 

In  Raisinville,  section  nineteen,  is  a  strongly  impregnated 
spring,  discharging  water  sofficient  to  form  a  brook* 

Another,  on  section  twenty-fivci  forms  the  head  of  Plumb 
creek. 

A  spring^  of  moderate  strength  issues  from  the  margin  of  the 
Raisin*  half  a  mile  below  Dundee. 

A  strong  spring  of  sulphur  and  iron  is  said  to  be  found  on 
Stony  creek,  town  of  Exeter,  section  twenty-one. 

Cb  Swan  creek,  town  of  Ash,  are  spriiijgs  impregnated  with 
sulphur  and  iron.  One  on  section  thirty-six  ascen<£i  in  a  curb 
several  feet  above  the  level  of  the  stream. 

These  springs  all  affi>rd  a  copious  supply,  and  are  unaffected 
by  a  drought  which  renders  dry  the  channels  of  neighboring 
streams.  This  fact,  with  that  of  their  rise  above  the  level  of  but* 
roimding  waters,  and  their  strong  impregnation  with  the  minerals 
sulphur,  lime  and  iron,  proves  that  they  nave  distant  sources  and 
that  they  proceed  from  great  depths  below  the  surface. 

Streams  and  Springs, 

This  oounty  is  intersected  by  a  number  of  considerable 
streams,  following  a  parallel  course  to  the  lake;  but  small 
branches  do  not  abound,  as  in  a  country  of  more  broken  surface. 
Most  of  the  streams  supply  a  hard  water. 

Water  is  obtained  generally  without  difBculty  from  wells  and 
springs  affording  a  go<xl  supply,  extremely  hard.  It  is  occasion- 
ally impregnated  with  sulphur  and  iron,  owing  to  the  proximity 
of  the  limerock. 

Several  wells  in  the  towns  of  Ash,  Lasalle  and  Ida,  sunk 
twenty  feet,  to  rock,  opened  veins  which  filled  them  suddenly, 
causing  them  to  overilow. 

Wells  on  the  plains  which  do  not  descend  to  the  clay  are  gene- 
rally soft )  so  that  by  proper  precautions  water  free  fiom  Ume 
may  be  obtained  in  those  situations. 

Bog  Ore. 

Several  deposites  of  this  mineral  occur  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Petersburg  and  Dundee.  The  ore  is  much  mixed  with  siliceous 
matter,  and  none  of  it  can  be  considered  of  the  best  quality. 
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Oo  section  nineteen,  township  of  Summerfield,  ore  is  formed 
on  the  borders  of  a  marsh  of  about  ten  acres.  The  marsh  is  fed 
by  springs  and  is  unaffected  by  drought  The  ore  is  deposited 
in  loose,  amorphous  masses,  mingled  with  shot  ore.  The  sandy 
soil  of  the  neighboring  plains  is  much  mingled  with  particles  of 
shot  ore  resembling  nne  gravel.  Several  hundred  loads  might 
be  obtained  from  this  Jocality. 

On  section  twenty-five,  ore  was  discovered  in  digging  a  trench 
through  a  marshy  swale.  It  is  found  over  about  an  acre,  prin- 
cipally disseminated  in  the  state  of  shot  through  the  sandy  peat 
soil,  in  a  stratum  not  exceeding  six  inches  thickness.  In  the  dry 
border  some  heavy  mamillary  ore  is  found,  in  loose  pieces,  some 
of  which  weigh  several  pounds. 

On  a  neighboring  farm  ore  of  a  similar  character  was  thrown 
out  in  ditching.    A  few  loads  might  be  obtained. 

Swales  similar  to  the  above  abound,  and  other  localities  of  ore 
will  no  doubt  be  found  whenever  sufficient  inducement  shall  be 
ofiered  for  its  search. 

Numerous  indications  of  bog  iron  were  seen  in  township  of 
Bedford.  No  valuable  deposite  came  under  ray  observation.  A 
locality  is  said  to  exist,  supposed  to  be  in  quantity,  on  section 
three,  (township  nine  south,  range  seven  east.) 

Indications  also  exist  in  township  of  London  and  elsewhere. 

A  bed  of  sandy  red  ochre  is  found  on  section  twenty-one,  Bed- 
ford, covering  about  three  square  rods,  with  a  depth  of  from  one 
to  three  feet.  It  is  immediately  underlayed  bv  limerock.  A 
small  quantity  has  been  applied  as  a  paint  and  tolerably  answers 
the  purpose. 

Boulders. 

Numerous  water-worn  fragments  of  the  primary  rocks  are 
found  lodged  on  the  limestone  hillocks,  and  accompanying  the 
ranges  of  Umerock  throughout  the  country,  but  seldom  occur  else- 
where upon  the  surface.  Similar  boulders  are  found  imbedded  in 
the  blue  clay  deposite. 

A  larj^  boulder  from  the  limerock  formation  was  noticed  on 
section  four,  township  of  Milan. 

Phenomena  accompanying  the  Limerock. 

Sink-holes.^^ln  the  township  of  Whiteford  occur  a  number  61 
those  bowl-shaped  depressions,  known  by  the  name  of  ''sinks.'^ 
The  largest  that  came  under  my  observation  is  near  the  north- 
east corner  of  the  township.  This  immense  basin  occupies  nearly 
one  hundred  acres,  and  at  the  centre  is  about  fifteen  feet  below 
the  general  level.  I  found  the  bed  to  be  composed  of  layers  of 
blue  clay  and  sand,  covering  at  a  slight  depth  limerocL 

These  Wit^  derive  their  name  from  the  fact  of  their  being  ool- 
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lects  for  the  waters  of  the  sarrounding  reeion,  vrhkh  are  here 
absorbed ;  no  outlets  being  discovered.  The  waters  no  doubt 
disappear  in  a  cavernous  aperture  of  the  limerock  below.  It  is 
stated  on  good  authority,  that  when  the  large  sink  is  filled,  a 
whirlpool  may  be  seen  of  sufficient  force  to  draw  in  rails  floating, 
near  the  vortex. 

Marks  of  Diluvial  Action. — Upon  the  surface  of  the  broad,  flat 
ledges  of  limerock  at  Point  au  Peaux,  was  observed  a  beautiful 
exhibition  of  the  grooves  and  scratches  supposed  to  be  occasioned 
by  attrition  of  hard  bodies  moving  in  a  stroi^  current.  These 
have  a  uniform  direction,  north  60  ^  east.  In  some  instances 
the  surface  has  been  worn  to  a  fine  polish,  which  imparts  a  beau« 
tiful  light  color  to  the  stone,  and  exhibits  the  markings  as  frosh  in 
appearance  as  if  done  yesterday. 

A  similar  phenomenon  is  observable  at  Brest,  and  is  a  fine  it 
lustration  of  the  course  and  moving  power  of  the  current.  The 
surface^  about  twenty  square  feet  of  which  is  exposed,  is  undula- 
ting and  worn  into  curves.  Two  directions  are  here  observed  of 
the  furrows,  on  contiguous  portions  of  the  same  ledge  ;  north  50  ^ 
east  and  north  65  ^  west. 

Facts  of  this  nature,  which  singly  are  of  little  importance,  are 
noted  because  they  have  a  bearing  upon  the  results  of  scientific 
inquiries ;  a  consequence  which,  though  for  a  time  unheeded  and 
^darkly  hid,''  tends  to  throw  clearer  light  upon  the  ultimate  plan 
of  usetul  economy. 

My  acknowledgements  are  due  to  many  persons  in  the  above 
counties  for  hospitalities  and  assistance  rendered  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  flie  survey. 

BELA  HUBBARD. 
Assistant  Geologist. 

Detroit^  January  26f  1839. 


GLOSSARY. 

Including  most  of  the  Greoloffical  terms  used  in  these  reports  from 

LyelFs  Oeotogy,  and  other  sources. 

AUumd.      The  adjective  of  Alluvium. 

Mluvion*    A  synonim  of  Alluvium. 

AMuviunL  Recent  deposites  of  earth,  sand,  gravel,  mud,  stones, 
peat,  shell  banks,  shell  marl,  drift  sand,  &c.,  resulting  from  caus- 
es now  in  action.  This  term  is  generally  applied  to  those  depo- 
sites in  which  water  is  the  principal  agent. 

Alum  rocks.    Rocks  which  by  docomposifion  form  Alum. 

Amorphom.    Bodies  devoid  of  regular  form. 
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Amygdaloid.  A  trap  rock  which  is  porous  aad  spoogy,  with 
rouDded  cavities  scattered  through  its  mass.  Agates  and  simple 
minerals  are  often  contained  in  these  cavities. 

Anthracite.  A  species  of  mineral  coal,  hard,  shiniog,  blacky 
and  devoid  of  bitumen. 

Anticlinal*  An  anticlinal  ridge  or  axis  is  where  the  strata 
along  a  line  dip  contrariwise,  like  the  sides  of  the  roof  df  a  house* 

Arenaceous.    Sandy. 

Argiliaceous.    Clayey. 

Augite.  A  simple  mineral  of  variable  co1br,from  black,  through 
green  and  gray,  to  white.  It  is  a  constitutent  cS  many  vok^nic 
and  trappean  rocks,  and  is  also  found  in  some  of  the  granitic 
rocks. 

Avalanche.  This  term  is  usually  applied  to  masses  of  ioe  and 
snow  whi^h  have  slidden  from  the  summits  or  rides  of  mountains. 
It  is  now  also  applied  to  slides  of  earth  and  day. 

Bascdt,  One  of  the  common  trap  rocks.  It  is  composed  of 
Augite  and  feldspar,  is  hard,  compact,  and  dark  green  or  black, 
and  has  often  a  regular  columnar  form.  The  palisades  of  the 
Hudson' show  the  columnar  aspect  of  trap  rocks.  The  Giants^ 
Causeway  is  cited  as  an  example  of  Basaltic  rocks,  and  the  col- 
umnar structure  is  there  very  strikingly  displayed. 

Biiumen.  Mineral  pitch,  which  is  often  seen  to  ooze  from  fos* 
ml  coal  when  on  fire. 

Bttumetwus  shale.  A  slaty  rock,  containing  bitumen,  and 
which  occurs  in  the  coal  measures. 

Blende.    Sulphuret  of  Zinc    A  common  shining  zinc  ore. 

Bluffs.  Hish  banks  of  earth  or  rock  with  a  steep  front  The 
term  is  generally  applied  to  high  banks  forming  the  boundaries  of 
a  river,  or  river  alluvion. 

Botryoidcd.    Resembling  a  bunch  of  grapes  in  form. 

Boulders.  Rocks  which  have  been  transported  from  a  distance, 
and  more  or  less  rounded  by  attrition  or  the  action  of  the  weath- 
er. They  lie  upon  the  surface  or  loose  in  the  soil,  and  generally 
difl^r  from  the  underlying  rock  in  the  nrighborhood. 

Breccia.  A  rock  composed  of  angular  fragments  cemented  to- 
gether by  lime  or  other  substances. 

Cak  Sinter*  A  Germanterm  for  depositions  of  limestone  from 
springs,  and  waters  which  contain  this  mineral  in  solution. 

Calcareous  Rocks.     A  term  synonimous  with  limestones. 

Calcareous  Spar.    Crystalizsd  carbonate  of  lime. 

Carbon.    The  combustible  element  of  coal. 

Carbonates.  Chemical  compounds  containing  carbonic  acid, 
which  is  composed  of  oxy^n  and  carbon. 

Carbonic  Acid*  An  acid  gaseous  compound,  incapable  of  sup- 
porting combustion,  and  deleterious  to  animal  life.  It  is  common 
in  caves  and  wells,  and  many  incautious  persons  lose  their  lives 
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10  conaequeiice  of  descending,  without  first  ascertaining  its  pres- 
ence  by  letting  down  a  lighted  candle.  Man  cannot  live  where  a 
candle  will  not  burn  freely. 

Carboniferous.  Coal  bearing  rocks.  This  term  has  been  ap- 
plied to  formations  belonging  to  an  ancient  group  of  secondary 
rocks  which  contains  coal.  The  term  is  now  used  in  a  more  en- 
larged sense,  and  may  be  applied  to  any  rocks  containing  coaL 

Chalybeaie*    Impregnated  with  iron. 

Chert.  A  siliceous  mineral,  approaching  to  chalcedony,  flint 
and  hornstone.    It  is  usually  found  in  limestone. 

Chlorite.    A  soft  green  scaly  mineral,  slightly  unctuous* 

Chloritic  Slate.    Slate  containing  chlorite. 

Clinkstone.  A  slaty  feldspathic  or  basaltic  rock,  which  is  so- 
norous when  struck. 

Cleavage.  The  separation  of  the  laminae  of  rocks  and  mine- 
rals in  certain  constant  directions.  They  are  not  always  parallel 
to  the  planes  of  stratification,  but  are  often  mistaken  for  them. 

Coed  formation.  Coal  measures.  These  terms  are  consider- 
ed synonymous,  and  refer  to  the  great  deposite  of  coal  in  the  old* 
er  secondary  rocks,  which  has  been  called  the  "independent  coal 
formation."  There  are,  however,  deposites  of  carbonaceous  mat- 
ter in  all  the  geological  periods,  and  several  of  them  might  also 
be  called  coal  formations. 

Conformable.  When  strata  are  arranged  parallel  to  each  oth- 
er, like  the  leaves  of  a  book,  they  are  said  to  be  conformable. 
Other  strata  lying  across  the  edges  of  these  may  be  conformable 
among  themselves,  but  unconformable  to  the  first  set  of  strata. 

Conglomerate^  or  Puddingstone.  Rocks  composed  of  rounded 
masses,  pebbles  and  gravel  cemented  together  by  a  siliceous,  cal- 
careous, or  argillaceous  cement 

Cretaceous.    Belonging  to  the  chalk  formation. 

Crop  out  and  out  crop.  Terms  employed  by  geologists  and 
mining  engineers,  to  express  the  emergence  of  rock,  in  place,  on 
the  surface  of  the  earth  at  the  locality  where  it  is  said  to  crop 
out. 

Crystaline.  An  assemblage  of  imperfectly  defined  crystals, 
like  loaf  sugar  and  common  white  marble. 

Delta.    Alluvial  land  formed  at  the  mouths  of  rivers. 

Denudation.  A  term  used  to  express  the  bare  state  of  the 
rocks  over  which  currents  of  water  have  formerly  swept,  and 
laid  the  rocks  barCf  or  excavated  them  to  form  valleys  of  denu- 
dation. 

Deoxidize.    To  separate  oxygen  from  a  body. 

DetritiLs.  Broken  and  removed  portions  of  rock  which  have 
been  operated  upon  by  waters  or  the  atmosphere ;  frequently 
transported  by  currents  to  great  distances. 

Dykes.  A  kind  of  vein  intersecting  the  strata,  and  usually  fill- 
49 
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ed  with  some  unstratified  igneous  rock,  such  as  granite,  trap  or 
lava.  These  materials  arc  supposed  to  have  been  injected  in  a 
melted  state  into  great  rents  or  fissures  in  the  rocks. 

Diluvium  and  lOiluvion,  Deposites  of  boulders,  pebbles  and 
gravel,  which  many  geologists  have  supposed  were  produced  by 
a  diluvial  wave  or  deluge  sweeping  over  the  surface  of  the  earth. 

Dip.  Where  strata  are  not  horizontal,  the  direction  in  which 
their  planes  sink  or  plunge,  is  called  the  direction  of  the  dip,  and 
the  angle  of  inclination,  the  angle  of  dip. 

Dolomite,  A  magncsian  limestone  belonging  to  the  primary 
class.  It  is  usually  granular  in  its  structure,  and  of  a  friable  tex- 
ture. 

Dunes.     Sand  raised  into  hills  and  drifts  by  the  wind. 

EartKs  CrusL  The  superficial  parts  of  our  planet  which  arc 
accessible  to  human  observation. 

Eocene.  The  strata  deposited  during  the  oldest  of  the  tertiary 
epochs,  as,  for  example,  the  Paris  Basin. 

Estuaries,  Inlets  of  sea  into  the  land.  The  tides  and  fresh 
water  streams  mingle  and  flow  into  them.  They  include  not 
only  the  portion  of  the  sea  adjacent  to  the  mouths  of  rivers,  but 
extend  to  the  limit  of  tide  water  on  these  streams. 

Exuvia,     In  Geology,  fossil  remains. 

Fault,  A  dislocation  of  strata,  at  which  the  layers  on  one  side 
of  a  dyke  or  fissure  have  slidden  past  the  corresponding  ones  on 
the  other.     These  dislocations  are  often  accompanied  by  a  dyke. 

They  vary  from  a  few  lines  to  several  hundred  feet. 

Feldspar,  One  of  the  simple  minerals,  and  next  to  quartz,  one 
of  ihe  most  abundant  in  nature. 

FeiTuginous,     Containing  iron. 

Fluviatile,     Belonging  to  a  river. 

Formation,  A  group  of  rocks  which  were  formed  during  a 
particular  period,  or  which  are  referred  to  a  common  origin. 

Fossils,  The  remains  of  animals  and  planls  found  buried  in 
the  earth,  or  enclosed  in  rocks.  Some  of  these  are  but  slightly 
changed,  qthers  are  petrified  and  the  organic  replaced  by  mineral 
matter;  some  have  decayed  and  left  the  impression  of  the  bodies, 
while  others  have  been  formed  by  mineral  matter  deposited  in  the 
cavities  left  by  the  decay  of  the  organic  body.  These  last  are 
called  casts.  The  term  petrifaction  is  applied  to  those  cases  in 
which  organic  matter  has  been  replaced  by  mineral  substances. 
The  form  and  structure  of  the  original  body  both  remain.  In 
casts  the  exterior  form  alone  is  preserved.  Fossils  are  also  called 
organic  remains. 

FossUifeivus.    Containing  organic  remains. 

Gdena,     An  ore  of  lead  composed  of  lead  and  sulphur. 

Garnet.    A  simple  mineral,  which  is  usually  red  and  crystal-  • 
Used.    It  is  abundant  in  most  primitive  rocks. 
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Gneiss.  A  stratified  primary  rock,  composed  of  the  same  ma- 
terials as  granite,  but  the  mica  is  distributed  in  parallel  layers, 
which  give  it  a  striped  aspect. 

Creode,  Oeodiferous,  Geodes  are  small  cavities  in  rock,  ge- 
nerally lined  with  qiiartzose  or  calcareous  chrystals. 

Qeohgy.  A  science  which  has  for  its  object  to  investigate  the 
structure  of  the  earth,  the  materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  the 
manner  in  which  these  are  arranged,  with  regard  to  each  other : 
and  it  considers  the  action  of  all  natural  causes  in  producing 
changes,  such  as  the  efTects  of  frost,  rain,  floods,  tides,  currents, 
winds,  earthquakes  and  volcanoes. 

Economical  Creotogy  refers  to  the  applications  of  geological 
fiicts  and  observations  to  the  useful  purposes  of  civilized  life. 

Oranite.  An  unstratified  rock,  composed  generally  of  quartz, 
feldspar  and  mica,  and  it  is  usually  associated  with  the  oldest  of 
the  stratified  rocks. 

Graywacke,  Grauwacke.  A  group  of  strata  in  the  transition  of 
rocks  ;'  but  the  term  has  been  so  indefinitely  applied,  that  other 
names  will  probably  be  substituted. 

Greenstone,  A  trap  rock,  composed  of  hornblende  and  feld- 
spar. 

Grit,     A  coarse-grained  sandstone. 

Gypsum,  A  mineral*  composed  of  sulphuric  acid  and  lime,  and 
extensively  used  as  a  stimulant  manure,  and  for  making  stucco 
and  plaster  casts,  &c.     It  is  also  called  Plaster  of  Paris. 

Hornblende.  A  mineral  of  a  dark  green  or  black  color,  and 
which  is  a  constituent  part  of  greenstone. 

Hornstone.  A  siliceous  mineral,  approaching  to  flint  in  its  cha- 
racter. 

In  Situ.     In  their  original  position  where  they  were  formed. 

Laminae.  The  thin  layers  into  which  strata  are  divided,  but 
to  which  they  are  not  always  parallel. 

Lacustrine.  Belonging  to  a  lake.  Depositions  formed  in  an- 
cient as  well  as  modern  lakes,  are  called  lacustrine  deposites. 

Landslip,  It  is  the  removal  of  a  portion  of  land  down  an  in- 
clined surface.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the  presence  of  water  be- 
neath, which  eitlier  washes  away  the  support  of  the  superincum- 
bent mass,  or  so  saturates  the  materials,  that  they  become  a  slip- 
pery paste. 

Idne  of  bearing,  is  the  direction  of  the  intersection  of  the  planes 
of  the  strata  with  the  plane  of  the  horizon. 

Lignite.  Wood  naturally  carbonized  and  converted  into  a  kind 
of  coal  in  the  earth. 

Littoral.     Belonging  to  the  shore. 

Loam.     A  mixture  of  sand  and  clay. 

Mutual  Escarpment  A  rocky  clift'  with  a  face  nearly  vertical 
like  a  wall. 
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MammiUary.     A  surface  studded  with  smooth  small  a^ments . 
of  spheres  like  the  swell  of  the  breasts. 

Mammoth.     An  extinct  species  of  the  elephant. 

Marl  By  this  term  an  argillaceous  carbonate  of  lime  is  usu- 
ally implied.  By  custom,  its  signification  is  much  nK>re  extend- 
ed, and  means  mineral  substances,  which  act  as  stimulating  or  fer- 
tilizing manures.  There  are  clay  marls,  shell  marls,  and  various 
others. 

Marly  clay.    Clay  containing  carbonate  of  lime. 

Mastodon.  A  genus  of  extinct  fossil  animals  allied  to  the  de- 
phant.  They  are  so  called  from  the  form  of  the  grinders,  which 
have  their  surfaces  covered  with  conical  mammillary  crests. 

Matrix.  The  mineral  mass  in  which  a  »mple  mineral  is  im- 
bedded, is  called  its  Matrix  or  gangue* 

Megatherium,  A  fossil  extinct  quadruped  resembling  a  gigan- 
tic sloth. 

Medumical  origin^  Rocks  of.  Rocks  composed  of  sand,  peb- 
bles or  fragments,  are  so  called,  to  distinguish  them  from  those  of 
a  uniform  crystalline  texture,  which  are  of  chemical  origin. 

Mica.  A  simple  mineral  having  a  shining  silvery  surfacCr  and 
capable  of  being  split  into  very  thin  elastic  leaves  or  scales  The 
brilliant  scales  in  granite  and  gneiss  are  mica. 

Mica  Slate.  One  of  the  stratified  rocks  belonging  to  the  pri- 
mary class.  It  is  generally  fissile,  and  is  characterized  by  bein^ 
composed  of  mica  and  quartz,  of  which  the  former  either  predomi- 
nates, or  is  disposed  in  layers,  so  that  its  flat  surfaces  give  it  the 
appearance  of  predominating. 

Miocene,  One  of  the  deposites  of  the  tertiary  epoch.  It  is 
more  recent  than  the  eocene,  and  older  than  the  pliocene. 

MoUusca.  Molluscous  animals.  ''Animals,  such  as  shell  fish, 
which  being  devoid  of  bones,  have  soft  bodies." 

Mountain  Limestone.  '<A  series  of  limestone  strata,  of  which 
the  geological  position  is  immediately  below  the  coal  measures, 
and  with  which  they  also  sometimes  alternate." 

Muriate  of  Soda.    Common  salt. 

Naphtha.  A  fluid,  volatile,  inflammable  mineral,  which  is  com- 
mon in  volcanic  districts,  and  in  the  vicmity  of  the  salt  springs  of 
the  United  States. 

New  Red  Sandstone.  ''A  series  of  sandy  and  argillaceous,  and 
often  calcareous  strata,  the  prevailing  color  of  which  is  brick 
red,  but  containing  portions  which  are  greenish  grey.  These 
occur  often  in  spots  and  stripes,  so  that  the  series  has  sometimes 
been  called,  the  variegated  sandstone.  The  European,  so  called, 
lies  in  a  geological  position  inunediately  above  the  coal  mea- 
sures.*' 
Nodule,    A  rounded  ^regular  shaped  lump  or  mass. 
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Old  Bed  Sandstone*  **A  stratified  rock,  belonging  to  the  car- 
boniferous sroup  of  Europe." 

Odite^  odiiic.  **A  limestone,  so  named,  because  it  is  composed 
of  rounded  particles  like  the  roe  or  eggs  of  fish.  The  name  is 
also  applied  to  a  large  group  of  strata  characterized  by  peculiar 
ibssib." 

Organic  remains.    See  FhssUs. 

Ortkoceratite.  The  remains  of  an  extinct  genus  of  molluscous 
animals,  called  Cephalopoda.  The  orthoceratites  are  long  straight 
conical  chambered  shells. 

Outcrop.    See  Crop  out. 

Out'hers.  Hills  or  ranges  of  rock  strata,  occurii^  at  some 
distance  from  the  general  mass  of  the  formations  to  which  they 
belong.  Many  of  these  hove  been  caused  by  denudation,  having 
removed  parts  of  the  strata  which  once  connected  the  out-liers 
with  the  main  mass  of  the  formation. 

Oxide.  A  combination  of  oxygen  with  another  body.  The 
term  is  usually  limited  to  such  combinations  as  do  not  present  ac- 
tive acid  or  alkaline  properties. 

Palaeontology.    A  science  which  treats  of  fossil  remains. 

Pisolite.  A  calcareous  mineral,  composed  of  rounded  concre- 
tions like  peas. 

Pliocene.  The  upper,  or  more  recent  tertiary  strata.  This 
group  of  strata  is  divided  into  the  older  and  newer  pliocene 
rocks. 

Petroleum.  A  lk[uid  mineral  pitch.  It  is  common  in  the 
re^n  of  salt  springs  in  the  United  States. 

Porphyry.  A  term  applied  to  every  species  of  unstratified 
rock,  m  which  detatcbed  crystals  of  feldspar  are  diffused  through 
a  compact  base  of  other  mineral  composition. 

Producttis.    An  extinct  genus  of  fossil  bivalve  shells. 

Plastic  clay.  One  of  the  beds  of  the  Eocene  period.  The 
plastic  clay  formation  is  mostly  composed  of  sands  with  associate 
beds  of  clay. 

Pudding  stone.    See  Conglomerate. 

Pyrites.  A  mineral  composed  of  sulphur  and  iron.  It  is 
usually  of  a  brass  yellow,  brilliant,  often  crystalized»  and  frequent- 
ly mistaken  for  gold. 

Qtusrtz.  A  simple  mineral,  composed  of  silex.  Eock  crystal 
is  an  example  of  this  mineral. 

Bock.  All  mineral  beds,  whether  of  sand,  clay,  or  firmly 
aggregated  masses,  are  called  rocks. 

Sandstone.    A  rock  composed  of  aggregated  grains  of  sand* 
Saurians.    Animals  belonging  to  the  lizard  tribe. 
ScKst.    Slate. 

Seams.  **Ttia  layers  which  separate  strata  of  greater  auigni<- 
tude." 
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Secondary  Strata.  <'An  extensive  series  of  the  stratified  rocks, 
v^hich  compose  the  crust  of  the  globe,  with  certain  characters  in 
common*  which  distinguish  them  from  anothdr  series  below  them, 
called  primary,  and  another  above  them,  called  tertiary." 

Sedimentary  Hocks — Are  those  which  have  been  formed  by 
their  materials  having  been  thrown  down  from  a  state  of  suspen- 
sion or  solution  in  water. 

Selenite.    Crystalized  gypsum. 

Septaria,  Flattened  balls  of  stone,  which  have  been  more  or 
less  cracked  in  different  directions,  and  cemented  together  by  mi- 
neral matter  which  fills  the  fissures. 

Serpentine.  A  rock  composed  principally  of  hydrated  sihcate 
of  magnesia.     It  is  generally  an  unstratified  rock. 

Shale.    An  indurated  slaty  clay,  which  is  very  fissile. 

Shell  Marl — Fresh  water  Shell  Marl.  A  deposite  of  fresh  wa- 
ter shells,  which  have  disintegrated  into  a  grey  or  white  pulveru- 
lent mass. 

Shingle.  The  loose  water-worn  gravel  and  pebbles  on  shores 
and  coasts. 

Silex.  The  name  of  one  of  the  pure  earths  which  is  the  base 
of  flint,  quartz,  and  most  sands  and  sandstone. 

Siliceous.     Containing  silex. 

Silt.  **  The  more  comminuted  sand,  clay  and  earth,  which  is 
transported  by  running  water." 

Simple  Minerals — Are  composed  of  a  single  mineral  substance. 
Rocks  are  generally  aggregates  of  several  simple  minerals  ce- 
mented together. 

Slate.     A  rock  dividing  into  thin  layers. 

Stalactite.  Concreted  carbonate  of  lime,  hanging  from  the 
roofs  of  caves,  and  like  icicles  in  form. 

Stalagmites.  Crusts  and  irregular  shaped  masses  of  concreted 
carbonate  of  lime,  formed  on  the  floors  of  caves  by  deposites  from 
the  dripping  of  water. 

Stratification.     An  arrangement  of  rocks  in  strata. 

Strata.     Layers  of  rock  parallel  to  each  other* 

Stratum.     A  layer  of  rocks ;  one  of  the  strata. 

Strike.  The  direction  in  which  the  edges  of  strata  crop  out 
It  is  synonymous  with  line  of  bearing. 

Syenite  and  Sienite.  A  granitic  rock,  in  which  hornblende 
replaces  the  mica. 

Sinclinal  line  and  Synclinal  axis.  When  the  strata  dip  down- 
ward in  opposite  directions,  like  the  sides  of  a  gutter. 

Talus.  In  geology»  a  sloping  heap  of  broken  rocks  and  stones 
at  the  foot  of  many  cliffs. 

Tertiary  Strata.  "  A  series  of  sedimentary  rocks,  with  cha- 
racters which  distinguish  them  from  two  other  great  series  of 
strata — ^the  secondary  and  primary — which  lie  beneath  them*" 
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Testacea.    ''Molluscous  animals,  having  a  shelly  covering/' 

Tepid.    Warm. 

Thermal.    Hot. 

Thin  out  Strata  which  diminish  in  thickness  until  they  disap- 
pear, are  said  to  thin  out. 

Trap — Trappean  Rocks,  Ancient  volcanic  rocks,  composed  of 
feldspar,  hornblende  and  augite.  Basalt,  greenstone,  amygdaloid 
and  dolomite,  are  trap  rocks. 

Travertin.  **A  concretionary  limestone,  hard  and  semi-crys- 
taline,  depos'ted  from  the  water  of  springs.'' 

Tufa  Calcareous.  "A  porous  rock,  deposited  by  calcareous 
waters  on  exposure  to  air,  and  usually  containing  portions  of 
plants  and  other  organic  substances  incrustcd  with  carbonate  of 
lime.'* 

Tufaceous.     A  texture  of  rock  like  that  of  tuff. 

Tuff  or  Tufa,  "  An  Italian  name  for  a  volcanic  rock  of  an 
earthy  texture." 

Unconfoimahle.     See  conformable. 

Veins.  Cracks  and  fissures  in  rocks  filled  with  stony  or  metal- 
lic matter.    Most  of  the  ores  are  obtained  from  metallic  veins. 

Zoophytes.  Coral  sponges  and  other  aquatic  animals  allied  to 
them. 


(No.  13.) 

Communication  from  the  President  of  the  Michigan 
t!?tato  Bank,  relative  to  moneys  advanced  Public 
Officers,  &/C. 

MicmGAN  State  Bank, 
Detroit,  FeVy  5,  1839. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  to  the  Senate,  in 
obedience  to  a  call  made  on  the  30th  ult.,  a  statement  of  the 
amounts  advanced  public  officers,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing each  advance,  as  near  as  the  same  is  known  to  me,  as  per 
statement  annexed. 

During  the  years  1837  and  '38,  the  acting  commissioners  of 
internal  improvement  were  allowed  from  time  to  time  to  draw 
their  drafts  upon  the  bank  to  meet  their  paymentSi  as  commis- 
sioners, which  drafts  were  generally  made  good  by  the  check  of 
the  State  Treasurer.  This  course  was  absolutely  necessary  in 
many  cases,  and  considered  by  the  bank  officers  perfectly  justifi- 
able.' 

For  particulars  in  regard  to  the  amount  advanced  J.  B.  Hunt, 
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Esq.  acting  commissioner,  I  would  respectrully  refer  yon  to  bis 
printed  report  of  tlie  current  year,  to  the  president  of  the  board 
of  internal  improvement  commissioners. 

The  amount  advanced  D.  C.  McKinstry,  Esq.  was  in  the  ordi- 
nary prosecution  of  his  duties  as  acting  commissioner,  and  which, 
I  have  been  recently  informed,  will  nearly  or  quite  be  liquidated 
by  claims  which  Mr.  McKinstry  has  now  in  progress  of  settle- 
ment with  the  present  board  of  commissioners. 

The  advances  made  to  the  commissioners  superintending  the 
erection  of  the  state  prison,  were  made  at  their  urgent  soUcita- 
tion  and  representation,  that  the  amount  they  wished  advanced 
was  absolutely  necessary  to  render  useful  to  the  state  the  sum 
which  had  already  been  expended. 

The  advance  to  J.  D.  Pierce,  Esq.  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  was  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  that  ofGcer  to  com- 
plete the  distribution  to  the  several  counties  of  the  amounts  due 
them  respectively,  for  the  support  of  primary  schools,  and  was 
considered  at  the  time,  as  only  anticipating  the  dues  to  hb  depart- 
ment  for  interest  accruing  on  lands  sold ;  a  part  of  which  nave 
since  been  received  and  placed  to  his  credit. 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  inquiring  how  the  877,000,  as  re- 
ported by  the  bank  commissioners,  has  been  advanced,  the  number 
of  individuals  to  whom  advanced,  when  advanced,  the  security 
therefor,  the  authority  for  advancing  it,  and  whether  it  was  ad- 
vanced out  of  any  of  the  funds  of  the  state, — ^the  undersigned 
believes  the  Senate  will  deem  sufficient  and  satisfactory  his 
statement,  that  the  advances  comprising  this  sum,  were  made 
upon  satisfactory  security  furnished  to  the  bank,  and  are  consi- 
dered as  a  part  of  its  current  business,  for  which  the  state  is  in 
no  manner  liable,  nor  the  funds  in  deposite  to  the  state  in  any 
pledged  for  their  payment. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

F.  H.  STEEVENS,  President. 
Honorable  E.  Mundy, 

President  Senate. 

Advances  made  to  Public  Officers  by  the  Michigan  State  Bank  <xs 
per  statement  of  2lst  January^  1889. 

To  James  B.  Hunt,  acting  commissioner  of  inter- 
nal improvement,  in  the  month  of  March,  1838,     829,947  00 

To  D.  C.  McKinstry,  acting  commissioner  inter- 
nal improvement,  balance  between  commence- 
ment of  account  to  expiration  of  his  office,  as 
commissioner,  4,270  37 

To  Porter  and  Gibson,  state  prison  commissioners, 
between  September  23,  1838,  and  January  10, 
1839.  23,858  87 
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To  J.  D.  Pieroe»  Superinteadeot  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion, amce  Ist  January,  1839,  14,778  89 
Amount  paid  since  statement  of  above  date,  771  69 

•72,526  32 
F-  H.  STEEVENS,  Presiderd. 
Honorable  E.  Mviidt, 

President  of  Senate. 


(Na  14.) 

Report  of  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  Railroad 

Company. 

To  the  Hon.  Epwakd  Mitn dy, 

President  of  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  MiMgan. 

The  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  transnoit  to  the  legislature  their  annual  report 

The  company  would  at  the  same  time,  respectfully  refer  to  the 
resolution  now  pending  before  the  Senate,  authorizing  the  transfer 
from  the  internal  improvement  fund  to  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecum- 
seh railroad  fund,  of  the  balance  of  the  loan  made  by  the  state  to 
this  company,  and  beg  leave  to  present  to  your  honorable  body 
the  facts  in  the  case. 

The  loan  having  been  granted  to  the  company  by  the  state 
upon  such  conditions  as  the  legislature  thought  proper  to  impose, 
the  conditions  were  fully  complied  with,  amply  securing  to  the 
state  the  repayment  of  the  money  with  semi-annual  interest; 
fifty  thousand  dollars  of  the  loan  was  received  the  last  summer, 
and  the  assurance  was  had  of  the  receipt  of  the  whole  of  the 
balance  by  the  first  of  January  last.  The  company,  to  indem- 
nify themselves  for  the  interest  accruing  on  the  money  not  wanted 
for  immediate  use,  made  propositions  to  several  banks  to  receive 
it  in  deposite,  allowing  interest  on  such  amount  as  should  remain 
in  deposite,  and  to  disburse  for  the  company  as  they  should  re- 
quire. 

An  arrangement  was  finally  efl^ted  with  the  Bank  of  Tecum- 
seh, at  seven  per  cent  interest,  upon  the  agreement  that  a  pro- 
portionate part  of  the  disbursements  shoula  be  made  out  of  the 
remainder  of  the  state  loan,  the  bank  refusing  to  enter  into  the 
arrangement  if  required  immediately  to  disburse  the  whole 
amount  of  the  expenditures  of  the  compcmy.  The  arrangements 
for  prosecuting  the  works  on  the  railroad  have  been  made  with  a 
view  to  economize  in  the  expense  of  engineering,  by  avoiding  a 
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protracted  system  of  operation^  (the  yearly  expense  of  that  de- 
partment being  the  same,  whether  more  or  less  work  is  done  on 
the  road,)  and  having  the  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  provided 
for,  almost  the  entire  work  is  under  contract  and  is  now  progress- 
ing accordingly,  with  great  despatch,  and  the  faith  and  responsi- 
bility of  the  company  is  pledged  to  the  contractors,  upon  the  faith 
of  the  state  pledged  to  the  company,  the  payments  to  be  made 
for  the  work  upon  monthly  estimates.  The  company  are  inform- 
ed that  by  some  inadvertence  of  the  Governor  or  Treasurer,  the 
forty  thousand  dollars  remaining  of  the  loan  was  not  passed  to 
the  credit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  fund  on  the  1st 
January  last,  which  renders  it  necessary  to  have  the  sanction  of 
the  legislarure  now,  to  transfer  that  amount  from  the  internal  im- 
provement fund,  and  unless  that  transfer  is  made,  the  compaoy 
cannot  receive  it  before  April  or  May.  In  the  present  condition 
of  the  work,  should  the  company  be  subject  to  this  delay,  they 
will  be  subject  to  great  embarrassment  and  sacrifice,  and  the  con^ 
tractors  to  great  disappointment ;  tor  the  company  could  not 
meet  its  engagements.  The  bank  with  which  their  deposites  are 
made,  refuses  to  advance  contrary  to  the  agreement,  which  only 
requires  a  proportionate  part,  being  disposed  to  guard  its  own  in- 
terest and  safety,  and  that  of  the  public  in  the  present  excited 
state  of  public  "feeling  about  banks,  by  curtailing  its  circulation 
instead  of  increasing  it,  and  consequently  the  question  is  now 
proposed  to  the  Senate  whether  the  funds  granted  by  the  state 
and  fully  secured  by  the  company,  shall  be  withheld  at  the  loss 
of  the  interest  to  the  state,  without  any  advantage,  and  contrary 
to  the  faith  pledged  to  the  company,  and  the  company  be  com- 
pelled to  violate  their  contraf^ts  and  be  subjected  to  the  conse- 
quent sacrifice.  The  company  have  not  presented  any  petition 
or  asked  of  the  legislature  the  exercise  of  their  liberality  in  mak- 
ing any  new  grant,  nor  have  they  deemed  necessary  to  employ 
agents  in  any  manner  to  press  the  subject  upon  the  legislature, 
but  simply  ask  that  the  state  officers  may  be  enabled,  by  the  con- 
sent of  the  legislature,  to  fulfil  to  the  company  what  they  would 
have  done  of  right,  but  for  inadvertence,  and  what  the  state  has 
alreadv  guaranteed. 

S.  BLANCHARD,  President  Company. 
rf,  L.  Spafpoed,  Secretary. 
Tecumseh,  February  2,  1889. 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Tbe  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  company,  in  pursuance 
of  the  provisions  contained  in  their  charter,  and  also  in  the  act 
entitled  *'  An  act  authorizing  the  luan  of  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti  and 
Tecumseh  railroad  company,"  respectfully  report  to  the  legislature 
the  following  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  said 
company,  including  the  cost  of  said  road  already  paid  by  the  said 
company*  to  wit  t 

Receipts. 

Amoont  received  on  account  of  the  state  loan,  •60^000  00 

Expenditures. 

For  the  right  of  way  for  the  railroad,  4,813  21 

grubbing,  clearing  and  grading,  5,138  77 

timber,  &c.  for  superstructure,  5,666  78 

expenses  of  engineering  and  contingencies,  6,825  45 

•21,459  21 
Add  interest  on  loan  paid  State  Treasurer,  1,530  00 


•22,989  21 
Da^  February  12,  1839. 

S.  BLANCHARD,  President  and  Director. 
S.  L.  SPAFFORD,  Director. 
G.  W.  JERMAIN,  Treasurer. 

State  ot  MichioaN} 

Leruxwee  County. 

I,  Ebenezer  Anderson,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
said  county,  hereby  certify  that  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  Januanr, 
1839,  Stilman  Blanchard,  Samuel  L.  Spafford,  and  George  W. 
Jermain,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  foregoing  report, 
appeared  before  me  and  made  oath  that  the  facts  stated  in  said 
report  are  true. 

EB.  ANDERSON,  Justice  cf  the  Peace. 

Ikcumseh,  ISth  Feb.  1839. 
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(No- 15.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Incorporations^  relative 
to  the  Berrien  county  mutual  insurance  company. 

The  committee  on  incorporations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  certain  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Berrien,  praying 
for  an  act  incorporating  the  Berrien  county  mutual  insurance 
company,  ask  leave  to  submit  their  report 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  said  bill  and  petition, 
and  given  it  that  deliberation  which  it  should  receive,  and  would 
respectfully  submit  their  views  in  relation  to  it. 

The  object  to  be  obtained,  as  set  forth  in  the  petition,  is  to  form 
a  mutual  insurance  company  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  in 
which  it  is  located,  against  the  loss  of  property  by  fire. 

Your  committee  believes  there  are  good  and  valid  objections 
why  the  prayer  of  the  petition  should  not  be  granted. 

First  If  the  object  is  to  protect  agEiinst  losses  under  the  mutual 
insurance  plan,  your  committee  believes,  that  a  county  society 
would  be  inadequate  to  the  object  to  be  attained.  In  c^se  of  se- 
vere loss,  the  amount  to  be  raised  would  subject  the  members  of 
the  mutual  insurance  company  to  inordinate  taxation  promptly 
to  raise  the  means,  which,  if  not  raised,  would  defeat  the  whole 
object  of  the  insured ;  thereby  the  very  benefits  to  be  derived 
would  be  wholly  lost.  There  are  other  objections  to  the  granting 
of  other  acts  for  this  purpose ;  there  are  now  three  acts  df  incor- 
poration for  similar  purposes*  with  power  to  establish  agencies  in 
any  and  every  portion  of  this  state.    Notwithstanding  the  long 

Eeriod  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  these  acLs  of  incorporation 
ave  been  passed,  published  and  incorporated  in  our  statute  book, 
your  committee  believe  they  grant  but  few  policies  of  insurance 
compared  vrith  foreign  agencies  among  us.  It  would  naturally 
be  inquired  why  it  is  7  The  only  reason  that  suggests  itself  to  the 
committee  is,  that  from  too  frequent  legislation  upon  this  subject, 
that  the  people  have  no  confidence  in  the  acts  of  incorporation  or 
the  corporators,  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of  the  legislature,  in 
granting  them  these  special  privileges;  and  if  this  is  the  case, 
your  committee  can  see  no  reason  why  another  act  should  be  add- 
ed to  the  list 

If  the  system  of  mutual  insurance  be  good,  which  your  com- 
mittee believe  it  to  be,  they  can  see  no  cause  for  creating  a  new 
act,  when  the  object  can  be  attained  through  an  agency  of  those 
already  established.  By  adding  one  act  of  incorporation  to  an- 
other, on  the  mutual  insurance  plan,  destroys  the  usefulness  of  all. 
By  the  division,  the  several  companies  or  members  thereof  ai« 
liable  to  greater  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  carrying  out  the 
objects  and  intentions  of  the  legislature.    In  case  of  losses  their 
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taxation  is  much  greater  and  destroys  the  whole  system  of  miUual 
insuraDce,  which  depends  upon  eacJi  individual  insurance  through 
the  whole  state  for  its  success.  There  are  still  other  objections : 
that  is,  the  expenses  incurred  to  the  state  from  the  continual  a|>- 
plications  to  the  legislature  for  these  special  monopolies,  the  time 
oi  the  members  occupied,  the  expenses  of  printing  incurred,  the 
laws  passed,  and  after  their  passage  they  remain  a  dead  letter 
upon  the  statute  book,  their  existence  only  known  by  a  reference 
to  it,  except  perhaps  a  committee  of  the  legislature  is  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  frauds  and  abuses  committed  upon  the  public 
by  means  of  its  chartered  privileges. 

It  is  by  a  system  of  indiscriminate  legislation  that  these  acts 
are  suffered  to  remain  inoperative.  It  creates  a  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  minds  of  those  who  w.'sh  to  be  insured,  and  the  very 
natural  inquiry  arises  in  reference  to  the  ability  of  the  corpora- 
tion to  meet  the  losses  sustained  when  it  is  insured  in  a  county 
mutual  insurance  office ;  whereas,  if  insured  by  the  state  mutual 
insurance  company  through  an  agency,  it  is  bringing  the  whole 
people  of  the  whole  state  mto  one  general  compact  to  assist  and 
protect  one  another.  Such  then,  your  committee  believe,  ought 
to  be  the  object  and  policy  of  the  legislature ;  in  all  cases,  not  to 
grant  any  acts  of  incorporation  where  the  same  ends  can  be  ob- 
tained without  it,  unless  the  necessity  of  the  case  demands  it, 
which  a  majority  of  your  committee  cannot  conceive  to  be  the 
present  application,  believing  as  they  do,  that  in  granting  the  act 
itself,  it  would  be  wholly  inadequate  to  the  objects  sought  for, 
and  have  instructed  me,  as  their  chairman,  to  oiler  the  following 
resolution : 

Resoivedf  That  the  committee  on  incorporations  report  this 
bill  back  without  amendment,  and  recommend  that  the  same 
should  not  be  passed. 


(No.  16.) 

Report  in  part  of  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness. 

The  committtee  on  unfinished  business  ask  leave  to  report  in 
part. 

That  among  the  various  subjects,  which  at  different  times  en- 
ga^d  the  attention  of  the  Senate  during  the  last  session,  but . 
which  from  want  of  time  or  other  cause,  did  not  receive  the  final 
action  of  the  legislature,  those,  a  list  of  which  is  hereto  subjoined, 
firom  their  intrinsic  importance^  merit  the  early  consideration  of 
the  Senate. 
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Your  committee  ask  leave  to  present  them  now,  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  reserving  the  power  to  make  further  report, 
as  from  time  to  time  their  researches  may  enable  them  to  disco- 
ver the  condition  of  other  important,  but  unfinished  business  of 
the  last  session. 

And  first  in  the  list,  your  committee  would  present  for  the  re- 
newed considei-ation  of  the  Senate, 

1st.  The  report  of  the  committee  on  finance,  upon  certain 
resolutions,  introduced  in  the  Senate  March  31,  1888,  relative  to 
a  reduction  of  salaries  and  compensations,  and  a  more  strict  ac- 
countability on  the  part  of  public  ofiUcers,  &c.  which  report, 
(Document  No.  51,)  was  on  the  sixth  April,  1838,  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  the  Senate.  (See  Senate  Journal,  342, 
375,  423.) 

2d.  A  certain  resolution  and  preamble  concerning  the  com- 
petency of  certain  officers  under  the  authority  of  this  state,  to  be 
voted  tor  and  received  as  members  of  the  legislature  of  Michi- 
gan, which  resolution  does  not  seem  to  have  received  the  delibe- 
rate attention  of  the  Senate.     (See  Senate  Journal,  392,  393.) 

3d.  A  bill  relative  to  the  stale  library.  (See  Senate  Journal, 
8860 

4th.  A  bill  further  to  regulate  the  practice  of  courts  of  record 
in  this  state.     (See  Senate  Journal,  378.) 

5th.  A  bill  to  create  a  board  of  commissioners  of  loans. 
(See  Senate  Journal,  389,  391.) 

6th.  A  joint  resolution  to^  require  annual  reports  from  the 
several  clerks  of  the  courts  of  record  in  this  state,  concerning  the 
number  of  suits  pending  therein,  &c.  (See  Senate  Journal, 
236.) 

7th.  A  resolution  and  report  thereon  concerning  drains  and 
ditches,  through  flat,  marshy  and  low  grounds.  (See  Senate 
Journal,  128, 179.) 


(No.  17.) 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment, exhibiting  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  mem- 
bers thereof. 

QfUCB  of  iMTBRIfikL  iMFROVEBOillT,  ) 

Deirom  February  21,  1839.      \ 
7b  ihn  Presidettt  of  the  Senate  : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  passed  on  the 
^20th  instant,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  a 
certified  statement,  shewing  the  amount  paid  to  each  of  the  mem- 
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bors  of  the  board  of  iDternal  improvement,  from  the  first  orga- 
nization of  said  board  to  the  20th  of  February,  1839,  as  appears 
from  the  books  of  this  office. 
I  am, 

With  much  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

E.  H.  LOTHROP, 
President  cfffie  Board  of  hit  Iwp. 


Statement  shewing  the  amount  paid  to  the  Members  of  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  of  Internal  Improvement,  from  the  organiza' 
tion  of  said  board  to  the  20th  of  February,  1839. 

Jusiua  Burdick. 

1837. 
May  19.    For  20  days'  services  as 
commissioner,    at    93 
per  diem,  900  00 

290  miles  travel,  42  75 

9102  75 

Sept.  7.     15    days    services    as 
commissioner,    at   93 


per  diem,  945  00 

290  miles  travel,  42  75 

1838. 
June  6.    47  days'  services  as  com- 

missioner,93  per  diem,914l  00 
840  miles  travel,  126  00 


Apr.  7.    97  days'  services  as  com- 

mi6sioner,$3  per  dicm,9291  00 
200  miles  travel,  30  00 


John  M.  Barbour. 

1837. 
May  19.  For  19  days*  services  as 
commissioner,  93  per 
diem,  957  00 

360  miles  travel,  54  00 


87  75 


207  00 


321  00 

9778  50 


9111  00 


Carried  forward. 
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Brought  forward,  •  ) 

Sept  7.  For  14  days'  services  as 
oommissionen  98  per 
diem,  942  00 

360  miles  travel,  54  00 

96  00 

1838. 
Jan'y  6.  46  daya^  services  as  com* 

misaioner,83  per  diem,9138  00 
980  miles  travel,  147  00 

385  00 

Apr.  7.   97  days'  services  as  com- 

missioner,83  per  diemt9291  00 
240  miles  travel,  36  00 

827  00 


•819  00 
June  26.  For  balance  due  him  for  services 
as  auditor  of  board,  91,250  per 
annum,  431  00 


David  C*  McKinstry* 

1837. 
May  19.   For  19  days'  services  as 
commissioner,  at  93  per 
diem,  957  00 

1388. 
Jan'y  6.   51  days'  services  as  com- 
missioner, at   93   per 
diem,  9153  00 

760  miles  travel,  114  00 

267  00 

Apr.  7.  31  days'  services  as  com- 
missioner, at  93  per 
diem,  93  00 


9417  00 
1839. 
Feb.  19.   For  services  as  acting  commis- 
sioner, from  May  20,  to  Oct 
20,  1837,  at  91,250  per  an- 
num, 520  84 


1,250  00 


937  84 


Carried  forward,  9 
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Brought  forward,  .    9 

Hart  1*4  StewarL 
1837. 
May  19.  For  19  dajr#  Mftices  as 
commissioner,  at  98 
per  diem,  f  57  00 

400  miles  travel,  60  00 

-^ —  wn  od 

Sept  7*  15  days  services  as 
commissioner,  at  93 
per  diemi  945  00 

400  miles  travel,  60  00 

*— 105  00 

1836. 
Jan^y  6^        51   days'  services  as 
commissicMier,  at  93 
per  diem,  9153  06 

1,040  miles  travel,        156  00 

309  00 

April  7.  97  days'  services  as 
commissioner,  at  '93 
per  diem,  391  00 

260  miles  travel.  39  00 

-»- 380  00 

•— =—  86i  Od 
1838. 
Jan'y  23.  Services  as  agent  in 
procuring  releases  on 
the  central  raiboad, 
80  days,  at  three  doi- 
lars  per  diem,  9240  00 

Expenses  of  adf  and 
horse  during  that 
time,  9215  17 

Use  of  horse  80  days^  at 

50  cts.  per  diemy         40  00 
Recording  deeds,  3  00 

9258  17 


Gardner  D.  Wmiam. 
1837. 
Sept.  7.  For   15  days  services  as 
eommissioner,  at  93 

Carried  forward^ 
51 


498  If 
•1,85V  17 
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Brought  forward, 

per  diem»      $46  00 
400  miles  travel,  60  00 

-^^ »106  00 

1888. 
Jan'y  6.        23  days'  ftervicei  as 
commissioner,  at  #3 
per  diem^     060  00 
709  miles  tra- 
vel, 120  00 


189  00 


April  7.       97    days'  services  as 
^DBunissioiier,  at  03 
per  diem,  0291  00 
160    miles  tra- 
vel, 24  00 

g^*- 816  00 

0609  00 
Jan'y  28.      Services  as  agent  on 
the  Saginaw  oauai, 
98  days,  at  three  dol- 
lars per  diem0294  00 
Bxpenses  of  self 

and  horse,     245  00 
Serv's  for  horse 
34  days,  at  50 
cents*  per 
diem,  1*  00 

— -— .    656  00 

-^-»-«^01»166  00 
James  B^  BmU. 
1837. 
May  19.     Services  as  oommisiiion- 
er,  19  days,  at  08 
per  diem,     057   00 
60  miles  travel,    9  00 

066  00 

Services  as  acting  com- 
missioner from  May 
17th,  1837,  to  May 
17tb,  1888)  paid  by 
warrant  of  JJ.  Alden, 
auditor  board  int  im* 

Carried  forward. 
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Brought,  forwardr 


1^50  00 


May  19.  For  services  as  acting  couv 
roissioner  from  May 
17th,  1838,  to  Jarfy 
17tb,1830,  8  months,  .  . 
at  Sl^S^O  per  aa- 
DUm,  833  32 

Less  4  days,  dedftctec} 
by  auditor  gweral,      13  99 


1,316  GO 


819  63 


1837. 
May  19. 


Xetn  S.  Humphrey. 

19  days^  services  as 
commissioner,  at  98 
per  diem,      $57  00 

80  miles  travel,  IS  00 


•69  00 


1888. 

June  37, 


Services  as  acting  com- 
missioner from  May 
19, 1837,  to  May  19, 
1888,  one  year,        1,250  00 


JEdtoin  JGT*  LofStrop, 


34  days'  services  as 
commissioner,  at  93 
per  day,      9102  00 

680  miles  tra- 
vel,  102  00 


Sept  Ih  8  days'  services  as  com- 
missioner, at  88  per 
diem,  $24  00 

820  miles  tra- 
vel, 48  00 


f 204  00 


Oct  23.  For  5  dajs  services  as  com- 
missioner at  83  per 
day,  15  00 

820  miles  travel,  48  00 


72  00 


Carried  forward,  f 
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Brought  forwaid,  •  • 

63  08 

18S9. 
Jan'y  18.      1    day's    services    as 
comtrtissioQer,  at  83 
per  diem,         3  00 
160  miles  travel,  d4  00 

37  00 

Feb.  4.  Services  as  commis- 
sioner from  Jan'y  4, 
to  date,  1  month,        104  16 


Lansing  B.  MRxncr. 

1839. 

Jan'yl4.     32  days'    services   as 

commissioner,   from 

IM[aylst,toSept.ll, 

1838,  at  three  dollars 

per  diem,      $96  GO 

2  days'  travel,      6  00 

$102  00 

Jan.  14.  For  services  as  aqting  com- 
missioner, to  13th 
June,  1838,  1  month 
and  13  days,  8114  25 

Carried  forward,  • 


470  16 


Hiram  Alden. 

Services  as  acting  commissioner 
from  June  14,  to  November  14, 
1838,  five  months,  520  85 

Wmiam  A.  BurL 

1838. 

May  17.      8    days'    services   as 

commissioner,  at  93 

per  diem,        24  00 

30  miles  travel,    4  50 

$28  60 

Services  as  acting  com* 
missioner  from  May 
13,  to  Dec.  31, 1838, 
in  all,  7|  months,        807  32 


835  82 
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Brought  forward,  •  *  • 

Services  as  acting  com- 
'  missioner  from  Nov. 

26,  to  Dec.  81,1938, 
35  days,  105  00 

i219  25 

21  days'  services  on 
committee  to  settle 
damages  on  central 
railroad,  WS  00 

17  days'  travel,  51  00 

.     114  00 

Feb'y.  11.  31  days'  services  as 
commissioner,  from 
Ist  to  31st  Jan'y  in- 
clasive,  93  00 

•528  25 

Rix  Robinson, 
1838. 
May  17.      3  days'  services  as  com- 
missioner, at  83  per 
diem,  fO  00 

*480  miles  travel,  72  00 

Wl  00 

Sept  11.  10  days'  attendance  at 
meetings  of  board  in 
May,  not  included  in 
above  account,  $30  00 

Services  as  acting  com- 
missioner from  May 
;  19>  to  Sept.  9,  inclu- 

avc,  382  69 

412  69 

493  69 


•11,793  91 


•This  account  has  been  paid  by  a  warrant  of  Hiram  Alden, 
auditor  of  the  board,  but  is  not  yet  countersigned  by  the  Auditor 
General,  and  has  not  yet  been^paid  from  the  treasury. 

I  certify  the  foregoing  statement  to  be  correct,  as  appears  by 
the  books  of  the  board  of  internal  improvement. 

A.  H.  ADAMS, 
Bock-keeper  Board  I^»  ImpU. 
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(No.  18.) 

Report  of  the  Select  Committee  on  the  bill  to  set  off 
real  estate  under  execution,  &c. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  set  off 
real  estate  under  execution  at  a  just  appraised  value,  respectrully 
report. 

That  they  have  had  the  bill  referred  to  them  under  attentive 
consideration,  as  to  both  its  principles  and  details. 

The  bill  proposes  to  enact,  that  whenever  the  creditor,  in  any 
judgment  obtained  in  a  court  of  record,  shall  choose  to  issue  his 
execution  and  to  levy  on  the  roal  estate  of  his  ju4gnaent  debtor, 
the  same  shall  be  set  off  to  him  at  a  just  appraised  value,  towards 
satisfaction  of  his  execution,  free  of  all  right  of  redemption  on 
the  part  of  the  debtor,  instead  of  being  sold  by  the  sheriff  at 
public  sale  as  formerly.  The  mode  in  which  this  shall  be  done, 
as  pointed  out  by  the  bill,  is,  that  the  sheriff;  after  the  levy  has 
been  made,  shall  give  the  same  public  notice  of  it,  as  he  now  does 
of  his  public  sale  of  lands  under  execution.    At  the  time  and 

filace  designated  in  such  notice,  three  appraisers,  reputable  free- 
olders  of  the  vicinity,  shall  be  chosen,  one  by  the  creditor,  another 
by  the  debtor,  and  the  third  or  middle  man  by  the  sheriff  having 
charge  of  the  writ  These  appraisers  are  to  be  sworn  to  make 
a  fair,  just  and  true  appraisement  of  the  real  estate  to  be  exhibited 
to  them  as  the  subject  of  the  levy,  and  when  so  sworn,  they  are 
to  proceed  to  make  such  an  appraisement  and  to  set  off  the  real 
estate  so  appraised  to  the  creditor,  in  satisfaction  of  his  demand. 
This  is  the  principle  of  the  bill.  Its  details  provide  with  some 
particularity  for  carrying  out  this  principle.  As  this  bill,  if  pass- 
ed into  a  law,  will  supersede  the  present  mode  of  satisfying 
demands  in  judgment,  by  a  public  sale  of  real  estate,  and  effects 
in  this  respect  an  important  and  entire  change  in  one  branch  of 
our  collection  laws,  its  minor  provisions  are  consequently  manyr. 
It  is  not  necessary  here  to  specify  them.  The  bill  will  exhibit 
^m.  The  committee  have  found  no  occasion  for  amendment  in 
the  bill,  as  it  appears  to  be  correctly  drawn,  and  they  apee  with 
its  principles.  They  will  content  thenisehres  with  maJdqg  a  tin- 
gle turther  remark  as  to  its  details,  before  they  proceed  to  fumisb 
to  the  Senate  Aeir  reasons  Soar  approving  of  and  ffeeommeBdiqg 
the  adoption  of  its  fnriociple.  No  additional  cost  or  legal  fees  are 
imposed  by  this  bill.  On  the  contrary,  wlule  all  due  jpublicity  is 
given  to  proceedings  under  it,  while  provision  is  made  for  security 
of  tide  consequent  on  the  change  of  property,  suitable  guards 
instituted  to  protect  the  relative  rights  of  all  parties  thereto  and 
the  remedy  extended  to  every  kind  of  real  estate,  whether  con- 
sisting of  lands  and  tenements  or  rights  and  interests  therein  or 
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apfwrlaiiiiBg  thsreto^  len  costs  atid  chai^  will  be  occasbnad 
than  heretraore. 

Having  thus  afforded  the  Senate  a  brief  sketch  or  synopsis  of 
the  forooai  features  of  the  biii,  the  Gommittee  will  proceed  to  as- 
sign the  reasons  which  indnoe  them  to  report  in  favor  of  its 
priacipleB^ 

In  the  histoi^  of  oar  jurisprudence  reedved  from  the  En&Iish 
common  laWi  it  will  be  perceived  that  real  estate  has  ever  beea 
ffready  favored.  This  mclmation  to  protect  and  preserve  it  in 
die  hands  of  owners  and  occupants,  no  doubt  (originated  from  the 
social  condition  of  our  British  ancestors.  The  feudal  tenures  not 
le^lly  abolished  until  about  a  century  and  a  half  ago^  in  the 
reign  of  the  Second  Charles,  were  based  on  the  possession  of 
large  Ismdted  property  and  gave  entire  tone  and  complexion  to  the 
EiM[lish  common  law.  At  this  very  day,  in  England,  real  estate 
of  freehold  character  can  only  be  extended  and  never  sold  io 
payment  of  debts.  The  law  in  that  respect  has  experienced  a 
Change  in  this  country  to  a  very  considerable  extent  among  the 
states  of  our  confederacy,  by  statutory  modifications.  The  sta« 
tute  laws  of  most  of  the  states  at  the  present  time  treat  real  estate 
as  chattels  lor  the  payment  of  debts.  Many  of  the  states,  how- 
evisr,  still  retain  a  preference  for  the  old  common  law  system,  of 
only  extending  lands  for  the  payment  of  debts. 

Whether  real  estate  shall  be  extended  or  sold,  that  is,  whether 
it  riidl  be  placed  in  the  temporary  possession  of  the  creditor  to 
satisfy  himself  out  of  a  reception  of  its  rents  and  profits,  or  the 
title  of  the  debtor  ^all  be  wholly  transferred  to  the  highest  bid- 
der at  a  public  sale,  is  a  matter  entirely  of  remedial  regulatioii 
and  local  policy.  No  law  of  contract  is  violated  by  remedial 
enactments  in  respect  to  the  mode  of  obtaining  satisfaction  of  a 
general  debt  or  demand.  The  law  of  a  personal  contract  to  fkay 
any  sum  of  money,  is  simply  what  it  purports  to  be,  for  die  pay« 
ment  of  the  money.  If  any  failure  of  performance  occurs  and 
the  creditor  is  obliged  to  resort  to  the  laws  of  the  country  to  ena« 
ble  him  to  reach  ibe  property  of  his  debtor,  or  in  any  other  way 
to  compel  payment  by  the  debtor,  he  must  take  those  laws,  as  the 
general  convenience  and  policy  of  the  country  may  from  time  to 
time  frame  them.  It  is  different  where  the  contract  appertains  to 
some  specific  property,  such  as  a  mortgage,  or  any  other  hypo- 
theeati(»i  of  personal  or  real  estate.  As  the  contract  is  no  longer 
aeneral,  and  personal  and  referable  for  enforcement  to  the  general 
laws  of  personal  right  and  security,  as  they  may  from  dme  to 
time  vary  in  the  state,  but  is  specifically  based  upon  and  relates 
to  the  property  itself,  and  necessarily  contemplates  the  laws  that 
at  that  time  recognize  it  with  its  incidents,  those  laws  become 
part  of  such  contract.  A  law  affecting  contracts  is  therefore 
cleariy  distinguishable  from  a  law  of  general  remedy.    Qnecan* 
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not  ccmstitutionally  be  framed ;  the  other  may  be  varied  as  aoita 

the  pleasure  and  convenience  of  the  state,  both  in  retrospective 
and  prospective  eifect.  Thus  much  has  been  premisedt  to  meet 
in  advance,  any  suppositioQ,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will  afiect 
any  law  of  contract  It  neither  can  or  will.  It  proposes  noerelv 
to  alter  the  law  relating  to  executions  levied  on  real  estate,  which 
is  always  a  "^law  of  remedy.''  This  distinction  has  been  recog- 
nized and  clearly  settled  by  every  tribunal  in  the  land* 

If  tho  passage  of  this  bill  will  not  affect  any  law  of  contract^ 
how  then  can  it  be  urged  that  the  just  rights  and  claims  of  any 
creditor  will  be  trampled  on  or  violated  f  The  debt  or  demand 
is  no  wise  lessened  or  impaired  in  respect  to  its  validity  and  obli- 
gation on  the  debtor.  The  courts  of  the  state  will,  as  before^ 
give  judgment  in  favor  of  any  just  demand  of  the  creditor.  Ex- 
ecution will  issue  as  before,  against  the  goods  and  chattels^  lands 
and  tenements  of  the  debtor.  This  bill  makes  neither  personal  or 
real  estate  any  tender  in  payment  of  debts.  That  cannot  be 
done ;  for  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  the  gdd  and 
silver  coin  of  the  Union  is  the  only  legal  tender. 

It  exerts  no  compulsion  over  the  creditor.  It  does  not  obike 
him  to  levy  on  the  real  estate  of  his  debtor  or  to  resort  to  it  rar 
payment.  He  may  choose  his  own  time  and  mode  of  remedy  hs- 
before.  Never  having  been  possessed  of  any  implied  or  express 
pledge  of  public  faith  that  the  laws  of  remedy,  usually  termed 
collection  laws,  then  in  force,  should  remab  permanent  and  never 
be  altered,  the  creditor  cannot  complain  of  any  such  alteration 
effected  by  the  demand  of  public  necessity  or  policy.  Should  it 
therefore  now  appear  that  the  passage  of  this  bill,  or  of  one  con- 
taining the  same  principle,  is  imperatively  demanded  by  the  pub' 
lie  good,  surely  no  law  af&cting  contracts  is  passed,  no  public 
faith  is  violated,  no  right  of  the  creditor  in  a  personal  contract  i» 
sacrificed.  Whatever  of  private  advantage  over  his  debtor  may 
be  lost  by  the  creditor,  must  be  properly  yielded  to  the  publie 
goody  for  ''  omnia  privata  cedant  bono  publica^  Having  tlutf 
obviated  a  preliminary  objection^  which  the  committee  are  aware 
has  been  often  urged  by  those  opposed  to  the  passage  of  like  bilb 
to  the  one  now  under  consideration,  the  particular  merits  of  the 
measure  itself  are  fairly  brought  up  for  examination. 

It  appears  to  the  committee  that  the  present  pecuniary  condi- 
tion of  Michigan  requires  the  adoption  of  this  measure.  It  needs 
no  argument  or  statistical  exhibition  to  show  the  fact  that  the 
people  of  this  state  are  deeply  in  debt,  and  that  owing  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  causes  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  enumeratei 
they  are  destitute  of  ability  to  discharge  this  debt  in  coin  or  its 
representative,  a  sound  paper  currency.  The  vast  amount  of 
collection  suits  brought  throughout  the  state,  to  enforce  payment 
of  some  millions  of  dollars,  and  now  rapidly  hastening,  to  final 
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jud^ent,  attests  the  almost  hopeless  embarrassment  of  our  pecu- 
niary affairs  and  our  inability  to  retreive  them  by  cash  or  surplus 
production  for  a  long  time  to  come.  Thus  destitute  of  money  to 
noeet  our  heavy  engagements  at  home  or  abroad,  unable  from  thcr 
sparseness  of  our  population  and  the  infancy  of  the  country,  to 
do  much  more  at  present,  than  to  furnish  our  own  bread  stuffi,  it 
is  in  vain  to  expect  relief  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  fair  appin 
cation  of  our  property  to  the  payment  of  our  debts. 

Our  present  embarrassments  have  been  very  much  occasioned 
by  the  investment  of  former  pecuniary  means  in  real  estate. 
This  for  a  short  time  improved  so  rapidly  in  value,  that  it  justi- 
fied a  reliance  on  it,  not  only  to  meet  our  engagements,  but  also 
to  secure  future  prosperity.  A  change  in  the  tide  of  aflkirv 
abroad,  both  in  the  eastern  and  well  settled  parts  of  our  country, 
and  in  Europe,  from  whence  we  expected  capital  and  emigratiob 
to  sustain  our  hopes,  has  been  as  much  beyond  our  control,  as  it 
has  unexpectedly  disappointed  our  calculations.  Still  so  rapid 
and  astonishing  have  been  the  settlement  and  cultivation  of  Mi- 
chigan, that  our  real  estate  has  not  intrinsically  depreciated.  Oui' 
population  is  just  as  hardy,  intelligent,  industrious,  persevering 
and  enterprising  as  before,  our  soil  is  as  unsurpassed  in  fertility  as 
ever-^our  natural  advantages  have  suffered  no  diminution,  and 
all  that  we  stand  in  need  of  is,  an  oppc^rtunity  to  pay  our  debts 
and  to  start  fresh  and  unincumbered  in  the  race  of  national  im-' 
provement.  In  order  to  effect  this,  it  is  natural  that  we  should 
still  look  to  our  real  estate  resources.  Our  means  lie  there  in- 
vested. The  personal  property  of  a  stale  and  people  so  new  and 
young  as  we  are,  must  be,  as  it  is,  comparatively  small.  Our 
great  interest  and  almost  our  only  resource  at  the  present  time/ 
is  our  real  estate.  It  is  all  we  have  to  pay  our  debts,  and  all  that 
we  can  offer  to  our  creditors.  Now  this  bill  favors  the  just  apj 
plication  of  that  real  estate  to  that  purpose.  Our  creditors  ak' 
most  invariably,  are  obliged  after  judgment  to  resort  to  it  for 
satisfaction.  The  only  question  made^  by  this  bill  is,  shall  they 
have  it  at  its  just  and  fair  value,  appraised  under  the  solemn  sanc^ 
tions  of  an  oath,  or  be  allowed  to  wrest  it  from  ns  at  immense 
and  ruinous  sacrifices.  The  question  is  not  stated  in  any  term^ 
of  exaggeration,  for  owing  to  the  almost  absolute  deficiency  of 
money  in  the  state,  it  is  undoubtedly  the  fact,  that  real  estate  foro^ 
ed  to  a  sale  under  the  sheriff's  hammer,  will  not,  on  an  average^ 
bring  one-fifth  of  its  intrinsic  value.  It  is  not  now  true  in  respect 
to  real  estate  in  Michigan,  **  that  the  worth  of  a  thing  is  what  it 
will  bring."  It  is  manifestly  otherwise ;  and  the  measure  con-i 
templated  by  this  bill,  seehs  to  remedy  the  unequal  and  oppress 
sive  operation  of  this  rule  upon  the  great  interest  of  this  states 
its  real  estate.  When  this  rule  of  value  is  just  and  accurate,  or 
nearly  sof  in  its  practical  workings,  then  unquestionably  it  oughf 
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to  be  obeeived,  and  real  estate,  under  the  levy  of  an  execution, 
should  be  exposed  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  and  best  bidder,  in 
justice  both  to  creditor  and  debtor.  If  this  be  admitted,  a  con- 
trary practice  should  be  adopted,  when  the  rule  works  otherwise^ 
The  ^eat  law  of  self  preservation  here  raises  its  voice  in  fiivor 
of  this  biU.  It  is  believed  by  the  committee  that  a  public  neces* 
stty  exists  for  its  Immediate  adoption.  No  remedy  so  effectual 
can  be  proposed  for  the  relief  oi  thd  present  distress  of  Michi- 
gan* 

Your  committee  are  individually  in  favor  of  a  state  bank  on 
profier  principles.  But  thev  do  not  entertain  a  hope,  that  it  can 
extricate  us  from  our  difficulties.  It  may  furnish  us  with  a  sound** 
er  currency  and  relieve  us  from  the  heavy  taxaticn  of  adverse 
exchanges,  but  it  will  not  pay  our  debts.  It  can  but  shift  our  in- 
debtedness and  give  us  some  further  time.  But  as  has  been 
shewn,  time,  unless  very  extended  indeed,  will  not  avail  us.  Our 
embarrassments  are  too  extensive  and  we  are  too  deeply  and 
generally  involved,  to  derive  benefit  from  any  other  means,  than 
me  application  of  our  real  estate  resources  at  a  fair  and  intrinsiG 
value  to  the  discteirge  of  our  responsibilities. 

Your  committee  would  further  observe^  that  the  great  cause  of 
public  virtue  and  morality  would  be  enhanced  by  such  a  mea- 
sure as  is  contemplated  by  this  bill.  In  view  of  the  ruinous  and 
unjust  sacrifices  that  are  occasioned  by  the  present  system  of  seU 
Kng  real  estate  under  execution  at  sheriff^s  sale,  experieaee  testi- 
fies, that  a  genera]  and  extraordinary  temptation  exists,  to  cover 
real  estate  from  the  process  of  creditors,  by  fraudulent  convey- 
ances. Debtors,  who  under  other  circumstances,  would  consider 
it  distionest  and  disreputable  to  resort  to  such  contrivances,  are 
now  tempted  to  justify  it  to  their  consciences  by  a  coBsideration 
of  the  unfair  advantages  which  their  creditors  would  otherwise 
obtain  over  them,  and  of  the  ruinous  consequences  to  their  bmi* 
Ues,  if  they  permitted  such  sales.  The  committee  therefore  con* 
eeive^  that  it  is  in  a  legislative  point  of  view  a  sound  and  wise 
objection  to  the  present  C/ontinuanoe  of  the  system  of  sherifi^s  sales 
of  real  estate  under  execution,  that  it  tends  to  the  demoralization 
of  the  community ;  for  no  laws  are  wholesome,  whose  operationa 
are  so  oppressive,  unjust  and  unequal,  as  in  any  case  to  induce 
and  almost  to  justify  fraud,  in  order  to  their  evasion.  Believir^ 
then,  that  a  just  and  fair  regard  to  the  public  interest,  to  protect 
and  further  which  this  legislature  are  here  convened,  at  the  pre- 
sent time  and  under  present  circumstances,  requires  the  repeal  of 
sheriff's  sales  of  real  estate  under  execution,  the  committee  caaaU 
understand,  how  a  measure  such  as  is  proposed  by  this  bill,  fraught 
with  benefit  to  the  community  at  large,  and  due  to  the  righta  of 
die  debtor,  can  be  resisted  on  the  ground  that  it  is  unjust  to  the 
creditor.    They  have  shewn  that  it  intecferes  with  no  law  oleosa 
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tractv  aod  that  it  invades  no  vested  r^hts  of  the  creditor.  Thej 
Aow  propose  to  shew,  that  it  is  as  just  and  beneficial  to  a  fair 
and  honest  minded  creditor,  as  it  is  to  the  public  and  the  debtor. 

The  conunittee  would  be  far  from  recommending,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  a  violation  of  the  natural  seose  of  right  which  exists  in 
the  human  mind)  any  partial  legislation,  however  sustained  by 
considerations  of  policy,  power  and  interest.  They  would  not  le- 
gislate for  the  debtor,  however  popular  the  measure,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  legal  or  equitable  rights  of  the  creditor.  But  what 
more  can  any  creditor  demand  of  public  justice  and  legislation 
than,  if  his  debtor  cannot  pay  him  the  money  he  owes  him,  he  shall 
be  assisted  in  obtaining  such  debtor's  property  at  its  just  value  in 
satisfaction?  He  certainly  cannot  demand  that  he  shall  be  per- 
mitted tp  speculate  on  the  necessities  of  his  debtor^  to  compel  nim 
Co  pay  unreasonable  or  usurious  interest*  to  enslave  his  person  or 
family,  or  to  take  from  him  his  property  at  one-fifth  of  its  real 
value.  Shylock  like»  he  will  not  be  suflered  to  clamour  for  the 
pound  of  flesh  nearest  to  his  debtor's  heart,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
penalty  of  his  bond-  Such  unreasonable,  cruel  and  anti-republi- 
can views  of  the  nature  of  a  creditor's  claims  upon  the  person 
and  properly  of  his  debtor,  are  now  exploded  and  repudiated 
All  that  a  creditor  can  righteously  askt  is  granted  him  by  this  bill. 

If  he  chooses  to  have  recourse  to  the  real  estate  of  his  debtor 
in  satisfaction  of  his  claim,  he  can  take  it  at  its  (air  value,  and  by 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  can  take  it  over  absolutely  and  be- 
come its  immediate  possessor  in  fee  simple,  clear  of  all  right  of 
redemption.  He  is  thus  enabled  immediately  to  use  and  employ 
it  as  his  own,  to  profit  by  its  cultivation,  and  any  increase  on  its 
value-  or  to  apply  it  to  the  liquidation  of  claims  against  himsel£ 
Under  the  system  now  in  use,  satisfaction  of  the  demand  of  the 
debtor  is  delayed  during  the  one  and  two  years  of  redemption  al- 
lowed to  the  debtor.  In  almost  every  instance,  a  creditor  bring- 
ing the  real  estate  of  his  debtor  to  a  sale  by  the  sheriff  under  his 
execution,  is  now  obliged  to  buy  it  in  and  then  to  await  the  expi- 
ration of  the  period  of  redemption,  with  scarcely  any  hope  of 
benefit  therefrom  in  the  present  depressed  condition  of  the  country, 
by  any  payment  of  moneys  from  the  debtor  in  redemption  of  it» 
before  he  can  call  the  property  his  own  or  employ  it  as  such. 
This  bill,  by  obviating  the  necessity  for  this  delay,  confers,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  conunittee,  a  substantial  benefit  on  the  creditor* 
JSut  the  benefit  to  creditors  does  not  end  here«  Under  the  pre- 
aeot  system  of  sheriff  sales,  the  creditor  who  makes  the  first  levy 
being  able  to  buy  in  the  property  of  his  debtor  ibr  want  of  ready 
money  in  the  country,  at  perhaps  one  fifth  of  its  real  value,  or 
even  less,  is  thus  permitted*  by  sweeping  away  more  than  his  fair 
{MToportion  of  the  debtor's  property,  to  obtain  a  preference  over 
and  inflict  a  serious  wrong  upon  other  creditors.    Xn  this  respect, 
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both  as  regards  debtors  and  creditors,  the  bill  now  reported » if 
passed  into  an  act,  will  operate  for  the  relier  of  the  coantry,  some- 
what as  a  general  bankrupt  law. 

But  it  may  be  here  objected,  that  however  fair  and  just  in  the- 
ory the  propositions  of  the  bill  may  appear,  in  its  practical  appli- 
cation, from  the  partiality  that  human  infirmity  may  induce  on 
the  part  of  the  appraisers,  even  although  sworn  to  do  their  duty 
towards  the  debtor  as  towards  their  friend  and  neighbor,  having 
a  peculiar  identity  of  interest  with  themselves  in  sustaining  the 
value  of  the  property  submitted  to  them  for  appraisement,  the  in- 
terests of  the  creditor  may  not  be  fairly  considered,  and  be  he 
forced,  in  a  majority  of  instances,  to  take  over  the  real  estate  ap- 
praised, at  more  than  its  just  value. 

To  this  we  reply,  that  such  an  objection  rests  upon  a  mere  sup- 
position of  wrong,  which  is,  at  the  best,  a  remote  possibility,  and 
can  never  be  regarded  in  legislation.  That  it  is  a  violent  pre- 
sumption against  public  virtue  and  justice,  which  in  framing  gen- 
eral laws  for  the  protection  of  general  right,  no  statesman  can  ad- 
mit or  take  into  consideration.  If  such  objection  be  admitted  as 
possessed  of  any  force,  it  will  extend  beyond  the  present  case,  and 
affect  all  kind  of  legislation,  and  even  the  ordinary  administration 
of  justice.  For  on  what  other  safeguards  do  we  depend  for  the 
secprity  of  our  lives,  reputation  and  property,  than  public  virtue 
and  the  sanctions  of  an  oath.  As  well  dispense  with  all  trials  by 
jury  and  the  administration  of  justice,  when  non-residents  are  par- 
ties to  suits,  within  this  state,  for  lack  of  public  integrity  and 
conscience,  as  admit  the  propriety  of  such  an  objection  in  the  pre- 
sent case.  Besides  this  bill  provides  carefully  against  such 
wrong.  It  gives  the  creditor  the  right  of  selecting  one  of  the 
three  appraisers,  and  the  sherifT  having  charge  of  the  execution, 
who  is  always  considered  in  law  as  acting  specially  for  the  plain- 
tiff or  creditor,  the  appointment  of  another  appraiser.  What 
more  can  be  done  to  secure  to  the  creditor  a  fair  voice  and  mflu- 
cncc  in  the  appraisement  ?  Furthermore,  it  is  considered  by  the 
committee,  that  the  creditor  will  seldom,  if  ever,  be  a  sufferer  by 
such  slight  over  estimates,  as  may  occasionally  be  made.  They 
infer  this  from  the  present  character  and  future  prospects  of  this 
state.  Our  lands  are  as  much  depressed  in  value  at  present,  as 
probably  they  will  ever  be  again  in  all  future  lime.  Our  state  is 
now  and  youthful.  It  must  advance  and  cannot  retrogade.  Any 
change  that  occurs  must  be  for  the  better.  If  this  remedial  mea- 
sure is  adopted,  a  new  impetus  will  be  given  to  our  energies ;  and 
like  the  giant  Antoeus  of  old,  wc  shall  rise  refreshed  from  having 
touched  our  mother  earth.  The  present  depression  of  real  estate 
IS  occasioned  by  its  liability  to  forced  sales  under  the  sheriff's 
hammer,  when  there  are  no  purchasers  and  almost  innumerable 
sales.    This  produces  a  panic,  which  is  rapidly  depreciating  it  in 
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value  throughout  the  state.  Remove  this  incubus  from  off  real 
estate,  and  it  will  rapidly  regain  its  real  value.  The  fields  of 
Michigan  will  once  more  smile  in  teeming  abundance,  and  land- 
ed possessions  within  her  borders  will  shortly  be  prized  more  than 
ever.  Her  great  and  valuable  system  of  internal  improvement, 
laying  open  every  portion  of  her  territory  to  emigration  and  culti- 
vation, and  involving  a  profitable  investment  of  some  seven  or 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  comes  in  aid  of  the  expectations  of  the 
foreign  creditor,  who  shall  have  acquired  property  through  the 
medium  of  this  bill,  and  affords  him  an  ample  guarantee  against 
any  loss  or  injury.  That  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill  is  not 
unjust  nor  unequal  in  its  operation  on  either  the  creditor  or  debt- 
or, and  in  a  high  degree  promotive  of  public  good  and  prosperity, 
is  further  evinced,  by  the  experience  of  many  of  the  New  Eng- 
land states  and  of  Ohio,  where  similar  laws  have  prevailed  without 
complaint  or  alteration.  It  is  also  further  believed  by  the  com- 
mittee, that  a  system  of  setting  off  real  estate  levied  on  under  ex- 
ecution at  a  just  and  sworn  appraisment,  will  not  only  be  just  and 
equal  to  both  creditor  and  debtor  and  due  to  public  necessity 
at  presentf  but  will  aUo  have  a  tendency  to  promote  amicable  ar- 
raiu;ements  between  debtors  and  creditors  of  claims  and  demands, 
ana  will  thereby  relieve  the  people  of  this  state  from  an  immense 
annual  taxation  in  the  shape  of  fees  and  costs* 

Cr^itors  will  be  disposed  by  amicable  arbitration  to  determine 
the  value  of  their  debtors'  real  estate,  and  take  it  from  them  in  sa- 
tisfaction, without  the  costs  and  delay  of  litigation ;  and  all  honest 
debtors  will  cordially  agree  to  such  propositions.  In  fine,  the 
committee  are  satisfied  tliat  an  adoption  of  the  measure  proposed 
in  the  bill  now  reported,  by  this  legislature,  will,  in  a  very  short 
period  of  time,  cancel  the  debts  of  Michigan,  revive  her  credit  and 
restore  to  her  business  activity  and  prosperity. 

The  committee  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend  the  enact- 
ment of  the  billy  tere with  returned  without  amendment,  into  a  law 
of  this  state. 

VINCENT  L.  BRADFORD, 
Chaimum* 
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(No.  19.) 

Report  of  the  Auditor  General,  <o  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of  the  Senate^ 
relative  to  the  claims  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Hiram 
Alden. 

AUDTFOR  GbRVRAL's  OfFIOS,  ) 

JMroU,  February  2lst,  1880.       ) 
7b  the  Hon*  the  President  of  the  Senate  : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  20th  instanU  relative  to 
the  claim  of  the  late  Hiram  Aiden,  I  bee  leave  to  report : 

That  on  MoDday^  the  seventh  day  of  May,  1836,  the  present 
i)oard  of  internal  improvement  was  organized,  and  Hiram  Alden 
elected  auditor,  from  which  time  up  to  the  thirteenth  June  follow- 
ing, when  he  lAras  appointed  commissioner  in  charge  of  the  cen- 
tral railroad,  in  place  of  Lansing  B.  Miuien  who  had  resigned 
between  the  above  mentioned  dates,  (excepting  a  few  days  spent 
going  and  retumin|[  from  Coldwater,)  he  audited  accounts  of 
claimants  on  the  railroads,  and  drew  warrants  on  the  treasury, 
which  were  presented  to  me  to  be  countersigned,  and  which  I  re* 
fused  doing  in  every  case.  This  determination  respect!^  the 
countersigning  of  warrants,  I  gave  him  early  written  notice  of, 
and  in  conversation  with  him,  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  act 
of  April  6th,  1838,  did  not  authorize  him  to  draw  warrants 
on  the  treasury.  Shortly  after  entering  on  the  duties  of  acting 
commissioner,  Mr.  Adams,  the  secretary  of  the  board,  presented 
an  account  of  Mr.  Alden,  claiming  services  as  commissiooer  and 
auditor  of  the  board,  for  allowance  up  to  the  date  of  the  l'3th 
June.  After  examiniri^  the  account,  I  informed  Mr.  AdamSi  that 
I  would  audit  his  claim  for  services  as  commissioner,  but  the 
charge  for  auditing  and  drawing  warrants  on  the  treasury  wa« 
inadmissible.  In  order,  therefore,  to  arrive  at  a  correct  course 
to  pursue  in  my  own  mind,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Alden's  claim  for 
services,  auditing  accounts,  and  drawing  warrants  on  the  treasu- 
ry, which  was  not  allowed,  I  examined  the  constitution  of  Michi* 
gan,  and  several  acts  of  the  legislature,  of  the  territory  and  state, 
as  quoted  below,  and  to  which  I  b^  leave  to  refer  you,  viz : 
Statutes  of  the  territory  of  Michigan,  approved  5th  November, 
1829.  page  177,  second  section,  defining  the  duties  of  auditor, 
which  duties  and  functions  the  Auditor  General  is  required  to  ex- 
ercise, by  an  act  of  the  state  legislature,  approved  19th  Feb., 
1836,  pages  43.  and  44,  first  and  second  sections,  and  the  act 
approved  6th  April,  1838,  page  256,  section  first 

In  relation  to  another  account  presented  by  L.  M.  Mizner, 
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adminifllnitor  on  the  estate  of  the  late  Hiram  Aldeo«  for  aUow* 
ance  for  services  readered  as  acting  commissioner  from  the  13th 
to  the  26th  November,  the  day  on  which  he  died,  I  refused  to 
allow  from  the  day  of  bis  confinemeatt  to  wit :  the  17th  Novem- 
ber, as  it  is  provided  by  the  6th  section  of  the  act  last  quoted, 
that  the  acting  commissioners  shall  receive  compensation  for  their 
serrioes  while  aelually  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  duties  of 
their  office  only,  and  to  which  act  I  also  b^  leave  to  refer  you. 

I  am  therefore  of  the  opinion  from  the  laws  herein  quoted,  that 
the  late  Hiram  Aldeo,  and  his  administrator,  L.  M.  Mimer,  are 
not,  as  I  view  the  laws,  entitled  to  any  remnineration  for  Ms  ser« 
vices  as  auditor  of  accounts  against  the  state  of  Mich^n,  and 
to/t  ditiwiog  warrants  on  the  treasury ;  nor  do  I  consider  him 
entitled  to  any  remuneration  during  the  period  he  was  unable  to 
perform  tiie  (duties  appertaining  to  his  office. 

It  is  furthermore  my  opinion,-  that  the  board  of  internal  im- 
provement  have  not  legalljr  or  constitutionally,  any  power  to 
appoint  an  auditor  from  their  body,  with  power  to  audit  claimt 
against  the  state  and  draw  warrants  on  the  treasury,  which  dofiea 
devolve  wholly  upon  the  officer  created  by  the  constitution  and 
the  existing  laws. 

In  deciding  on  the  claims  of  the  late  H.  Alden,  I  felt  a  conTictiofi 
in  my  mind,  that  all  guardian  of  the  public  funds,  I  was  actuated 
by  na  other  motive  man  that  of  protecting  the  money  in  the  tr en* 
sury  from  the  repeated  attempts  made  to  draw  money  therefrom 
without  any  color  or  hardly  sliadow  of  claim.  It  was  also  a 
matter  of  great  gratification  to  me,  that  should  the  decirion  in  this 
case  be  erroneous,  and  the  claimant  considered  himself  injured, 
there  was  a  higher  tribunal  to  which  an  appeal  could  be  made, 
and,  if  he  had  merits  on  his  side,  that  he  would  receive  such  re* 
Kef  m  the  premises  that  would  be  just  and  right. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  do  not  wish  it  to  be  understood 
that  how  mnch  soever  I  may  be  disposed  to  protect  and  economise 
in  disbursing  the  public  funds,  I  feel  no  dispositbn  to  notsdtowing 
for  services  and  labor  actually  performed,  not  nominally,  as  the 
laborer  is  entitled  to  his  hire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully. 
Your  most  ob't  serv't, 

ROBERT  ABBOTT. 
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Report  of  the  Select  Committee  in  relation  to  tte 
claim  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Hiram  Alden. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Michigan : 

The  select  comtnittee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  Seoate  of  January  31,  which  relates  to  the  claims  of  the  estate 
of  the  late  Hiram  Alden,  ask  leave  to  report. 

That  having  examined  the  documents  relating  to  said  subject, 
they  find  that  Doctor  Hiram  Alden  commenced  his  services  83 
commissioner  of  internal  improvement,  on  May  the  seventh,  coa^ 
tinued  on  the  service  of  the  state  and  to  do  business  until  the  day 
of  his  death,  which  was  on  the  26th  day  of  November ;  that  said 
Alden  has  received  pay,  as  appears  from  the  booksof  the  Auditor 
Generaly  for  his  services  from  the  14th  of  June  to  the  13tb  of 
Nov.  but  that  from  the  7th  of  May  to  the  14th  of  June,  which 
amounts  to  8138,  he  received  no  pay  ;  and  that  he  has  received 
DO  pay  for  his  services  hrom  the  14th  to  the  26th  of  November, 
amounting  to  944  90 ;  that  the  whole  time  that  he  was  in  the 
service  of  the  state  was  six  months  and  nine  days. 
,/ ;  It  is  known  to  the  chairman  of  your  committee,  that  wheo 
Doctor  Alden  received  the  appointment,  that  he  arrai^^  his  pri- 
vate business  much  to  the  inconvenieoce  of  his^family  and  to  the 
detriment  of  bis  property,  to  devote  his  time  during  the  whole 
year  to  the  public  service,  and  thereby  anticipated  the  whole  ex- 

Sense  of  the  year  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  income ;  that  he 
as  left  a  large  family  that  sustained  serious  inconvenience  in 
consequence  of  his  arrangements  to  serve  the  public ;  that  his 
salary  was  small  for  the  services  he  rendered,  after  deducting  hi» 
expenses,  that  the  expenses  of  his  sickness,  funeral  charges,  and 
doctor's  bills,  were  a  burthen  for  his  family  to  meet ;  thai  the 
funeral  charges  were  forty-one  dollars ;  doctor's  bill,  sixty  dollars; 
attendance,  board,  &a  ninety-two  dollars,  as  appears  from  ac* 
counts ;  that  his  salary  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  would  have 
been  »585  80.  ' 

Your  committee  would  further  slate,  that  the  testimony  of  the 
talents,  integrity  and  industry  of  the  late  Doctor  Alden,  as  a  pub- 
lic officer,  given  by  the  board  of  commissioners  in  their  annual 
report,  and  by  the  public,  who  had  an  opportunity  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  his  acts,  is  the  best  encomium  that  can  be  passed 
upon  his  virtues. 

Your  committee  therefore  respectfully  recommend  the  passage 
of  an  act  authorizing  the  Treasurer  of  this  state  to  pay  to  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  late  Hiram  Alden»  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  amount  of  the 
several  sums  mentioned  in  this  report,  amounting  in  the  whole  io 
$1,011  30. 

SAM'L  ETHERIDGE. 
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(No.  20.) 
Report  of  the  committee  on  the  State  Penitentiary. 

The  committee  on  the  state  penitentiary,  to  whom  were  refer- 
i*ed  sundry  documents  relative  to  the  same,  respectfully  report. 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  furtherance  of  pub- 
lic justice  and  sound  economy  requires  that  so  much  of  the  said 
penitentiary  as  is  necessary  for  the  immediate  wants  of  the  state 
should  be  constructed  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible. 

It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  acting  commissioner,  that  one 
half  of  the  block  of  cells  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  thirty-two 
cells  being  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts.  In  the  construc- 
tion of  the  prison  thus  far,  twenty  thousand  dollars  has  been 
loaned  and  expended,  in  addition  to  the  appropriation  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  made  the  22d  March,  1638,  and  that  a  further 
appropriation  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary  to 
complete  the  said  half  block  of  cells,  which  the  commissioner  is 
of  opinion  is  necessary  to  be  done  before  the  prison  can  be  made 
entirely  secure.  From  the  report  of  estimates  by  the  commis- 
sioner, a  less  amount  would  bo  insufficient  to  cover  contracts  alrea- 
dy made,  and  for  the  purchase  of  iron  and  other  materials  for 
the  building  ;  in  view  of  all  which  the  committee  would  respect- 
iblly  recommend  that  such  appropriation  be  made.  The  com- 
mittee would  further  recommend  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the 
law  of  the  22d  March,  1838,  as  relates  to  the  appointment  of 
commissioners,  and  that  the  acting  commissioner  hold  his  office 
upon  a  different  tenure.  A  bill  being  before  the  other  branch  of 
.the  legislature,  making  provision  for  the  transmission  of  convicts, 
and  the  regulation  of  the  prison  discipline,  your  committee  have 
not  taken  mat  branch  of  their  duties  under  consideration. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  with  a  bill. 

T.  E.  GIDLEY,  Chairman. 


No  21. 


Re|)ort  of  K.  Pritcliette,  Bank  Commissioner,  rela- 
tive to  specie  certificates  issued  to  create  banks^  &/C. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate 

of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  your  honorable  body,  direct- 
ing the  Bank  Comnoissioners  'Ho  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  list  of 
the  specie  certificates,  issued  and  loaned  by  individuals,  banks  or 
53 
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other  institutions,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  banks  under  the 
general  banking  law  of  this  state,  by  whom  and  to  whom  issued : 
also  the  names  of  the  ojfiicers  and  directors  of  the  different  insti- 
tutions that  have  been  placed  under  injunction,  and  further,  that 
the  Commissioners  furnish  the  Senate  with  copies  of  the  affidavits 
and  other  testimony  taken  by  them  in  their  investigations,  cakru« 
lated  to  exhibit  the  manner  and  by  whom  said  bankrupt  institu- 
tions have  been  organized,"  the  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  pre* 
sent  the  following  report : 

The  general  scope  of  the  resolution,  seems  to  contemplate  a 
detailed  statement,  exhibiting  at  one  view,  the  method  and  agency 
by  which  the  numerous  institutions  under  the  general  banldng 
law  were  set  in  motion. 

A  full  comph'ance  with  the  object  of  this  resolution,  is  not  with- 
in the  power  of  the  undersigned. 

The  Bank  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Deo.  81, 
1837,  with  a  view  to  facilitate  their  labors,  divided  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  banks  between  them,  according  to  their  location^ 
which  division  corresponded  with  the  three  judicial  districts. 
Many  institutions  were  put  in  operation,  and  several  were  bank>- 
rupt  before  their  appointment  took  place.  The  minutes  of  Che 
examinations  within  the  limits  of  the  third  judicial  district  are  not 
at  hand,  and  the  information  here  supplied  on  the  subject^  is  drawn 
from  recollection  of  disclosures  made  from  time  to  time  in  the 
mutual  interchange  of  the  results  of  the  official  labors  of  the 
Commissioners.  The  specie  certificates,  however,  hereafter  men- 
tioned, undoubtedly  existed,  and  the  amounts  are  believed  to  be 
accurate.  There  have  been  certificates  issued  and  used  tempo- 
rarily, and  afterwards  been  withdrawn,  and  others  withheld  from 
exhibition  to  the  Commissioners  after  the  knowledge  (derived 
from  the  example  of  others,)  that  they  would  be  considered  as  in- 
admissible. Institutions  likewise  have  been  set  in  motion  by  the 
direct  loan  of  specie,  which  passed  from  bank  to  bank,  for  this 
purpose.  The  Commissioners  guarded  their  intention  of  visiting 
mstitutions  both  as  to  time  and  order  of  examination,  and  yet  the 
most  scrupulous  care  was  sometimes  insufficient  to  prevent  spe- 
cie from  preceding  them  in  the  hands  of  agents,  in  anticipation  of 
their  coming.  Even  the  conviction  of  the  fact  was  unavailing, 
met  as  they  were,  in  such  cases,  by  direct  and  positive  denial  un- 
der oath,  to  every  query.  The  indisposition  of  individuals  to  pre- 
sent themselves  openly  as  informers,  and  the  want  of  power  to 
enforce  their  authority  to  examine  those  not  connected  with  the 
institution  under  oath,  made  this  information  of  the  Commission- 
ers in  many  instances  useless,  except  as  a  stimulant  to  increased 
vi^Iance, 

Frequent  and  unex}}ected  visits  subsequently  made,  devdoped 
the  insolvency  of  such  institutions.    But  it  will  be  plainly  perceir^ 
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ed»  that  a  series  of  trifliog  and  corroborative  circumstances,  dis- 
crepancies in  the  statements  of  the  officers  of  different  banks  as 
to  their  mutual  transactions,  casual  conversations,  confidential 
suggestions,  and  various  other  kinds  of  information  too  slight  for 
detail,  may  become  important  guides  in  action,  and  yet  be  entire- 
ly inadmissible,  for  want  of  legal  certainty,  into  an  official  report. 
Much  of  the  information  obtamed  regarding  the  loan  of  specie 
and  its  use,  is  of  this  character.  The  same  is  in  some  degree 
true,  concerning  the  projectors  of  many  of  these  Institutions. 

The  following  list  of  specie  certificates,  (fee.  is  formed  by  an  ab- 
stract from  the  minutes  kept  by  the  Commissioner  having  in 
char^  the  banks  comprised  witbin  the  limits  of  the  first  jucUcial 
district — a  memorandum  furnished  by  Alpheus  FelcL  Esq.  which 
is  principally  drawn  from  the  reports  heretofore  made,— and  the 
recollection  of  the  undersigned,  of  such  as  occurred  in  the  examir 
nation  of  the  Commissioner  within  the  third  district. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  this  list,  it  will  be  seen^  that  in 
some  iD9tances  banks  put  into  operation  by  fraudulent  means, 
were  themselves,  in  turn,  the  parents  of  similan  ofi&pring. 

The  transactions  of  fraudulent  institutions  and  their  modes  of 
proceeding  have,  in  many  cases,  been  concealed  with  the  great- 
est care  and  ingenuity.  A  complete  developnoent  can  only  be 
obtained  by  a  vigorous  and  uncompromising  investigation  in  the 
courts  of  law.  without  this,  all  examinations  are  comparatively 
usdess. 

The  singular  impunitv  heretofore  enjoyed  by  the  actors  in  the 
shameless  frauds  which  have  been  committed,  has  encouraged  and 
'extended  the  evil.  Some  legislative  provisiotC  through  which 
the  severest  penalties  of  the  statute  can  be  inflicted  upon  the  of- 
fenders, vrill  alone  prevent  their  repetition,  and  afford  an  adequate 
protection  to  the  public. 

In  compliance  with  the  second  requirement  of  the  resolution,  a 
list  of  the  officers  and  directors  of  the  several  institutions  under 
injunction  is  hereunto  appended,  as  far  as  they  are  within  the 
knowledge  of  the  undersigned.  Where  the  directors  are  not 
known,  a  list  of  the  stockholders  is  substituted,  which  of  course 
includes  the  names  of  the  directors,  although  not  specified* 

The  concluding  demand  of  the  resolution  is  complied  with  by 
the  transmission  of  all  the  affidavits  in  the  possession  of  the  un- 
dersigned. They  have  all  been,  heretofore,  it  is  believed,  present- 
ed to  the  legislature  in  the  several  reports  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  report  is  as  complete  as  the  materials  ia  the  possession  of 
the  undersi£;ned  have  enabled  him  to  present. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K.  PRITCHETTE, 
Bank  Commissioner, 
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SPECIE  CERTIFICATES,  &c. 


BANK  OF  GIBRALTAR, 

Exhibited|on  examination,  Feb.  1.  1838, 
Jan.    1.  In  State  bank,F.  H.  Steevens,  <1,000  00 

23.  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  H.  H. 

Brown,  &  Co.  1,000  00 

1.  Bank  of  Brest,  Theodore  Romeyn,  1,000  00 

Feb.   1.  State  bank,  Joshua  Howard,  388  00 

1837. 
Sept.  29.  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' bank,  Jacob 

Vreeland's  check  accepted,  600  00 


Total,  9%988  00 

DETROIT  CITY  BANK, 

Exhibited  on  examination  the  following  specie  certificates, 
which  had  been  received  by  John  Truax,  treasurer  of  the  bank, 
as  specie  paid  in  on  instalments  of  capital  stock,  to  wit : 

1837. 
Nov.  15.  One  spedie  certificate  from  Michigan 

state  bank,  signed  Thos.  O.  Hill,  in 

favor  of  Cullen  Brown,  81,000  00 

Dec.  18.  One  specie  certificate  from  bank  of  Mi- 
chigan, signed  by  A.  H.  Sibley,  in 

favor  of  E.  Brooks,  for  4,000  00 

Nov.  15.  One  specie  certificate  from  Thos.  C. 

Sheldon,  to  the  credit  of  A.  T.  Mc- 

Reynolds,  for  $1,000,  and  to  the  cre- 
dit of  the  president  and  directors  of 

the  Detroit  city  bank,  for  $1,000,  2,000  00 

(This  last  certificate  was  endorsed  as 

satisfactory  by  E.  N.  Bridges.) 
Pec.  22.  One  specie  certificate  from  Thos.  C. 

Sheldon,  in  favor  of  the  president   ' 

and   directors   of  the  Detroit   city 

bank,  for   $i2,000,   **  being  at   my 

offipe  in  Kalamazoo,"  for  2,000  00 


Carried  forward.  $ 
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Brought  forward*  8 

Feb.  5.  One  specie  certificate  from  Thos.  C. 
Sheldon,  subject  to  the  order  of  F. 
H.  Harris,  cashier  of  the  Detroit 
city  bank,  for  11,673  86 


$20,673  86 

farmers;  bank  of  Oakland, 

Exhibited  on  examination,  May  10,  1838,  the  following  specie 

oertificate^  to  wit : 
1837. 

Dec.  29.  One  from  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank,  Pontiac,  signed  G.  W.  Wil- 
liams, cashier,  for  $10,000,  deposite, 
by  Sherman  Stevens,  payable  to 
the  order  of  the  cashier  of  the  Far- 
mers' bank  of  Oakland,  $10,000  00 
1888. 

Jan.  30.  One  from  the  Michigan  insurance  com- 
pany, Detroit,  signed  *'H.  H.  Brown 
secretary,"  deposited  by  Alfred  Wil- 
liams to  the  credit  of  the  Farmers' 
bank  of  Oakland*  for  15,000  00 


$25,000  00 


BANK  OF  OAKLAND, 

May  )  1.  Exhibited  on  examination  a  receipt  for 
specie  given  by  R.  F.  Stage,  cash- 
ier of  the  Genesee  county  bank,  for 
specie  borrowed  by  him  to  the  am't 
of  $4,679  64 

'  This  specie  was  sworn  to  as  the  property  of  the  baiJc,  and  at 
a  subsequent  examination  ten  days  afterwards,  had  been  return- 
ed 

OAKLAND  COUNTY  BANK— Chartered. 

The  following  appears  to  have  been  the  materials  which  were 

used  in  putting  this  bank  into  operation,  to  wit  .* 

A  specie  certificate  issued  by  the  Bank  of  Pon^ 
tiac  for  $10,000  00 

$5,000  of  specie  borrowed  from  the  Clinton  ca- 
nal bank  and  paid  in  thrice  to  create  a  credit 
of  15,000  00 
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CLINTON  CANAL  BANK. 

This  bank  was  put  into  operation  by  means  of  specie,  princi- 
pally borrowed  in  Detroit 

FARMERS'  BANK  OF  GENESEE, 

This  bank  was  put  in  operation  by  stock  notes,  and  used  the 

following  specie  certificates  in  making  statements  : 

One  from  Farmers'  and  Mechanic?  bank  of 

Detroit,  signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  for  f  15,000  00 

One  irom  Bank  of  Oakland,  signed  by  Daniel  Le 
Roy,  for  10,000  00 

One  from  Clinton  Canal  bank,  signed  by  William 

S.  Stevens,  10,000  00 

One  from  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  De- 
troit, signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  for  5,000  00 

This  bank  had  also  in  Detroit  city  bank,  a  certi- 
ficate of  deposite  for  1,500  00 


•35,600  00 


The  specie  certificates  from  John  A.  Welles,whh 
ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie  carried  from 
Detroit,  by  Rufus  Brown,  jr.  and  Delos  Da- 
vis, obtamed  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank,  on  the  check  of  Rufus  Brown,  jr.  made 
the  basis  of  the  report  to  the  legislature  in  re- 
ply to  the  interrogatories  addressed  by  them 
to  the  banks,  and  were  returned  again  to  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanici^  bank,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  days,  by  the  same  hands. 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OF  SHIAWASSEE, 

was  put  in  operation  by  the  following  specie  certificates,  to  wit : 
One  lirom  the  Farmers'' bank  of  Genesee,  for  •12,000  00 

One  firom  do  do     for  13,000  00 

One  purporting  to  have  been  from  the  New 
Haven  bank,  for  •3,000,  but  having  been 
n   sold,  was  returned  as  a  forgery. 

BANK  OF  KENSINGTON, 

Appears  to  have  been  put  in  operation  principally  by  the  libeml 
use  of  stock  notes»  and  specie  checks* 

BANK  OF  LAPEER, 

Was  put  in  operation  by  a  specie  certificate 
from  the  Farmers*  and  Mechanics'  bank,  De- 
troit, for  ^15,000  00 
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WAYNE  COUNTY  BANK.* 

One  from  H.  H.  Brown,  &  Co.  "^  to  the  credit 

of  the  Wayne  county  bank,**  for  .  f  15,000  00 

One  from  H.  H.  Brown,  &  Co.  •*to  the  credit  of 

the  Wayne  county  bankt"  for  15,000  00 

These  certificates  were  ''  subject  to  the  order  of  the  cashier 
thereof,"  signed  by  H.  H.  Brown  &l  Co.  and  were  obtained  by 
the  president,  J  D.  Davis,  through  C.  H.  McClure,  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Clintcm. 

SAGINAW  CITY  BANK. 

Put  ia  operation  by  a  loan  of  specie  from  the 

Baok  of  Clinton,  of  810,000  00 

Also  a  loan  from  Uie  Farmers^  and  Mechanics' 

bank,  at  Detroit,  of  5,000  00 

On  the  withdrawal  of  the  specie,  its  place  was 

supplied  by  stock  notes  of  the  directors  for 

•10,864  62*100.    The  bank  also  holds  a  cer* 

tificate  signed  by  Mackie,  Oakley  and  Jami- 
^  son,  for  specie  deposited  in  New  York,  paya- 
ble on  demand,  for  the  sum  o/  15,000  00 
On  this  certificate  61,761  has  been  drawn  for 

and  paid* 

FARMERS'  AND  MECHANICS'  BANK  OF  PONTIAC, 

fionowed  specie  and  exhibited  it  to  the  commis- 
sioners as  capital  stock,  to  the  amount  of  912^000  00 

JACKSON  COUNTY  BANK, 

Held  a  specie  certificate  from  H.  H.  Brown 
&Ca,for  «10,000  00 

FARMERS'  BANK  OF  SANDSTONE. 

This  bank  had  a  credit  on  its  books  of  a  certificate  of  specie 
deposrite,  but  it  was  withdrawn.  The  bank  and  amount  are  not 
known. 

The  bank  was  put  in  operation  by  a  loan  of  specie  firom  the 
Bank  of  Clinton. 

BANK  OF  BREST. 

This  bank  had  a  specie  check.  Farmers'  and 

Mechanics'  bank,  Detroit,  (accepted,)  for  •1,146  00 

An  individual  specie  dieck,  for  2,000  00 

*TUf  ii<Mi%  WM  put  into  operatioD  by  checki  for  sptcie  drawn  on  Miclusao  f  Uto 
bMk,  by  die  itockbolden,  but  never  preeented,  adaMmledfed  er  pead. 
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Specie  to  the  amount  of  87,497,  was  received 
^.  in  gold,  from  Lewis  Godard,  the  day  previous 

to  examination,  and  subsequently  withdrawn 

on  a  discounted  note,  for  7,500  00 

BANK  OF  SALINE. 

This  bank  had  a  specie  certificate  from  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank,  at  Detroit,  dated 
Dec.  2d,  1837,  in  favor  of  Doctor  D.  O.  Hoyt, 
signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  cashier,and  endors- 
ed payable  to  the  order  of  W.  Curnutt,  cash- 
ier, for  815,000  00 
This  certificate  was  left  a  day  or  two  after  the  bank  went  into 

operation,  and  the  amount  of  specie  taken  out ;  cashier  supposed 

it  was  taken,  in  part  at  least,  to  Coldwater. 

BANK  OF  LENAWEE. 

Immediately  after  the  organization  of  this  bank,  on  or  about 
the  30th  day  of  December,  1837,  the  sum  of  830,000,  which  was 
paid  in  on  the  capital  slock  of,  wns  refunded  and  the  promissory 
note  of  one  of  the  stockholders,  Edward  Bissell,  residing  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  at  Toledo,  with  endorsers,  was  taken  for  the  said 
amount  of  830,000. 

BANK  OF  ALLEGAN. 

This  bank  was  put  in  operation  by  a  specie  certificate  from  H. 
H.  Brown  to  the  amount  of  $20,000,  obtained  by  the  presideDt, 
A.  L.  Ely,  from  C  H.  McClure,  cashier  of  the  Bank  or  Clinton. 

BANK  OF  ST.  JOSEPH. 

This  bank  had  a  specie  certificate  from  T.  C. 

Sheldon,  for  fUSfiW  00 

BANK  OF  MARSHALL. 

This  bank  had  specie  certificates  as  follows,  to  wit : 
One  from  T.  0.  Sheldon,  for  810/)00  00 

One  from  Michigan  state  bank,  for  7,500  00 

BANK  OF  COLDWATER, 

Had  specie  certificate,  the  amount  and  by  whom  issued  not 
known. 

BANK  OF  CLINTON. 

This  bank  had  a  receipt  of  C.  H.  McClure,  dated  July  31, 
1838,  for  87,500,  in  gold.  This  gold  was  taken  to  Detroit  by  the 
said  McClure  and  delivered  to  Lewis  Godard,  who  gave  his  re- 
ceipt for  the  same. 
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BANK  OF  €MX)DRICH, 

Had  a  specie  certificate  for  915,000,  but  it  was  not  exhibited 
amoiig  its  assets.  The  thirty  per  cent  was  paid  in,  one  half  in 
specie,  the  other  half  in  the  biila  of  the  banks  of  Jacksonburgh, 
Manchesteri  Washtenaw  and  Lapeer ;  as  many  of  Lapeer  as 
any  othen 


BANK  DIRECTORS,  &c. 

BANK  OP  KENSINGTON- 

March  22,  18^. 

Henry  Fiske,  President,  Frklerick  Hutchinson,  Cashier. 

'    Directors. 

Henry  Fidce,  B.  P.  Hutchinson^ 

A.  A.  Dwight,  E.  F.  Cooke, 

A.  M«  Brown,  C.  L.  Crouse, 

N.  P.  Butterfieid<  S,  D.  Dix. 

P.  HatcbinsoDi 

BANK  OP  OAKLAND. 

March  9^  1838. 

Daniel  LeRoy,  President,  J.  R.  Bowman,  Teller. 

6.  O*  Whittemore,  Cashier, 

Directors* 

Daniel  LeRoy,  6.  O.  Whittemore, 

O.  Chamberliiit  Francis  Danrow, 

A.  H.  Peck,  A.  Bagley, 

L  W.Mann,  aC.HasealL 
ttLeRoy»  . 

BANK  OP  GIBRALTAR. 

January  1,  1888. 

ioabua  Howard,  President,  Joseph  C.  Ringwalt,  Cashien 

Dbrectars. 

Joshua  Howard,  Henry  B.  Lathrop^ 

Enoch  Jonesjf  Nathaniel  T.  Laddeiv 

Beigaiiiin  I^orter,  Eldridge  Morse, 

Alanson  Sheeley,  Griffith  H.  Jones. 
Theodore  Romeyn, 

54 
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FARMERS'  BANK  OF  OAKLAND. 

March  19,  I83S< 
James  B.  Siminsoot  President,    G.  H.  Broadhea^  Cagh^. 

Jona  Chares,  Dark!  Hubbard, 

David  Cbase,  John  W.  Hunter, 

S.  C.  Rose,  6.  Broadhead, 

John  F.  Keyes,  James  B.  Simonson. 
K  Vandewenter, 

LENAWEE  COUNTY  BANK. 

February  89,  1888. 

W.  Spalding,  Preaideat,  DanM  P.  Heornny  Cashier. 

F.  B.  Whiting,  - 

Directori. 

L.  C.  Daniels,  L.  T.  Thayer, 

R.  Robinson,  G.  B.  Harris, 

J.  Field,  G.  E.  Pomeroyi 

J.  G.  Loomis,  Y.  Spalding. 
Daniel  Pitman, 

BANK  OF  BREST. 
H.  S,  Flatt,  President,  George  H.  Tracy,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
H.S.  Piatt,  T.  Whdpley, 

Lewis  Godard,  John  Pierson, 

W.  W.  Prentice^  James  B.  Faurman, 

Abel  Godard,  George  H.  Tracy. 

M.  L.  ColUns, 

WAYNE  OOITNTY  BANK. 

March  8^  18tt. 
J.  D.  Davis,  Presidsol,  Benj.  F.  Hall,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
Cullen  Brown,  C.  Harrington, 

C.  L.  Bristol,  A.  Y.  Murray, 

C.  Ten  Eyck,  E.  Woodrufi; 

T.  Lyon,  J.  D.  Davis. 

H.  A.  Noyes, 

EXCHANGE  BANK  OP  SHIAWASSEE. 

February  23,  1838. 
A.  Morehouse,  President,  G.  W.  Clark,  Cashier* 
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Directors. 

John  FfersoOf  A.  Morehouse, 

L.  BrowD,  .  Adron  Swain, 

H.  Baker,  J.  Castle, 

G.  W.  Clark,  H.  Row. 

FARMERS^  &  MECHANICS'  BANK  OF  PONTIAC. 

Schuyler  Ho^s,  Vtemd^Xi      6.  Willianos,  Cashier. 
B.  C.  Whittemore,  TeNen 

,   ^  ■  ,    Directors. 
G.  W.  Wilfcams,    ''  '        William  Phehw, 

Schuyler  Hodges,  M.  LaMont  Btf^, 

James  A*  Weeks,  Horace  C  Thurber. 

JACKSON  COUNTY  BANK. 

FAruary  19^  188a 
Pftul  B.  Rinff,  Presideoc^  Porter  G.  Hughes,  Cashier. 

Charles  H.  Van  Doten,  Teller. 

Directors* 
A.  F.  Fitch,  Allen  Bennett, 

William  Fotdl  Phineas  Ffttfaad, 

Jira  Payne,  Paul  B.  Ring, 

Walter  Burlington,  Porter  6.  Hughes. 

Ira  C.  Backus* 

FARMERS*  BANK  OF  SANDSTONE. 

March,  1888. 

L.  D.  Smith,  President^  A.  C(ark,  Clerk. 

H.  N.  Baldwid,  Cashier, 

Directors* 

H.  N.  Baldwin,  "  S.  F.  Hooper, 

Giles  Bloomfield,  A.  P.  Fitch, 

Gould  Butler,  P.  B.  Rine, 

L.  D.  Smith,  T.  Farrand. 

A.  Clark, 

BANK  OV^  LAPEER. 
Nonnan  Davidichi»  PtmbDir  (uMil  Feb.  1, 1888.) 
T.  J.  Benedict,  President 

Alvin  N.  Hart,  Cashier,  (until  12th  Feb.  1888^ 

S.  T.  Cady,  Cashier. 

Diretikirs. 
Norman  Davidson,  Silas  D.  McKeen, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4«8  SENATE  DOCUMENTS. 

Aaron  Goodrich,  Benj.  F.  Town, 

Alvin  N.  Hart,  Oliver  B.  Hart. 

FARMERS  BANK  OF  SHARON. 
Ruel  AmbroBe,  President,  Allen  Baldwin,  Cashier. 

Directors. 
Ruel  Ambrose,  Almond  R.  Fittgerald, 

Nathaniel  Ambrose,  S.  R.  Draper, 

B.  Miller,  William  A.  Crocker, 

David  Fitzgerald,  Samuel  Brown. 

Calvin  Thompson, 

MERCHANTS  BANK  OF  CENTERVILLE. 
Thomas  W.  Langley,  Preadent 

Directors. 
Adams  Wakemao,  James  Tan  Bumi, 

Wm.  S.  Stevens,  P.  Riley  Tull, 

Thos.  W.  Ungley,  W.  B.  Bn)wn, 

Daniel  Hoffan,  Wm.  F.  Moseley, 

Amos  C.  nubbard, 

BANK  OF  GOODRICH. 
Enos  Groodrich,  Prandent^  Aaron  Groodrich,  Caihier* 

Directors. 

Moses  Groodrich, 
Enos  Goodriohy  . 
John  Vantine, 
Chariest  Vantine, 
Levi  W.  Goodrich. 

SAGINAW  CITY  BANK. 
Norman  I4ttie,  President.  Nelson  Smith,  Cashien 

Direftors. 
Charles  L.  Richman,  fi.  S.  Williams, 

Wm.  L.  P.  Little,  Nelson  Smith. 

T.  L.  Howe, 

BANK  OF  SALINE. 
S.  Finch,  President,  W.  Qavnatt,  Cashier. 

Directors. 

S.  Finch,  Thomas  Vood/. 

A.  Godard,  0.  Parsons, 

J.  S-  Ware,  D.  D.  Wallace. 
O.  Howe, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOOUMBMTS. 


4a» 


FARMERS  BANK  OP  SHARON. 
Ruel  Ambrose,  President,  Allen  Baldwin,  Cashier. 

Directors, 
R.  Ambrose,  Amasa  Gillette 

A.  H.  Burdick,  Isaac  Godfroy. 

Fr.  A.  Gillett, 

BANK  OF  ALLEGAN. 
Alex.  L.  Ely,  Henry  H.  Clarke,  Cashier. 

Stockholders, 

N.  Abbott, 
J.  L.  Shearer, 
Joseph  Fisk, 
L.  Winslow, 
Benjamin  Eager, 
Wm.  Finn. 


Alex.  L.  Ely, 
Elisha  D.  Ely, 
Jacob  B.  Baily, 
Harvey  J.  Clark, , 
David  B.  Stout, 
L.  Lyons, 
Henry  H.  Booth, 


BANK  OF  UTICA. 


Jacob  Summers,  President, 
G.C.  Leech, 


John  James,  Cashier. 


Payhe  K.  Leech,  jr. 
John  James, 

D.  W.  Philips, 
Ephraim  Calkins, 
A.  G.  Finden, 

G.  Hanscom, 

E.  Endres, 

J.  S.  Fletcher, 
G.C.  Leech, 
J.  Lister, 
Sheldon  Owen, 


Stockholders. 

C.  S.  Madison, 
A.  Keeney, 

3.  Lftdd, 
A.  B.  Adams, 
Wm.  A.  Davis, 
O.  Sheldon, 

D.  Steevens, 
I«.  D.  Owen, 
A.  Bond, 

J.  Summers. 


BANK  OP  MANCHESTER. 
SUKikhiMers. 


George  Howe,  President, 
Barnabas  Case, 
Marvin  Howard, 
Oliver  Kellpcg, 
Nicholas  Bicker, 
John  A.  Sloat, 
James  H.  Fellows, 
Danl.  A.  Mills, 
John  Wain, 


Andrew  G.  Irwin,  Cashier. 

Thos.  J.  Faxen, 

D.  Wilson, 

A*  Hughes, 

George  Howe, 

C.  M.  D.  Bull, 

Emanuel  Chase, 

W.  D.  Clark, 

James  Perrin, 
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Lewis  Dodge,  C.  C«  Cotloni 

Nathan  Morse,  Caleb  Clark, 

Josiah  R.  Stout,  David  6.  Gilbert, 

R.  L.  Fellows,  Albert  Howe, 

Joha  Weltz,  Lorenzo  Higgins, 

Anthony  Poucher,  W.  T.  Alderman, 

Thos.  Morgan,  Alanson  Case, 

Wm.  S.  Carr,  S.  <fe  J.  H.  Fargo, 

John  Miller,  M.  D.  Higgins. 

CLINTON  CANAL  BANK. 

March  9,  1888. 
Wm.  S.  Stevens,  President,        A.  Treadway,  Cashier, 
David  Paddock,  President,        .  W.  W.  Davis,    do 

StockhdlderB. 

Benj.  P.  Wixomi  J.  E.  Beers, 

Andrew  C,  Walker,  D.  H.  Parker, 

Warren  Messenger,  Wm.  A.  Nelson, 

P.  J.  Perrin,  A.  B.  Newcomb, 

J.  M.  Coonley,  S.  C  Munson, 

Samuel  Powers,  Charles  Hubbell, 

Hezekiah  B.  Smith,  W.  S.  Stevens, 

N.  J.  Daniels,  W.  H.  Adams, 

Elijah  F.  Cook,  Wm.  Phelps. 
E  B.  Comstock, 

SUxliholders. 

June  29,  1838. 

A.  B.  Newcomb,  David  Paddock, 

Samuel  Power,  J.  M.  Coonley, 

Tobias  Love,  G.  W.  Wisner, 

W.  S.  Stevens,  P.  Van  Every, 

Alfr^  Judson,  E.  B.  Comstock, 

H.  B.  Smith,  E.  F.  Cook, 

N.  J.  Daniels,  Isaac  Paddock. 
A.  C.  Walker, 

FARMERS'  BANK  OP  GENESEE. 

December  30,  1831 
H.  R.  Jerome,  President,  R.  M.  Morrison,  Cashier. 

Directors. 

H.  R.  Jerome,  A.  Miller, 

T.  J.  Drake,  Curtis  Bellows, 

R.  M.  Morrison,  W.  Davis, 

Lyman  Stow,  Simpson  Buck. 
E.  R.  Ewing. 
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January  4, 1638« 
R.  J.  S*  Page  was  appointed  cashier. 
Thos.  J.  Drake,  LymaD  Stow,  R*  M.  Morrison,  transferred  their 

stock,  vacated  their  seats  as  directors,  and 
R.  J.  S.  Page,  Benj.  Bowers,  Levi  Gllkey,  were  appointpd 

directors  in  their  stead. 

AFFIDAVITS. 
(No.  1.) 

Oakland  County  Bank— Affidavit  of  Seth  Beach. 

9rATB  OF  MicmoAN, ) 
Oakland  County.     )^ 

Seth  Beach,  of  said  countv,  maketh  oath  and  saitb,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  original  stockholoers  of  the  Oakland  county  bank*  and 
was  eleded  treasurer,  and  subsequently  cashier  of  said  bank ; 
and  the  deponent  further  saitH,  iliat  he  was  familiar  with  the  pror 
ceedings  ot  the  stockholders  of  said  bank  at  the  time  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  books  of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  instj** 
lution ;  and  that  so  far  as  his  knowledge  extends,  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  every  person  who  was  so  disoosed  to  subscribe  tp 
t^  capital  stock  ot  said  bank ;  and  the  dsponent  further  saitli, 
that  upon  the  final  distribution  of  the  s^id  stock,  each  and  every 
person  received  their  proper  proportion. 

The  deponent  further  said,  that  on  the  27th  day  of  March 
last  past,  while  acting  as  cashier,  fifteen  thousand  dollars  in 
specie  was  actually  paid  in,  pursuant  to  the  said  charter ;  and  that 
there  being  no  banking-house  belonging  to  the  Oakland  couiUy 
bank,  the  money  was  directed  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  Wil* 
iji^m  S.  Stevens*  for  safe  keeping,  who  gave  a  receipt  therefor  to 
s^id  bank*  and  held  the  same  subject  to  the  order  of  the  proper 
officers  of  said  bank  ;  and  the  deponent  further  saitl),  that  the  said 
books  of  subscription  were  opened  by  him,  and  continued. open 
for  and  during  the  period  prescribed  by  the  charter. 

S.  BEACH. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  this  24th  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. 
*  CLARK  BEARDSLEY, 

Juitioe  qf  tim  Peace* 
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(No.  2.) 

AfidaoU  €f  W.  8.  Stevens. 

Statb  or  HbcmoAiff ) 
County  of  Wayne.   \  ^ 

WOliam  S.  Stevens,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  od 
the  27th  day  of  February,  A.  D*  1838,  he  purchasecf  of  O.  U« 
Richardson,  William  Draper,  and  Seth  Beach,  of  Pontiac,  all  or 
nearly  all,  of  the  shares  of  stock  in  the  Oakland  county  bank,  for 
which  he  paid  a  bonus  of  ten  thousand  dollars.  In  this  purchase 
the  stock  was  taken  by  him,  as  if  nothing  had  been  paid  npoo  the 
same.  The  bank  had  not  then  been  put  into  operatioo.  William 
Draper  was  the  president,  and  Seth  Beach  cashier  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

On  the  twenty  seventh  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1838,  deponent 
borrowed  all  the  specie  which  was  at  that  time  in  the  Clintod 
canal  bank,  and  directed  his  hired  man  to  take  it  down  to  a  room 
prepared  for  the  Oakland  county  bank.  Deponent  does  not  re- 
collect the  amount,  but  thinks  it  was  five  or  six  thousand  dollars. 
This  specie  was  taken  to  the  bank,  was  counted  by  Mr.  Beach 
as  casnier,  and  credited  on  the  books  as  paid  in  on  the  stock  of 
the  bank.  After  being  thus  counted,  the  same  was  taken  immc'^ 
diately  back  to  the  Clinton  canal  bank  aiid  again  sent  to  the 
Oakland  county  bank,  to  be  again  counted  and  credited  as  before. 
This  was  repeated  until  the  whole  amount  so  counted  and  cre« 
dited  made  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  After  this  was 
done,  deponent,  at  the  request  of  said  Beach,  gave  a  receipt  for 
the  amount  (815,000)  to  the  Oakland  county  bank.  This  depo- 
nent does  not  know  that  any  other  specie  was  ever  paid  in  to  said 
bank;  the  amount  above  mentioned  was  never  returned  to  it. 
This  payment  was  made  to  secure  the  charter  merely,  and  was 
not  intended  to  remain  in  the  bank  as  a  bona  fide  payment  of 
stock.  At  this  time  deponent  had  no  interest  in  the  Clinton  canal 
bank,  but  borrowed  the  specie  as  above  stated,  of  the  president 
and  cashier  of  said  bank,  for  the  express  purpose  above  men- 
tioned. 

Deponent  farther  says,  that  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  April 
last,  he  sold  and  transferred  five  hundred  shares  of  stock,  which  h€ 
had  in  said  Oakland  county  bank,  to  Mason  Converse,  and  one 
thousand  shares  to  M.  B.  Sherwood.  Said  Converse  was  to  pay 
deponent  three  thousand  dollars  for  the  same.  For  this,  he  cave 
a  draft  on  the  Bank  of  Brest,  endorsed  by  Lewis  Godard,  which, 
however,  was  dishonored.  By  these  sales  the  stock  was  to  be 
taken  as  it  then  existed,  nothing  having  been  paid  on  the  same, 
and  said  Sherwood  and  Converse  were  to  pay  in  upon  the  same 
their  proportion  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  (being  in  all  #15,000,) 
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in  spedeA  Said  CoiiTerse  proposed  afterwards  to  put  in  for  his 
share,  instead  of  specie,  five  thousand  dollars  of  bills  of  the  Bank 
of  Coldwater,  but  this  deponent  refused  to  receive  the  same. 
Nothing  was  paid  by  said  Converse,  but  he  soon  afterwards  as- 
signed his  stock  to  Messrs.  Brooks  and  McReynolds.  The  pro- 
portion which  was  to  have  been  paid  in  by  said  Sherwood,  to 
wit :  910,000,  was  paid  by  a  certificate  of  specie  deposite,  issued 
by  the  Bank  of  Pontiac.  This  certificate  was  credited  to  said 
Sherwood,  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  but  in  fact  never  went  into 
the  bank,  and  was  taken  away  by  said  Sherwood,  or  some  of  his 
friends,  to  Bufialo. 

While  said  Convene  and  Sherwood  held  a  majority  of  said 
stock,  as  above  mentioned,  Geo.  TH.  Keeney,  of  Bufialo,  was 
elected  president,  and  William  Kortz,  also  of  Buffalo*  was  chosen 
cashier.  The  bills  of  the  bank  were  obtained  from  the  engraver 
about  this  time,  and  notes  to  the  amount  of  eicht  thousand  four 
hundred  dollars  were  signed  by  said  Kortz  and  Keeney,  and  werei 
taken  to  Bufialo  by  them.  A  receipt  was  left  for  them,  in  bank. 
Deponent  was  afterwards  informed,  that  of  this  amount,  five  thou-* 
sand  four  hundred  dollars  were  afterwards  obtained  from  them, 
and  returned  to  the  bank.  During  the  time  when  said  Converse 
and  Sherwood  owned  a  majority  of  the  bank,  there  was  do  specie 
or  other  available  assets  belonging  to  the  institution. 

Some  time  in  June  last,  deponent  sold  the  remainin^portion  of 
the  stock  owned  by  him  in  said  bank,  to  EdwarJBrooks  and 
Andrew  T.  McReynolds,  of  Detroit.  They  wore  to  pay  him  foi* 
the  same  the  amount  paid  by  this  deponent  therefor,  but  have  as 
yet  paid  nothing.  They  were  also  to  take  the  same  as  it  then 
was,  knowing  that  nothing  had  in  fact  ever  been  paid  in  on  thd 
same.  The  safe  was  broken  open  by  deponent,  to  shew  said 
Brooks  and  McReynolds  the  actual  situation  of  the  bank,  and 
deponent  expressly  told  them  that  not  a  cent  had  been  pnid  in  on 
the  stock,  and  that  said  bank  had  never  issued  a  dollar,  excepting 
the  amount  above  mentioned,  whioh  was  taken  away  by  said 
Sherwood.  This  amount  in  the  hands  of  said  Sherwood,  was 
taken  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  this  deponent. 

On  the  day  of  said  last  mentioned  sale  and  transfer  of  stock, 
deponent  resigned  as  director  in  said  bank,  and  knows  nothing  of 
its  transactiiMis  since  that  time. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  after  he  had  purchased  the  stock 
above  mentioned,  he  was  informed  that  the  requisitions  of  the 
charter  of  said  bank  had  not  been  complied  with  in  the  original 
subscription  to  the  stock  thereof,  inasmuch  as  the  requisite  notice 
of  the  thne  and  jdace  of  opening  the  books  of  subscription  had 
dot  been  given.  Deponent  gave  notice  of  the  fact  to  those  to 
whom  he  sold  said  stock,  and  told  them  that  the  same  might 
defeat  all  interest  under  the  charter,  and  also  gave  them  copies  of 
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a  correspoodeiice  between  the  caifiier,  (Seth  Beachi)  and  M.  J. 
BacoDy  Esq.  then  the  bank  commissioner. 

W.  B.  STEVENS. 
Sobscribed  and  sworn  tch  this  eleventh  day  of  February,  A.  D. 
1839. 

A*  FEIX!H»  Btxnk  Cointnhriontr* 


(Naa) 
Affidavit  of  Orrin  Parsons,  a  Director  of  the  Bank  of  Satins 

StATB  OF  MiCHIGAlf ,     )  88. 

County  of  Washtenaw.  ) 

Orrin  Parsons,  of  said  county,  beii^  duly  sworn,  on  odth  saya^ 
that  he  is  a  director  of  the  Bank  of  Saline,  and  has  been  in  that 
capacity  for  about  seven  months — that  he  attended  a  meeting  of 
the  board  of  directors  at  the  banking-house,  in  Saline,  on  the  six- 
teenth  day  of  August  instant,  according  to  deponent's  best  recol- 
lection. Deponent  was  sent  for  to  attend  said  meeting.  The 
foUowii^  directors  attended  said  meeting,  namely :  Abe!  6odard» 
Silas  Finch,  Daniel  D.  Wallace,  Orrin  Howe,  and  this  deponent. 
Said  Godard  informed  the  board>  at  the  meeting,  that  an  isgiuio- 
tion  had  been  made  out  against  the  bank  of  Brest,  and  that  be 
feared  there  would  be  an  injunction  against  the  Bank  of  Saline^ 
Deponent  does  not  recollect  that  he  said  an  injunction  waas^ved* 
but  supposed  there  was  one  out  against  the  Brest  bank,  and  sup* 
posed  there  would  be  one  against  the  Bank  of  Saline.  He  saicl 
moreover,  that  the  Bank  of  Brest  had  made  an  assignment  of  aU 
its  effects  previous  to  the  service  of  the  writ  of  injunction  upon 
it,  and  he  advised  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Bank  of  Saline  to 
do  the  same ;  but  said  that  the  board  must,  nevertheless^  do  ae 
they  thought  best  in  regard  to  it.  Said  Godard  further  stated* 
that  he  thought  the  bank  would  have  to  wind  up  its  concerns,  and 
that  it  was  ^st  to  do  so  by  making  an  assignment  of  all  its  pnn 
perty  and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors ;  that  it  was  tet- 
ter to  have  it  go  into  the  hands  of  an  assignee  than  of  a  reoeiver. 
After  consultation,  the  board  passed  a  resolution  to  assign,  for  the 
benefit  of  creditors,  all  the  property  and  eflfeots  of  the  bank  to 
Alexander  D.  Fraser,  Esq.  of  the  city  of  Detroit. 

The  assignment  was  written  previously,  and  lay  on  the  table 
when  deponent  went  into  the  room  where  the  meeting  was  heML 
Deponent  does  not  know  when  or  by  whom  it  was  prepared. 
The  name  of  Mr.  Fraser,  as  assignee,  was  suggested  by  Mr* 
Godard,  who  stated  that  he  was  the  assignee  of  the  Bank  of  Brest, 
and  it  would  be  less  expensive  to  have  him,  as  he  couid  attend  lo 
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bolh ;  bat  said,  if  the  difeotoni  fyrfeferred,  they  could  make  an  ap* 
poiDtment  in  the  immediate  :Deigbborhood  of  the  bank.  Tne 
aangsment  was  executed  before  the  meeting  adjourned. 

(S)  the  next  day,  deponent  went  into  Detroit  with  the  president 
and  cashier,  and  one  or  the  directors.  The  assignment  was  given 
to  Mr.  Eraser  by  the  president,  Silas  Finch,  E^.  The  books 
uid  property  and  papers  were  also  sent  to  his  office*  Very  little 
conversation  took  place  with  Mr.  Eraser  on  the  subject 

The  assignment  was  made  for  fear  of  an  injunction,  and  to 
avoid  being  closed  up  by  a  receiver  appointed  by  the  Chancellor 
of  the  state.  It  was  thought  better  to  close  up  Toluntarily  by 
assignment  than  to  have  it  done  by  law.  Deponent  believed  that 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  thus  to  close  up  the  concerns  of  the 
bank  and  to  pay  its  debts. 

Some  time  in  the  early  part  of  August  instant,  post  notes  were 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Saline  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  loan  payable  in 
one  year  with  interest.  They  were  endorsed  by  Lewis  Godard 
and  this  deponent,  and  a  part  of  them  by  Daniel  D.  Wallace. 
The  post  notes  were  taken  by  Lewis  Godard  to  be  transmitted  to 
Lyman  A.  Spalding,  of  Lockport,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a 
loan. 

Deponent  did  not  know  that  any  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Saline 
were  in  the  hands  of  Lyman  A.  Spakling,  until  he  was  told  so 
some  time  after  the  transaction  is  said  to  have  taken  place. 

On  the  day  of  the  assignment,  a  vote  passed  the  board  of  di« 
rectors  to  redeem  bills  in  the  hands  of  an  mdividual  to  the  amount 
of  six  hundred  dollars,  in  specie,  which  was  accordingly  done. 
Eight  hundred  dollars,  in  specie,  was  in  like  manner  paid  to  one 
of  the  depositors. 

ORRIN  PARSONS. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  Slst  day  of  August, 
A.  D.  1838. 

A.  EELCH,  Bank  Comrnktioner. 


(No.  4.) 
Affidavit  of  8.  Finch,  President  of  the  Bank  of  Saline. 

Staiv  of  MicmoAif,    ) 
County  of  Washtenaw*  )    ' 

Silas  Finch,  of  said  county,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says, 
that  be  is  and  has  been  for  about  seven  months  last  past,  president 
of  the  Bank  of  Saline ;  and  he  is  and  has  been  during  the  same  time 
a  director  of  the  same.    That  he  was  present  at  the  last  exam- 
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ination  of  the  afiain  and  condition  of  said  bank,  made  by  A 
Fckhy  one  of  the  bank  commissioners  of  said  state  of  Michigan  ; 
that  no  material  exchange,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent, 
took  place  in  the  afibirs  or  condition  of  said  institution  after  said 
last  mentioned  examination,  until  the  sixteenth  day  of  August 
instant.  On  said  sixteenth  day  of  August  a  meeting  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  sakl  bank  was  called  and  held  at  the  instance  of 
Abel  Godard,  one  of  the  directors ;  said  Grodard  came  to  Saline 
on  that  day,  and  at  said  meeting  of  the  directors,  informed  the 
board  that  an  injunction  was  made  out  against  the  Bank  of  Brest, 
and  that  he  feared  there  would  be  an  injunction  against  the  Bank 
of  Saline.  He  said,  moreover,  that  the  Bank  of  Brest  had  made 
an  assignment  of  all  its  effects  previous  to  the  service  of  the  writ 
of  injunction  upon  it,  and  he  advised  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
Bank  of  Saline  to  do  the  same,  but  said  that  the  board  must  never- 
theless do  as  they  thought  best  in  regard  to  it.  Said  Godard  fur- 
ther stated  that  he  thought  the  bank  would  have  to  wind  up  its 
concerns,  and  that  it  was  best  to  do  so  by  making  an  assignment 
of  all  its  property  and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors — that 
it  was  better  to  have  it  so  into  the  hands  of  an  assignee  than  of 
a  receiver.  After  consultation,  the  board  passed  a  vote  authoriz- 
ing the  president  and  cashier  to  make  a  general  assignment,  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  of  all  the  property  and  efifects  of  the 
bank  to  Alexander  D.  Fraser,  Esq.  of  Detroit.  The  assignment 
was  written  previously  and  produced  about  the  time  of  the  open* 
ing  of  the  meeting,  but  deponent  cannot  tell  by  whom. 

The  assignment  was  executed  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of 
the  board,  &fore  the  meeting  adjourned.  Mr.  Godard  suggested 
the  name  of  Mr.  Fraser,  as  assignee,  and  stated  that  he  was  as- 
signee of  the  Bank  of  Brest,  and  could  attend  to  both  without 
much  extra  trouble,  but  said  if  the  board  preferred  it,  they  could 
use  any  other  name. 

On  the  next  day  this  deponent,  in  company  with  Orrin  Parsons 
and  Daniel  D.  Wallace,  two  of  the  dii^ectors,  and  A.  Mandell, 
cashier,  went  into  Detroit,  and  took  with  them  the  assignment 
aforesaid,  and  also  the  property,  efiects,  books  and  papers  of  the 
bank  ;  and  all  were  delivered  over  to  said  A.  D.  Fraser  as  assig- 
nee. Deponent  saw  Mr.  Fraser,  but  had  no  conversation  with 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  bank  or  the  assignment.  Deponent 
handed  the  assignment  to  said  Fraser,  and  the  papers,  property, 
books  and  effects  were  sent  to  his  office.  He  has  had  no  conver- 
sation since  that  time  with  Mr.  Fraser,  on  the  subject 

The  inducement  to.n^ake  the  assignment  was  the  statements 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  board  above  mentioned,  and  the  ex- 
pectation that  an  injunction  would  be  issued  against  the  bank. 
There  was  not,  to  the  knowledge  of  this  deponent,  any  other  in- 
ducement to  make  the  assignment.    The  board  were  led  to  be- 
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lieve  that  that  was  the  best  way  to  close  up  the  baoL    This  opin- 
ion was  adopted  on  mature  deliberation. 

About  sixty  dollars  in  specie  belonging  to  the  bank  was  deliver- 
ed to  said  Eraser  as  assignee. 

(>i  or  about  the  fourth  day  of  August  instant,  said  Bank  of  Sa- 
line issued  post  notes  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  to  the  amount 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  loan 
to  that  amount.  These  notes  were  payable  at  the  Phoenix  bank 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  one  year  from  date,  with  interest,  and 
were  endorsed  by  individuals  in  Michigan,  and  were  sent  to  lay- 
man A.  Spalding  of  Lockport,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  but  they 
have  been  sent  for,  and  it  is  expected  they  will  soon  be  returned- 
Nothing  was  ever  received  by  the  bank  for  them.  They  were 
not  endorsed  by  a  Bank  Commissioner.  They  were  received  by 
Lewis  Godard  at  the  bank  of  Saline  for  the  purpose  above  stated. 

Some  four  months  since,  the  bank  sent  to  Lyman  A.  Spalding, 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  Saline  amounting  to  fifteen  or  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  which  were  in  sealed  packages,  and  were  to  remain  seal- 
ed,  as  collateral  security  for  certain  drafts  which  were  to  be  made 
by  the  bank  on  said  Spalding,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  bills 
of  the  bank.  Drafts  to  the  amount  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars 
were  made  by  said  bank  in  accordance  with  such  arrangement, 
but  deponent  does  not  know  whether  any  thing  has  been  paid  on 
them  by  him  or  not.  Deponent  does  not  know  whether  the  bills 
last  above  mentioned  were  entered  on  the  proper  books  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  issues  of  said  bank  or  not,  nor  does  he  know  wheth- 
er the  same  were  exhibited  in  any  manner  as  issued,  on  exami- 
nation of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  by  a  Bank  Commissioner. 

Deponent  believes  that  there  is  no  charge  or  other  evidence  of 
debt  against  Lyman  A.  Spalding  on  the  books  or  among  the  pa- 
pers o?  said  bank. 

At  the  time  of  said  assignment,  there  was  in  the  hands  of  Lewis 
Godard  for  exchange  purposes,  seventeen  thousand  dollars  in  bills 
of  the  said  Bank  of  Saline.  Deponent  believes  that  the  amount 
is  now  secured  by  endorsed  notes.  Deponent  does  not  recollect 
whether  this  amount  was  entered  among  the  circulation  of  the 
bank  or  not,  nor  does  he  remember  whether  any  charge  was  made 
to  said  Godard  of  the  same  on  book.  This  advance  wfes  made 
to  Mr.  Godard  by  votes  of  the  directors  in  December  last,  ac- 
cording to  deponent's  best  recollection. 

On  the  day  of  the  assignment  aforesaid,  by  vote  of  the  direc- 
tors, said  Lewis  Godard  was  permitted  to  take  from  the  bank 
five  thousand  dollars  in  bills  of  the  River  Raisin  and  Lake  Erie 
Railroad  company,  and  to  substitute  for  the  same  his  own  paper 
with  good  endorsers  for  the  amount,  payable  in  four  months,  with 
interest.  S.  FINCH. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  31st  Aug.  A.  D.  1838. 
A.  FELCH,  Bank  Commissioner. 
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(Na  5.) 
hapeer  Bank-^Affidojoii  cf  CaMer. 
Bank  of  Lapebb,      ) 

The  capital  stock  of  this  bank  is  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
books  of  subscription  were  opened  on  the  1 9th  day  of  October, 
A.  D.  1837.  At  that  time  the  whole  amount  was  subscribed* 
and  on  distribution  of  the  stock,  the  ten  per  cent  on  the  seyeral 
shares  was  paid  in  specie.  Some  of  tne  subscribers  did  not 
pay  in  their  full  amount,  but  others  overpaid,  so  that  the  ten  per 
cent  on  the  whole  stock  was  paid  in.  This  was  paid  in  as  the 
property  of  the  bank,  but  a  part  was  withdrawn  by  the  sulMcri- 
oers  and  paid  back  to  them.  The  bank  went  into  operation  on 
the  6tb  or  8th  of  December  last,  previous  to  which  time  the  full 
amount  of  thirty  per  cent  on  the  capital  stock  was  paid  in ;  a  part 
of  the  amount  was  in  gold  and  silver,  but  the  greater  part  of  it 
was  in  specie  certificates,  issued  by  the  Farmers'  and  Mechan- 
ics' bank,  at  Detroit  There  was  but  one  specie  certificate,  and 
the  amount  was  applied  on  difierent  subscriptions  of  stock.  The 
certificate  was  obtained,  and  brought  forward  by  Aaron  Good- 
rich. This  certificate  was  in  the  bank  several  weeks,  and  was 
finally  withdrawn  and  taken  away  by  said  Goodrich.  The 
amount  of  the  certificate  was  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  There 
was  at  the  time  the  bank  went  into  operation,  I  think,  less  than 
otte  thousand  dollars.  The  certificate  was  taken  away  by  Grood- 
rich  on  or  about  the  12th  or  31st  day  of  January.  No  entry  of 
the  certificate  on  the  books  of  the  bank  now  exhibited,  was  made ; 
but  on  a  small  book  the  amount  of  checks  drawn  by  said  Good- 
rich  was  made  and  entered,  but  I  cannot  say  that  any  entry  of 
the  certificate  was  then  made  by  me.  That  book  was  handed 
over  to  the  present  cashier,  D.  S.  Cady,  and  I  have  not  seen  it 
since  Mr.  Cady  left  Lapeer.  I  think  no  entry  was  made  on  the 
books,  and  no  paper  or  draft  received  from  said  Goodrich  when 
he  received  the  certificate  of  deposite.  Said  Groodrich  also^  at 
difierent  times,  received  on  his  own  individual  check  the  bills  of 
the  bank  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  dollars,  or  thereabouts, 
for  which  nothing  had  been  received  by  the  bank  when  I  resigned 
as  cashier.  He  had,  however,  a  small  bill  for  services,  Ac, 
against  the  bank,  amounting  to  a  sum  less  than  a  thousand  dd* 
lars,  as  I  should  think.  Said  Goodrich  was  a  director,  and  took 
the  bills  for  the  purpose  of  exchange.  While  cashier,  I  boi:^t 
some  gold  and  silver,  which  went  into  the  bank — ^the  amount  was 
small,  cannot  say  how  much. 

I  was  cashier  trom  the  commencement  of  operations  until  the 
twelfth  day  of  February  last,  and  Mr.  D.  S.  Cady  was  appointed 
cashier.   Mr.  Norman  Davison  was  appointed  president  when  it 
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went  into  operation,  and  sold  his  stock  and  resigned  on  the  first ' 
day  of  February  last    Mr.  J.  T'  Benedict  is  now  president. 

The  issues  of  the  bank  while  I  was  cashier,  amounted  to  sixty- 
four  or  sixty-five  thousand  dollars,  including;^  bills  in  the  hands  of 
Aaron  Goodrich  and  H.  H.  Brown  &Co.,of  i)etroit,  for  exchange. 
The  amount  of  discounted  paper  was  twenty  or  twenty  one  thou- 
sand dollars.    None  of  the  issues  were  destroyed. 

After  the  thirty  per  cent  was  paid  in,  there  was  an  understand- 
ing that  the  stockholders  might  draw  out  on  their  own  checks  to 
the  amount  of  their  capital  paid  in,  in  the  bills  of  the  bank.  Ma- 
ny of  them  did  so :  and  I  was  afterwards  directed  by  the  direc- 
tors to  obtain  for  the  advance  to  them  their  notes  with  endorsers. 
I  obtained  notes  covering  the  amount  of  such  advances,  with 
security.  These  notes  are  a  part  of  the  discounted  paper  above 
mentioned. 

I  left  with  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.  twenty-five  hundred  dollars, 
for  which  I  was  to  draw  upon  him,  payable  in  country  funds. 
While  checking,  I  drew  for  three  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars, 
which  was  paid.  I  do  not  know  of  their  paying  any  thing  more 
towards  it.  I  have  drawn  several  drafts  since,  none  of  which, 
so  far  as  I  have  been  advised,  are  yet  paid.  At  the  time  I  left 
the  bank  as  cashier,  there  were  remaining  in  the  bank,  in  sheets, 
bills  of  the  bank  signed  by  Mr.  Davison  as  president,  and  myself 
as  cashier,  to  the  amount  of  about  ten  thousand  dollars,  or  there- 
about, according  to  my  best  recollection.  Most  of  them  were  not 
filled,  other  than  by  signing. 

There  were  in  the  bank,  returned  from  circulation,  when  I  left 

the  institution,  about  eight  or  nine  hundred  dollars  in  bills  of  the 

bank.    At  the  time  I  left  the  institution,  the  resources  of  the  bank 

were  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  now  ascertain,  viz : 

Bills  discounted,  820,893  00 

Specie,  1,201  77 

Cash  in  the  hands  of  H.  H.  Brown  &  Ca  2,125  00 

Aaron  Goodrich  on  checks,  say  40,000  00 

•64,219  77 
The  liabilities  of  the  bank  were  as  follows,  as  near  as  I  can  now 
ascertain,  viz : 
Capital  Biork  paid  in,  915,000  00 

Circulation,  say  65,000  00 

Expense  account,  say  1,000  00 

•81,000  00 
The  papers,  books,  notes,  &c.  belonging  to  the  bank,  were  all 
transferred  by  me  to  the  present  cashier. 

A.  V.  HART. 
Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  March, 
A.  D.  1838.  A.  FELCH,  Bank  Commissioner. 
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(No.  6.) 

Affidavit  of  Teller j  and  List  of  Subscribers  and  Stockholders. 

Starts  of  M ichioan,   ) 
Lapeer  County,    \     * 

Personally  appeared  before  the  undersigned,  a  Bank  Commis-' 
sioneg  of  said  state,  Hiram  B.  Lyman,  who  being  duly  sworn,  oa 
oalh  says,  that  he  is  teller  in  the  Bank  of  Lapeer,  to  which  sta« 
tion  he  was  appointed  on  the  eighth  day  of  the  present  month,  at 
which  time,  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office, — J.  T.  Benedict 
was  the  president,  and  Dennis  S.  Cady,  cashier.  On  the  day  of 
my  appointment  as  teller,  the  president  and  cashier  both  left  La- 
peer, intending  to  go,  as  I  understood  from  their  conversation,  to 
Jackson  county,  for  the  purpose  of  pbtaining  funds  with  which  to 
redeem  the  bills  of  this  bank,  expecting  as  they  said,  to  return  to 
Lapeer  on  the  13th  or  i4th  instant.  The  bank  was  left  in  my 
charge. 

I  do  not  find  the  original  book  of  subscription  to  the  stock  of 
the  bank.  The  aiiuexcd  is  a  true  list  of  the  stockholders,  and 
amount  held,  as  well  as  transfers,  as  exhibited  by  the  stock  ledger. 
There  is  no  other  book  of  stock  account  in  the  bank,  and  no  list 
posted  up.  The  cashier  and  president,  and  also  myself,  are  di- 
rectors ;  the  others,  I  do  not  know,  and  there  is  no  book  in  the 
bank  exhibiting  ir.  There  is  no  book  showing  any  statement  of 
the  affairs  and  condition  of  the  bank. 

It  seems  from  the  books,  that  on  the  twentieth  day  of  Decem- 
ber last,  notes  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  issued  to  the  amount  of 
twenty-two  thousand  dollars.  No  other  issues  appear  by  ttvd 
books,  to  have  been  made.  The  books  shew  the  capital  stock  to 
have  been  paid  in  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  in 
specie.  This  amount  appears  to  have  been  on  hand  on  the  se- 
cond of  January,  and  by  the  daily  entry,  to  have  remained  in  bank 
until  January  eighteenth.  On  the  evening  of  that  day  it  is  stated 
in  the  books,' as  814,560  59 

On  the  evening  of  the  17th   January,  12,177  59 

18th        do  10,093  59 

I9th        do  7,802  59 

22d  do  7,802  59 

24th         do  ,  6,363  59 

29th        do  5,017  09 

30th         do  3,405  09 

31st         do  1,250  09 

Ist  February,  1,200  09 

10th        do  1,200  09 

After  which  no  entry  of  specie  on  hand  is  made.  The  specie 
now  on  hand,  and  which  was  here  when  I  came  into  the  bank, 
amounts  to  twelve  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  seventy-seven 
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osQtf«    Tlie.foilowtog  is:  a  list,  srith  the  amoaut  of  trills  discoont- 
ed,  as  appears  by  the  books,  to  wit : 

No.   1.  Dec.  12,  1837,  B.  B.  Hotchloson,  A.  A.  Dwight  and  A. 
Hubbard,  00  days,  due  12-15  RIarch,  amount,  J500  00 ;  inter- 
'est,  $6  81;  proceeds,' •493  id* 
No.  2.  Dec.  28, 1837,  B.  F.  Towne,  A:  N.  Hart,  and  F.  Pettis. 
90  days,  28-31  March,  amount,  $1,000  ;  interest,  916  68 ;  pro- 
ceeds, *903  32.         . 
No.  3.  Jan.  3,  1838,  O.  B.  Hart,  Dr.  Stebbins  i;  Caleb  Carpen- 
ter, 90  days,  3-6  April,  amount,  3,003  ;  interest,  853  56 ;  pro- 
ceeds, 82,949  44. 
No.  4.  Jan.  11,  1838,  A.  N.  Hart,  secured  by  mortgage,  90  days, 
1M4   April,  amount,  83,195;  interest,  $56   98;  proceeds, 
83,138  12. 
No.  5.  Jan.  11,  1838,  Noah  H.  Hart  N.Patridge  &  ^.  Wheeler, 
90  days,  11-14  April,  amount,  83,500 ;  inteM^est,  862  82;  pro-  . 
cecds,  83,437  38. 
No.  6.  Jan.  11,  1838,  S.  D.'McKeen,  G-  T.  Ball,  »0  days,  11-14 
,    April,  amount,  82,750 ;  interest,  849  05  ;  proceeds,  82,700  65. 
Na  7.  R.  Brownson,  H.  B.  Lynn,  &  K.  H.  Part,  90  days,  11-14 
April,  amount.  3,195  ;   interest,  856  98  j  proceeds,  83,138  01. 
No.  8.  Jan.  1 1,  1838,  George  T.  Ball,  S.  D.  McKeen*  90  days, 
11-14  April,  amount,  83,750  ;   interest,   866  88;   proceeds, 
83,683  12. 

The  abo^e  are  the  discounts  that  appear  by  the  boobs*  All 
the  discpanted  paper  above  specified,  is  in  the  bank,  except  the 
two  first  above  mentioned.  1  do  not  know  where  those  notes  are; 
liave  never  ^(Bcn  them. 

There  is  no  entry  upon  the  books  of  any  thing  in  the  hands  of 
H.  H.  Brown  &  Uo.»  nor  to  Aaron  Goodrich,  except  the  bank 
stock  shares,  in  the  annexed  list  I  have  exhibited  to  the  .cpm- 
missioners  this  day,  all  the  books,  papers  and  efiects  which  were 
in  the  bank  when  I  came  in,  and  all  which  are  in  my  charge  as 
teller. 

I  did  not  know  when  the  president  and  .cashier;  l^t,  that  any 
bills  of  the  bank  had  been  issued,  with  their  signatures.  No  such 
issues  appear  by  the  books  of  the  bank.  I  have,  however,  seen  and 
have  redeemed  a  ten  dollar  bill,  of  this  bank,  under  their  signar 
tures.  i  ; 

At  the  time  the  cashier  left,  he  gave  me  thirty  dollars,  in  the 
bills  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  San£tone,  for  exchange.  I  have 
redeemed  fifteen  dollars  of  the  bills  of  this  bank — the  retnaining 
fifteen  1  have  now  in  the  bank. 

I  have  no  means  of  knowing  the  amount  actually  in  circulation,^ 
except  as  above  stated.  There  are  no  notes  of  the  ba^k  redeem- 
ed,  and  now  on  hand,  excepting  the  fifteen  dollars  above  meiv 
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tioned.  The  new  note,  gigoed  by  the  pret ident  and  cashier,  and 
redeemed  by  me,  is  dated  the  tfairteentn  day  of  Febmary,  A.  D. 
1638. 

The  entries  of  cash  (specie,)  above  meotioDed,  are  in  a  book, 
lettered,  '^Blotter  No.  2,  Bank  of  Lapeer,^  and  headed  at  the  com- 
mencement, "Cash  book."  I  have  seen  no  other  cash  book  be* 
longing  to  the  bank*  nor  any  other  book  in  which  either  the  pre- 
sident or  former  cashier  entered  items  of  that  kind. 

I  had  not  known  when  the  present  president  and  cashier  were 
appointed  to  ofiice :  nor  whether  they  have  taken  an  oath,  or  gi- 
ven bonds  of  office.  Nothing  appears  in  reference  to  it,  by  any 
books  in  the  bank.  No  entry  is  made  relative  to  a  specie  depo- 
site  with  any  bank  or  banking  association,  nor  of  any  certificate 
of  specie  deposite,  in  any  of  the  books  of  the  bank.  I  have  seeo 
a  bond  in  the  hands  of  the  cashier,  but  do  not  know  whether  it 
was  a  bond  of  office  or  for  the  redemption  of  the  notes  of  the 
bank. 

There  appears  by  the  books,  to  be  transferred  to  me^  by  Aaroo 
Groodrich,  on  the  17th  of  February  last,  thirty-eight  shares  of  the 
capital  st(x;k  of  said  bank.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with  said 
Groodrich,  relative  to  the  same,  or  the  purchase  thereof,  nor  did  I 
ever  authorize  any  person  to  contract  for  the  sanoe  for  me.  The 
present  cashier  first  informed  me  that  they  stood  in  my  name,  and 
wished  me  to  become  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank.  Nothing 
has  been  paid  or  secured  for  them  by  me,  and  no  request  of  pay- 
ment, nor  has  any  thing  been  said  about  my  responsibility  for^  the 
same,  by  any  one  to  me. 

H.  B.  LYNN. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to,  before  me,  this  13th  day  of  Marct^ 
A.  D.  1838.  .    ' 

A.  FELCH, 
Bank  Chmmissioner* 

1887. 
Dec.  27.  H.  H.  Harris,  (purchased)  from 

C.  Van  Tyne,  75  shams    ((3,750  00 

1838. 
Jan'y  25.  H.  H.  Harris^        do  do 

L.  W.  Goodrich,  75    do         3,750  00 

H.  H.  Harris,        do  do 

L.H.  Goodrich,  75    do         3,750  00 

do  3,750i  00 

do  250  00 

do         7,500  Oa 


•'y  12.  J.  T.  Benedict, 

do 

do 

E.  Groodrich, 

n 

J.  T.  Benedict, 

do 

do 

J.  B.  Morse, 

5 

D.  S.  Cady, 
A.  Goodrich, 

do 

do 
150 

14.  D.  S.  Cady, 

do 

do 
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A.  Goodrich,  76    do        8,800  00 

17.  H.  B.  Lynn,         do  do 

A.  Goodrich,  88    do        1,900  00 

18.  Sam'I  J.  Searls,       do  do 

Geo.  F.  Ball,  6    do  36f>  00 

19.  Sam'I  J.  SeaHs,     do  do 

R.  Brownson,  3    do  160  00 

Sami  J.  Searls,      do  do 

N.  H.  Hart,  8  '  do  400  00 

21.  Sam'I  J.  Searis,     do  do 

H.  Hinman,  12    do  600  00 

22.  Russell  R.  Beach,  do  do 

Enos  Goodrich,  75    do        8,750  00 


Dtte. 

1837. 
Dec  4. 


1888. 
Jan'y  4. 


lAst  of  Stockholder Sf  and  amount  of  Stock. 

No.of8]nni. 


Richard  Brownson, 
Geo.  F.  Balk 
Norman  Davidson, 
Aaron  Goodrich, 


8 

•150  00 

5 

850  00 

88 

1,900  00 

76 

8,800  00 

Aaron  Goodrich,  (porefaafed)  of 
Groodrich, 
0.  Aaron  Goodrich,  (purchased)  of 
N.  Hart, 
Feb.  1.   Aaron  Goodrich,  (purcbaaed)  of 
Davidson, 


M. 

A. 

N. 


76 


1887. 


Enos  Goodrich, 
Bunice  Groodrich, 
Levi  H.  Goodrich, 
Levi  W.  Goodrich, 
Moses  Goodrich, 
Reaben  Goodrich, 
Alvin  N.  Hart, 
Noah  H.  Hart,  -^ 
Oliver  B.  Hart, 
Horace  Hinman, 
Silas  D.  McKeen, 
Joseph  B.  Morse* 
Theron  Pixley, 
John  Tetcsworth, 
Benjamin  F.  Towne, 
Charles  Vantine, 
19.  George  Mayo, 


8,750  00 


75 

8,750  00 

88 

l.dOO  00 

76 

8,750  00 

75 

8,750  00 

75 

8,750  Ol) 

75 

8.750  00 

76 

3,750  00 

75 

8,750  00 

75 

8,760  00 

8 

400  00 

75 

8^750  00 

12 

600  00 

6 

S50  00 

5 

250  00 

76 

8,750  00 

76 

8,750  00 

S8 

1,150  00 

75 

3,750  00 

88 

1,150  00 
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lAHofTransfmofSUKk. 
1838.    Transferred. 


Fob.  19. 

« 

To  S.  J.  Searl*. 

3 

tl50  00 

18. 

u 

do 

5 

260  00 

1. 

« 

A.  Goodrich, 

38 

1,900  GO 

12, 

M 

D.  S.  Cady, 

150 

7,500  00 

14. 

M 

do 

76 

3300  00 

17. 

M 

H.  P.  Lvnn, 

38 

1,0<M>  00 

13. 

« 

J.  T.  Benedict, 

75 

3.750  00 

22. 

U 

R.  R.  Beach, 

75 

3,760  00 

Jan.  29. 

•♦ 

H.  H.  Harris, 

75 

3,760  00 

a 

do 

75 

3,760  00 

4. 

« 

A.Goodrich, 

75 

3,760  00 

9. 

M 

do 

75 

3,760  00 

Feb.  19. 

« 

a  J.  Searb, 

8 

400  00 

21. 

« 

do 

12 

600  00 

12. 

M 

J.  T.  Benedict, 

5 

250  00 

1887. 

Dot.  18. 

i( 

Gwtgfi  Mayo, 

23 

1.150  00 

«r. 

«. 

H.  H.  Harris, 

76: 

8,750  00 

(No.  T) 

AffidavUofB.  F.  Toume. 

Stjlte  of  MicmoAiff ) 
Wayne  County,       J  **' 

Personally  appeared  before  the  UDdersigned,  a  Barfk  Cotninis* 
sioner  ofsaid  state,  Benjamin  F.  Towne,  of  «aid  coaoty  of  Wayne, 
who  being[  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  he  was  one  ot  the  ori- 
ginal subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer,  and 
that  the  books  of  subscription  to  the  same  were  opened  some  time 
in  the  month  of  October  last  In  the  apportionment  of  the  said 
stock,  twenty-three  shares  were  assigned  to  this  deponent,  on 
which  he.  paid  in  ten  per  cent  in  specie.  Alvin  N.  Hart  of  La- 
peer was  treasurer.  Deponent  doe^not  know  whether  the 
amount  of  ten  per  cent  was  paid  in  by  other  subscribers  or  not, 
though  he  saw  specie  paid  by  some  of  them»  and  I>eard  said  Hart 
say  tnat  the  whole  amount  was  so  paid  in. 

Deponent  was  present  soon  after  the  election  of  the  first  direc- 
tors of  said  bank,  and  was  informed  that  he  was  chosen  a  director, 
and  attended  one  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors.  At  that 
meeting  a  vote  was  passed  authorizing  deponent  to  sell  and  trans- 
fer, his  stock. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  the  ten  per  cent  above  mentioned 
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paid  in  on  bis  capital  stock,  was  never  withdrawn  by  him-  At  or 
aboutthe  time  the  bank  went  into  operationi  deponent  let  said 
Hart,  who  was  then  cashier  of  said  bank,  have  a  certificate  of 
tfaie  treasurer  of  the  United  States  for  one  hundred  dollars  towards 
a  further  instalment  of  twenty-five  per  cent  on  his  stock,  which 
was  received  by  him  instead  of  specie.  Said  Hart  observed  that 
he  had  that  amount  lefl  with  him  in  specie  to  be  paid  for  land 
and  he  would  pay  the  specie  to  the  institution  and  use  the  certifi- 
cate for  the  purchase  of  the  land.  For  the  balance  of  the  twenty 
Esr  cent  on  his  stock  deponent  gave  his  due  bill,  payable  to  said 
art  on  demand  in  specie.  The  due  bill  has  not  been  taken  up. 
Deponent  afterwards  advanced  to  the  bank,  specie  to  the  amount 
of  five  hundred  dollars  or  thereabout,  which  was  received  at  De- 
troit by  Aaron  Goodrich,  and  deponent  was  afterwards  informed 
by  said  Hart  or  said  Goodrich,  or  by  both,  that  the  same  wzs 
paid  by  said  Goodrich  to  said  Hart.  This  specie  was  never 
withdrawn  by  deponent. 

Not  long  after  the  bank  went  into  operation,  deponent  over- 
heard a  conversation  between  said  Hart,  cashier  thereof,  and 
Aaron  Goodrich  one  of  the  directors,relativc  to  a  certificate  of  spe- 
cie deposite.  Deponent  did  not  understand  th^it  it  belonged  to  ihe 
Bank  of  Lapeer ;  did  not  see  the  certificate  nor  learn  the  amount, 
but  did  understand  that  it  was  issued  by  the  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' bank  at  Detroit  Deponent  never  applied  to  said  last 
mentioned  bank  for  such  certificate,  and  never  negotiated  for  nor 
did  he  obtain  the  same.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  certificate  until 
he  heard  of  it  at  Lapeer  in  the  aforesaid  conversation.  Deponent 
understood  that  said  certificate  was  to  be  used  by  the  Bank  of 
Lapeer,  but  for  what  purpose  he  did  not  understand  and  does  not 
know.  TAe  whole  conversation  abov^e  rhentroned  was  not  dis- 
tinctly  heard  by  deponent,  and  he  is  unable,  to  state  further  onth^ 
subject ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  said  certificate* 

Deponent  obtained  from  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  some  time  after  it 
went  ififto  operbtion,  on  discounted  notes  or  checks,  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  one  hundred  and  forty  or  fifty  dollars,  about  forty 
dollars  of  which  was  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  Michigan  at  the 
request  of  said  Hart.  The  whole  amount  was  in  the  notes  of  said 
bank.  Deponent  gave  his  individual  notes  without  endorsers,  or 
checks,  for  said  sum.  He  afterwards'deposited  in  said  bank  three 
thousand  dollars  in  the  safety  lund  money  of  this  state.  This  was 
in  February  last,  or  the  first  of  the  pfesent  month.  Deponent 
took  a  certificate  of  deposite  for  the  same,  signed  by  D.  S.  Cady, 
cashier.  The  last  mentioned  sum  has  not  been  withdrawn  from 
said'bank.  The  amount  obtained  of  the  bank  as  above  mentioned 
wasTecetved  at  the  counter  of  the  bank,  of  the  cashier  thereof. 
Deponent  has  never  to  his  knowledge,  received  any  money  be* 
longii^  to  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  of  Aaron  Goodrich.  'He  at  seve- 
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ral  times  received  Lapeer  bills  of  said  Goodrich  and  gave  him  oth- 
er monev  for  the  same  at  the  time.  He  also  received  some  of  thn 
same  bills  to  exchange,  and  afterwards  paid  him  the  amount  ex- 
changed in  other  money. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  some  time  since  he  sold  all  his  stock 
in  said  bank  of  Lapeer  to  George  Mayo  of  the  city  of  Detroit  and 
gave  him  a  transfer  or  assignment  of  the  same,  and  has  now  no 
interest  in  the  same.  Said  Mayo  was  to  take  up  deponent's  se- 
curity and  to  substitute  his  own  for  the  redemption  of  the  paper  of 
the  bank,  but  he  has  not  yet  done  it. 

On  or  about  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  present  month  said 
Aaron  Goodrich  came  to  deponent  and  requested  him  to  let  him 
have  some  money ;  said  he  was  going  to  Lapeer.  Deponent  gave 
him  several  hundred  dollars ;  does  not  recollect  the  amount. 
Deponent  understood  that  said  Goodrich  wanted  the  money  to 
redeem  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer.  Said  Goodrich  did  not 
say  directly  that  he  intended  to  redeem  bills  of  said  bank  with 
the  nipney,  but  deponent  inferred  that  from  his  conversation  at 
the  time. 

B.  F.  TOWNE. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  27th  day  of  March, 
A.  D,  1888. 

A.  FBLCH. 
Bank  Commiiskner. 


U" 


(No.   8.) 

Exchange  Bank  at  ShiawoMee^HiMfea  Baker^s  AffidamL 

StalTb  of  MicmoAN, 
County  of  Skiawassee, 

Ilosea  Baker  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  he  was  one 
of  the  orifi^inal  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Exchange 
bank  of  Shiawassee ;  that  said  bank  went  into  operation  under  the 
amendment  to  the  general  banking  law,  (so  called,)  on  or  about 
the  second  day  of  february  last ;  that  no  part  of  the  capital  stock 
of  said  institution  was  paid  in,  as  this  deponent  verily  believes^ 
and  no  specie  belonging  to  the  bank  was  seen  by  him  ;  that  Da* 
vid  Root,  A.  Morehouse,  G.  W.  Clark,  Dr.  Gay,  John  Pierson, 
Simpson  Buck  and  Lemuel  Crawford,  neither  of  whom  is  a  resi- 
dent of  said  county,  came  to  Shiawassee,  as  they  said,  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  bank.  They  said  they  had  brought  the 
means  necessary  to  establish  the  same,  and  solicited  this  deponent 
and  other  inhabitants  of  said  county,  to  suhscribey  and  said  they 
would  furnish  all  that  was  necessary  for  the  purpose  until  they 
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could  convenientiy  obtain  it*  This  deponent  gave  them  a  note  of 
hand  payable  to  the  Exchao^  bank  in  specie,  in  thirty  days  from 
date,  for  the  thirty  per  cent  instalment  on  his  shares,  which  note 
was  afterwards,  and  since  the  individuals  above  mentioned  left 
Shiawassee,  given  up  to  this  deponent  by  Mr.  Lemuel  Brown. 
This  deponenl  gave  security,  agreeably  to  law,  to  the  amount  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  by  mortgage  on  real  estate.  Deponent  at 
the  time,  supposed  that  the  first  thirty  per  cent  was  actually  paid 
in  by  the  above  mentioned  individuals  in  specie,  but  has  since  ex- 
amined the  safe  and  premises  used  by  the  bank»  and  now  believes 
that  no  part  of  the  capital  stock  thereof  was  ever  actually  so  paid 
in. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  cho^n  a  director  of  said 
institution  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  stockholders.  No  oath  was 
adniinistered  to  this  deponent  as  director,  nor  have  any  official 
bonds  been  given  or  any  oath  been  administered,  to  the  know- 
ledge of  deponent,  to  any  officer,  agent  or  servant  of  the  bank. 

This  deponent  met  only  once  with  the  directors,  and  believes 
that  no  other  regular  meeting  was  held.  The  affairs  of  the  bank 
were  managed  almost  exclusively  by  A.  Morehouse,  president, 
and  6.  W.  Clark,  cashier,  together  with  the  other  individual 
above  mentioned.  This  deponent  knew  very  little  of  the  trans- 
action, and  believes  that  the  same  is  true  as  to  the  other  directors 
and  stockholders  who  reside  jn  this  county. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  th^  individuals  above  named  have 
all  left  the  county  of  Shiawassee.  Thai  he  was  present  when  the 
affairs,  propertv  and  books  of  the  bank  were  exhibited  to  A.  Felch, 
one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  said  state  of  Michigan^  on  the 
nineteenth  instant ;  that  all  the  books,  properUr,  papers  and  e^cta 
of  said  institution  were  then  exhibitedi  so  far  as  this  deponent 
knows  and  as  he  verily  believes. 

I  Deponent  further  says,  that  he  was  informed  bj^  said  Clark, 
that  he,  Clark,  intended  to  become  a  resident  of  said  county  of 
Shiawassee,  and  that  he  so  considered  himself.  Said  Morehouse^ 
also»  was  to  remain  here  as  a  resident  while  he  was  continued 
president  of  the  bank. 

HOSEA  BAKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to<  this  21st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  e^b- 
leen  hundred  and  thirty-eight 

A.  FELCH, 
B<mk  Commis$ioner9  State  cf  Michigan* 
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<No  9.) 

Ik  BrowrCs  Affidami* 

State  of  Mickioaii, 
County  of  Shiawassee, 

Lemuel  Brown,  being  duly  sworn,  on  oath  says,  that  he  was- 
one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Ex- 
change Bank  at  Shiawassee  ;  that  said  bank  went  into  operation 
on  or  about  the  third  day  of  February  last ;  that  he  paid  no- 
thing at  that  time  or  before  towards  his  stock  ;  and  that  no  specie 
was  paid  in  or  possessed  by  the  bank,  to  his  knowledge ;  that  he 
was,  however,  informed  by  John  Pierson,  the  treasurer,  that  they 
had  the  amount  of  specie  required  by  law,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
institution,  and  would  not  require  any  from  the  stockholders  in 
this  county  at  that  time.  No  specie  was  paid  in  by  any  stock- 
holder, to  this  deponent's  knowledge,  but  notes  payable  to  the 
bank  in  specie  were  given  by  five  individual  stockholders,  resid- 
ing in  this  county,  tor  the  thirty  per  cent  on  the  stock,  which 
notes,  after  the  president  and  cashier  left  the  county  of  Shiawas- 
see, came  into  the  hands  of  this  deponent  and  were  given  up  to 
the  respective  signers  thereof.  They  were  signed  by  the  follow- 
ing  persons,  viz :  Hosea  Baker,  Aaron  Svvan,  John  B.  Clark, 
John  Smedly  and  M.  Foster,  all  payable  in  thirty  days  from  date, 
and  were  given  at  the  time  the  institution  was  organized.  No 
such  note  was  required  of  or  gi^en  by  deponent. 

The  principal  actors  in  getting  up  and  carrying  on  the  institu- 
tion were  D.  Roct,  John  Tierson,  Simpson  Buck,  George  W. 
Clark,  A.  Morehouse,  Lemuel  Crawford  and .  Stephen  B.  Gay,  all 
of  whom  reside  out  of  the  county  of  Shiawassee. 

Deponent  was  chosen  a  director,  but  never  took  the  oath  of 
office,  and  has  no  knowledge  that  any  of  the  directors  or  other  of- 
ficers of  the  bank  ever  took  an  official  oath,  or  gave  bonds. 

Deponent  met  once  with  the  directors,  and  believes  that  was 
the  only  meeting  regularly  held  by  the  board.  At  that  meeting, 
A.  Morehouse  was  chosen  president  and  George  W.  Clark  cash- 
ier. The  business  was  principally  conducted  by  them,  and  this 
deponent  knows  very  little  of  the  transactions  of  the  institution. 

At  the  first  (and  only)  meeting  of  the  directors  above  mention- 
ed, notes  of  the  bank  were  produced,  and  as  soon  as  the  president 
and  cashier  were  chosen,  they  proceeded  to  execute  and  sign  the 
same.  This  deponent  cannot  state  the  amount  signed,  but  each 
of  the  individuals  above  mentioned  took  a  portion  of  the  bills  so 
signed.  This  was  done  without  consulting  the  directors  or  stock- 
holders who  resided  in  this  county,  and  the  apportioning  the  same 
among  themselves,  was  after  they  had  left  the  room.  This  depo- 
nent happened  to  return  to  the  office  at  the  time  of  the  apportion- 
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ment  on  business,  as  the  room  was  at  that  time  used  by  bim  as  a 
poftoffice.  Deponent  does  not  know  what  entries  were  made  id 
the  books,  6r  paper  taken  for  the  same.  No  bills  were  taken  by 
any  resident  stockholder  or  director. 

Deponent  further  says,  that  the  individuals  above  named  hnVe 
all  left  the  county  of  Shiawassee.  That  be  saw  said  Morehouse, 
Clark,  Pierson  and  Gay  at  Shiawassee  about  two  weeks  sinee, 
the  last  time  they  were  at  that  place.  That  he  obtained  the  key 
of  tho  safe  containing  the  books,  papers  and  property  of  said  bank 
from  said  Pierson,  at  Ann  Arbor,  between  one  and  two  weeks 
since,  and  still  retains  the  same. 

That  all  the  books,  papers,  property  and  efiects  belonging  to 
said  bank  were  exhibited  to  A.  Felch,  one  of  the  Bank  Commis^ 
sioners  of  said  state,  on  the  19th  inst.,  excepting  the  notes  given 
up  to  the  stockholders,  as  above  mentioned.  That  he  does  not 
know  the  amount  of  notes  of  said  bank  put  into  circulation,  and 
has  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  true  situation  of  said  institution, 
other  than  as  above  stated,  and  as  exhibited  by  the  books  and  pa- 
pers aforesaid. 

L.  BROWN. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  this  21st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty^eight. 

A.  FELCH. 
B(mk  Commissioner. 


(No,  10.) 

Affidavit  of  Wm.  8.  Stevens,  relative  to  the  Farmers'  and  Mecha- 
mc^  Bank  of  Pontine. 

Detroit,  March  24,  1838. 

William  S.  Stevens,  president  of  the  Clinton  Canal  bank  at 
Pontiac,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and  says — 
that  the  specie  counted  in  said  bank  by  Alpheus  Felch,  Esq.  the 
Bank  Commissioner,  was  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  said  bank. 
Thni  of  this  sum  the  amount  of  twelve  thousand  was,  after  the 
examination  aforesaid,  loaned  to  the  Farmers*  and  Mechanics' 
bank  at  Ponliac,  at  the  urgent  solicitation  of  G.  W.  Williams, 
cashier  of  said  bank,  who  borrowed  the  sum  for  exhibition  to  the 
Commissioners.  That  the  key  of  the  inner  banking  room  was,  ia 
the  hurry  and  embarrassment  of  multiplied  engagements,  inadver- 
tently taken  away  by  him,  he  being  hurried  away  by  a  pressing 
engagement,  and  not  for  any  purpose  of  di?cciving  the  said  Bank 
Commissioner  in  regard  to  the  bank  of  which  he  is  president. 
That  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Bank  of  Oakland,  and  he  has  been 
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well  ioforniad,  aod  believes  that  a  large  proportioD  of  the  speda 
eshibiled  lo  the  Coiiuni«iooer  b^  the  said  bank  os  the  property 
of  said  bank  was  the  property  of  the  United  States,  deposited  in 
said  bank  by  Charles  0.  Hascail,  the  receiver  of  public  iBoneys 
at  Flint  River,  and  has,  since  its  examinatiou  by  4he  Conunisaion- 
er»  been  withdrawn  from  said  bank  by  said  receiver. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  the  undersigned  Bank  Conifiait* 
sioner,  this  34th  day  of  March,  1888. 

K.  PRITCHETTEt 
Bank  Commissioner. 


(No.  11.) 

Clinton  Caned  Bank  and  Farmers^  and  Mechanics^  Bank  of 
Pontiac. — Affidavit  of  D.  //.  Parker. 

State  of  Michioah,  )      • 
County  of  Wayne.    ) 

David  H.  Parker,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  says,  that  he  was 
at  Pontine,  in  the  county  of  Oakland,  on  the  day  when  the  Clin- 
ton canal  bank  was  examined  by  A.  Fetch,  one  of  the  Bank 
Commissioners  of  the  said  state,  on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of 
March  last.  That  on  the  day  of  said  examination,  B.  C.  Whitte- 
more,  teller  of  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac, 
applied  to  William  S.  Stevens,  president  of  the  Clinton  canal 
bank,  to  lend  him  specie  from  the  Clinton  canal  bank  for  the  pur- 

ese  of  cxiiibiting  the  same  as  the  specie  of  the  Farmers'  and 
echanics'  bank,  on  the  examination  of  that  institution  by  tiia 
Bank  Commissioner,  which  examinatbn  was  expected  the*  next 
morning.  Said  Whittemore  remarked  that  unless  he  (Stevens) 
lent  them  the  specie,  they  would  be  ruined,  or  words  to  that 
effect.  This  application  was  on  the  evening  after  the  examina- 
tion of  the  Clinton  canal  bank  had  taken  place. 

William  S.  Stevens  left  Pontiac  for  Detroit  about  eleven  or 
twelve  o'clock  on  the  same  night,  and  requested  deponent  to  see 
to  the  specie  which  was  to  be  transferred  from  the  Clinton  canal 
bank  for  the  above  mentioned  purpose  to  the  Farmers'  and  Me- 
chanics' bank  of  Pontiac,  and  to  have  the  same  returned.  After 
said  Stevens  left  Pontiac,  and  between  twelve  and  two  o'clock  of 
the  same  night,  deponent  assisted  in  removing  twelve  thousand 
dollars  in  specie,  from  the  vaults  of  said  Clinton  canal  bank  to  the 
said  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank.  This  specie  was  removed 
by  deponent  and  H.  H.  Dunkley,  and  was  received  at  the  Far- 
mers' and  Mechanics'  bank  by  said  Whittemore,  the  teller  thoreoC 
It  remained  in  the  last  mentioned  bank  during  the  next  day,  which 
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diponent  Ukiokt  was  tto  tenth  day  of  tbe  matA,  attd  on  the  next 
•vepipg  was  removed  a^in  to  tiie  vniaks  of  the  Cluiton  oanal 
bank.  George  W*  Williams,  the  cashier  of  the  Fanners'  and 
Meohaoios*  bank«  was  present  when  the  specie  was  taken  froo» 
said  bank  to  be  returned  to  the  Clinton  canal  bank. 

Deponent  understood  from  all  parties,  that  the  specie  above 
mentioned  was  the  property  of  the  Clintoo  canal  bank.  About 
the  time  the  specie  was  taken  away,  said  Williams  aaid  »*  that 
they  would  not  have  had  to  borrow  ihk  specie  if  they  could  have 
had  tlieir  own  specie  in ;  that  it  was  out  in  two  other  institutions, 
but  he  did  not  name  them.  Deponent  learnt  from  said  Williams 
that  the  spepie  was  exhibited  to  the  Bank  Commissioners  while  in* 
the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank;  as  above  mentioned,  on  their 
examinatioo  of  the  last  mentioned  institatk>n. 

DAVID  H.  PARKER. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  second  day  of  ApriL 
A.  D.  1^38. 

A-  FELCH, 
Bank  Commissioner  of  said  Staie. 


AfidauU  of  R.  J.  &  Po^,  m  relation  to  the  Farmers^  Bank  af 

Qenesee. 

Grand  Blanc,  March  15,  1838. 

R.  J.  S*  Page,  being  duly  sworn  according  to  law,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  is  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee,  lo* 
caled  in  the  village  of  Flint,  in  the  county  of  Genesee — ^that  he 
was  appointed  cashier  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  in  the  place  of 
R.  M.  Morrison*  The  bank  went  into  operation  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  his  appomtment — that  the  bonds  and  mortgages  had  been 
approved  ;  the  president  and  directors  were  appoints.  Horace 
R.  Jerome  was  president.  The  notice  filed  in  the  Secreury 
of  State's  office  and  published,  named  the  location  of  said  bank  as 
at  the  Flint  Rapids,  a  place  about  six  miles  distant,  the  intended 
place  of  residence  of  the  president.  That  the  bank  never  went 
into  operation  at  that  place,  but  all  its  business  was  transacted  at 
the  Flint  village.  The  capital  stock  was  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  amount  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  thoreaboots, 
principally  in  silver,  was  in  the  bank  at  the  time  he  took  charge 
of  the  business  as  cashier.  This  stm  he  sent  to  Detroit  at  the 
request  of  Dekis  Davis,  one  of  the  stockhokiers,  to  meet  a  specie 
certificate  of  that  amount,  from  the  City  bank  of  Detroit,  which 
had  beee  sent  to  him  by  the  said  Davis.  The  cenificikte  was  for 
the  redcmplioii  of  the  notes  of  the  bank :  that  lie  does  not  know 
whether  the  thirty  per  cent  required  by  law  previous  to  the  bank 
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going  Mto  opetadoR,'  was  or  was  not  paid  in ;  that  be,  ibe  aaiid 
cashier,  was  made  a  difector  when  appointed  cashier,  and  wat 
aione  at  the  bank,  and  had  not  it  in  hia  power  to  consult  the  di* 
Tectors  or  pFesident  in  regard  totransnnitting  the  specie  to  Detroit 
to  meet  the  certificate  aforesaid. 

That  if  the  aforesaid  thirty  per  cent  had  over  been  paid  in,  it 
had  been  withdrawn  from  the  bank  previously  to  his  taking  charge 
of  the  bauk  as  cashier. 

That  Horace  R.  Jerome  was  appointed  by  the  applfcama 
under  the  law  na  the  treasurer  of  the  bank.  1'hat  he,  the  said 
Page,  was  one  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  stock  of  said 
bank ;  that  the  rounner  in  which  lie  paid  in  his  first  instalment  of 
ten  per  cent  was  as  follows :  He  received  from  the  treasurer  of 
the  bank  a  specie  receipt  for  ^500,  for  which  receipt  he  gave  his 
note,  for  •600,  payable  to  the  cashier  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of 
Genesee,  in  specie.  This  took  place  previously  to  his  subscrib- 
ing for  the  stock.  When  he  subscribed  for  his  stock  he  present- 
ed to  said  .Terome,  treasurer  of  the  b^ink,  the  said  receipt,  and 
received  from  him  the  note  given  by  him  to  the  said  Page  as 
aforesaid  ;  that  this  stock  was  taken  by  him»  the  said  Page,  at  the 
request  of  the  said  Jerome,  expressly  for  the  said  Jerome,  he  not 
intending  to  take  any  stock  on  his  own  account,  and  that  he  ac- 
cordingly transferred  the  said  stock  to  tlie  said  Jerome  as  agreed 
upon,  immediately  afterwards.  That  when  he  was  appointed 
cashier,  the  said  Jerome  transferred  to  him  one  hundred  shares  of 
stock,  upon  which  no  per  centage  had  been  paid  in,  and  that  he 
gave  his  note  for  fifteen  liundred  dollars,  payable  to  the  cashier 
of  the  said  bank,  as  his  instalment  of  thirty  per  cent  on  said  stock, 
since  whicli  time  he  has  taken  up  the  said  note  by  paying  into  the 
bank  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  the  notes  of  said  bank.  Stock 
notes  of  a  similar  character  were  given  in  at  the  same  time  in  the 
same  manner,  by  all  die  stockholders,  and  so  for  as  lie  has  any 
knowledge  he  has  reason  to  believe  that  the  receipts  to  the  stocks 
holders  now  in  the  bank,  from  H.  R.  Jerome  as  treasurer,  were 
taken  for  the  original  instalment  of  ten  per  cent  as  specie,  in  the 
same  manner  as  his  own  was  taken  by  the  said  bank,  with  the 
exclusion  of  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  or  thereabouts, 
which  was  in  the  bank  as  before  mentioned  in  specie.  Whether 
this  was  paid  in  on  the  stock  notes  or  not,  or  whether  it  came  into 
the  bank  afterwards,  he  does  not  know.  No  specie  was  paid  in- 
to the  bank  while  he  was  cashier,  except  the  sum  of  sixty  dollars 
by  Albert  Miller  of  Saginaw,  a  stockholder  and  director,  which 
sum  was  endorsed  on  his  stock  note  in  part  payment  of  the 
same. 

A  few  days  since,  W.  W.  GiU,  of  Detroit,  transferred  to  him, 
the  said  Page,  fifty  sharesof  8tock,on  which  nothing  whatever  had 
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been  peidt  and  the  stock  note  of  the  said  Gitt  was  given  up  to 
him. 

Forty  shares  vrere  likewise  transrerred  to  him  by  £.  R.  Ewing 
of  Flint,  on  which  no  instalment  had  been  paid,  and  his  stock  note 
was  likewise  surrendered  to  him,  the  said  Ewing. 

On  the  17th  February  lust,  at  a  regukir  meeting  of  the  stockr 
holders,  agreeably  to  notice  given  according  to  law,  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  choosing  directors  and  transacting  the  general  business  of 
the  bank,  he*  the  said  Page,  had  powers  of  attorney  covering  a 
majority  of  the  stock.  At  this  meeting  James  Cummings  was 
appointed  a  director  in  the  place  of  £•  R.  Ewing,  whose  place  was 
vacated  by  transfer  of  his  stock,  and  Peter  Stiles  in  the  place  of 
R.  J«  S.  P^ge,  who  had  resigned  as  director.  That  he  took  the 
transfer  of  the  said  stock  at  the  request  and  solicitation  of  the  snkl 
Gitt  and  Ewing,  but  that  he  did  not  consider  the  transfer  a  legal 
one»  and  theretbre  neither  entered  the  transfer  on  the  books  of  the 
bank  nor  gave  any  stock  note  of  his  own  for  the  said  shares^ 
After  he  ^ame  cashier  of  the  bank,  bank  bills  to  the  amount 
probably  of  twenty^iive  or  thirty  dollars,  signed  by  H.  R.  Jerome 
as  president,  ajid  K.  M*  Morrison  as  cashier,  were  4>urnt  by  the 
said  Jerome,  after  having  been  redeemed  by  the  bank,  not  wish- 
ing to  have  bills  in  circulation  with  the  names  of  different  cash* 
iers ;  that  lie  has  no  means  of  knowing  what  issues  of  notes  bear* 
ing  the  signatures  of  Jerome  and  Morrison,  were  put  in  circula* 
tion,  there  being  no  entries  on  any  book  of  the  bank,  designating 
the  issues.  That  since  he  has  been  cashier  he  has  signed  bills  to  the 
amount,  he  thinks,  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars. 
Of  this  amount,  he  has  put  in  circulation  on  discounted  paper  of 
others,  and  the  ordinary  expenses  and  business  transactions  of  the 
bank,  probably  about  ten  thousand  dollars.  Of  the  amount  sign* 
ed  as  aforesaid,  the  president,  Horace  R.  Jerome,  took  into  bis 
possession  about  fifty*laur  thousand  dollars  expressly  for  exchange 
purposes,  for  which  he  left  a  note,  which  he  thinks  is  in  the  hands 
of  Delos  Uavirii,  of  Detroit.  There  remains  in  the  bank  redeem* 
ed  bills  to  the  amount  of  between  three  and  four  thousand  drtUam 
Th^c  is  also  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  in  the  Detroit 
city  bank  redeemed  by  it  by  the  specie  deposited  there  as  afore- 
said. The  balance  of  the  said  amount  signed  hy  him  as  aforesaid, 
was  placed  in  the  hands  of  Doles  Davis  and  Rufus  Brown,  jr.  of 
the  city  of  Detroit,  for  the  purposes  of  exchange,  those  persons 
being  agents  for  the  bank.  That  he  knows  of  no  other  indebted- 
ness of  the  bank  except  it  be  for  the  engraving  of  the  bills  and  the 
service  of  the  officers.  That  at  two  different  times  certificates  of 
deposite  were  given  by  the  bank  to  the  Exchange  bank  of  Shia* 
wassee.  The  first  was  in  the  name  of  David  Root,  a  stockholder 
of  said  bank,  and  at  the  same  time  a  receipt  was  taken  of  htm  to 
cover  the  amount    This  certificate  was  for  the  som  of  twelver 
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IliQUiaod  doliars.  The  second  in  the  name  of  SioDpton  Bock, 
also  a  stockholder  in  said  Exchange  bank^  for  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars.  This  certificate  was  given  to  (Seorgie  W. 
Clarke,  the  cashier  of  said  bank,  and  at  the  same  time  Siropsoo 
Buck's  receipt  was  taken  covering  that  amount*    The  first  was 

Sivcn  to  commence  the  operations  of  the  said  Elxchange  bank  of 
hiawassee,  and  the  second  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  report 
of  the  condition  of  the  said  bank*  The  first  certificate  was  given 
under  the  instruction  persooally  given  to  me  by  Mr.  Buck,  a  di* 
rector  of  the  Farmers'  bank  €n  Genesee.  The  second  by  written 
instructions  from  the  same  director.  No  entries  were  made  of 
these  transactions  in  any  book  of  tlie  bank. 

To  meet  the  liabilities  of  the  bank,  there  is*  in  the  bank  dis** 
counted  paper  to  tlie  amount  of  between  six  and  eight  thotwaod 
doiiara,  as  he  thinks.  There  are  receipts  in  the  bank  given  vari- 
ous directors  and  stockhdders  for  various  sums,  amotmtiog  to 
piobably  about  two  thousand  dollars,  which  stuns  were  taken  by 
theo)  for  exchange  purposes.  Notes  for  tlie  amounts  taken  by 
Horace  R*  Jerome^  Delos  Davis  and  Rufus  Brown,  jr.,  were 
given  by  them  for  the  respective  amounts  received  by  them  for 
exchange  purposes  as  aforesaid.  No  returns  have  been  made  of 
exchange  paper,  or  otherwise,  from  either  of  the  aforesaid  per- 
sons. The  notes  given  as  aforesaid  by  Jerome,  Davis  and  Brown 
were  left  by  mistake  in  Detroit. 

That  be  prepared  a  statement  early  in  January  of  the  affiiirs 
and  condition  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee,  as  cashier,  in 
which  he  showed  an  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  of  specie 
on  hand.  This  was  made  up  of  certificates  of  deposite  as  fol« 
lows :  One  trom  tlie  ''  Bank  of  Oakland,**  signed  by  Daniel  Le 
Roy,  pre^dent,  for  the  amount,  he  thinks,  of  ten  thousand  dollars; 
another  from  tlie  Clinton  canal  bank  for  ten  thousand  dollars, 
he  thinks ;  this  last  was  signed  by  Wm.  S.  Stevens,  president 
These  certificates  were  loaned  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  a 
statement  to  be  made.  No  depositcs  were  actually  made.  The 
Oertificates  were  both  returned  on  the  same  day  on  which  they 
were  received.  This  transaction  took  place*  and  the  statement 
was  made  up  at  Pontiac,  where  he  went  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Jerome  was  with  him«  and  received  the  statement  and  took  it 
himself  to  Detroit.  This  statement  was  signed  by  the  president 
and  cashier.  In  Detroit  the  president  supplied  a  deficiency  of  thir- 
ty thousand  dollars,  which  was  necessary  to  make  the  exhibit  of 
ten  thousaml  dollars,  (the  thirty  per  cent  neeessary  to  be  paid 
in.)  The  statement  as  filed  with  the  Commissioner  must  have 
been  signed  by  himself  alone,  as  it  exhibits  thirty  thotmnd  doU 
htrs,  being  the  full  amount  necessary  as  aforesaid. 

He  also  prepared  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  hank,  tlated 
the  first  of  February,  and  also  an  answer  to  the  interrogatories 
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of  the  legislature.    The  statemcot  aad  interrogatories  were  baaed 
upon  the  followiog  facts  : 

The  specie  ia  bank  and  personal  property  of  the  bank,  which 
was  considered  as  specie,  was  two  thousand  dollars.  Ten 
thousand  dollars  in  silver,  was  brought  and  paid  into  the  bank  at 
the  time  by  Davis  and  Brown»  (Delos  Davis  apd  Rufus  Brown, 
jn)  frotn  Detroit  Two  certificates  of  depositc,  one  of  five  thou- 
sand an'i  one  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars.  The  last  certificate  of 
fifteen  thousand  dollars  was  from  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics' 
bank  of  Detroit,  and  signed  by  John  A.  Welles,  as  also  was  the 
one  for  five  thousand,  as  he  thinks.  The  specie  and  certificates 
were  there  for  four  or  five  days,  and  were  taken  away  again  by 
the  same  persons,  with  the  express  understanding  that  they  were 
taken  by  them  as  agents  for  the  bank.  That  he  went  in  with 
Messrs.  Davis  and  Brown  aforesaid  to  Detroit,  and  (here  signed 
and  filled  out  all  the  bills  mentioned  above  as  signed  by  him  as 
cashier  of  the  Farmers'  bank  of  Genesee.  This  was  about  the 
sixth  of  February ;  he  thinks  the  bills  were  all  dated  the  fourth 
day  of  January. 

The  deponent  further  states,  that  on  the  tenth  day  of  March 
iostant,  Delos  Davis,  a  stockholder  of  the  bank,  came  to  him  at 
the  bank  and  stated  that  the  Bank  Commissio  lers  would  proba- 
bly be  there  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  and  that  he  had  on  the  way 
ten  thousand  dollars  to  place  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank,  for  tlie 
purpose  of  examination  by  the  Commissioners.  He  said  it  was 
in  the  >charge  of  Dr.  Scovel,  of  Detroit,  and  would  be  at  Grand 
Blanc  that  night,  (the  14th.)  That  he,  the  said  Page,  refused  to 
receive  it  unless  it  was  the  bona  fide  property  of  the  bank,  and 
to  be  used  for.its  business,  and  told  him  unless  it  could  be  so  con* 
sidered  and  used  he  must  take  it  away  again.  He»  Davis,  repli- 
ed, that  if  1  thought  it  was  best  to  do  so,  it  should  be  done.  Re, 
Page,  told  him  that  the  exhibition  of  this  money  would  give  an 
increased  currency  to  the  biUs,  which,  under  the  circumstances 
and  condition  of  the  institution,  he  was  not  willing  to  countenance, 
and  should  not  receive  the  money  except  in  the  manner  aj  above 
stated.     He  knows  nothing  further  of  this  specie. 

He  further  states,  that  there  are  no  set  of  books  open  in  the 
hank  and  never  have  beea  That  the  papers  are  in  the  bank  in 
the  charge  of  his  wife,  with  directions  to  give  the  key  of  the  bank 
to  the  Commissioners.  That  he  has  no  papers  with  him  here  to 
refer  to,  to  correct  his  recollection  in  regard  to  sums  and  dates, 
but  that  the  same  are  as  accurate  as  his  recollection  now' enables 
him  to  present 

R.  J.  S.  PAGE. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  in  the  presence  of  the  undersigned  Bank 
ComnrMSfioner. 

K.  PRITCHETTE. 
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Bank  of  Lapeer-^Affidamt  of  A^  Goodrich* 

Goodrldn  March  14, 1838. 

Aaron  Goodrich,  a  director  and  stockholder  formerly  of  the 
Bank  of  Lapeer,  being  duly  s.vorn  accordin<]:  to  law,  deposes  and 
says,  that  he  was  one  <  f  the  ori<»inal  subscrihers  to  the  stock  of 
said  bank ;  that  he,  to  the  best  of  his  recollection,  was  subscriber 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  shares,  which  was  reduced  in  the 
distribution  of  tlie  said  stock  to  the  number  of  serenty-six,  as  he 
thinks ;  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  payment  of  the  first  teo 
per  cent,  but  that  his  own  instahnent  was  paid  in  as  he  beh'eves, 
havincf  requested  another  to  do  so  for  him.  That  he  was  not 
present  when  the  appointment  of  directors  was  made,  but  was 
present  at  a  meeting  of  the  directors  within  a  few  days  after- 
wards, when  he  was  informed  that  he  had  been  chosen  one  of  the 
directors.  At  that  meeting  Norman  Davison,  Esq.  was  elected 
president,  and  Aivin  N.  Hart  was  elected  cashier.  That  he  does 
not  know  whether  the  thirty  per  cent  required  by  law  previous 
to  going  into  operation,  was  or  was  not  paid  in  ;  that  he  was  pre- 
sent probably  four  times  or  more,  at  subsequent  meetinsrs  of  the 
board  of  directors  ;  that  during  the  sittings  of  the  board  at  which 
he  was  present,  notes  were  laid  before  the  board  for  discount. 
Exchanges  to  a  small  amount  were  made,  but  to  what  amount^ 
he  does  not  know.  When  at  the  bank  on  one  occasion,  he  was 
given  to  understand  by  the  president,  cashier  and  B.  P.  Towne, 
one  of  the  directors  present,  that  he  was  to  consider  himself  as 
agent  for  the  exchange  of  the  bills  of  the  Bank  of  Lapeer  for 
other  funds ;  that  there  came  into  his  hands  at  different  times,  as 
agent  for  exchanges  and  loans  to  himself  exceeding  the  sum  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars;  that  be  made  exchanges  to  a  small 
amount,  and  passed  over  a  portion  which  he  received  for  ex- 
change purposes  to  B.  F.  Towne,  one  of  the  directors,  who  was 
better  able  to  leave  home  ft)r  such  purposes  than  himself.  At 
one  time,  he  passed  over  to  him  bills  of  said  bank  to  the  amount 
of  sixteen  thousand  dollars.  He  has  receipts  from  Bcnj.  F. 
Towne  for  that  amount,  tor  the  purposes  of  exchange,  and  he 
thinks  he  has  evidences  of  receipts  from  him  to  a  greater  amount, 
probably  to  the  amount  in  the  whole  of  nearly  twenty  thousand 
dollars ;'  that  he  drew  out  the  sums  he  received  for  exchanges  on 
checks.  He  thinks  that  when  he  paid  into  the  bank  exchance 
funds  he  received  the  like  amount  from  the  bank  in  its  own  bins, 
and  that  the  exchange  funds  paid  in  did  not  materially  affect  the 
sums  drawil  out  by  him  of  the  bills  of  said  bank,  in  the  checks 
aforesaid ;  that  he  thinks,  besides  the  sum  above  stated  handed 
over  to  B.  F.  Towne,  the  bank  has  his  note  for  five  thousand 
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dollars.  It  has  also  other  evidences  of  debt  from  him  to  cover 
the  remainder  of  the  sums  which  came  into  his  hands  either  as 
agent  or  on  loans ;  that  about  the  time  the  bank  went  into  opera- 
tion,  he  heard  the  cashier  say,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars  paid  in  ;  that  he  thinks  he  saw  four  or  five 
thousand  dollars  in  gold,  about  the  time  of  the  subscribing  of  the 
stock,  as  near  as  he  could  judge,  not  having  counted  it,  which  h6 
presumes  was  the  specie  paid  in  on  the  subscription  of  the  first 
ten  per  cent  of  the  stock  of  said  bank ;  that  he  does  not  know  if 
the  specie  was  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  stockholders  or 
not ;  that  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  paying  in  of  the  thirty  per 
cent  on  th^  capital  stock,  he  did  not  pay  in  any  gold  or  silver  on 
his  stock,  but  that  he  handed  to  the  cashier  about  that  time^  a 
specie  certificate  from  one  of  the  city  of  Detroit  banks,  to.  the 
amount  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  liiis  city  bank  Was  the  Far- 
mers* and  Mechanics'  bank.  The  certificate  of  deposite  was 
signed  by  John  A.  Welles  cashier,  payable,  he  thinks  to  him ; 
that  the  certificate  was  cancelled  by  a  check  drawn  by  him  on 
said  bank  for  the  amount  of  the  said  certificate  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars ;  that  the  certificate  and  check  were  given  and  received 
on  the  same  day ;  that  no  specie  in  fact  was  deposited  in  said 
bank  by  him,  on  which  the  certificate  of  deposite  Was  ^iven ; 
that  the  specie  certificate  above  mentioned  was  received  froth  the 
cashier  of  the  Lapeer  bank  by  him ;  whether  it  has  been  return- 
ed to  the  bank  from  which  it  was  received  in  Detroit^  he  Cannot 
say ;  that  he  has  sold  his  stock  in  the  Lapeer  bank,  add  ceased  to 
be  a  director  of  said  institution  about  the  first  part  of  the  ttiofnth 
of  January  last  He  sold  his  stock  to  Samuel  J.  Searls  and  H. 
H.  Harris,  and  to  D.  S.  Cady,  the  present  cashier.  He  transfer- 
red his  stock  to  them  without  any  specific  compensation,  except 
an  understanding  that  he  should  have  a  seasonable  timet  o  pay  up 
his  liabilities  to  the  bank ;  that  the  majority  of  the  stock  was  sub- 
scribed for  and  owned  by  himself  and  his  friends,-  for  whom  be 
acted  as  agent. 

A.  GOODRICH. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  tlie  undersigned  Bank  Commis- 
sioner, this  14th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1^38. 

K.  PRITCHBTTE. 
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(No.  22.) 

Report  of  the  Acting  Commissioner  on  the  Clinton 
and  Kalamazoo  Canal,  in  relation  to  Engineers 
employed  on  the  same. 

Ofucb  of  Internal  Ibiprovement,  \ 
Detroit,  Feb.  27,  1839.      \ 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate 

of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  your  honorable  body,  adopted 
on  the  26th  inst,  requiring  the  acting  commissioner  on  the  Clinton 
and  Kalamazoo  canal  to  report  to  £e  Senate  the  number  of  en* 
gineers  employed  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  on  the  route  of  that 
canal,  the  amount  of  their  annual  salaries,  and  whether  there  be 
more  engineers  there  employed  than  the  interest  of  the  state 
requires,  I  respectfully  report : 

That  there  is  now  employed  on  the  line  of  said  canal  between 
Mt.  Clemens  and  Rochester,  being  that  part  of  the  line  under 
contract,  as  appears  by  the  last  monthly  statements  made  on  the 
1st  instant,  and  which  are  believed  to  be  correct : 

1  Chief  engineer,  at  $1,800  00  per  annum 

2  First  assistant  engineers,  at  1,300  00 
1  Second        do        do  1,000  00 

1  Draftsman,  1,000  00 

3  Rod  men,  32  50  per  month 

2  Chainmen,  20  00 
2  Axmen,  18  00 

There  has  also  been  employed  during  a  part  of  the  fall  and 
winter,  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  board,  a  party  in  survey- 
ing the  line  through  the  west  part  of  the  county  of  Livingston, 
and  through  a  part  of  Ingham  county.  After  their  return,  part 
of  ihe.-n  were  employed  in  a  survey  from  Mt  Clemens  to  Lake 
St.  Clair.  Most  of  liie  persons  employed  in  these  surveys,  have 
been  discharged,  except  those  retained  in  making  out  the  maps 
and  estimates,  and  whose  further  employment  will  not  be  re- 
quired after  their  present  work  is  completed,  unless  the  works  on 
said  line  are  extended. 

In  relation  to  the  last  clause  of  the  resolution,  I  would  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  state,  that  in  a  recent  conversation  with  the 
chief  engineer,  on  that  work,  I  inquired,  if  he  could  not  do  the 
business  necessarily  required  on  the  line,  with  a  less  number  of 
engineers  and  other  persons,  than  were  at  present  employed  ;  he 
replied  in  substance,  that  most  of  his  own  time  and  that  of  the 
draftsman,  wr*s  tcik^.-n  up  in  making  out  the  plans,  drawings,  spe- 
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ciiicatioDs,  &c.,  for  the  locks,  bridges,  aqueducts,  culverts,  &c. 
necessary  on  the  work  under  contract ;  and  that  the  others  were 
employed  in  superintending  and  staking  out  the  work,  and  in 
measuring  the  work  and  materials  done  and  furnished  on  the  linesp 
and  in  making  out  the  estimates  to  contractors ,  and  that  he  could 
not  well  get  along  with  a  less  number.  On  this  branch  oi  the 
business,  my  opinion  is  necessarily  formed  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  engineer,  if  I  have  confidence  in  his  statements ;  and 
not  having  any  reason  to  doubt  bis  explanation  on  this  subject,  I 
must  reply  to  this  part  of  the  resolution,  that  there  are  not  more 
engineers  employed  on  said  work  than  the  interest  of  the  state 
requires. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAS.  B.  HUNT, 
Acting  Commissioner  on  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal, 


(No.  23.) 

Communication  from  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
University. 

To  the  Hon.  William  L.  Greenly, 

Chairman  Committee  on  LitercUure. 

Sir :  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
university  of  Michigan,  to  give  you  the  information  desired  by  a 
resolution  heretofore  adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  of  which  the 
annexed  is  a  copy. 

On  the  J  6th  day  of  September,  1838,  the  board  adopted  a  plan 
for  the  university,  which  was  presented  by  Alexander  Davis,  of 
the  city  of  New  York.  Upon  examination  of  this  plan,  it  will 
be  perceived  that  it  contemplates  the  erection  of  a  principal  build- 
ing and  wings,  the  dimensions  of  the  first  to  be  80  feet  front,  by 
90  feet  in  depth,  and  each  wing  160  feet  front,  by  40  feet  in 
depth.  It  is  not,  of  course,  expected  that  the  whole  plan  will  be 
built  at  the  same  time,  but  only  as  the  public  good  may  require. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  board  to  state  what  the  probable  coet 
of  construction  will  be,  as  this  will  depend  to  a  considerable  extent, 
upon  the  materials  employed,  (and  which  have  not  yet  been  de- 
termined on)  the  value  of  Wages  at  the  time  of  construction,  and 
other  circumstances,  which  cannot  at  this  time  be  anticipated. 

With  respect  to  the  improvements  which  the  board  propose 
making  for  the  present  upon  the  university  grounds,  I  enclose 
herewith  a  copy  of  a  resolution,  (marked  A,)  adopted  by  that 
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body  which  will  show  tho  amount  to  be  expended,  and  the  cha- 
racter of  the  buildings  to  be  constructed. 

It  is  expected  that  these  buildings  will  answer  every  purpose 
until  the  university  fund  will  warrant  the  board  in  commencing 
the  construction  of  the  buildings*  in  conformity  to  the  plan  which 
has  been  adopted.  The  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  appro- 
priated by  the  resolution  referred  to,  will,  it  is  thought,  be  suffi- 
cient to  construct  four  permanent  brick  edifices ;  one  of  which 
will  be  appropriated  for  the  library,  chemical  laboratoiy,  philoso- 

Ehical  apparatus,  cabinet  of  natural  history,  and  recitation  and 
»ture  rooms,  while  the  remaining  three  will  be  sufficient  for  the 
accommodation  of  all  the  students  that  may  present  themselves 
for  admission  for  several  years  to  come. 

These  buildings  will  ultimately  become  the  residence  of  the 
professors,  and  will  be  constructed  with  reference  to  that  object. 

With  respect  to  the  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  au- 
thorized by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  entitled  ^ An  act  to  authorize 
a  loan  of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  university  of  Michigan,^ 
I  enclose  document  (marked  B,)  which  will  shew  the  terms  upon 
which  the  said  loan  was  negotiated 

A  portion  of  the  proceeds  arising  from  this  loan,  has  been  ap- 
propriated towards  the  support  of  the  several  branches  of  the 
university  now  in  successful  operation.  Five  thousand  dollars 
has  also  been  appropriated  towards  the  purchase  of  a  library 
under  the  direction  of  Professor  Gray,  who  is  now  in  Europe, 
and  one  thousand  dollars  in  part  payment  of  a  cabinet  of  foreign 
minerals.  A  very  considerable  portion,  however,  of  these  seve- 
ral sums,  has  been  reimbursed  by  the  payment  of  the  interest  due 
on  the  sale  of  university  lands,  so  that  the  remaining  instalments 
due  the  university  by  the  purchasers  of  the  stock,  and  the  money 
on  hand)  amounts  to  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

With  respect  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  these  funds  after 
deducting  tne  twenty  thousand  dollars  already  appropriated,  I 
have  to  htate,  that  the  board  have  taken  no  order. 

It  is  however  expected  by  the  board,  that  a  considerable  expen- 
diture will  be  required  for  placing  the  branches  already  establish- 
ed on  the  footing  (intern  plated  by  the  organic  law  of  the  univer- 
sitv,  and  in  supporting  others  to  be  hereafter  established,  as  the 
pul)lic  interest  may  demand. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

CHAS.  W.  WHIPPLE, 
Superintendent  Board  Regents. 
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■       (A.) 
ResohUion  of  the  Board  of  Regents. 

Resolved^  That  tho  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  and  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  such  buildings  as  the  ne- 
cessities of  the  university  may  at  the  present  time  require^  agree* 
ably  to  such  plan  as  may  be  submitted  by  the  building  committee 
at  the  next  or  future  meeting  of  the  board. 


(B.) 
Terms  of  the  Loan  to  the  Umjersity  Fund. 

The  agent  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  regents, 
dated  April  lOthy  1838,  for  negotiating  the  loan  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  under  the  act  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan, 
entitled  "An  act  to  loan  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  university 
of  Michigan,"  reports : 

That  he  has  attended  to  that  duty  by  negotiating  said  loan  with 
the  Bank  of  Michigan,  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  and  has  transferred 
the  bonds  of  said  state  for  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  said 
bank,  subject  to  the  following  stipulation  ;  the  bank  has  covenant- 
ed to  pay  on  demand,  six  thousand  dollars,  as  a  premium  upon 
said  stock,  to  pay  fifteen  thousand  dollars  of  the  principal  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  June,  1839,  or  so  much  thereof  before  tha  t  time 
as  shall  be  appropriated  and  expended  by  the  board  of  regents  ; 
the  further  sum  of  thirty-five  thousand  dollars  on  the  fifteenth 
day  of  June,  1840,  with  the  like  covenant  to  meet  appropria- 
tions of  the  board  prior  to  that  time,  and  after  the  fifteenth  day 
of  June.  1839,  and  the  last  instalment  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to 
be  paid  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1841,  with  the  same  proviso 
as  in  the  preceding,  to  meet  appropriation.  The  bank  covenant 
further  to  keep  an  interest  account  with  the  board  of  regents,  and 
to  pay  semi-annually,  seven  per  cent  per  annum  interest  upon  all 
unpaid  balances.  The  obligation  given  by  the  Bank  of  Michi- 
gan to  the  board  of  regents,  and  approved  by  the  auditing  com- 
mittee, is  herewith  submitted,  apd  will  more  fully  explain  the  ne- 
gotiation. It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  previous  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  your  agent,  their  secretary,  by  direction  of  the  board, 
had  made  application  to  the  several  banks  in  the  city  of  Detroit 
for  proposal  of  terms  upon  which  they  would  take  this  loan,  and 
that  the  banks  had  severally  declined  to  submit  propositions  to  the 
board.  It  was  therefore  inferred  by  the  board,  that  the  loan  could 
not  be  eflfected  in  this  state,  and  a  verbal  understanding  was  had 
between  Governor  Mason  and  your  agent,  that  the  Governor 
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would  make  the  necessary  inquiries  as  to  the  terms  upon  which 
the  loan  could  be  effected  in  New  York,  Philadelphia  and  vVash- 
ington,  and  communicate  the  result  to  your  agent,  before  the  tenth 
day  of  May  then  next  ensuing. 

Your  agent  therefore  made  no  attempt  to  dispose  of  this  stock, 
until  that  period  had  elapsed,  except  to  receive  such  other  offers 
asr  might  be  presented.  Having  no  communication  from  the  Go- 
vernor, and  therefore  taking  it  for  granted  that  this  stock  could 
not  be  advantageously  sold  in  our  Atlantic  cities,  your  agent, 
about  the  twentieth  to  the  twenty-fifth  of  May  last,  entered  into  the 
before  mentioned  agreement  with  the  Bank  of  Michigan,  the  only 
corporation  or  individual  who  had  submitted  any  proposition.  In 
conclusion,  personal  considerations  induce  your  agent  to  remark, 
that  the  terms  upon  which  this  loan  has  been  negotiated,  are  be- 
lieved to  be  more  advantageous  than  other  proposals  made  sub- 
sequently, (for  it  is  probably  known  to  members  of  the  board, 
that  proposals  were  made  for  the  purchase  of  the  stock  some  time 
after  the  negotiation  with  the  Bank  of  Michigan  had  been  con- 
summated,) and  it  may  therefore  be  proper  to  state,  that  on  the 
15th  June  last,  two  or  three  offers  were  communicated  to  your 
agent,  at  ten  per  cent  premium,  and  again,  on  the  22d  of  the 
same  month,  a  further  proposition,  offering  twelve  and  a  half  per 
cent  premium.  But  let  it  be  observed,  that  in  all  these  proposals 
no  intimation  was  made  of  an  interest  account,  and  inquiry  as  to 
one  of  them  shews  that  no  allowance  of  interest  upon  unpaid 
instalments  was  intended.  The  Bank  of  Michigan,  at  an  inter- 
view with  its  officers  originally  upon  this  subject,  had  ofl^red 
twelve  per  cent  premium,  which  was  declined. 

An  arithmetical  calculation  satisfied  your  agent,  that  the  terms 
upon  which  the  loan  had  been  negotiated,  would  equal  22 
450-1000  per  cent  premium,  without  interest  account,  and  this 
too,  exclusive  of  interest  upon  the  six  thousand  dollars  premium 
obtained,  and  which  is  now  drawing  interest. 
Most  respectfully, 

J.  KEARSLEY,  Agent. 

Ann  Arbor,  Michigan^  July  Wth  1838, 
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(No.  25.) 

Communication  from  the  State  Geologist  relative  to 
the  Geological  Survey. 

Office  of  Statb  Gbolooist,  ) 
Detroit,  March  7,  1839.      ) 

7b  the  Hon.  Senate  of  Michigan. 

la  compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  a  resolution  from  the 
Honorable  the  Senate  of  Michigan,  instructing  the  State  Geolo- 
gist to  report  "with  all  convenient  despatch  " 

/4st.  If  there  exist  any  outstanding  contracts  ?  and  if  any, 
what? 

**2d.  What  loss,  injury  or  detriment  might  result  from  a  tem- 
porary sus][)ension  of  said  geological  survev  ? 

'^dcL  If  in  any  respect  such  injury  should  be  likely,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  said  Geologist,  to  be  incurred,  then  that  he  report  what 
part  of  said  survey^  in  particular,  would  be  prejudiced  by  such 
suspension  7"    I  would  respectfully  report : 

That  contracts  have  been  entered  into  with  that  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation arising  from  the  general  fund,  or  rather  orders  have 
oeen  sent  abroad  for  the  fixtures  of  a  lithographic  press,  paper, 
&c.,  for  the  use  of  the  topographical  department,  as  also  for  sun- 
dry items,  such  as  instruments,  &c.,  preparatory  to  a  commence- 
ment of  the  work  with  the  opening  of  spring.  As  no  bills  of  these 
orders  have  as  yet  been  received,  I  am  unable  to  lay  before  you 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  amount  of  these  orders. 

As  it  is  inferred  that  no  portion  of  the  resolutions  are  directed 
to  that  part  of  the  work  connected  with  the  improvement  of  the 
salt  spnngs,  I  will  only  briefly  add  with  respect  to  this  depart- 
ment, that  contracts  are  considered  as  closed  for  some  heavy  por- 
tions of  the  work. 

2d.  ''The  loss,  injury  or  detriment  which  might  result  from  a 
temporary  suspension  of  the  geological  survey,**  may  be  regarded 
as  of  such  a  character  as  would  eventuate  in  an  almost  total  loss  of 
what  has  been  already  accomplished,  and  would,  without  doubt, 
prove  fatal  to  the  whole  work. 

In  carrying  forward  a  work  of  the  character  of  that  under  con- 
sideration, it  is  indispensable  that  the  heads  of  the  several  depart* 
ments,  or  those  who  are  eventually  to  be  called  upon  for  connect- 
ed reports,  remain  unchanged,  for  the  reason  that  many,  and  io 
fact  a  large  proportion  of  the  comparative  data  from  which  con- 
clusions are  drawn,  being  unfinished,  are  not  in  such  a  condition 
as  to  be  either  comprehended  or  understood  by  a  third  person, 
unless  he  pass  through  the  very  same  steps  of  observation.  In 
this  respect  llic  work  may  be  compared  to  a  long  series  of  half 
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solved  mathematical  problems,  which  a  third  person  would  be  in- 
capable of  completing  without  passing  over  the  same  ground,  a 
step  which  would  be  necessary,  even  for  the  very  person  first  en- 
gaged in  the  worki  should  he  fail  to  pursue  the  subject  to  a  close 
while  fresh  in  his  mind. 

The  chief  assistants  employed  in  the  geological  survey  are  men 
who  have  left  lucrative  professions  with  a  simple  desire  of  aiding 
the  work  in  progress.  They  have  engaged  with  an  enthusiasm 
that  is  deserving  of  the  highest  respect,  and  they  have  labored  to 
collect  matter  Tor  the  elucidation  of  their  several  departments, 
which  will,  no  doubt,  if  carried  to  Completion,  be  creditable  to 
themselves  while  it  will  prove  of  practical  utility  to  the  people. 

Had  the  several  assistants  taken  charge  of  the  separate  depart- 
ments from  mercenary  motives,  and  without  any  hope  of  origina- 
ting a  result  that  would  be  creditable  to  themselves,  while  it  would 
benefit  the  people,  the  circumstances  would  be  very  diflbrent ;  but 
as  it  is,  having  engaged  with  motives  and  inducements  of  a  high- 
er character,  1  can  safely  say  that  not  a  single  one  of  the  heads 
of  the  departments  would  desire  to  remain  in  the  work  a  single 
hour,  where  he  to  entertain  the  idea  that  the  fatigue,  anxiety  and 
labor  which  had  been  devoted  to  the  subjects  under  his  charge, 
were  to  be  scattered  to  the  winds.  The  reflection  that  this  may 
be  the  result,  has  already  acted  as  a  blight  upon  their  operations, 
for  they  have  felt  that  there  was  no  inducement  whatever  to  car- 
ry forward  the  examinations  which  they  had  so  fondly  hoped  to 
complete. 

The  temporary  suspension  of  the  survey  will  necessarily  de- 
stroy the  present  organization ;  the  assistants  will  return  to  their 
professions,  and  certainly  without  any  desire  of  again  undertaking 
a  task  which  it  might  be  feared  would  only  end  in  disappoint- 
ment and  disgrace.  The  organization  of  a  competent  board  of 
assistants  for  conducting  operations  of  this  character!  is  only 
made  with  the  utmost  difficulty,  and  were  the  one  now  acting 
dissolved,  we  could  scarcely  hope  to  effect  a  reorganization  in 
such  a  manner  that  each  would  understand  his  duty  in  less  than  a 
year's  time ;  and  in  fact  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  under  those 
circumstances,  competent  assistants  could  be  induced  to  undertake 
the  task ;  and  should  the  work  be  again  commenced,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  pass  a  second  time  over  a  large  proportion  of  the 
road  which  has  already  been  travelled. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  contamed  m  the  act  of  March 
23,  1838,  I  nominated  Dr.  John  Wright  as  botanist  to  the  geo- 
logical survey,  and  the  same  was  duly  confirmed.  Dr  Wnght 
was  at  the  time  engaged  in  the  lucrative  practice  of  his  pro^ 
sion  in  Troy,  New  York,  and  it  was  only  after  the  most  urgent 
solicitations,  and  at  much  pecuniary  sacrifice  upon  his  part,  that 
he  was  induced  to  accept  the  appointment ;  relying  upon  the  faith 
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of  the  state  to  complete  the  work  which  he  had  been  induoed  to 
undertake.  The  duties  assigned  him  have  been  performed  with 
a  devotion  and  success  hardly  to  have  been  anticipated,  and  which, 
if  continued,  could  not,  it  is  conceived,  fail  to  lead  to  important 
resuitg.  Even  the  most  temporary  suspension  of  the  work  would 
eventuate  in  the  loss  of  the  scientific  and  practical  matter  which 
has  been  collected  in  this  department  of  the  survey,  while  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  acting  in  no  good  faith  to  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment. 

The  same  in  fact  would  prove  to  be  the  result  in  the  several 
departments^  were  the  work  to  be  temf)orarily  suspended.  The 
assistants  have  performed  their  duties  from  a  devotion  to  the  sub- 
jects in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  certainly  without  any  pros* 
pect  of  pecuniary  advantage ;  they  are  men  who  would  immedi- 
ately find  an  active  field  of  labor,  were  they  separated  from  this 
work,  and  who,  in  all  human  probability,  could  never  be  induced 
again  to  undertake  the  task  in  which  they  are  now  engaged.  To 
reorganize  a  corps  of  assistants  would  in  fact  be  equivalent  to 
commencing  the  work  anew. 

The  present  time  is  an  exceedingly  favorable  one  for  conduct- 
ing operations  in  the  geological  and  topographical  departments, 
for  while  the  United  States  surveyors  are  engaged  in  subdividing 
the  northern  part  of  the  peninsula,  we  are  enabled  to  procure, 
through  them,  a  vast  amount  of  information ;  and  in  fact  through 
that  source  an  amount  of  labor  may  be  accomplished  very  tar 
exceeding  that,  which  under  other  circumstances,  could  be  done. 
Those  United  States  surveys  will  probably  be  cx^mpleted  during 
this  and  the  ensuing  year^  and  the  time  will  then  have  passed  for 
gaining  the  assistance  of  those  persons  who  are  engaged  in  this 
work. 

There  still  remain  of  the  salt  lands  granted  our  state  by  the 
general  government,  thirty  sections  to  be  located.  The  judicious 
kx^ation  of  these  lands  will  involve  a  large  amount  of  labor ;  }ret 
that  labor  would  be  of  such  a  kind  that  two  objects  would  be 
gained,  viz :  the  location  of  the  land  and  the  survey  of  the  coun- 
try. Should  a  special  agent  be  appointed  to  make  the  selection 
of  the  lands,  only  one  ot  these  ejects  would  be  gained,  at  the 
same  time  that  much  difficulty  might  occur  in  making  the  proper 
selections. 

Thirdly,  **  I  am  instructed  to  report  what  part  of  said  survey, 
in  particular,  would  be  prejudiced  by  said  suspension,**  to  which 
I  would  answer  unhesitatingly.  aU  parts  of  it>  The  work  is  of  a 
character  which  to  be  rendered  really  valuable,  reauires  to  be 
conducted  as  a  whole  ;  and  to  cut  off  any  portion  would  not  only 
leave  a  defect,  but  would  cripple  the  operations  of  other  depart- 
ments, for  those  remaining  could  scarcely  conduct  the  balance  of 
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the  work  in  such  a  manner  at  to  be  creditable  tttber  to  theaoMlrai 
or  the  state. 

In  answering  that  all  the  departments  of  the  survey  would  be 
prejudiced  by  a  suspension,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  an  al* 
taaied  duty,  perrectly  indepsndent  of  the  geological  survey  pro* 
per,  the  relation  of  which  to  our  other  duties,  would  appear  to  be 
but  imperfectly  understood ;  I  allude  to  the  collection  of  speci* 
mens  of  natural  history. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  regents  of  the  university  felt  a  deep 
anxiety  to  embrace  the  opportunity  afibrded  by  the  work  in  pro- 
gress, to  supply  the  students  of  the  state  university  with  facilities 
for  the  study  of  natural  history,  unequalled  bv  any  institution  in 
our  country.  The  progress  of  tho  geological  survey  ofiered  /a« 
dlities  ior  carrying  this  into  effect,  at  a  comparatively  small  ex- 
pense. The  geological  board  were  directed  to  perform  the  duty, 
and  the  act  directs  the  regents  to  refund  to  the  state  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars,  the  estimated  cost  of  these  collections. 

The  duties  incident  upon  the  collection  of  specimens,  in  the 
manner  directed,  have  much  increased  the  labor  of  the  work ;  yet 
thev  have  been  performed  with  pleasure,  from  the  hope  that  these 
collections  might  prove  of  value  to  our  state  institutions.  Yet 
the  very  industry  which  has  been  used  for  a  faithful  compliance 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  act,  would  appear  not  only  to  have 
brought  discredit  upon  the  whole  work,  but  also  to  have  given 
rise  to  a  variety  of  epithets,  certainly  of  no  very  dignified  charac* 
ter,  which  are  in  no  wise  calculated  to  extend  the  usefulness  of 
those  persons  to  whom  they  are  applied.  It  would  be  to  those 
engaged  in  the  geological  survey,  no  small  relief  to  be  spared  the 
labor  of  miking  these  collections,  and  this  portion  of  the  work 
may  be  suspended  without  any  detriment  to  the  legitimate  duties 
of  those  engaged  in  the  survey  ;  but  since,  if  the  amount  required 
for  making  these  collections  be  repaid  from  the  university  fundp 
nothing  would  be  gained  in  econiMny  to  the  state,  no  good'reasoa 
can  be  conceived  why  the  university  should  be  denied  the  facili* 
ties  oflered  for  enriching  her  cabinet  of  natural  history. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

DOUGLASS  HOUGHTON, 
SUOt  CkoUigiai. 
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(No.  26.) 

Report  of  K.  Pritcbette,  Bank  Comnusiioiier,  rela- 
tive to  the  Macomb  County  Bank. 

To  the  Hon.  ike  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State 
of  Michigan : 

In  oompliance  ^ith  the  joint ,  resolution  of  the  legisiatore,  the 
late  CommissioDer,  Alpheus  Pelch,  Esq.»  together  with  the  under* 
flignedf  visited  the  banking-house  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county, 
at  Mount  Clemens,  in  said  county*  and  made  an  investigation  of 
the  affairs  and  condition  of  said  institution,  the  result  of  which  ii 
embodied  in  the  following  report 

The  Bank  of  Macomb  county  was  placed  under  injunction  on 
the  6th  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1838,  and  has  so  continued  until 
the  present  time.  The  injunction  was  obtained  on  the  complaint 
of  an  individual,  on  the  refusal  of  the  bank  to  redeem  a  quantity 
of  its  bills  in  specie.  The  bank,  however,  previous  to  the  service 
of  the  injunction,  paid  the  coin.  Notwithstanding  this  compli- 
ance with  his  demand,  the  complainant  served  the  mjunctiou,  and 
no  effort,  up  to  the  date  of  the  examination,  seenu  to  have  beeo 
made  for  its  removal. 

The  examination  was  made  by  the  Commissioners  on  the  8th 
and  9th  of  February  ultimo.  'I  he  president,  A.  Weeks,  Esq., 
was  the  only  person  present.  He  had  char^  of  the  bank,  and 
expressed  a  disposition  to  give  the  Commissioners  all  the  aid  in 
his  power,  and  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  the  cashier,  C.  A» 
Emerson,  Esq.,  who  would  have  been  better  able  to  make  the 
necessary  explanations.  He  staled  that  Mr.  Emerson  had  gone 
to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  to  make  arrangements  to  reinstate  the  bank. 
The* return  of  the  cashier  was  expected  in  the  course  of  ten  days, 
and  he  was  very  desirous  that  before  a  report  was  made  Mr. 
Emerson  might  have  an  opportunity  to  communicate  with  the 
Commissioners,  and  promised  to  wait  upon  them  with  him,  if  the 
report  was  not  made  previous  to  his  arrival.  No  promise,  how- 
ever, was  given  to  delay  the  report.  Important  information 
touching  the  previous  transactions  of  the  bank,  was  promised  by 
some  of  its  former  officers,  which  has  been  received  within  the 
last  few  days,  and  is  made  a  part  of  this  report.  By  a  ommnu* 
nication  from  the  present  cashier,  addressed  to  the  Governor,  it 
'  appears  that  he  has  returned  from  Bufiklo.  No  further  informa« 
tion,  however,  has  been  afforded  by  him. 

On  the  opening  of  the  examination,  a  statement  of  the  condition 
of  the  bank,  left  by  the  cashier  previous  to  his  departuref  of  wfeieh 
the  following  is  a  copy,  was  presented  to  the  Commsmnemt  m 
exhibiting  the  situation  of  its  affairs  at  that  time- 
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Bahk  of  Macomb  Commr,  > 
Mt  Clemens,  6th  Jan.  1839.      ) 
Statement  of  the  Bank  af  Macomb  County. 


Bills  discounted, 

963,027  62 

Due  from  banks, 

4,974  91 

Agency  in  Buffalo, 

4,800  66 

Exchange  account, 

18,390  00 

Due  from  individuals, 

619  13 

Expense  account, 

2,876  81 

Bank  furniture, 

1,808  30 

Real  estate,  banking-house  aqd  loty 

2,850  00 

Bills  of  other  banks. 

4,256  00 

Specie, 

2,967  00 

•107,470  38 

Capital, 

35,420  00 

Circulationi 

64,325  00 

Profit  and  Ipss, 

5,532  22 

Deposites, 

2,024  59 

Due  banks, 

166  27 

John  Ward  &  Co. 

2  25 

•107,470  33 
Of  the  above  circulation,  •26,765  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
stockholders  and  is  now  in  the  banks  of  Detroit,  which  leaves  in 
actual  circulalion  only  •37,560,  and  of  the  above  deposites, 
•1,121  88  of  the  •2,024  59,  is  deposited  to  apply  on  discounted 
paper  now  due,  which  leaves  only  ^902  71  cents  for  immediate 
liaoility.  Of  the  exchange  account,  there  should  be  credited  the 
sum  of  ^4,000  or  •5,000,  being  moneys  collected  in  the  biHs  of 
the  \;>wokf 

RECAFITUIiATION* 

Circukftion  and  Immediate  Lia-      Brought  up  from  behw. 

biJities. 
•37,560  00  circulation.  •16,197  91 

902  71  deposite.  7,000  00  drafts  on  Buffalo 

23,197  91 


•15,264  80  ^23,197  91 

Immediate  Resources. 
•2,967  00  specie. 

4,256  00  bills  of  other  banks. 

4,974  91  due  from  banks. 

•4,000  00  collected  by  agency  in  Buffalo. 

•16,197  91 
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We  have  about  ten'  thoiuand  doUars  on  hand,  in  auit,  that  are 
good  and  v^ill  be  collected  soon ;  there  is  a  draft  of  93,000,  in 
collection  in  Milwaukie,  which  will  unquestionably  be  received. 
Of  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  ezchan^  agent  in  BufSklob  a  large 
proportion  is  now  in  process  of  collection. 

Mr.  Emerson  has  now  ffone  down  to  get  a  statement  of  the 
biuness  iin  Bufiblo,  and  will  bring  bacl(  the  money  collected. 

On  examination,  the  items  forming  the  above  statement,  were 
created  as  follows,  to  wit : 

As9ets. 

Discounted  paper  in  bank, 

Note  of  D.  F.  Webster,  JSOO  00 

for        .  600  00 

for  671  11 

of  L.  H.  Pratt,  endorsed  Sam'l  P.  Pratt,  7,000  00 
discounted  in  1837,  and  renewed,  Wm.  Vander- 

voort,  and  endorsed  Vandervoort,  &  Co.  10,000  00 
for  87  00 
for  75  00 
for  500  00 
for  250  00 
for  280  00 
Stock  note,  Geore  B.  Martin,  (no  endorser,)  200  00 
Note  of  R.  Ambrose,  endorsed  L.  Godard  &  S.  Titus,    500  00 
John  Stockton,  (mortgage,)  2,424  51 
Stock  note,  Wm.  Vandervoort,  (Dec.  2,  1837,  on  de- 
mand, no  endorsement,)  11,875  00 
Stock  note,  Wm*  Canfield,  (no  endorsement,)  250  00 
Note  of  A.  Weeks,  (endorsed  A.  Weeks  &  Co.)  3,350  90 
Note  for  155  68 
for  300  00 
for  300  00 
for  66  00 
for  25  00 
for  139  00 
for  20  00 
for  500  00 


In  bank,  940,069  20 

In  hands  of  Bates  and  Walker,  (receipt,)  3,000  00 
Supposed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Bates  and  Walker, 

(no  record,)  17,000  00 


•60,069  20 


'*Due  from  other  banks,** 
Michigan  state  bank,  94,154  29 
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This  18  a  deporite  of  Brett  biHs,  whieh  were  paid  ioto 
this  bank  by  Enoch  Jones»  in  1887,  he  receiving 
Macomb  county  bills  therefor.  The  deposite  in 
State  bank  was  made  April  25,  1838.  There  were 
also  deposited  some  Clinton  bills. 
Bank  of  Michi^in,  348  00 

Farmers'  and  Mechanic^  bank,  Detroit,  472  62 


•4,074  01 
•* Agency  in  Buffalo,**  4,800  56 

Lucius  H.  Pratt,  Buffalo. 
This  is  the  balance  that  appears  to  be  due  on  ledger.    The 
account  is  brought  down  to,  and  the  last  item  entered  December, 
1887.    Mr.  Pratt  has  notes  of  the  bank  taken  by  him. 

"Exchange  account,"  $18,390  00 

Feb.  11,  1837.  Cash,  L.  H.  Pratt,  •10.000 

Total  of  credits,  5,110 

Cash,  W.  Vandervoort,      10,000 

Aug.  28.  do.  L.  H.  Pratt,  by  Forbes,  8,500 

•28,500 
5,110 
18,390  00 

These  advances  were  made  in  the  notes  of  the  bank,  and  were 
to  be  advanced  for  discounted  paper  in  Buffalo.  Notes  were  ac- 
cordingly taken  to  the  amount  of  about  •15,000,  payable  at  Com- 
mercial bank  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  They  have  for  the  most  part 
been  put  in  suit.  Tho  persons  who  received  the  money,  Pratt 
and  Vandervoort,  are  able  to  pay.  The  object  was  to  give  a 
credit  in  the  (/ommercial  bank. 

"Due  from  individuals." 
Amount  due  from  individuals  as  per  ledger. 

"Expense  account," 
As  per  ledger. 

*Bank  furniture," 
As  per  ledger. 

"Real  estate,  &xf 
As  per  ledger. 

••Bills  of  other  banks." 
One  package  of  Detroit  city  chartered  bank  bills, 


containing 

do                                   do 
do  containing  chartered,  city  and  coun- 
try and  New  York  bills,  amount- 

•2,660 00 
544  00 

ing  to 
do  country  chartered  bills, 
'           do  city  charteredf 

8^0  00 
205  00 
170  00 
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One  psokage  principally  bills  of  the  Bank  of } 

era  New  York,  $780  00 

««  do  uncorrent  Michigan  safety  fond,  &c.  179  00 

•4,918  00 
Four  hundred  or  five  hundred  dollars  of  the  bills  of  the  Sank 
of  western  New  York  were  received  of  Mn  Hubbard  about  a 
week  since  by  A.  Weeks,  the  president,  and  put  by  him  into  the 
bank.  It  is  not  credited  on  the  books,  nor  on  discounted  paper. 
Mr.  Weeks  intends  to  have  it  passed  to  his  credit.  He  thinks 
some  of  it  has  been  received  by  exchange.  Some  of  it  received 
before  the  legislature  passed  the  resolution  to  investigate — some 
since.  He  thinks  the  same  funds,  except  as  above,  remain  as 
when  the  injunction  was  served.  ^ 

^Specie* — said  to  have  been  oridnallytl  1,000.  About  eighteen 
months  since,  Lewis  Grodard  and  E.  Jones,  borrowed  four  or  five 
thousand  dollars  in  specie,  of  the  bank.  They  had  it  four  or  five 
days*  President  supposed  it  went  to  Bresti  but  does  not  know 
any  thing  further  about  it 

Silver,  92,^30  47 

Gold,  921  20 


Total,  •3,151  67 

Uabiliiies* 
"Capita^'  935,420  00 

The  original  stock  book  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  bank,  nor  is 

the  transfer  book,  nor  the  proceedings  of  the  directors. 

Twenty  per  cent  was  originally  paid  in  on  ths  stock,  part  in 

specie  and  a  part  in  bank  notes.    Enoch  Jonesi  one  of  the  origi- 
nal subscribers,  paid  his  stock  in  part  at  least,  in  Brest  money. 

Four  instalments,  often  per  cent  have  since  been  called  for,  and 

a  portion  paid  as  follows: 

Stock  note  of  Geo.  B.  Martin,  (no  endorse- 
ment,) for  $200  00 

Stock  note  of  Wm.  Vandervoort,  (no  en- 
dorsement, on  (lemand,^  11,875  00 

Stock  note  of  Wm  Canfield,  (no  endorse- 
ment,) 250  00 

912,325  00 

Check  of  Wm.  Vandervoort,  on  Bank  of 
Buffalo^  93,240  00 

Check  of  Jas.  Sweeney,  on  Bank  of  Buffalo^  1,500  00 

These  checks  last  above  were  drawn  and 
sent  to  Buffiilo  for  payment,  and  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  L.  H.  Pratt,  kfr  eoV- 
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lection,  cliarged  to  bis  account.  —     4f74Q  00 

•17,065  00 

There  remains  unpaid  on  stock,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
From  George  B.  Martin,  $300  00 

U.  F.  Webster,  600  00 

Mrs.  C.  Webster,  15  00 

L.  H.  Pratt,  1,875  00 

S.  H.  Pratt,  1,875  00 

J.  T,  Hatch,  4,500  00 

S.  While,  5,400  00 

814,565  00 

The  stock  ledger  does  not  exhibit  the  amount  paid  in  on  each 
share,  being  kept  so  as  to  exhibit  the  number  of  shares  only. 

''Circulation/'  964,325  00 

The  engraver's  bills  are  not  to  be  found  in  bank,  nor  any  min- 
ute of  the  amount  of  bank  bills  received  from  the  engraver.  The 
bills  were  furnished  on  two  different  orders. 

Engraver's  packages  of  bills  unbroken  in  bank,  1000 

sheets,  5,  5,  5,  10,  (25,000  00 

Engraver's  packages  of  bills  unbroken  in  bank,  600 

sheets,  5,  5, 5,  10,  15,000  00 

200  sheets,  1,  1,  2,  3,  signed  by  cashier  and  not  by 

president,  1,400  00 

100  sheets,  1,  1,  2, 3,  signed  by  cashier  and  presi- 
dent, 700  00 

700  sheets,  1,  1, 2,  3,      do  do.     and  not  by 

president,  4>900  00  ' 

600  sheets,  1,  1,  2,  3,  not  do.  4,200  00 

1,200  sheets,  1, 1,  2,  3,  signed  by  cashier,  and  not  by 
president,  8,400  00 

200  sheets,  5,  3,  5,  10,  5,000  00 


Bills  unexecuted,  $64|600  00 

Bills  executed  from  Feb.  7, 1837,  to  Oct. 

1 9, 1837,  as  follows,  to  wit :    '  •79,993  00 

Deduct  mutilated  bills,  14  00 


79,979  00 

Packages  of  bills  in  bank,  redeem- 
ed from  circulation, 

One  redeemed  in  specie  from  the 
person  who  served  the  injunc- 
tion, 93,015  00 
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Qm  tmtktd  oo  wntppen  *«of 
Bank  of  Michigan*  14  Dec 
1888  *  1,885  00 

Que  marked  oo  wrapper,  '*20th 

August,  ISSd,*^  139S  00 

••  1,460  00 

-  272  Of 

'«  847  00 

«  189  00 

588  00 
^  2,868  00 

««  181  00 

189  00 
14  00 


•11,745  00 
Add  §81800,  sealed  in  Commer- 
dal  Bank  cS  Buffitl<H  and  cred- 
ited to  that  bank,  8,800  00 


815,545  00 
Add  also  8109,  unaccounted  for,    189  00 


•15,654  00 


Ciroulatioo  as  exhibited  per  statement,        864,325  00 

Mr  Yandervoort  is  indebted  to  the  bank  on  paper  given  to  the 
Bank  of  Macomb,  of  which  he  is  a  stocicholder  and  director,  to 
upwards  of  •20,000.  An  arrangement  is  made  with  him,  to  take 
up  a  portion  of  the  circulation,  by  drafts  on  him,  &;c.,  which  is,  on 
the  perfection  of  the  said  arrangement,  to  be  received  by  the  bank, 
in  liquidation  of  his  indebtedness  to  the  bank.  For  this  purpose, 
he  has  riven  a  letter  of  credit  to  Henry  N.  Walker,  the  attorney 
of  the  bank,  a  copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (B.) 
Heny  N.  Walker  has  authorised  C.  A.  Emerson,  the  cashier  of 
the  bank,  to  draw,  agreeably  to  the  above  mentioned  fetter  €f 
credit  Bills  of  the  bank  to  the  amount  of  98,000,  and  upwards, 
have  been  taken  up  by  draAs  on  the  said  Yandervoort,  and  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  Henry  N.  Walker,  and  on  deposite  in  De- 
troit.  By  a  private  arrangement  with  John  Norton,  Jr.  cashier 
of  the  State  bank,  made  by  Mr  Yandervoort,  between  16  and 
17,000  dollars  have  been  taken  up  by  said  State  bank,  and  are 
now  in  its  vaults. 

Mr.  Emerson,  the  cashier,  has.  however,  since  the  service  of 
the  injunction,  taken  bills  from  the  bank  in  sheets,  signed  by  C. 
A*  Emerson,  cashier  and  A  Weeks  president,  to  the  amount  of 
•40,000.    These  notes,  it  is  said,  were  intended  to  be  used  as 
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colhteral  secarity,  in  the  negolSnAcn  cf  a  credit  in  BoMa^  wd 
not  to  be  used  until  the  injonctioD  was  removed  and  the  hpnk 
again  in  operation.  These  bills  are  not  charged*  nor  do  the 
books  any  where  show  any  entry  or  minote  of  tbenu 

''Profit  and  loss."  «S.532  22 

Discounts  recei«^,  95,306  86 

Premium  and  exchange*  225  96 

5,582  22 

**Depo«itcs.'' 

Individuals  and  post-office. 

'^Doe  banks,"*  9166  27 

This  amount  is  due  the  Commercial  bank  of  Buflbla 

**John  Ward  &  Co.*  $2  25 

As  per  entry  for  protest 

From  this  analysis  of  the  items  composing  the  above  state- 
ment, a  just  idea  may  be  formed  of  its  character.  There  was  no 
statement  book  in  the  bank.  A  list  of  the  stockholders  and  ofli- 
cers  of  the  bank,  exhibiting  the  changes  which  have  taken  plaoe 
from  time  to  time,  is  hereunto  annexed,  marked  (C.) 

The  charter  of  the  ••Bank  of  Macomb  county,"  was  granted 
by  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  incorporate  the 
Macomb  and  Saginaw  railroad  company,**  approved  Ac^  24A, 
1835.  The  capital  stock  is  §100,000,  divided  into  2,000  shares 
of  $50  each,  with  authority  to  increase  the  amount  of  said  stock 
to  8500,000. 

The  charter  provides  that  •*Onc*tenth  part  of  the  amount  of 
each  share  shall  be  paid  in  spede^at  the  time  of  sobacribingv 
and  the  balance  shall  be  paid  in  such  instalments,  and  at  suoi 
.times  as  the  directors  Tor  the  time  being  may  require ;"  •'Provi- 
ded, thai  no  note  or  evidence  of  debt  shall  be  discounted  or  re- 
ceived by  the  directors,  in  payment  of  any  instalment  called  in  or 
required  to  be  paid,  with  intent  of  providing  the  means  of  fur- 
lashing  such  payment,  or  with  the  intent  of  enabling  any  stock- 
holder to  withdraw  any  part  of  the  money  pid  in  by  him, 
-on  his  stock.'*  That  ••no  loan  or  discount  shall  be  made  to  the 
directors  of  such  corporatioa»  or  upon  paper  on  which  such  di- 
rectors, or  any  of  them,  shad  be  responsible,  to  any  amount  ex- 
ceeding the  capital  stock  actually  paid  in  and  possessed  bv  the 
corporation/'  That  if  the  bills  and  notes  issued  by  the  bank» 
'•are  not  paid  when  the  same  are  due  and  demanded,  at  the  bank* 
iog-bouse  of  the  said  bank,  within  the  usual  bankir^  hours,  in  the 
legal  money  of  the  United  States,  the  said  corporation  shall  be 
dissolved,  subject  to  the  benefits  and  provisions  of  the  •  act  rela- 
tive to  banking  institutbns,'  approved  April  23,  1833."  That 
^unless  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  in  specie,  shall  be  paid  in 
said  bank,  within  two  years  from  the  first  Monday  of  July  iiext, 
(August  24, 1885,)  and  unless  ten  miles  of  the  said  railroad,  corn- 
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oiDoiiig.al;  Monot  Cleoaeoa,  bo  made  and  put  io  apeimti^  mtb* 
in  aix  yeaca  thereafter,  tbie  aot  ehall  beooaie  Toid  and  of  no 
diect." 

How  far  the  above  stated  provisions  of  thecharter  of  thkbaah 
have  been  adhered  to,  will  be  the  next  subject  of  inquiry. 

The  original  subscription  book  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  banky 
and  fFom  the  ft^tement  oiado  by  the  former  president  and  others, 
hereunto  annexed  (marked  D,)  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  it  ia  de- 
stroyed. No  book  was  to  be  foufvi  in  the  baokdetaihng  the  pro- 
ceedings of  thft  directors.  By  rcjcrenoe,  however,  to  the  forego- 
ing part  of  thia  report,  and  the  evidence  annexed,  the  following 
facts  oiay  be  deduced.  Tho  majority  of  the  atock  appears  oriffi- 
nally  to  have  been  subscribed  for  by  Gen.  John  Stockton,  of  Mt. 
Clemens.  Tiie  bank  was  not  put  into  operation  until  upwards  of 
a  year  after  the  charter  Itad  beea  obtained.  Asa  preliminary  to 
file  coCDfnepcement  of  business,  early  in  Octdber,  1836,  the  con- 
IroUing  amount  of  stock  was  sold  and  transferred  to  William  Yan- 
4ervocHrt  and  L.  H.  Pratt,  both  of  the  state  of  l^ew  York.  At 
this  time,  John  Stockton  was  chosen  president,  and  an  appoint* 
ment  of  directors  took  place.  If  any  previous  directors  existed, 
they  do  not  appear  to  have  transacted  any  business  whatever. 
About  the  first  of  February  two  instalments  of  ten  per  cent 
each  are  aaid  to  have  paid  «in.  a  part  in  specie,  and  a  part  in  the 
hills  of  other  banks.  Bills  9f  the  bank  weie  then  executed  b^ 
John  Stockton,  president,  and  C.  A.  Emerson,  who  was  about  this 
tune  appointed  cashier.  On  Saturday  the  1 1th  day  of  February, 
ld37,  or  on  the  day  following,  as  the  first  business  transaction, 
fortv  thousand  doliars  of  the  bills  of  the  bank  were  taken  away 
by  Vandervoort  and  Pratt.  For  this  sum  they  each  left  a  note 
for  •10,000.  Ten  thousand  dollars  each  was  likewise  taken, 
without  any  evideuce  of  indebtedness,  to  be  loaned,  aa  was 
averred,  on  paper  payable  at  the  Commercial  bank  of  Bufialo^  to 
eie»to  a  credit  Sm  tiie  bank  in  that  institution. 

By  refereooe  to  tlie  annexied  statem^t  marked  (D,)  it  will  be 
aeen  ;hat  this  transaction  took  place  without  the  knowledge  or 
consent  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  contrary  to  the  provisione 
of  the  charter,  which  requires  the  action  of  the  board  in  making 
kians  or  discounts. 

Three  farther  instalments  on  the  capital  stock  of  t^  per  cent 
each,  were  subsequently  called  for,  pcryable  on  the  7th,  8th<  and 
9lh  days  of  Ju^e,  1837 ;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  October  of  the 
•aame  year,  a  new  board  of  directors  was  created,  and  C.  Cleaaens 
chesen  president,  in  the  plaoe  of  John  Stockton,  who  was  remov- 
al. William  Yandervoori  and  L.  H.Pratt  were  memberaof 
this  new  board  of  directors.  The  statement  of  the  condition  of 
the  bank  iuroiiMi  1^  ikm  cashbr,  C.  A.  Emerson,  and  feft  ia  the 
ibaok  pretious  tc^  bis  departure  for  Bofialo,  a  copy  of  which  is 
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prassnlad  id  the  opening  of  tiw  report,  bearing  date  Jannnry  6» 
18d9,  exbibiti  the  capital  stock  paid  in  at  •85^20.  Had  the  fire 
instalments  called  for  been  actually  received,  the  capital  stock 
paid  in  would  be  950,000 

And  yet  by  reference  to  the  above 
statement  and  analysis,  it  appears 
that  •17,066  00 

was  paid  in  by  Wm.  Vandervoort 
and  others,  in  stock  notes  and  checks, 
which,  together  with  the  sum  of       $14,605  00 

of  instalments  on  stock,  doe  and  unpaid,  makes  *      31,000  00 

of  said  capital  actually  unpaid,  and  still  due  at  the 

time  of  the  examination  oy  the  Commissioners^ 

thus  leaving  only  the  sum  of  018,870  00 

as  the  real  capital  of  the  bank,  paid  in  according  to  law,  being 

less  than  the  amount  of  the  two  first  instalments  presumed  to 

have  been  paid  in  at  the  opening  of  the  institution. 

By  the  testimony  of  A.  Weeks,  the  present  president,  one  of 
the  stockholders,  Enoch  Jones,  who  was  likewise  a  diitetor,  paid 
in  a  portion  of  his  instalment  (being  those  last  called  for)  in  oiUs 
of  the  Bank  of  Brest.  He  likewise  left  in  bank  a  certificate  of 
deposite  for  05,000,  which,  on  the  sale  of  his  stock  to  Mr.  Van* 
dervoort,  was  taken  up  and  discharged.  It  is,  therefore,  pie- 
sumable,  that  it  was  paid  in  on  his  stock.  Whether  any  equiva* 
lent  was  received  by  the  bank,  in  lieu  of  this  certificate,  does  not 
clearly  appear. 

If  the  facts  above  stated  are  accurately  set  forth,  and  the  actual 
payment  of  the  several  instalments  by  tlie  minor  stockholders,  be 
likewise  taken  into  consideration,  the  deficit  of  actual  capital  (it 
being  even  less  in  amount  than  the  two  first  ir«stalments  said  to 
have  been  paid  in,)  certainly  requires  explanation.  The  presump- 
tion is  strong,  and  almost  irresistible,  that  a  part  c(  the  original 
instalments  upon  which  the  bank  went  into  operation,  were  with- 
drawn. 

If  these  inferences  be  just,  it  will  be  manifest  that  the  indebted- 
ness to  the  bank  by  Vandervoort  alone,  which,  as  testified  by  Mr. 
Weeks,  is  upwards  of  twenty  thousand  doUars,  exceeds,  indepeo* 
pent  of  the  debt  of  Pratt,  ihe  amount  of  capital  actually  paid  m 
and  possessed  by  the  bank.  At  the  time,  tKerefere,  that  Vander- 
voort and  Pratt  became  directors,  and  until  the  date  of  the  ex- 
amination, their  indebtedness  extended  beyond  the  amount  aotho- 
rifled,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter, 
limiting  loans  to  directors. 

By  the  testimony  (rf*  some  of  the  former  offioen,  as  wiReppear 
by  their  statement  above  referred  to^  the  credit  in  BuflUo^  for 
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which  tfaa  990,000  was  taken  by  Vandervoort  and  Ptatt  was  ne- 
ver created  Of  this  sum  (as  testified  by  Mr.  Weeks,)  015,000 
was  loaned  oo  notes,  payable  at  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Buflalo^ 
of  which  a  large  proportion  are  unpaid  and  in  suit  If  this  viola* 
tioD  of  their  engagements  to  create  a  fund  for  the  bank  in  Buialo^ 
is  to  be  considered  as  the  assumption  of  an  indebtedness  for  this 
additional  amount,  the  breach  of  their  chartered  privileges  be- 
comes still  more  apparent  No  security  for  this  sum  appears  in 
the  bank,  and  if  they  are  not  liable,  the  loss  falls  upon  the  bank, 
should  the  notes  said  to  be  given  for  the  greater  proportion  not  be 
collected. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Weeks,  and  by  the  books 
themselves,  that  stock  notes  were  in  some  instances  received  on 
instalments,  contrary  to  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  provision  of 
the  charter,  which  declares  **that  no  note  or  evidence  of  debt 
shall  be  discounted  or  received  by  the  directors  in  payment  of  any 
instalment  called  in  or  required  to  be  paid,  with  intent  of  provi- 
ding  the  means  of  furnishing  such  payment" 

By  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  April  23,  1883,  above  referred 
to  all  the  banks  were  allowed  the  privilege  of  a  refusal  to  redeem 
their  bills  for  sixty  days,  without  being  dissolved  for  such  refusal. 
That  act  having  been  repealed,  a  refusal  to  redeem  its  bills  on 
demand,  would  render  the  bank  liable  to  a  dissolution  of  the  char- 
ter. The  unjunction  under  which  this  bank  at  present  lies,  was 
for  such  denial. 

The  time  allowed  for  the  completion  of  ten  miles  of  the  rail- 
rood,  which  is  a  requirement  of  the  charter,  is  rapidly  ex{ririog, 
and  the  work  has  not  yet  been  commenced. 

Since  the  service  of  the  injunction,  the  president  declares,  that 
no  paper  has  been  discounted,  nor  any  bills  put  in  circulation. 
Some  collections  have  been  made,  but  no  redemption,  etcept  bv 
the  stockhoMers.  Several  hundred  dollars,  however,  of  the  biiw 
of  the  Bank  of  Western  New  York,  were  received  by  the  presi- 
dent, of  Mr.  Hubbard,  and  put  by  him  into  the  bank.  This  sum 
is  not  credited  on  the  books,  nor  on  discounted  paper,  and  jret, 
was  shown  to  the  Commissioners  as  a  part  of  the  assets  of  the 
bank.  This  fact  was  elicited  on  subsequent  inquiry,  and  the  ex- 
planation made,  as  set  forth  in  the  previous  part  of  this  report 
Since  the  injunction  likewise.  Mr.  Emerson  took  out  of  the  oank 
bills  to  the  amount  of  840,000,  in  sheets,  signed  by  C.  A.  Emer- 
son cashier,  and  A.  Weeks  president  These  bills,  however,  are 
not  charged,  nor  in  any  manner  entered  on  the  books  of  the  bank. 
How  far  this  is  a  violation  of  the  injunction,  is  for  the  Chancellor 
to  decide.  These  bills  were  intended  to  be  used,  (as  is  said  by 
the  president)  to  n^tiate  a  credit  in  Buffalo^  as  collateral  securi^, 
Mid  not  used  intil  the  injunction  was  removed,  and  the  bank  agam 
in  operation. 
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Gomieetecl  with  the  iotenddd  fmuro  operatiow  of  the  baok^  u 
the  causing  to  be  engraved,  by  Wm.  Vandervoort,  a  plate  of  bilif 
for  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  payable  at  Tonawaniki,  id  the 
state  of  New  York.  An  impressbn  of  these  bills  waa  shown  to 
the  Commissioners.  The  sheets,  Mr.  Weeks  thinks,  are  in  Buffiiio. 
They  hare  never  been  at  the  bank»  nor  has  lie  signed  any  bilb 
of  this  kind. 

How  far  it  is  competent  for  the  bank  to  iasne  bills  of  this  cha- 
racter  not  payable  at  its  counter,  is  at  least  very  doubtful. 

The  foregoing  statement  wili  enable  the  legislatare  to  deckle 
how  far  the  conduct  of  those  having  the  management  of  this  in* 
•titution  prevKHis  to  the  service  of  the  injunctkm,  is  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  its  charter ;  and  whether  the  proceedings 
of  its  officers  subsequent  th^rcto^  and  their  contemplated  anrange^^ 
ments  are  caksulated  to  inspire  and  to  justify  the  confidence  of 
the  public. 

All  of  which  is  respectfultv  submitted. 

K.  PRITCHETTE,  Bank  Ckm. 


(B.) 
iMerof  Credit  from  Wm.  Vandervoori  md  8t^^  Whke. 

Tonauxmda,  October  20, 1838. 
To  HsNRT  N.  Walksr,  Detroit : 

Sir— I  hereby  authorize  you  to  draw  on  me,  or  to  authorize 
others  to  make  drafts  on  me»  (yau  giving  me  advice  of  the  same^ 
for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  Uiousand  dollars,  which,  under 
your  iiirection,  shall  be  expended  to  redeem  the  circulation  of  the 
bills  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  in  the  state  of  Michigan,  said 
drafts  to  be  made  payable  at  the  city  bank  of  Buffalo,  at  90  dnys^ 
and  the  bills  of  the  said  Bank  of  Macfimb  county  to  be  held  by 
Mr.  Welles,  cashier  of  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank,  as  seciih 
ri^  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  agreement  between  us  in  reierenoe  to 
said  proposed  jredemption. 

Yourob'tserv't, 

WM»  VANDERVCX)RT- 


ToMmoonda,  October  SO,  18S8. 

To  Henrt  N.  Wauces,  Esq.,  Detroit : 

Dear  Sir— I  hereby  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  drafts  autho- 
riied  to  be  drawn  on  Wm.  Vaodervoort,Eaq*  under  the  authority 
here  given.  Yours,  &^ 

STEPHEN  WHITE. 
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«n 


(C.) 

lAst  of  StoMMerSf  Officers  and  Directors^ 

The  original  subscription  to  stock  not  to  be  found  in  the  baufc. 
iMi  of  Stockholders. 


C.  Clemens, 

100  shares 

Rael  Ambrose, 

16 

do 

A.  Weeks. 

46 

do 

James  Sweeney, 

100 

do 

Dodse  and  Kibbee, 
R.aCooie7, 

10 

do 

25 

do 

Ebenezer  Hale, 

5 

do 

, 

I.  J.  Grovier, 

5 

do 

Greorae  Lee, 

10 

do 

Wm.  CanfieM. 

10 

do 

Mrs.  Hawkins, 

10 

do 

Miss  Louisa  Clemeoib 

10 

do 

Richard  Butler, 

6 

do 

James  C  Allen, 

8 

do 

Wm.  Vandenroort,  of  Tooawada. 

N.  Y., 

671 

do 

(445  of  EL  JoneiL) 

Israel  T.  Hatch,  of  BuflSdo^ 

300 

do 

(of  Vandervoort) 

Lucius  Pratt,               do 

125 

do 

S.  F.  Pratt,                 do 

126 

do 

Stephen  White,  Boston, 

860 

do 

(of  Vandenroort) 

Daniel  F.  Webster,  Peru,  111., 

40 

do 

Caroline  Webster, 

1 

do 

Laura  Weeks, 

1 

do 

Marf  Stockton, 

1 

do 

John  Norton,  jr.. 

10 

do 

J.  H.  Ijflthrop, 

5 

do 

George  B.  Martin, 

20 

do 

C.  S.  Mather, 

8 

do 

2,015  riiares. 

2,000  shares  at  950  each. 

15  over,  not  transferred  to  the  prope 

T  account.    BiookM  trans- 

ferred  (o  E.  Jones. 

Fbrst  Directors  4md  Officers. 

C.  Clemens,  Enoch  Jones, 

It  O.  Cooley,  E,  Brooks, 

Wm.  Canfield,  D.  F.  Webster, 

a  S.  Mather,  A.  Weeks, 

I.  J,  Grovier. 
John  Stockton,  presideot,  C.  A.  Emenoo,  cashier. 
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Second  Direcion  and  Ojfioen. 

First  Monday  in  October,  1887. 

C.  ClemenSi  R.  O.  Codey, 

Wm.  Canfield,  Wm.  Vandervoort, 

A.  Weeks,  L.  H.  Pratt, 

L  J.  Grovier,  E.  Jones, 

K  Brooks. 
C.  Clemens,  president,  C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier. 

Third  Directors  and  Officers. 


A.  Weeks,  president, 


FehruaryS^  1889. 
C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier. 


Directors. 

John  Norton,  jr. 
J.  H.  Lathrop, 
C.  S.  Mather, 
Joseph  Hubbard, 
C.  A.  Emersen. 

Third  directors  are  the  present  ones,  elected  Oct,  1887,  and 
re-elected  at  the  annual  meeting  in  Oct  1888. 


A.  Weeks, 
Porter  Kibbee, 
Wm.  Vandervoort, 
Lucius  Pratt, 


(D.) 

Statement  of  C.  Clemens,  E.  Hatt,  L  J.  Grooier  and  WiOittm 

Canfield. 

I  To  the  Hon.  A.  Felch  and  K.  PprrcHEiTE,  Bank  Gommttsioit- 
ersof  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  undersigned,  citizens  of  the  village  of  Mt  Clemens,  Ma- 
comb county,  and  stockholders  in  the  Macomb  county  bank, 
having  been  informed  that  you  have  been  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature at  the  present  session,  to  investigate  the  oncems  of  said 
bank,  believing  that  a  full  and  complete  investigation  of  the  same 
is  required  by  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  resolution  providing  for 
your  appointment,  have  felt  it  their  interest  and  duty  they  owe  to 
the  public,  to  forward  you  the  following  statement,  the  truth  of 
which,  they  believe,  can  be  substantially  if  not  literally  verified. 

The  statement  herewith  submitted  has  relation  to  the  maoaM* 
ment  of  the  institution  by  Messrs.  Wm.  Vandervoort  and  Lucius 
H.  Pratt  of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  Aaron  Weeks,  of  Mount 
Clemens. 

The  said  Vandervoort,  Pratt  and  Weeks  obtained  the  controll* 
ing  interest  of  said  bank  by  false  pretences,  and  in  their  nuuMge- 
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oMQt  of  tha  «aiM  $fi^  wiih  duplicity  tp  th^  pabUc  w4  the  otkor 
difectars. 

They  gave  a  solemn  pledge  at  the  time  of  obtaioiog  th(9  CQn« 
tToHog  ixpueooe,  that  io  far  as  depended  upoo  themselves,  li^  in- 
stitution should  be  not  only  respectable  but  solvent-  This  tfau^y 
have  violated,  as  iho  institution  for  more  than  a  y^ar  pa4t  baf 
b^en  unsafe  and  the  biiU  below  par,  causing  a  grept  Iqss  U>  tbu^ 
bill  holders, 

They  plsdged  themselves  that  the  Michigan  direclQri  wb^ 
sigQOd  the  bond  as  collateral  security  for  the  r^deipptiop  of  all 
tt£  issues  of  said  bank,  until  (en  miles  pf  the  Macomb  and  Sagi? 
naw  railroad  should  be  completed*  or  th^  bond  cancelled,  shoSd 
be  and  remain  permanent  directors* 

This  pledge  they  hav^  forfeited,  and  within  a  abort  tio^  aA^ 
the  institution  went  into  operation,  hiiving  the  power^chfiqi^  (b^ 
directors,  and  left  those  who  were  pn  the  bond  at  tb^  mo^f  oS 
those  who  resided  without  the  limits  of  the  state. 

YandQrvoort  and  Pratt,  a^  stockholders,  took  ten  thousand  doI*> 
lam  each.  Tboy  also  took,  as  tbev  said,  for  oxcbai^ge,  tweoty 
thousand  dollars,  as  tbey  gave  the  public  to  anderstapd  fifter  tbey 
left,  for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  lund  in  the  Cpnunercial  bank  of 
BuSalo^  in  favor  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county.  No  such  fund 
wa^  ever  created  in  the  Commercial  bank  of  ^uff^lo  in  favor  of 
this  institution^  The  forty  thousand  were  taken  from  the  in^titu^ 
sion  with  the  knowledge  of  the  said  W^eks  and  Emerson,  the 
oashier^  ajkI  without  the  knowledge  pr  consent  of  a  majority  pf  tbo 
directors,  particularly  the  undersigned.  The  arrangoip^nts  for 
tbo  ian)o  were  made  and  the  money  taken  from  tb$  instituUno 
upon  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  said  Vandervoort  and  Pratt,  aftor  V^ 
Jmg  the  money,  left  ibe  ix>unty  on  tlie  Sabbath,  and  a  knowle^ 
of  tbe  transactjon  for  a  lopg  time  was  kept  from  a  ip^syonty  of  w^ 
dir^tors. 

The  original  subscription  book  of  the  capital  stocfc  was  by  itb^ 
destroyed,  as  we  are  informed,  and  do  believe,  without  the  know- 
ledge or  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  directors,  as  will  appear  by 
an  examination  of  the  pnesent  stock  book. 

Thai  part  of  Ihe  charter  whic*Ji  provided  that  no  note  or  other 
evidence  of  debt  should  be  received  in  payment  of  any  instalment 
due  or  to  be  paid  in  on  the  capital  stock,  has  been  violated. 

They  have  made  use  of  deceptive  means  for  the  removal  of 
officers  of  the  bank,  who  could  not  be  made  subservient  to  their 
own  purposes. 

There  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the  injunction  under 
which  the  bank  has  remained  for  a  long  time,  had  its  affiiirs  been 
managed  with  good  faith  and  upright  intentions  by  the  said  Van- 
dervoort, Pratt  and  Weeks. 

They  have  permitted  the  injunction  to  remain  on  the  bank  long- 
Gl 
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er  than  neeessity  or  justice  to  the  public  required,  and  long  af 
ter  payment  of  the  specie,  for  the  refusal  of  which  payment  the 
injunction  was  granted. 

Before  and  after  obtaining  the  controlling  interest  in  the  institu- 
tion, they  represented  to  the  other  stockholders  and  the  public, 
that  the  institution  would  be  enabled  to  draw  upon  eastern  banks 
for  any  amount  necessary  to  meet  any  contingencies,  when,  in 
fact,  it  could  not  draw  for  one  dollar  even  in  BuiSTalo,  until  it  made 
its  own  deposite,  which  was  done  to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 

The  funds  of  the  bank  have  in  some  instances,  been  mysteri- 
ously used  or  carelessly  lost,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  direc- 
tbrs. 

The  directors  first  appointed  and  who  were  removed  bylthem, 
have  made  use  of  every  means  within  their  power  to  sustain  the 
institution,  by  calling  for  additional  instalments,  and  by  using  all 
legal  measures  for  the  commencement  of  the  railroad,  they  were 
bound  by  the  charter  to  construct,  in  giving  lawful  notice  to  the 
Commissioners  for  its  location.  In  all  of  these  exertions  for  said 
purposes,  they  were  defeated  by  their  sudden  removal  from  office 
by  the  said  Pratt,  Vandervoort  and  Weeks,  representing  them- 
selves and  the  eastern  stockholders. 

The  undersigned  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  forty  thousand 
dollars  in  bills,  taken  as  above  stated,  by  said  Pratt  and  Vander- 
voort to  Buf&lo,  were  by  them  put  into  circulation  for  their  pri- 
vate purposes,  and  for  the  return  or  payment  of  which  the  insti- 
tution has  no  security,  and  no  evidence  of  the  amount,  except  their 
individual  notes  and  receipts.  Individuals  having  deposites  in  the 
institution  at  the  time  of  the  service  of  the  injunction,  have  been 
and  are  still  unable  to  command  them.  And  the  undersigned 
have  f^arson  to  believe  the  injunction  was  permitted  to  remain  un- 
dissolved for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  said  Pratt  and  Vander- 
voort and  Weeks  and  their  agents,  to  buy  up  the  bills  of  the  insti- 
tution at  a  discount,  and  to  a  heavy  loss  to  the  billholders. 

C.  CLEMENS, 
E.  HALL, 
I.  J.  GROVIER. 
WM,  CANFIELD. 
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Affiiiwit  i^  LJ.  Grwkr. 

Wayne  Countyf  ss. 

Isaac  J.  Grovier,  beiDg  duly  sworn,  does  depose  and  say,  that 
the  statement  above  subscribed  by  him,  so  far  as  the  facts  therein 
set  forth  are  within  his  own  knowledge,  are  true,  and  those  not 
within  his  knowledge,  has  good  reason  toi  and  does  believe  are 
true. 

I.  J.  GROVIER, 
Sworn  before  me  this  12th  March^  1830. 

O.  HAWKINS. 
Chairman  9f  CcmmitUe  en  Inoorporatums* 


MBmorandmm  fivm  Siock  Book* 

C.  Clemens,  original  8ut>scriber,  100  shares. 

Rue!  Ambrose,  do.  10.  Assigned  by  H.  H.  Farley  &  Co,  ori- 
ginal subscribers,  5. 

Aaron  Weeks,  45.  Bought  of  Jas.  Brown,  original  subicri* 
ber,  100 ;  S,  F,  Atwood,  do.  5  ;  A.  Whitney,  Jr.  do.  10 ;  R. 
Stewart,  do.  40—155. 

James  Sweeney,  100.    Bought  of  A.  Weeks,  100. 

S.  F.  Atwood,  original  subscriber,  5.    Sold  to  A.  Weeki. 

C.  CFIynn,  10.  Bought  of  A.  Weeks  and  sold  to  C.  A.  Em- 
arson,  10. 

C.  A.  Emerson,  10.  Bought  of  O'Flynn  and  sold  to  Dodge  Sc 
Kibbee,  10. 

Dodge  &  Kibbee.  10.    Bought  of  C.  A.  Emerson. 

C.  S.  Mather,  original  subscriber,  3. 

Rodney  O.  Cooley,  do.  25. 

De  Garmo  Jones,  do.  100.  Sold  the  same  to  Lewis  Godard, 
Feb.  8, 1887.  ' 

Lewis  Godard,  100.  Bought  of  De  Grarmo  Jones,  100 ;  ^Id 
same  to  E.  Jones,  Oct.  3,  18^7. 

Enoch  Jones,  original  subscriber,  255, 200-^—455.  And  bought 
of  Lewis  Godard,  100;  and  of  E.  Brooks,  100.  April  11,  1838, 
E.  Jones  sold  to  Wm.  Vandervoort,  455. 

Edward  Brooks,  original  subscriber,  100.  Sold  same  to  E. 
Jones,  Oct  3, 38, 100. 

Ebenezer  Hall,  original  subscriber,  5. 

Isaac  J.  Grovier,  do.  5. 

George  B.  Martin,  20.  Bought  of  A.  B.  Rawh,  10 ;  J.  Baek- 
man,  10. 

A.  B.  Rawls,  original  subscriber,  10.  Sold  toGeoi^  B.  Mar- 
tin, 10. 
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Jacob  Beektnan,  origiMil  sdbserib&is  10«    Sold  to  George  B. 
Martin,  10. 

E.  6.  Pratt,  original  subscriber,  2.    Sold  to  Wm.  Vander- 
^dOlt.2. 

6e6rge  Lee,  Jr.  Original  subsciiber,  10. 

Wm.  Canfield,  ori^nal  subscriber,  10. 

Mrs.  E.  R.  Hawkind,  do.  10. 

Misi  Lh  Clemens,  do.  10. 

Daniel  Chandler,  do.  4.    Sold  to  R.  Butler,  4. 

Richard  Butler,  5.    Bought  of  Jas.  WilUttma,  1,  tttid  D.  Clmbd- 
ler,4. 

Jameit  WiTIiams,  original  subscriber,  I.    Sold  to  R.  But- 
tler,  1. 

Aaron  Whitney,  Jr.  original  subscriber,  10.    Sold  to  A.Weeks, 
10. 

H.  H.  Fariey  A»  Co.|  or^iiwl  aubMribem  6^    Sold  to  R.  An- 
draws,  5. 

Wm«  Roy,  original  subscriber,  3.    Sold  to  Jas.  C.  Allen.  3. 

James  C.  Allen,  3.    Bought  of  Wm.  Roy.  3. 

Wtn^  Vand^rvoort,  717.    Bought  ot  J,  T.  fialoh,  717. 

Wflik  Vandervoort,  original  subscriber  for  300% 

Wm.  Vandervoort,  2.     Bought  of  E.  G.  Pratt,  2. 

Wm*  Vandervoort,  455.    Bought  of  E.  Jones,  455. 

Wna.  Vandervoort  sold  to  Stedlien  White,  360. 
do  J.  T.  Hatch.  300. 

do  Daniel  F.  Webster,  40. 

do  Caroline  Webster,  L 

do  Laura  Weeks,  1. 

do  Mary  Stockton,  1. 

do  John  Norton,  Jr,  Feb.  13, 1638, 10. 

do  J.  H.  Lathrop,  5. . 

•  Israel  F.  Hatch,  original  subscriber,  717.    Bought  ot    Wm. 
Vandervoort,  300.     Israel  F.  Hatch  sold  to  do.  717. 

L.  H.  Pratt,  original  subscriber,  250.    Sold  to  S.  F.  Pratt,  1&5. 

S.  F.  Pratt  bought  of  L.  H.  Pratt,  125. 

Slepheo  White    do    Wm.  Vandervoort,  360. 

Dftniel  F.  Webster,  do  do  40. 

Caroline  Webster,    do  do  1. 

Laura  Weeka^         do  do  1. 

Mary  Stockton,        do  do  1. 

James  Brown,  original  subscriber,  100.    Sold  to  A.  Weeks, 
100. 
. ,  IBL  Stuart  original  subscriber,  40.    Sold  to  A.  Week^  40. 

John  Norton,  Jr.  Feb.  12,  1838,  bought  of  William  Vander- 
•voirt,  )0. 

J.  H.  Lathrop,  bought  of  do.  5. 
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IsiUrfrom  C.  A*  Emerton,  Cashier^  toith  a  statement  of  the  emi' 
dition  of  the  Jdacomb  County  Bank. 

Bank  of  Macomb  Covifnr> ) 
Mount  Clemens,  23d  Feb.,  1839.      ) 

ToHisExcOency 

Stsvbns  T.  Masou, 

6ov»  State  of  iBchigan. 
Dbab  Sim:  During  my  absence  from  home  I  oadeniood  Ihat 
the  legislature  desire  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  this  instilu- 
tion,  And  that  the  Bank  CommissioAers  were  directed  to  make  an 
examination,  t  have  not  been  able  to  see  the  report  made  to  the 
legislature  bv  tbem»  but  I  am  conscious  that  their  report  will  mis* 
Imd  the  fumic  as  to  the  true  situation  of  our  bank.  A  portion  of 
ths  slock  has  been  recently  paid  in  by  the  stockholders,  and  the 
circulation  much  reduced.  Specie  and  other  funds  have  beea 
placed  in  the  rauks  of  the  bank  to  a  greater  amount  than  the 
whole  of  their  liabilities  to  the  public  We  have  also  made  a 
movement  to  have  the  injunction  now  upon  the  bank  dissolved,  so 
that  those  holding  the  bills  of  the  bank  can  receive  their  pay  for 
the  same,  if  they  desire.  It  is  to  correct  the  public  in  this  re- 
spect that  I  transmit  the  actual  state  of  the  bank,  and  request  that 
you  wiH  lay  the  same  before  the  legnlature. 

I  am,  dear  sir. 

Your  «b't  and  humble  serVt, 

C.  A.  EMERSON,  Cashier. 


Macoms  GotnnfT  Bauk,  ) 
Mount  Clemens,  S9d  Fe&,  1888.      \ 

SMuMtA  of  the  affairs  of  this  Bank,  23d  February,  1839. 

Loans  and  discounts,  #98,619  10 

Due  from  sundry  persons,  1,261  45 

Real  estate,  2,850  00 

Expenses,  3,503  75 

Bank  furniture,  1,808  30 

On  etchaogov  d>390  00 

Due  from  banks,  3,704  1% 

Agency  in  Bufialo,  29,800  50 

B^s  of  other  banks,  3,690  00 

tSperfe,  1B.962  17 
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Capital  paid  in,  $105^20  00 

Circulation,  81,585  00 

Discounts  received  and  profit  and  loss,  6,137  01 

Deposites,  2,020  09 

Due  banks*  476  71 

Jno.Ward<kCo.  «  25 


Statb  of  MicmoAN,  ^ 


#145,650  06 


CcuiUy  of  Macomb, ) 
I,  C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Macomb  county,  be-* 
ing  duly  sworn,  do  depose  and  say,  that  the  foregoing  statement 
is  true,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledire  and  belief. 

C.  A.  EMERSON, 
CaMer» 
Subscribed  and  sworn,  this  the  2dd  day  of  February,  1899,  be- 
fore me, 

Y.  R.  BOURNE, 
Notary  PiMk. 


letter  to  the  Bank  Commisnoner  from  the  Qovemor. 

ExBcimTB  Dbpakticbiit,  ) 
February  26,  1839.      \ 

Dbar  Sir  :  I  enclose  you  herewith  a  letter  from  the  cashier  of 
the  Bank  of  Macomb  county i  accompanying  which  is  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  bank  on  the  28d  February  insti  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  call  yourattentioo. 
I  am,  sir, 

Yours,  &c. 
S.  T.  MASON. 

Bank  Commisnoner. 


.  Letter  from  the  Bank  Commissioner. 

Detroit  FOruary  27, 1839. 
7b  His  Excellency 

Stevens  T.  Mason: 

Sn :  In  reply  to  your  communication  calling  my  attention  to 
a  letter  addressed  to  you  by  C.  A.  Emerson,  cashier  of  the  Ma« 
oomb  county  banki  covering  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  that 
institution,  and  expressing  a  consciousness  that  the  report  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SENATE  DOCUMENTS.  4§7 

Bank  CommissioDdra  will  midead  the  public  as  to  the  t  ue  situa- 
tion of  the  bankt  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  on  the  examination 
of  the  bank  there  was  no  person  present  to  explain  its  affairs  but 
the  President,  A.  Weeks.  His  ability  to  make  the  proper  expla« 
nations  of  the  transactions  of  the  bank,  he  stated  was  limited,  and 
expressed  a  strong  desire  that  the  report  should,  if  possible,  be  de- 
layed until  the  return  ci  C.  A.  Emerson,  the  cashier.  He  pro- 
mised that  Mr.  Emerson  and  himself  would  watt  upon  the  Com- 
Bsissioners,  in  Detroit,  and  explain  the  former  transactions  of  the 
bank,  and  the  arrangements  then  in  process  of  completion  by  the 
cashier  to  reinstate  its  affairs.  The  former  president  and  one  ik 
the  directors,  likewise  promised  to  furnish  some  information, 
which  they  have  since  done. 

With  a  view  to  a  full  and  impartial  report,  its  completion  has 
been  delayed.  From  the  course,  however,  which  has  been  taken 
by  the  cashier,  it  would  appear  that  he  is  not  disposed  to  redeem 
the  pledge  given  bv  the  president.  The  report,  therefore,  will  be 
prepared  without  further  delay  from  the  materials  in  my  posses- 
sion, and  transmitted  to  the  legislature. 
With  great  respect, 

Your  ob*t  servant, 

K,  PRITCHETTB, 
Bonk  Vom* 


(No.  27.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs^  on  the 
joint  resolution  relative  to  the  Basement  Rooms  of 
the  Capitol. 

The  committee  on  state  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  house  of  representatives,  entitled  <*  joint  reso> 
lution  relative  to  the  basement  rooms  of  the  capitol,  respectfully 
report : 

That  anterior  to  the  eeneral  conflagration  of  the  old  town  of 
Detroit,  io  the  summer  of  eighteen  hundred  and  five,  by  which 
ever^  dwelling-house  therein  was  totally  destroyed,  there  existed 
withm  the  limits  of  said  town,  belonging  to  the  county  of  Wayne, 
a  convenient  county  court-house  and  a  sufficient  jail,  both  of 
which,  with  idl  other  public  and  private  buildings  in  said  town, 
were  utterly  consumed. 

That  at  the  period  alluded  to,  a  very  great  portion  of  the 
whole  population  of  the  county  of  Wayne  consisted  of  the  resi- 
dent citisens  of  Detroit  These,  by  this  afflictive  event,  were  rea* 
dered  not  merely  nicapable  of  rebuilding  their  court-house  and 
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juit  for  the  time  beiBf»  they  couU  not  «¥ra  find  fbelter  wr 
adoquAt^  substaooe  for  tbeir  own  ftmOiet.  Tke  dMtruetioii  qf 
private  property  wm  imiDeoie.  The  aficumDlatioiMi  qt  yeen  of 
active  iiidu«ti'y*--of  regulated  eooDomy,  and  of  bold  adveoluivb 
were  swept  away  in  a  few  boun  ;  and  from  afluenee  and  oonnpe^ 
teacy,  they  were  suddenly  reduced  to  a  poverty  and  distreaiialnioil 
hopeless.  In  consideratioo  of  their  helpless  conditioD,  and  in 
oommisseration  of  thsir  sufieriiigi^  the  coogresf  of  the  Uniied 
States,  with  that  wise  and  paternal  sympaUiy  end  beoefieeao^ 
which  the  general  government  has  so  <^en  had  ooeasicn  to  a vinai^ 
towards  those  especially  who  have  been  dependent  upon  jt  for 
protection,  on  the  twenty-first  of  April,  passed  an  act  for  die 
relief  of  the  sufferers,  (volume  4,  page  59,  Laws  of  the  Unitad 
States,)  in  and  by  the  provisions  of  which  certain  ten  tboosend 
acies  of  land  were  directed  to  be  sold,  and  the  avails  thereof  after 
certain  specified  deductions,  were  directed  to  be  applied  to  the 
construction  of  a  court-house  and  jail  in  the  town  of  Detroit 

A  variety  of  circumstances  concurred  to  prevent  the  imaiedi^ 
ate  sale  of  said  lands,  and  the  application  of  its  avails  to  the 
purposes  intended  ;  but  at  length,  those  purposes  were  attained, 
and  out  of  the  avails  of  the  sale  of  said  lands,  the  building  in 
which  the  legislature  of  Michigan  now  holds  its  sessions  was 
constructed.  It  constitutes  the  court-house  of  the  county  of 
Wayne,  built  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  congress  alluded  to,  and  the  construction  thereof 
was  paid  for  by  an  application  of  the  funds,  by  congress  directed 
to  be  raised  for  that  object,  by  said  act. 

The  house,  then,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  appertains 
(o  the  county  of  Wayne ;  and,  if  from  courtesy,  from  a  sense  ef 
the  benefit  accruing  to  the  county  by  contiotung  at  the  citv  of 
Detroit  the  seat  of  government  of  the  state,  the  local  authorities 
of  Wayne  have  hitherto  cheerfully  relinquished,  for  the  use  of 
the  legislature*  the  occupancy  of  so  much  of  the  boiUiag  as  is 
necessary  (or  its  comfortable  aocommodationt  and  for  taat  ef 
some  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  government ;  it  does  net  oe* 
cessaiily  follow,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  that  these  offi* 
cers  oi4^t  to  be  excluded  from  the  possession  of  socb  putB  of 
Ifae  premises,  as  are  not  necessary  for  the  aeciomflnodaliQnof  the 
legislature,  and  of  those  officers  of  the  state  who  eeoofiy  a(MM* 
meats  thereini  or  for  the  secttiity  and  safe  keeping  of  toe  pnUie 
archives  there  deposited. 

Your  committee  further  present  to  the  Senate.  Ibat  the  w^heie 
of  the  basement  story  of  the  building  has  iiesetofoiie  rsmasMil 
vacant ;  that  there  is  no  necessary  interior  commwiaslioft  from 
it  to  the  rooms  occupiod  by  the  legtslature  and  state  oficerst  end 
that  its  cavefol  oecupancy  by  the  county  of  Wayne  for  the  ae* 
dNPOMMkdioo  of  its  officers  and  the  security  of  the  arcbiuM  of 
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"die  coonty,  #oiiId  in  no  wise  tend  to  the  indoovenieDce  of  the 
l^lfislature,  nor  to  the  insecurity  of  the  property  of  the  state. 
Nevertheless,  as  such  occupancy  by  the  county  of  Wayne,  may 
reader  ft  necessary,  or  at  least  expedient,  that  there  be  a'ne^^  con- 
traot  of  insurance)  or  nn  alteration  by  the  consent  of  both  parties, 
made  in  the  terms  of  the  existing  policy,  and  as  by  posjibility  tlie 
underwriters  may  consider  the  risk  of  loss  may  be  more  or  less 
increased  by  the  admission  of  other  tenants,  your  committee  are 
of  the  opinion,  that  in  the  event  of  such  occupancy  by  the  county 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  it  would  be  both  just  and  reasonable, 
that  all  additional  expense  resulting  therefrom,  either  by  the  in- 
crease of  premium  or  the  taking  out  of  a  new  policy  of  insur- 
ance, ought  to  be  borne  by  the  said  county  of  Wayne. 
•  In  tcoordance  with  iheae  views,  therefore,  your  commiittae  re- 
spectfully report  back  to  th^  Senate  the  joint  resolution  referred 
to  them,  without  amendment,  and  recommend  its  adoption,  as  a 
substitute  for  theor^nal  resolution. 


Eemjhuionfrcm  the  House  of  Representatives^  rdatioe  to  Ae  base- 
tneni  rooms  ^the  Capitd, 

Resolved  by  the  SemOe  and  House  of  Representatives  of  iks 
State  of  Michigan^  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  and  be  » 
hereby  authori^  to  lease  to  the  county  eommisaioners  of  the 
oounty  of  Waynef  for  the  use  of  the  county  officers  of  saidcoui^ 
ty»  so  many  of  the  basement  rooms  of  the  capitol  as  shall  bo 
necessary  for  their  use,  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding  two 
years  from  the  first  day  4;f  January*  A.  D«  eighteen  handrM  and 
tbirty-nioe,and  upon  such  terras  as  he  shall  deem  proper. 


Jamtided  reeobakn  rstebe  ft>  the  basement  rooms  of  the  Chu 

pitoL 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
State  of  Michigan,  That  the  rooms  in  the  basement  story  of  the 
capitol,  be  placed  by  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  subject  to  the  order 
and  disposition  of  the  county  comnr-issioners  of  Wayne  countyi 
to  be  by  said  commissioners  applied  and  occupied  as  offices  for 
county  officers,  and  as  a  place  of  deposite  for  the  archives  of  said 
count}^  :  Provided,  and  upon  condition  that  said  county  commis- 
sioners, do,  without  any  expense  to  the  state,  either  cause  to  be 
obtained  a  further  policy  of  insurance  upon  said  building,  by  rea- 
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ion  of  the  laoreaMd  risk,  if  thera  b%  mqt,  ot  ebo^frae  df  all  ax- 
.peagc  to  the  state,  that  ihey  obtaia  the  consent  of  the  underwii- 
terSf  partiea  to  the  existing  coatract  of  insurance  in  behalf  of  the 
state  to  such  occupancy,  which  consent  shall  be  evidenced  by 
renewing  suefa  contract  of  insurance  or  by  varying  the  terms  of 
the  existing  cgotract,  by  some  appropriate  instranieat  or  iostru- 
oients  in  writing,  to  be  approved  of  b^  the  Secretary  of  State  af 
this  state,  or  by  the  Governor  Iherpot 


(No.  sa) 

Report  id  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  on  tbe  fin^i- 
Mtion  ^  tbe  sale  and  m^e  of  intoxicating  drinkft. 

The  committee  on  state  affiiirs>  to  whom  were  referred  Boncirjr 
petitions,  signed  by  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifly-foar  citi- 
zens of  this  state,  residents  in  Washtenaw,  Calhoun,  Oakland  and 
elsewhere^  praying  for  the  reasons  in  said  petitions  set  forth,  that 
tbe  sale  of  intoiicating  liquors  may  be  prohibited  by  p^^l  eoaol- 
ments,  &c.,  have,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Senate,  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  feel  constrained  to  say,  that  in  their 
opinion,  it  is  not  «9cpedient,  at  this  time,  to  grant  the  |yray«r  of 
ihe  petitionersw 

Before  stating  the  i^asotus  ^idi  have  led  to  the  opinion  it^ 
nmted,  ift  may  fiot  be  improper  for  your  committee  to  ptemise 
^at  they  are'not  insensible  <tf  the  evifs  which  result  to  the  eouih 
try  from  the  too  common  and  improvident  use  of  inebriatim 
tlHnks.  Those  evils  at^,  perhaps,  es  imposing,  as  pervading  aira 
disastrous,  as  they  are  represemed  to  be  t>y  the  memoriatfst& 
The  picture  of  them  which  is  presented,  is,  perhaps,  neither  di»* 
colored  nor  overchar^d.  Endowed  with  reason  to  discriminate 
between  good  and  evil,  with  freedom  of  will  to  choose,  and  with 
a  conadeiioe  ^  guide  him  in  oboice,  what  apology,  indeed^  mubb 
offered  for  that  man,  who,  by  an  habitual  course  of  intoxication, 
is  seen  to  cast  from  him  all  these  ennobling  faculties  ;  all,  indeed, 
that  ^ives  worth  and  dignity  to  the  human  character.  Placed  by 
the  beneficent  Creator  of  the  universe  in  a  scale  of  being  only 
lower  than  the  dDgels  of  heaven,  what  apology  can  be  found  for 
him  who  wit!  habitually  degrade  himself  from  his  high  estate, 
and  recklessly  descend  to  that  of  a  mere  brute  T  And  then,  what 
fancy  can  adequately  depict  the  moral  contamination-^the  unut- 
terable distress,  and  the  long  list  of  consecutive  evils,  poisonine 
the  very  life  blood  ol  society,  which  How  so  copiously  from  such 
a  source  T 

But  for  evils  such  as  these,  evils  which  all  must  deprecate,  can 
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muh  and  anfldequate  maiec^  hefomdV  OooMirhieh shall ocMh 
flisl  weU  witk  the  soirit  of  imr  government*  n  a  sioipb  act  of 
kgiahitiofi  ?  .  If  so*  tneo  the  duty  of  this  legislaturo  is*  clear  aad 
jDefomptorj.  And  it  ispredsely  at  this  point  of  tlietr  iovestiga- 
tioftt  that  your  oommrttee  have  felt  themselves  called  upon  to 
fiause,  while  tkty  sbsuki  eodesvor  to  take  a  dispassionate  view 
of  tltt.  safety  as  well,  as  the  eiBi»<v  «f  soch  no  eaereise  of  l^gia- 
hnive  power  as.  would  be  adequate  to  the  purpose.  It  will  rsquiiv 
aa^Rirt  on  the  part  of  v«nr  comsEkatee  to  eatabiisk  the  profKwi- 
tion,  that  any  act  of  k^iatioo>  whick  should  not  be  fully  a(fequate 
to  its  purpose,  would  be  unwise;  itraqpiires  ootic  tooonvinoetbe 
Senate,  that  a,  lawf  not  oapdble  of  successful  ezeentioa^  beings 
reproach  aad  coDlumely  upon  tiie  law^makinp  power  itself* 

Regajndmg  then  the.profaabb  effiescy  of  any  intended  aetef 
legMation  with  reference  to  the  object*  it  is  appropriate  to  semaric^ 
tnt  to  evacMcate  the  evil  coenpUined  of^  such  an  eoactnaenl  mtttt 
be  severe^;  it  must  be  attended  by  heavy  penalties,  belli  pecuoiaiiy 
and  oorporeal ;  it  must  be  adnuistered  by  men  q£  the  most  un« 
yialdiog  firmness*  and  executed  by  officers  quite  beyond  the  rasfih 
of  iMidefital  and  adverse  inflvenees  stem  and  untiring.  Aa  th^ 
cml  pervades  the  private  lelations  of  life^  aa  well  as  the  social 
eirclev  oq»  to  eflect  its  purpose^  the  law  must  fellow  it  there*  and 
the  sanctity  of  the  firesider  nMist  be  invaded  by  those  instriunenta 
of  tyranny*  domicttiary  visits.  Nor  will  sanctions  less  authorita-> 
ttve  than  these*  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  by  the  mens 
force  of  legislative  enactments*  supplant  Ibe  evil. 

Bttt*  is  the  eondilion  of  society  in  Michigan  siieh  as  to  warrant 
tha  anaotoeot  of  a  law  with  features  m  harsh  t  Aie^eur  feUovr 
eitisens  preparadf  to  sustain  a  law,  oharaoteriflBsd  by  ailtribalea  of 
power  so  repogaant,  and  to  be.  executed  in  a  manner  ad  ofiensive! 
to  tfasir  sense  of  ctvil  Wbesty  ?  Grossly  indeed,  have  }  our  com- 
mittee misjudged  the  whole  matter,  or  such  a  law  would  seomin. 
unsanctioned,  unexecuted — a  dead  letter  upon  your  statute  book. 
If*  from  the  exposures  incident  to  the  settlement  of  a  new  coun- 
lrvv*-*iff  from  the  hi|^  northern  latitude^  or  the  humid  atmosphere 
of  the  country  we  inhabit*  a  portion  of  Hs  people  should  have 
aoquir^  the  habit  of  using  too  copiously*  or  too  frequently*  ine«* 
brialing  drinks*  of  which,  perhaps*  there  is  too  tittle  reason  lo 
doubt*  it  does  aot  seem,  necessarily*  to  follow*  that  the  exercise  of 
the  legislative  power  invoked  would  constitute  either  an  appr<»* 
piisle  ot  aa  adequale  means;  hy*  whieh  to  efiect  a  change  in  that 
regard^  of  habits  so  unfortusately  acquired^ 

«*Tbe  laws,  (says  a  writer  of  bifdi  reputation,)  are  the  parting- 
lav  and  precise  kMtituiiona  of  a  legislature ;  but  uianners  and  cus- 
toms are  the  iostttutiofis  of  a  nation.  From  hence  it  follows,  that 
when  these  mannars  aad  customs  are  to  be  changed,  k  ought  not 
to  be  done  by  laws ;  this  would  have  too  much  the  air  of  tyran- 
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ay^it  would  be  better  lo  cimnge  them  by  iotrodudng  other 
manners  and  other  customs."  A  ceitain  adaptation  iode^,  must 
exist  between  the  laws  of  any  people  and  its  manners— that  is» 
between  its  laws  and  its  habits  and  modes  of  thinking  and  acting 
in  the  various  domestic,  social  and  political  relations  of  life ;  and 
if,  in  some  small  degree*  its  hiws  may  be  made  subservient  to  the 
salutary  purpose  of  restraining  or  correcting  the  bmeful  excesses 
of  its  manners,  so  on  the  other  hand,  those  manners  will  reacti 
with  a  far  more  powerful  control,  upon  its  positive  and  l^al  insti- 
tutions. In  the  most  arbitrary  governments,  even  wfere  the 
property  and  the  life  of  the  miserable  subject  may  be  dependent 
upon  the  ungoverned  caprice  of  the  reigning  despot,  he  will  sel- 
dom dare  a  sudden  subversion  of  the  general  customs  of  hh 
people.  What  odious  excesses  of  fury,  for  example,  what  inhu- 
man acts  of  tyranny,  where  daily  and  habitually  committed  by 
the  czars  of  Kussia  7  Whose  Kfe  or  liberty,  among  tiieir  wide 
spread  subjects,  was  for  a  moment  safe  ?  And  yet  the  body  of 
the  people,  with  such  ^enes  continually  transactii^  before  tbeosy 
remained  unmoved  and  quiescent.  But  when  in  a  moment  of 
puerile  caprice,  one  of  its  most  powerful  monarchs  descended  io 
the  regulation  of  the  costume?  of  his  servile  people — when,  by  an 
imperial  ukase,  be  sought  to  determine  the  length  of  the  beard 
they  might  be  permitted  to  wear,  the  whole  empire  was  cnovi]^ 
ed !  The  throne  itself,  though  placed  apparently  upon  a  rock, 
was  shaken  to  its  centre.  The  offence  was  expialod  only  by  the 
life  of  the  powerful  autocrat. 

If  the  illustration  be  deemed  a  strong  one,  there  are  not  want- 
ing multitudes  of  others  in  the  history  of  every  nation,  which  go 
clearly  to  demonstrate  ti  e  important  feet,  that  the  general  man* 
ners  and  habits  of  a  people  are  more  powerful  tmui  its  laws ; 
that  they  fonn  the  substratum  upon  which  its  system  of  laws  is, 
and  must  be  built. 

•    •    •    «    "Ooid  l4|ettlMnoHbQ0, 
Vbdcb  proflctontr* 

If,  in  governments  purely  despotic,  the  manners  and  oustooDS 
of  the  people  are  of  so  transcendent  power,  what  may  be  said  of 
their  far  more  powerful  influence  in  governments  founded  akme 
on  public  opinion  ? — ^in  governments  where  the  only  san^on  of 
the  law  is  in  public  opinion ;  where  the  judge,  and  the  public 
officer  of  every  grade,  is  sustained  in  his  auth<M-ity,  almost  alone 
by  public  opinion ; — ^in  governments  where,  amoi^  all  the  influ- 
ences that  regulate  the  operations  of  society,  that  same  public 
opinion  can  alone  claim  an  equality  and  community  of  power 
with  the  established  manners  and  customs  of  the  nation,  and  which 
alone,  while  it  is  itself  reacted  upon,  may  nevertheless  claim 
some  power  to  remodel  and  change  them !    But  abating  much 
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from  the  force  to  which  these  considerations  may  be  entitled,  ad- 
mitting even  that  there  is  a  self-sustaining  power  in  the  law, 
ackquate  to  the  high  purpose  of  subverting,  by  slow  defrrees, 
even  the  established  manners  and  customs  of  a  people,  it  remains 
to  consider,  how  far  laws  of  this  character  consist  well  with  the 
spirit  df  the  constitution  and  the  fundamentel  institutions  of  our 
country  ? 

A  most  eminent  and  philosophical  statesman,  in  speaking  of  the 
great  and  absorbing  commercial  interests  of  Great  Britain,  re- 
marks, that  every  regulation  of  trade  is,  in  itself,  a  restriction  of 
a  previously  ei[isting  and  natural  right ;  and  thence  deduces  the 
maxim  that  none  should  be  establish^  but  snch  as  some  extraor- 
dinary and  preponderating  motive  may  render  indispensable.  If 
this  proposition  be  sound,  (and  of  that  not  a  doubt  probably  will 
exist)  how  much  more  emphatically  docs  it  apply  to  those  laws 
which  enter  into  tho  individual  concerns  and  domestic  economy  of 
the  citizen  7  No  prudent  legislator  would  consent  to  pass  laws  of 
this  description,  how  much  soever  the  exigency  may  seem  to  re- 
commend them,  unless  they  can  be  made  fully  eflfectiial  to  subserve 
the  purposes  intendt^d  by  them.  But  to  subserve  such  purposes, 
they  must  necessarily  contain  much  detail,  and  provide  severe 
penalties.  They  must  go  Ibrth  fully  armed.  Now  woold  laws 
•0  restrictive  of  natural  ri^t,  harmonize  with  the  free  institutions 
of  our  country  ?  Must  the  length  of  our  coats,  the  fashion  of  uur 
whiskers,  the*  temper  of  our  drinks*  and  the  quality  of  our  food» 
be  indeed  prescribed  for  us  ;  (for,  if  the  legislature  may  dictate  in 
respect  to  the  one,  so  may  they  as  regards  the  other,)  and,  as  the 
appropriate,  and  perhaps  necessary  accompaniments  of  such 
laws,  are  our  individual  affairs  to  be  inquired  into,  and  our  do- 
mestic circles  invaded  by  appointed  officers  of  police  ?  That 
honest  pride  of  personal  independence  which  so  eminently  and 
happily  characterizes  the  American  citizen,  would  surely  remon- 
strate against  such  efforts  of  power.  And  the  genius  of  a  well 
regulated  liberty,  unless  stimulated  to  instant  revolt,  would  shrink 
dismayed  and  appalled  before  these  insignia  of  despotism  ! 

Your  committee,  discarding  from  their  consideration,  for  the 
moment,  the  specified  evil,  the  existence  of  which  has  led  to  this 
application,  looking  at  the  original  principles  upon  which  all 
sumptuary  laws  must  be  founded,  so  ofiensive  to  civil  liberty — 
considering  their  obnoxious  tendencies  and  the  dangerous  methods, 
so  open  to  abuse,  by  which  they  are  usually  enforced — your 
committee  have  arrived  at  the  conclusion  already  indicated  at 
the  commencement  of  this  report ;  which  conclusion  is,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  your  committee,  it  is  not  expedient,  at  this  time^ 
nor  until  a  more  decisive  demonstration  or  the  public  will,  to 
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repeal  the  '^Hceme  law,*  {bo  called,)  nor  to  deWae  at 

any  legisktiYe  prohiUtioQ  against  the  use  of  inebriating  liquors. 

But»  although  they  have  felt  compelled,  by  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
raport  advei-sely  to  the  prayer  of  the  naemorial,  they  nevertheless 
avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  express  their  unqualified  re- 
spect for  the  motives  which  have  led  to  its  piesentation'--4Dotive8 
which  have  for  their  high  aim  the  suppression  of  a  vioe  egBiasi 
which  the  nK>st  severe  and  penal  laws  have  heretofore,  in  olher 
countries!  been  passed  in  Taia*— 4i  vice  which  indiscriminatriy 
assails  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the  learned  and  the  oaieamed ;  aad 
against  which  neither  intelligence^  nor  character,  nor  genins,  nor 
Btthlic  bosK»rs»  have  heretofoie  heao  fbund  to  interpose  a  suffideot 
faerrier.  But  your  ODnmitles.  have  the  satisfaction  to  discover  in 
the  very  application,  itself.  9o  numerously  signed^  signal  evidence 
that  the  evil  complained  q£  and  which  they  fondly  believe  was 
never  io  a  gveat  degree  prevalent  among  us,  has  already  begun 
to  decrease.  They  perceive  in<  it,  that  public  opiniofw  the  oi^y 
adequate  oorrective,  is  in  eaniest  aronsed^  and  that  its  resistktftt 
efforts  are  directed  to  its  ezterinination.  Stimulated  as  that  pub* 
Uc  ofNnion  is  and  must  be*  by  the  examples  of  good  men,  by  the 
labors  of  voluntary  assooiatioos,  by  the  powerful  effints  of  tte 
pulpit,  and  especially  by  the  unceasing  violence  and  ben^oant 
influences  of  maternal  afiection,  (so  efficacious  io  formias;  the 
principles,  the  habits  and  the  character  of  a<ter  life,)  its  progreta 
will  be  onward,  until  in  the  end,  by  the  blessings  of  Providbnee^ 
auceess  shall  have  erowned  its  efforts 


(No.  39.) 

Eeport  of  the  Committee  on  State  Afiaira  upK^ti  the  pe- 
tition of  Thoa.  Comfort,  and  others. 

The  committee  on  state  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  Thomas  Comfort,  and  others,  have,  according  to  the 
order  of  tbe  Senate,  had  the  same,  under  consideration. 

The  memorialists  advance  the  well  founded  opinion,  that  the 
stability  of  our  institutions,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  systems  of 
government,  depend  chiefly,  (and  it  would  have  been  correct  to 
say  entirely^  upon  tbe  virtue,  morality  and  intelligence  of  our  citi- 
zens ;  and  hence,  they  infer,  that  as  the  guardians,  for  the  time  be* 
ing,or  the  public  welfare,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  this  lej^islature  to 
provide  against,  and  so  far  as  may  be  possible,  to  suppress  every 
practice  which  may  be  demoralizipg  in  its  influences,  or  which 
may  in  any  wise  tend  to  superinduce  a  contempt  for  the  law  or 
lessen  that  salutary  veneration  for  the  precepts  and  institutions  of 
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Mr  My  mlifpMk  wUch  im :  Mtherto  prevaited..  Aftmaaog  this 
vieWf  as  the  basis  of  their  applicatioD,  they  next  adrert  to  a  prac- 
tice which  they  suppose  the  ageotsof  this  state  have  esiabhshed« 
of  ruoaing  the  cars  of  the  state  upon  the  state  railroads  oa  Sub- 
daya;  and  of  transactiog  every  variety  of  biisiness  inoideatal  to 
that  operation,  without  discriininationp  op  that  as  well  as  on  any 
other  day.  Deprecating  a  practice  ofi^nsive  to  the  spirit  of  our 
^atutory  o«)QC(nieats»  and  to  the  probable  wishes  and  to  thefnoral 
aeBtimpot  erf*  the  commoaity,  and  so  grossly  in  violatioo  of  the  i»- 
junotioos  of  revealed  rel^;ioti»  tlie  memorialiftts  pray  thatefiectusi 
measures  may  be  takeo  to  suppress  it*  and  to  prevent  its  recut^ 
renoe. 

Such  is  the  tenor  of  the  memoriaL  Its  reasoning  seems  I9 
your  committee,  sound  and  conclusive*  The  moral  sentimeat 
which  it  breathes  is  pure,  aad  is  entitled  to  the  uoquaiified  respect 
of  this  legislature. 

.  ^Of  alithe  dispositions  aiul  habits  which,  lead  to  political  pros* 
penty,"  says  the  Father  of  his  CouQtry»  in  his  farewell  address 
^religion  and  morality  are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  would 
that  man  claim  the  tribute  of  patrioiism  who  should  labor  to  sub* 
vert  these  great  pillars  of  hunr>an  happioess,  these  firmest  props 
of  the  duties  of  men  aod  ciuzens^  The  mere  politician,  equally 
with  the  pious  man,  ought  tp  respect  and  to  cheriirfi  them«  A 
volume  would  not  traee  all  their  couoectioos  with  private  and  pub* 
lie  feliQity."  Sudv  on  this  head»  were  the  sentiments  of  Wash- 
ington. 

It  has  long  been  received  as  an  axiom  in  political  philosophy, 
that  virtue  constitutes  the  vital  principle  of  ail  Sree  govemmenta 
But  all  experience  also  warrants  the  aaBertion»  tfiat  iiaiionai  vjar« 
tue  cannot  long  endure,  unless  grounded  upon  religioo— unless 
strengthened,  sustained  and  invigorated  by  religious  principles^ 
by  a  deep  sense  of  religious  responsibility.  Whataoever»  tbeB» 
shakes  the  essential  principles  of  religion,  undermines  that  national 
virtue ;  civil  liberty  is  soon  turned  into  licentiousnesa^  and  the  re^ 
public  is  destroyed  !  The /arms  of  freedom  may,  indeed^  for  a 
time  survive,  but  they  remain  as  a  shadow  and  a  mockery •*-«^ 
substance  is  gone  I 

But  we  may  not  by  statutory  eoactraents,  attempt  to  etUMuk 
m  rdigi0»^9fe  may  not  even  attempt  to  vary  the  principles  or 
the  foroM  of  that  we  find  established ;  that  would  be  interferiiw 
with  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  freedom  of  opinion,  wbiS 
the  constitution  forbids.  But  there  is  another,  and  perhaps  a 
stroi^r  reason ;  it  would  be  assuming  to  do  that,  which  the  bo- 
dy ofthe  people  of  the  nation  has  reserved  to  Usdf  to  do— that  is, 
to  fashion  its  own  habits  of  thinking  and  acting  in  individual  and 
social  life. 
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Your  commiuee  have  recently  bad  occasion  to  advance  die 

proposition,  ''that  the  manners  of  a  people,  (that  is,  those  customs 
and  habits  of  thought  and  action,  which  practically  control  the 
conduct  and  intercourse  of  men  in  society,)  are  more  powerlul 
than  its  positive  taws  f*  fur  that  those  are  established  by  the  whote 
body  of  the  nation,  and  can  in  general  be  changedf  only  by  slow 
degtees,  and  by  (hat  power  only  which  establishes  ttiem.  But 
the  positive  laws  of  a  community  are  but  the  temporary  and 
pertiaps  arbitrary  dictates  of  that  small  number  of  nnen,  with 
whom,  for  the  time  being,  the  law-making  power  may  be  lodged ; 
they  may  be  made  to-day,  and  varied  or  revoked  to-morrow. 
Salutary  laws  then,  will  fallow  the  manners  of  a  nation,  being 
grounded  upon  and  having  reference  to  them  as  they  exist :  some- 
times, indeed,  checking  tteir  dangerous  excesses,  and  by  cautious 
and  welt  tempered  provisions,  restraining  their  baneful  irregular- 
ities. But  this  should  be  the  general  limit  of  the  law-makiuj^  pow- 
er. To  undertake  to  subvert  them  suddenly  by  an  act  of  legis- 
lation, would  be  as  vain  as  it  would  prove  dangerous.  The  true 
province  then,  of  the  law  is,  to  protect  and  enforce  the  existing 
customs  of  the  body  of  the  nation,  and  if  those  customs  and  habits 
of  thought  and  action,  partake  happily  of  a  religious  character, 
it  becomes  the  emphatic  duty  of  the  law-making  power  to  respect 
and  sustain  them  ;  making  ihiem,  to  the  utmost  practicable  extent* 
subservient  to  the  pubKc  safety  and  the  public  happiness. 

Such  are  the  principles,  and  such  the  sanctions  upon  which  your 
existing  laws  are  founded,  which  regard  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath — an  institution,  which,  whether  it  be  regarded  as  of  di- 
vine origin,  and  therefore  entitled  to  observance,  ot,  as  an  instt- 
totion  conducive  m  a  high  degree  to  the  comfort  of  man,  and  the 
pit>spenty  and  happiness  of  society,  is  most  assuredly  entitled  to 
te  cherished  and  supported  by  the  public  authorities,  and  by  dl 
who  have  the  public  good  at  heart.  If,  then,  in  contravention  of 
the  sentiments  herein  expressed,  as  well  as  in  violation  of  the  spi- 
rit of  our  laws,  the  agents  of  this  state  or  any  of  them,  should, 
without  any  peculiar  exigency  to  require  it,  have  adopted  and 
continued  the  practice  of  running  the  oars  upon  the  railroads  af 
this  state  on  Sundays,  and  without  discrimination,  as  on  any  other 
day,  and  of  transacting  on  that  day  all  the  business  incident  to  that 
operation  as  on  any  other  day,  your  committee  cannot  hesitate  to 
say,  that  such  a  practice  ought  to  receive  the  decided  disappro- 
bation of  the  Senate,  and  that  its  continuance  ought  to  be  forth- 
with prohibited  by  law. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  in  accordance  with  these  views, 
have  prepared  a  bill,  which,  with  this  report,  they  respectfully 
submit  for  the  consideration  of  the  senate. 
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(No.  30.) 

Report  of  Committee  to  investigate  the  expenditure!; 
on  State  Prison,  at  Jacksonburg. 

The  select  committee  iDstructed  to  inquire  into  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  commissioners  on  the  state  penitentiary,  beg  leave  to 
report : 

That  under  the  instructions  from  the  Senate,  the  committer 
repaired  to  Jacksonburg,  and  there  personally  examined  the  work 
done  on  the  penitentiary,  and  other  buildings  reported  to  belong 
to  the  state. 

The  committee  also  examined  as  far  as  practicable  the  books 
and  papers  of  the  acting  commissioner,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  money  actually  ex[>ended  upon  the  public  works  at 
Jackson,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  the  expenditures.  From  all 
the  sources  of  information  to  which  the  committee  have  had  ac- 
cess,  the  inference  is  irresistible,  that  the  report  of  the  public 
works  at  Jackson,  made  by  the  acting  commissioner,  on  the  8d 
of  N^'ivemher  las:,  and  communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Audi* 
tor  General,  contains  any  thing  but  a  fair  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  works,  and  of  the  acts  of  the  commissioner  in  relation 
thereto. 

The  committee  feel  confident  that  no  correct  statement  can  be 
made  of  the  money  expended  for  the  state  in  the  progress  of  erect* 
ing  the  penitentiary,  until  the  accounts  of  the  present  commission- 
ers  are  audited  and  settled,  a  task  of  no  inconsiderable  importance, 
and  the  committee  deem  it  proper  at  this  time,  to  suggest  to  the 
Senate  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  investing  some  competent 
person  with  authority  to  repair  to  Jackson,  with  full  powers  to 
aiadit  the  accounts  and  settle  with  the  commissioners. 

The  committee  would,  with  great  deference,  suggest  to  the 
Senate  the  propriety  of  a  reorganization  of  the  board  of  commis« 
sioners.  Upon  the  formation  of  a  new  board,  the  committee  de- 
sire to  submit  their  reflections  hereafter,  when  the  committee 
shall  have  made  up  an  estimate  of  a  proper  sum  to  be  appropria- 
ted to  carry  on  the  work  for  another  year. 

THOMAS  J.  DRAKE, 
SANDS  McCAMLY, 
TOWNSEND  E.  GIDLEY. 
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(No.  31.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  agriculture  or  horse 

racing. 

The  committee  on  agriculture*  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  certain  citizens  of  Wayne  county,  asking  for  a  law  to  au« 
thorize  Joseph  Wilson  to  construct  a  race  track,  desire  to  re- 
port : 

They  have  duly  considered  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and 
believe  it  inexpcaient  to  encourage  by  any  legislative  enactmenU 
the  practice  of  horse  racing,  under  the  plea  of  improving  the  breed 
of  horses. 

From  nil  past  experience,  as  well  as  present  observation,  the 
practice  of  horse  racing  tends  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  society, 
and  lead  men  to  ruin,  and  is  particularly  dangerous  to  the  young. 

The  race  course,  with  its  numerous  gaming  tables  and  groce- 
ries, is  not  the  place  to  make  useful  members  of  society  and  good 
citizens,  but  is  frequently  the  starting  point  to  destruction. 

Aside  from  all  moral  considerations,  we  believe  good  reasons 
may  be  ur^ed  why  it  is  impolitic  to  grant  the  prajer  of  the  peti- 
tioners. The  universal  embarrassment  of  the  country  calls  for 
industry  and  not  idleness,  for  sobriety  and  not  dissipan'on;  and  it 
seems  cnuch  more  desirable  that  the  citizens  of  Michigan  should 
be  engaged  in  running  the  plough,  than  running  horses  for  sport. 
One  source  of  trouble  is,  many  classes  of  society  live  beyond  their 
means,  and  the  prospect  will  never  change,  until  men  are  deter- 
mined to  become  producers  instead  of  consumers;  and  horse  ra- 
cing as  well  as  other  sports,  is  poorly  calculated  to  bring  about 
such  a  result.  Your  committee  have  been  some  acquainted  with 
the  practice,  and  say  that  it  is  demoralizing  in  its  influence^  and 
not  productive  of  any  good  to  the  country,  and  recommend  the 
petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

S.  V.  R.  TROWBRIDGE, 
TOWNSEND  E.  GIDLEY, 
JACOB  SUMMERS, 

CammUiee^ 
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Documents  in  relation  to  certain  University  and  State 
lands,  accompanying  the  report  of  Mr.  Woodbridge 
from  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  on  H.  R. 
Bill  No.  41. 

Rssolutim  of  Uie  Board  of  Regents. 

Resolved^  That  Judge  Wilkins,  Doctor  Pitcher  and  Major 
Kearscly  be  a  committee  in  behalf  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the 
university  of  Michigan,  to  confer  with  liie  committee  of  the  Sen- 
ate on  siute  affairs,  and  remoiistrate  against  the  report  or  passage 
by  the  Senate,  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
university  and  state  lands. 
.  A  true  copy  from  the  journal. 

i;.  W.  WHIPPLE,  Secretary. 


Bemonstrance  of  the  Board  of  Regents  to  the  Senate  of  Michigan^ 
against  the  passage  of  bm  number  forty-one,  on  the  file  of  the 
House  of  nepresentatives. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Senate 

of  the  State  of  Michigan  : 

The  undersigned,  a  committee  appointed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
board  of  re^ients  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  do  most  earnestly, 
yet  respectfully  remonstrate  against  the  passage  by  your  honora- 
ble body,  of  the  bill  number  forty-one  of  the  House  of  Represen* 
latives,  for  the  following  and  other  reasons  and  consideraliorn  : 

The  act  of  congress  of  May  20ih,  1S26,  [6th  vol.  laws  of  U. 
S.  page  494,]  authorized  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  reserve 
from  sale  two  townships,  or  seventy-two  sections  of  the  public 
lands,  for  the  purposes  of  an  university  in  the  territory  of  Michi- 
gan. This  munificent  grant  to  the  then  territory  was  certainly 
made  in  good  faith  for  the  purpose  therein  expressed,  and  with  no 
other  design  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

IJy  the  act  of  congress  for  the  admission  of  the  state  of  Michi- 
gan into  the  Union,  those  lands  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
state,  for  the  same  purposes  and  under  the  same  resiri<uions.  The 
constitution  of  Michigan,  Art.  10,  sec.  5.,  provides  that  the  legis- 
lature shall  take  measures  for  the  protection,  improvement  or  otner 
disposition  of  such  lands  as  may  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be 
reserved  or  granted  by  the  United  States  to  this  state  for  the  sup- 
port of  an  university,  &c.  ;  and,  "  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  th^ 
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,  legislature,  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  provide  efiectaal  means  for  the 
improvement  and  permanent  security  of  the  funds  of  said  univer* 
sity." 

Upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  number  forty-one,  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  the  undersigned  would,  in  this  place, 
only  ask  the  Senate,  whether  the  disposition  of  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion at  il  25  per  acre,  or  even  any  part  thereof,  is  **  providing 
effectual  means  for  the  improvement  and  permanent  security  of 
the  funds  of  said  university  r 

Again.  Fourteen  sections  of  land  upon  the  Niles  reservation^ 
were  received  from  tlie  United  States  as  equal  to  8,960  acres, 
amouniing,  at  91  25  per  acre,  to  91 1,200 ;  yet,  these  sections  be* 
ing  fractional,  contnin  only  7,164  15-100  acres,  equal  at  same 
price,  to  $9,055  19-100 — the  bill  number  forty-one,  thus  propos- 
ing to  sell  at  a  loss,  even  according  to  this  estimate,  of  $1,244  81. 
In  like  manner,  n'ne  sections  on  the  Nottawassippi  reserve,  would 
contain,  if  full  sections,  5,760  acres,  equal  to  $7,200,  yet  contain 
only  5,706  9^-100  acres,  amounting  to  •7,138  72. 

The  lands  in  the  Grand  lUver  district  present  even  a  still 
stronger  case  than  the  foregoing.  There,  1,600  acres  have  been 
taken  fur  the  university  in  lieu  of  5,12i)  acres.  Some  of  those 
Innds  are  alleged  to  be  worth  $500  per  acre.  The  water  power 
is  also  very  valuable.  But  the  land  alone  is  3,520  acres  less  than 
eight  full  sections,  for  which  they  were  located.  Consequently 
estimating  both  at  91  25  per  acre,  the  university  would  lose 
•4,400.  In  other  words,  the  money  received  from  actual  settlers 
would  re-locate  4,528  87-100  acres  less  than  the  quantity  for 
which  the  present  locations  were  taken,  the  loss  being  95,661 
09' 100. 

Even  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  board  of  regents  en* 
tertain  the  opinion,  that  the  Senate  cannot  concur  in  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  and  thus  sanction  the  inference,  that  the  constitutional 
requirement  has  been  observed,  and  that  tlie  legislature  have,  by 
this  act,  *•  provided  effectual  means  for  the  improvement  andper^ 
manenf  security  of  the  funds  of  said  university,^ 

But  the  board  of  regents  would  respectfully  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  another  view  of  this  subject,  in  connexion  with 
the  aforesaid  constitutional  requirements.  The  affidavit  of  C.  C* 
Douglass,  who  located  these  lands  upon  the  Niles  and  Nottawas- 
sippi reservations,  accompanies  this  remonstrance^  and  exhibits 
their  avera^  value  at  about  C20  per  acre. 

From  this,  it  will  appear,  then,  that  the  fund  of  the  university* 
arising  from  lands  on  these  two  reservations  alone,  will  be  de* 
creased  8256,333  69-100.  This  estimate,  it  will  be  observed, 
is  made  accordix^  to  what  the  lands  were  worth  in  1836;  the 
increased  value  of  the  lands,  since  that  time»  althoqgh  known 
and  admitted  to  be  very  great,  is  not  taken  into  consideratioiL 
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But  another,  and  perhaps  even  a  stron^r  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage  of  this  bill»  arises  from  the  effects  of  the  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture, approved  April  6,  1888,  entitled  **An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
of  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  the  university  of  Michigan.'*  Sec- 
tion 5th  of  that  act  provides  *'That  the  board  of  regents  shall 
make  provision  for  the  punctual  redemption  of  said  stock,  (after 
twenty  years)  for  the  punctualpavment  of  the  interest,  &c.,  and 
all  the  disposable  income  from  the  university  fund,  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  said  interest  and  the 
redemption  of  the  stock.** 

Under  the  foregoing  act,  the  r^nts  have,  in  good  faith,  nego- 
tiated the  loan  of  •100,000,  implicitly  relying,  that  the  legisla- 
ture weuld  never  interfere  with  the  university  fund,  as  it  then 
stood,  namely :  that  all  the  lands  would  be  held  at  a  minimum 
price  of  920  per  acre,  and  that  the  future  sales,  (which  can  rea- 
dilv  be  made  at  this  rate)  with  those  already  effected,  would  en- 
able the  regents  to  meet  the  redemption  of  said  stock  and  interest 
punctually,  and  also  provide  for  the  payment  of  professors  in  the 
university,  and  the  principals  and  tutors  of  the  branches. 

The  board  of  regents  are  therefore  reluctantly  compelled  to 
adopt  the  conclusion,  should  this  bill  become  a  law,  that  it  will  be 
necessary  to  suspend  immediately,  the  operation  of  all  the  branch- 
es  of  the  university  now  organized,  and  also  all  contracts  now 
entered  into  for  the  erection  of  professors'  buildings,  and  all  other 
expenditures  whatever.  The  proceeds  of  the  lands  now  disposed 
of,  it  is  believed,  will  be  no  more  than  sufficient,  (making  the 
necessary  and  reasonable  allowance  for  the  lands  which  may  re- 
vert for  non-fulfilment  of  contracts,)  to  meet,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion, the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  loan,  and 
such  contracts  as  are  already  made,  and  which  must  be  fulfilled. 

Superadded  to  the  foregoing  considerations,  the  undersigned 
would  very  respectfully  further  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  the 
legislature  of  the  state,  have  such  power  over  the  subject  matter, 
as  to  direet  an.  absolute  sale  or  transfer  of  the  tith  of  these  lands, 
-         -  —  •     ofth        '       ■ 


wUlumt  the  consent  of  the  corporation  of  the  university  of  Michi- 
gan f  And  if  the  state  legislature  has  such  power,  can  the  funds 
arising  from  such  sale  or  transfer,  be  re-invested  in  the  purchase 
of  other  lands  ? 

The  right  of  the  state  legislature,  to  direct  the  disposition  of 
theae  lands,  other  than  to  the  use  of  an  university,  if  such  right 
exist,  roust  be  derived  from  the  United  States.  By  what  act  of 
oong;res8  is  such  right  conferred  T 

The  university  of  Michigan,  as  at  present  constituted,  is  a  cor- 
poration created  by  a  state  legislation.  But,  prior  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  oonstitutioo  of  the  state,  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  by  an  act  approved  the  90th  of  May,  1836«  **  set  apart 
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and  reserved  from  sale,  out  of  the  public  lands  within  the  territory 
of  Michigan,  two  entire  townships, /or  the  use  and  support  of  an 
umversily  within  the  territory  atbresaid.** 

The  consideration,  then,  may  be  of  some  weight,  in  the  careful 
and  just  deliberation  of  the  Senate,  whether  the  whole  right,  title 
and  interest  of  the  United  States,  to  the  quantity  of  land  men- 
tioned, was  not,  by  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1826,  completely 
parted  with  by  the  oiiginal  proprietor*  and  vested  in  the  corporation 
of  the  university  of  Michigan.  Briefly  to  illustrate  the  force  of 
this  suggestion  :  The  undersigned  would  inquire,  who  was  the 
munificent  donor?  The  government  of  the  United  States. 
What  was  the  gift  ?  The  land  expressed  in  the  grant  And,  who 
was  the  donee  ?     The  university,  and  not  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Has  the  land  thus  specified  as  to  its  quantity  and  object*  in  the 
act  of  congress,  been  legally  located  and  confirmed  to  the  univer- 
sity ?  The  answer  to  this  inquiry,  is  to  be  found  in  the  archives 
of  the  state,  and  is  recognized  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  the  corporation  they  represent, 
forbear  the  intimation  of  any  opinion*  as  to  the  vested  right  of  the 
university — designing  only  to  place  before  the  Senate  those  views 
which  have  occurred  to  them,  in  the  cursory  consideration  they 
have  been  able  to  give-  the  subject ;  and  being  confident  that  the 
more  enlightened  and  extended  examination  which  the  Senate 
will  give  to  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  all  its 
bearings,  will  assuredly  elicit  justice  to  all  parties  concerned. 

If  ''the  settlers  on  t/te  university  lands^*  are  entitled  by  the  ex* 
isting  laws  of  the  country,  to  the  right  of  property  in  the  lands  in 
question,  the  undersigned,  cannot,  nor  would  not,  even  for  the 
hallowed  purposes  of  educating  the  children  of  the  people  of 
Michigan,  do  aught  to  disturb  the  enjoyment  of  said  right,  or 
interpose  an  objection.  But,  believing  thut  the  rights  of  the  cor- 
poration they  represent,  are  clearly  defined,  and  legitimately 
derived  from  the  only  source  of  title ;  they  would  deem  them* 
selves  recreant  to  every  sense  of  duty  to  the  university,  and  to 
the  people  of  Michigan,  did  they  not,  most  solemnly,  but  most 
respectfully,  protest  against  such  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the 
corporation,  as  is  assuredly  calculated  to  render  it  useless,  and 
defeat  the  object  designed  by  the  wise  and  liberal  framers  of  the 
act  of  1826. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted  to  the  patient  and 
impartial  consideration  of  the  Senate  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

J.  KEARSLEY, 
Z.  PITCHER, 
ROSS  WILKINS, 
Committee  of  the  Board  of  RegenU. 

Detroit,  Fd>*y  28,  1839. 
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C.  C.  Douglas^  StaUmenL 

To  the  Regents  of  the  Unwrsity 

of  tliC  State  of  Michigan  : 

Pursuant  to  your  inquiries,  I  herevviih  present  to  you  the  fol- 
lowing answers  : 

1st.  I  located  the  lands  which  are  described  in  document,  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1836.  I  find  in  my  possession,  some  esti- 
mates of  the  value  of  lands  on  Nottawassippi  reservation,  fixing 
them  at  from  five  to  fifteen  dollars  per  acre.  In  this  estimate  1 
was  governed  by  what  lands  of  a  similar  character  were  selling 
at.  All  the  estimates  and  facts  which  I  had  of  the  lands  on  the 
Niles  reservation,  have  been  destroyed,  or  have  been  mislaid,  so 
that  the  estimates  of  these  lands  are  governed  by  the  recollection 
of  conversation  had  with  people  in  the  vicinity,  and  by  what 
lands  in  analagous  locations  were  selling  at,  at  that  time. 
Wild  lands  of  a  similar  character  in  the  vicinity  of  Niles,  were 
variously  estimated,  at  from  five  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre.  I 
was  informed  by  Mr.  Wheelock»  that  he  had  made  frequent  inqui- 
ries as  to  the  value  of  land,  with  a  view  to  purchase  lands  in  that 
vicinity,  and  that  he  could  get  no  choice  locations  short  of  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  dollars  per  aero-  When  wecompare  the  lands  under 
consideration,  to  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  the  villages  of  Kalamazoo, 
Marshall,  Jacksonburgh,  and  many  others  that  might  be  mention- 
ed, where  lands,  not  as  well  situated,  have  been  sold  at  from  fifty 
to  two  hundred  dollars  per  acre,  I  think  portions  of  the  lands  op-  . 
posite  of  Niles  and  Bertrand,  can  with  propriety,  be  estimated  at 
from  twenty-five  to  seventy-five  dollars  per  acre.  And  for  farm- 
ing purposes,  there  is  a  considerable  portion  of  this  reservation  in 
quality  and  eligible  situation,  which  is  second  to  none  in  the  west- 
ern portions  o?  the  state.  These  are  among  the  most  valuable 
lands  belonging  to  the  university. 

I  have  no  data  at  which  I  can  arrive  at  any  thing  accurate,  as 
to  the  number  of  settlers  on  the  lands  at  the  time  of  their  location. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  there  was  scarcely  a  desirable  location  up- 
on which  there  were  not  improvements  of  some  character.  I 
■was  repeatedly  informed  by  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  the  reserva- 
tion, that  many  farmers  had  rented  their  farms  for  the  purpose  of 
making  claims,  with  the  hope  there  would  be  a  renewal  of  the 
pre-emption  law.  I  was  also  informed,  that  some  of  the  occu- 
pants settled  on  the  lands  at  a  time  when  they  could  have  pur- 
chased land  of  a  good  quality,  of  oak  openings,  within  one  or  two 
miles,  and  in  one  instance,  adjoining  the  lands  they  now  occupy. 

I  had  frequent  conversations  with  the  settlers,  and  inforined 
many  of  them  of  my  intention  to  locate  the  lands  which  they  oc- 
cupy.   In  some  instances,  I  was  told  by  them,  that  they  had 
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rather  pay  the  univeraitjr  a  fair  price  for  the  lands,  if  they  ooatd 
have  reasonable  time  given  them  to  pay,  than  to  run  the  risk  of 
getting  the  same  at  ptiolic  sale,  as  they  expected  to  be  obh'ged  to 
purchase  their  land  in  this  way,  there  being  no  pre-emption  law, 
and  it  was  very  doubtful  whether  there  would  ever  be  a  renewal 
of  the  law.  Others  also  stated,  that  if  they  could  have  the  use  of 
the  lands  to  raise  a  few  crops,  they  would  be  well  paid  ibr  their 
improvements^  yet  they  would  much  rather  have  the  lands  at 
ten  shillings  per  acre,  and  were  in  hopes  there  would  be  a  re- 
newal of  the  pre-emption  law  previous  to  their  land  coming  into 
market. 

C.  a  DOUGLASS. 

State. OF  MicHiaAif»  ) 
Wayne  County,       )  ^' 

C.  C.  Douglass,  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  says,  that  the 
facts  and  statements  made  in  the  foregoing  communication,  to  the 
Regents  of  the  university,  are  true. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  Fbb- 
roary,  1839. 

HENRY  N.  WALKER, 
Notary  PvHtUcy  Wayne  Co.,  Michigan. 
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itfq^  Keanie^s  SkMnenL 

To  the  Honarabk  the  OommUiee  on  SMb  Affairsy  to  whom  wa$ 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Bepresentaiwes^  (No.  41^ 
tmtiUed  ^'A  hill  fir  the  relirf  of  certain  aetUer^  om  the  university 
and  state  lands,  dated  Feb.  20,  1839. 

The  undersigned,  in  behalf  of  a  committee  appointed  by  die 
Regents  of  the  university  of  Michigan,  begs  leave  most  respect- 
fully to  sutMDit  the  following  view  of  the  principles  involved  in 
said  bill. 

A  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  In- 
struction, dated  December  27tb,  1837»  shows  that  6,58d  acres 
were  sold  in  that  year  for  •150i»447  90,  and  that  there  remained 
unsold  38,867  acres.  By  his  report  dated  January  11th,  1889,  it 
appears  that  527  72-100  teres  Were  sold  in  1838. 

Acres.  AmonnL 

Total  sold  up  to  this  time,         7,110  72      8166,152  30 
Total  unsold,  38,829  28        868,625  25 

38,329  28  acres  at  $1  25,  bring  847,911  60— difference  8820- 
718  76. 

If,  then,  the  whole  of  the  unsold  university  lands  were  subject 
to  the  contemplated  pre-emption  law,  there  may  be  a  loss  to  the 
university  fund  of  8820,713  75,  provided  the  lands  bring  820  00 
per  acre.  The  committee  of  the  Senate  arQ»  perhaps,  not  aware 
of  ihe  extent  to  which  pre-emption  claims  may  be  made.  If  it 
be  supposed  that  those  ckiims  are  confined  to  Niles,  Nottawas- 
sippi  and  Grand  river,  very  incorrect  inferences  will  be  drawn* 
The  fact  iiv  that  there  are  Vew  univer^ty  sections  to  which  pre- 
enptioti  dakns  will  not  be  preferred.  Admitting  then,  for  the 
purpose  of  argument,  that  the  legislature  have  the  power,  is  it 
expedient,  (o  pass  a  law  which  will  deprive  this  fund  of  8820,- 
713  75? 

Again :  By  the  report  of  the  superintendent,  it  appears  that 
the  interest  taipoa  the  university  fund  for  1837,  amounts  to  814)- 
399  42,  of  which  85,228  00  remains  unpaid,  leaving  it  to  be  in- 
ferred that  about  one-lhii;d  of  the  lands  heretofore  sold  will  revert 
The  instalments  of  the  principal  due  in  1838,  is  814,998  00, 

?et  only  87,698  00  of  this  sum  has  been  paid,  or  about  one  half, 
"here  was  due  in  1837,  on  notes  for  use  of  improved  lands  82y- 
000  00:  on  the  same  in  1838,  for  same,  81,910  00. 

Such  are  the  discouragements  respecting  that  part  of  the  uni- 
versity fund,  on  lands  already  sold,  that  the  greatest  economy  and 
circumspection  becomes  necessary,  even  now,  to  meet  the  interest 
upon  the  loan  of  8100,000  00 ;  and  how  are  the  Regents  to  meet 
the  payment  of  the  principal  sum,  should  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  become  a  law  ?  The  regents,  upon  the  receipt  of  89,- 
171  42  from  the  Superintendent,  with  the  expected  receipt  of  at 
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]0t«ta  partof  the  M^228  Wi,  uiqiaia  ioteiest  for  the  year  1699^ 
thought  thenoselves  justified  in  appropriating  811,400  00,  for  the 
aapport  of  brancheg  for  the  year  1839*  There  will,  however,  it 
is  i49ared,  be  a  very  great  deficit  in  thiit  item,  because  John  Nor« 
tun,  Jr.,  Esq.,  treasurer  of  the  board,  it  is  found,  has  deposited  ia 
the  State  bank  of  Michigan,  87,442  13,  which  is  at  present  an 
unavailable  fund.  And  the  Regents  are,  at  this  monient,  compel, 
led  to  draw  upon  the  fund  arising  from  the  8100,000  00  loan  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  branches  as  well  as  contracts  for  build- 
ings although  this  fund  is  upon  interest  at  7  per  cent  so  far  as  it 
remains  unexpended. 

Is  it  not,  therefore,  most  evident,  that  the  branches  must  be  dis« 
cootinued,  as  well  as  all  buildii)g  operations  beyond  the  contracts 
existing,  ^ould  this  bill  pass  7  The  Regents,  so  far  from  desjfli^ 
ii^  any  thing  like  a  threat*  as  alleged  by  the  Senator  from  Nifes^ 
feel  humiliated  in  view  of  the  possible  contingency.  The  grai^ 
deur  and  eventual  utility  to  the  state  of  the  plan  contemplated  for 
the  university  of  Michi^n,  has  been  applaiided  and  eulogized  in 
almost  every  state  in  tne  Union.  ,  The  Regents  feel  tiuit  they 
must  be,  even  personally,  most  deeply  involved  in  the  reproach 
and  obloquy  inevitably  consequent  upon  the  entire  failure  of  the 
whole  system.  Withdraw  the  pecuniary  resources  of  the  uni- 
versity to  the  amount  of  8800,000,ar  about  nine-tenths  of  the  wholer 
and  what  but  total  abandonment  of  the  branches,  and  the  curtaiU 
ment  of  the  parent  institution  to  the  level  of  our  smallest  and  most 
limited  colleges,  can  enable  the  Regents  to  meet  their  present  lia- 
bilities t 

The  important  question  then  presents  itself  for  the  grave  con- 
sideration of  the  legislature,  what  should  be  done  in  the  premises  7 
The  regents  of  the  university  join  issue  with  the  Senator  from 
Niles,  in  the  proposition,  *'fiat  justitia — ruat  coelum." 

This  leads  to  a  consideration  of  the  inquiry,  what  is  justice  and 
what  is  equity  between  the  university  on  the  one  part  and  the 
settlers  on  the  other  7  For  the  purpose  of  meeting  this  inquiry 
upon  unquestionable  grounds,  we  will  discard*  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, all  considerations  arising  from  the  vested  rights  of  the 
Regents  under  the  act  of  congress  of  May  20th,  1826,  and  confine 
the  question  to  the  rights  of  the  Regents  arising  under  the  legishi* 
tive  enactments  of  this  state,  and  next  the  rights  of  the  settler. 

Assuming  the  postulate,  whirh  however  the  Regents  deny*  that 
the  legislature  had  the  right  to  establish  the  price  of  the  university 
lands  and  the  sale  of  the  same  at  820  per  acre,  it  does  not  follow 
that  the  legislature  can  afterwards  exercise  this  right  and  alter 
ad  libitum.  The  legislature  did  establish  the  price  at  820  per 
acre,  and  did  further  enact,  that  the  Regents  be  authorized  to 
borrow,  upon  the  credit  of  the  state  the  sum  of  8100,000*  on  < 
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dition  that  die  funds  of  the  univerrity  be  hypothecated  fcH*  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  and  ultimate  redemption  of  the  principal.  A 
contract  has  been  made  for  the  8100,000  under  that  law.  But 
what  are  the  funds  of  the  university,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
and  the  existing  constitution  and  laws  of  the  state,  which  are 
thus  pledged  ?  Not  the  principal  arising  from  the  sales  of  the 
lands  but  the  interest  only.  The  parties  to  the  contract  under- 
stood this  according  to  the  existing  laws,  to  wit :  the  interest  ac- 
cruing upon  all  lands  which  the  university  had  sold  or  might  here- 
after sell  at  a  minimum  price  of  920  per  acre.  Do  not  the  res- 
pective rights  of  the  parties  become  vested  immediately  upon  con- 
summating the  contract,  and  has  not  the  legislature  exhausted  all 
its  powers  of  control  over  the  fund,  at  least  until  this  contract 
shall  be  fulfilled? 

Again :  the  Regents  of  the  university  have  made  contractSi 
as  was  understood,  in  good  faith,  with  the  principals  of  seven 
branches.  These  gentlemen  have  been  induced  to  remove  from 
other  states  and  other  literary  institutions,  where  it  is  known  the^ 
received  a  support  for  themselves  and  families,  upon  the  condi- 
tion— certainly  reasonably  and  very  strongly  implied — ^that  their 
situations  would  be,  not  temporary,  but  permanent,  so  long  as  they 
continued  faithfully  and  competently  to  discharge  the  duties  in- 
cumbent upon  them.  These  are  the  known  and  well  established 
terms  upon  which  all  literary  professors  enter  upon  their  arduous 
and  responsible  avocations.  And  it  is  well  known  that  the  trus- 
tees of  colleges  in  the  diflferent  states  do  not  assume  or  insist  up- 
on their  right  to  discharge  professors,  even  when  found  incompe- 
tent, by  a  mere  vote  of  the  board.  Perhaps  no  instance  of  such  a 
course  can  be  found.  On  the  contrary,  when  it  is  found  expedi- 
ent or  necessary  to  vacate  a  professor  s  chair,  with  a  view  to  anoth- 
er appointment,it  is  always  made  a  subject  of  compromise  between 
the  incumbent  and  an  appropriate  committee.  The  result  gene- 
rally has  been  to  effect  the  voluntary  resignation  of  the  professor, 
by  gi'Mng  such  pecuniary  remuneration  as  may  be  entirely  satis- 
factory. There  could  be  no  one  act,  on  the  part  of  the  Regents, 
more  delicate  or  conducive  to  tarnish  the  high  and  honorable  cha- 
racter to  which  they  should  aspire,  or  more  like  to  bring  suspi- 
cion or  contempt  upon  the  university,  than  that  it  should  be  un- 
derstoo-rl  and  believed  that  the  professors  are  mere  tenants  at  the 
will  of  the  board.  Great  caution  should  be  observed  in  making 
appointments,  but»  when  made,  they  must  be,  as  far  as  practica- 
ble, permanent.  Have  not  the  principals  of  branches,  then,  an 
equitable,  or  perhaps  legal  claim  at  least  to  meet  the  disburse- 
ments incident  to  their  removal  from  their  places  of  former  resi- 
dence, and  for  a  reasonable  time  to  seek  other  employment  ? 
Other  rights  on  the  part  of  the  university  could  readily  be  addu- 
ced,  such  as  the  public  expectation  and  will  upon  this  subject 
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were  opportunity  given  for  their  expression— the  partial  opera- 
tion of  the  bill,  bv  affording  relief  to  the  settler  upon  one  descrip- 
tion of  state  lanclst  and  denying  like  privileges  and  immunities  to 
the  settlers  upon  the  common  school  and  oUier  state  lands.  It  is 
demonstrated  that  there  now  are  and  for  many  years  have  been  a 
multitude  of  settlers  upon  section  sixteen,  (reserved  for  common 
schools,)  upon  salt  spring  sections,  where  it  is  known  no  salt  will 
ever  be  manufactured,  and  where  none  in  fact  exists. 

The  rights  vested  too  as  is  believed,  of  the  university  and  oth- 
ers in  and  to  the  lands  in  question,  have  thus  been  exhibited,  and 
the  inexpediency,  if  not  inefficacy,  of  further  legislation  fully  es- 
tablished. 

The  rights,  so  called,  of  the  settlers,  will  next  be  canvassed  in 
the  spirit  of  candor  and  impartiality,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
done  consistently  with  all  the  facts  in  their  case. 

The  rights  o^the  settlers  are  based  upon  the  privileges  which 
the  pre-emption  act  of  congress,  dated  June  22d,  1838,  would 
have  granted  to  them,  had  not  the  lands  been  previously  located 
for  the  university.    The  following  are  the  provisions  of  that  law : 

The  benefits  of  the  law  are  expressly  declared,  not  to  extend  to 
any  land  "in  consequence  of  any  settlement  or  improvement 
made  before  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  nor  to  any 
land  specially  occupied  or  reserved  for  town  lots,  or  other  purj^ 
ses,  by  authority  of  the  United  States.**  But,  lest  this  provision 
should  not  be  sufficiently  broad  and  explicit,  at  the  express  in- 
stance,  as  is  said,  of  our  senators  in  congress,  the  following  and 
further  provision  was  introduced :  "And  provided  further.  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  constiued  to  afiect  any  of  the 
selections  of  the  public  lands,  for  the  purposes  of  education,  the 
use  of  salt  springs,  or  for  any  other  purpose,  which  may  have 
been  or  may  be  made  by  any  state,  under  existing  laws  of  the 
United  States."  This  law  is  guarded  in  its  provisions  (under  pen- 
alty of  the  forfeiture  of  all  claim,)  that  the  patent  shall  be  granted 
only  to  the  original  claimant,  upon  his  making  oath  that  he  has 
not  even  contracted  for  the  future  sale  or  conveyance  of  the  land 
claimed.  The  claimant,  therefore,  would  not  be  entitled  t3  a 
grant  by  virtue  of  settlement  made  prior  to  1^32,  for  in  that  year 
the  Indian  title  was  extinguished.  It  is  alleged  that  these  settlers 
were  pioneers  of  the  west,  and  located  themselves  in  a  then  wil- 
derness. Such  is  not  the  fact ;  they  knew  that  this  land  would 
have  been  purchased  even  prior  to  1832,  had  it  been  in  market, 
and  that  it  would  have  been  previously  occupied  by  others,  but 
for  the  known  prohibition  to  settlers  upon  Indian  reservations. 
At  the  very  time  these  lands  were  settled,  the  settlers  well 
knew  that  these  lands  were  worth  more  than  one  dollar  and 
twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  or  than  any  other  lands  upon  which 
they  could  have  located  themselves.    They  were  in  the  midst  of 
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settlemeots  and  iminediately  cootigiious  to  the  villages  of  Nilea 
and  Bertrand    Under  these  circumstances,  thereibre^  have  thesa 
settlers  the  highest  claims  to  our  compassion  or  sympathy  7  Ther 
have  been  trespassers  from  the  first*  virith  a  full  knowledge  of  ail 
the  facts,  and  of  what  they  might  expect     They  were  apprized, 
at  a  time  when  no  preemption  law  existed,  that  these  lands  were 
located  for  university  purposes ;  all  improvements  made  smce 
1836,  when  these  lands  were  so  located,  were  made  by  the  set* 
tiers  under  a  full  sense  of  their  situation.    Mr.  C.  C.  Douglass, 
when  he  examined  the  lands,  with  a  view  to  selections  for  the  uni^ 
versity,  requested  the  settlers,  in  many  instances,  to  point  out  the 
quarter  sections  upon  which  they  had  improvements,  thathe  might 
omit  such.     The  settlers  declined,  saying  that  they  prefened  be- 
ing in  the  hands  of  the  university  rather  than  be  subjected  to  the 
competition  of  individual   purchasers,  when  the  lands  should  be 
broi^ht  into  market  at  the  public  sales.    It  is  moreover  all^d, 
that  better  lands  can  be  now  purchased  by  the  university  at  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  than  those  alread}^  located; 
Where,  then,  is  the  injustice  of  obliging  the  settlers  to  remove,  if 
they  can  procure  other  forms  equally  good,  or  better  7    If  ru- 
mour be  believed,  these  settlers  can  never  obtain  patents  for  these 
lands  under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  pre-emption  law,  if 
there  were  no  other  impediment,  simply  for  this  reason:  that 
most  of  them  have  entered  into  contracts  f  jr  the  transfer  of  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  lands  claimed,  to  gentlemen,  (not  settlers) 
against  that  provision!  ''that  the  settler  shall  not  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, make  any  agreement  or  contract  in  any  way  or  manner, 
with  any  person  or  persons,  whatever,  by  which  the  title  which 
he  might  acquire  should  enure  to  the  use  or  benefit  of  any  one» 
except  himself." 

What  then,  are  the  rights  of  these  settlers  upon  the  university 
lands?  Legally,  clearly  none.  And  how  far  thev  are  entitled, 
equitably,  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  l^slature,  may  be 
ioferred'from  tlie  preceding  facts  of  their  case. 

But  the  Regents  of  the  university  are  not  desirous  of  dealing 
with  the  settlers  in  exact  accordance  with  the  merits  of  their 
olaims.  The  Regents  are  not  only  willing,  but  anxious,  that  a  li- 
beral policy  towards  these  settlers  shall  be  observed,  so  &r  as  caa 
be  done  short  of  prostration  and  ruin  to  the  university.  The  board 
of  Resents  are  willing  to  appoint  disinterested  arbiters  to  whom 
this  whole  subject  may  be  submitted,  who  shall  ascertain  the  full 
value  of  all  improvements  made  by  the  settlers,  and  who  shall  al- 
so take  into  consideration  the  value  of  the  net  proceeds  of  all  crops, 
timber  or  other  emolument  heretofore  obtained  by  the  settlers,  de- 
duct the  one  from  the  other,  and  that  for  the  payment  of  the  bd- 
aooe  adjudged  to  be  due  the  settler,  the  interest  now  or  hereafter 
received  from  the  university  fund  shall  be  pledged.    To  such  an 
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nmog&ta&ai  no  imioiiable  objeelioo,  it  is  bdieyad,  can  bo  made 
by  the  settler.  He  would  bo  fully  and  ikiriy  oompensated  for  all 
labor  and  expense  bestowed  upon  lands,  the  fee  of  which  he  never 
eonld  hare  anticipated  when  he  entered  upon  them.  The  act  of 
ooogress  of  June  2dd,  1888,  was  the  first  and  only  law  that  could 
have  ever  inspired  such  a  hope,  and  even  this,  as  has  been  shown, 
expressly  excluded  his  case.  Why,  then,  should  the  legislature 
attempt  to  sacrifice  the  entire  interests  of  the  university,  present 
and  prospective,  when  ample  iustice  may  thus  be  done  to  these 
•etilers,  without  very  materially  infringing  upon  the  permanent 
fand  of  the  university  ?  Why  should  not  the  legislature  rather 
keep  within  the  limits  of  the  laws  of  this  state  and  of  the  Unioo^ 
rather  than  take  that  step  in  legislation  which  may  ultimately  de- 
prive the  settlers  of  all  compensation>  and  certainly  and  speedily 
involve  them  in  all  the  cost  and  vexation  incident  to  a  protracted 
legal  litigation  7 

J.  KEARSLEY. 


Ams  JViikM  SuaemPiU. 

The  undersigned,  at  the  request  of  Judge  Woodbridge,  respect- 
fully submits  the  following  brief  of  hid  views  in  relation  to  bill 
No.  41,  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  bill  proposes  that  the  JSuperintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
of  the  state  of  Michigan  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  sell  to  actual  settlers,  the  lands  granted  to  the 
said  university  by  the  government  of  the  U.  States,  the  proprietor 
of  the  soil,  at  a  price  far  below  the  actual  value  of  the  lands. 
Two  questions  arise — 

First.  Has  the  state,  from  the  character  of  the  grants  the  power 
to  direct  such  sale? 

Second.  If  the  state  has  such  power  over  the  subject  matter, 
can  the  legislature  constitutionally  exercise  it  ? 

1st.  If  the  state  has  the  power,'ft  must  be  derived  from  the  Um" 
ted  States*  Now,  the  act  of  congress  of  1826,  dobs  not  grant 
the  lands  to  the  state,  for  the  use  d"  an  university,  as  some  appre- 
hend. For  the  state,  as  a  political  community,  was  not  then  m 
existence,  or  known  to  the  grantor ;  and  moreover,  the  very  words 
of  the  grant  expressly  exclude  such  a  position.  Congress  gave 
the  lands  to  the  university  of  Michifi^an.    The  act  uses  this  hm 

ipage,  viz :  '•  That  the  secretary  of  tne  treasury  reserve  fi'om  sale, 
or  the  use  of  the  university  of  Michigan,''  &c.  Not  to  the  ter- 
ritory— not  to  the  state— but  to  the  university.  Could  the  leps- 
lature  pass  a  taw  directing  the  sale  of  these  lands  at  a  fixed  pnoe, 
without  the  consent  and  against  the  express  remonstrance  of  the 
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university,  they  might  with  equal  propriety  appropriate  them  to 
an  internal  improvement  fund,  or  any  other  object  of  exclusive 
state  interest 

2d.  If  the  grant  is  to  the  university  of  Michigan,  and  such  a 
corporation  was  not  and  is  not  in  existence,  the  grant  reverts 
back  to  the  grantor ;  at  least,  the  state  is  not  such  propriet(Mr  as 
to  control  the  disposition  of  the  subject  matter. 

dd.  But  the  university  of  Michigan  is  a  corporation  legally 
created  by  the  competent  legislative  authority,  and  with  aU  the 
incidents  of  a  corporation — ^vide  the  act  of  governor  and  judges 
of  1821.  Hence,  then,  at  the  timeol  the  donation,  the  donee  was 
in  existence,  and  the  legal  recipient  of  the  congressional  grant 
The  title  has  only  been  changed  from  "  the  Trustees  of  the  uni- 
versity of  Michigan,"  to  that  of  *^  the  Regents  dT  the  universitv  of 
Michigan.''  Asa  corporation,  the  state  cannot  interfere  with  its 
rights — vide  the  Dartmouth  case. 

4th.  But,  if  the  corporation  of ''the  Regents  of  the  university 
of  Michigan,**  is  not  the  same  with  **  the  Trustees  of  the  universi* 
ty  of  Michigan,"  the  latter  is  still  in  existence,  and  is  the  true  and 
legal  owner  of  the  lands  in  question.  With  this  question,  the  ac- 
tual settler — ^the  wrong  doer — ^tbe  trespasser— can  have  nothing 
to  do.  It  is  a  matter  between  the  two  corporations;  and  the 
latter  has  met  within  a  year  and  transacted  coroorate  business^ 
transferring  to  the  former  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  university 
lands.  The  lands  have  been  reserved  from  sale,  pursuant  to  the 
direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  regularly  located,  and 
all  the  interest  of  the  United  States  transferred,  in  legal  manner, 
to  the  university  of  Michigan,  and  not  to  the  state.  This  reser- 
vation is  of  record — by  sections — regularly  approved  and  on  fife 
in  the  respective  land  offices  of  the  districts  in  which  the  lands  are 
situated. 

But  if  the  state  has  the  power,  has  the  legislature  the  right  to 
pass  this  bill  ?  It  provides  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  at  (81  25)  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre.  Is  such  a  provision  con- 
sistent with  the  constitutional  injunction  contained  in  the  fiflh  sec- 
tion of  article  ten  7  Is  it  a  measure  for  the  protection  and  improve- 
ment of  the  lands  ?  Is  it  providing  a  permanent  fund  for  the 
support  of  the  university  ?  But  I  will  not  trespass  on  that  holy 
ground,  so  often  and  so  foolishly  invoked  on  triflinff  matters,  or 
declaim  about  parliamentary  conscience — ^nor  would  1  quote  from 
Macklin. 

But  I  hold  that  these  actual  settlers,  in  nine  cases  out  oi  ten, 
are  but  the  concealed  shields  of  gambling  speculators,  employed 
for  the  unholy  purpose  of  plundering  the  public  treasure.  The 
meritorious  settler,  felling  the  forest  through  congressional  en- 
couragement, has  my  heart  and  good  will.  Is  there  such  on  the 
university  lands?  ROSS  WILKINS. 

April  2,  1839. 
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Whereas^  by  the  late  treaty  coDc)uded  atChicago^  oo  the  36th 
aod  27th  of  September^  1838,  the  Potawjitamie  Indians*  reajding  on 
the  la^^i  near  Niles^  in  the  territory  of  Michij^aa.  ceded  the  same. 
t^.the  United  Statesr  hot,  until  the  treaty  be  ratified  by  the  P/eai^t 
d^ot  and  Senate  of  the  United  Statesi  no  action  in  reiaijon  to  the 
lands  intended  to  be  ceded,  can  be  had,  and  should  the  saote  t^ 
ratified  by  the  eipreto  ierms  of  the  treaty,  the  Indiana  are  dot 
comp^ed  to  reaiove  for  three  y^r8»  nor  cnn  they  be  igterrupted 
in  the  possesrion*  oecupancy  or  enjoyment  of  the  said  lai!|d. . 

And  wbei:ea$»  under  an  errooeoua  impressioni  duodrir. individu- 
als have,  since  the.  date  of  the  said  treaty,  gone  upon*  tne  ^'  Carey- 
Mission,'*  property  which  is  included  ia  the  said  ceasion,!  a:iid  ard 
now  in  the  occupancy  of  the  houses  and  premises  thereto  appi^r- 
tainiagf  and  on  jrepresentation  of  the  facts  ifass  day,  by  George. 
B.  Forter»  Governor  of  the  Tenritory,  and  Sttperintendent  of 
Imfian  affairs  therein,/the  said  person!»  are  fully  satisfied  that  tfaey 
badnailher  right  nor  autbority  so  to  dcv  &:nd  may  be  coondeied 
as  trespassers,  and  are  willing  to  remove  therefrom.  Buias  ihete 
is  a  necessity  for  some  peoson  to  take  care  of  the  saki  praiiiijn», 
and  {wavent  "WaM  and  trespass  thereom  the  following  agreement 
has  b^n  made  between  the  said  George  B.  Porter  and  Benona 
W.  Finchtf  one  of  tte  persons  in  possession  as  aforesaid,  that  is  to 
say :  That  he,  the  said  Benona  W.  Finch,  shall  have  possession 
of  the  said  farm  and  premises,  until  the  first  day  of  April,  1835, 
on  which  day  he  will  remove  therefrom,  as  well  himself  as  all 
other  persons  who  may  reside  on  th9  premises  with  him,  within 
which  time  he  shall  repair  and  put  i a  good  order  the  said  premises 
by  all  necessary  feme»  and  cultivate  the  same  according  to  th€| 
rules  of  good  husbandry,  neither  committing  nor  suffering  to  be 
committed  any  waste  or  destruction  to  the  buildings,  fruit  trees, 
or  other  improvements  or  timber  land  thereon,  and  accounting 
regularly  as  the  crops  are  severed,  to  such  person  as  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  said  Greorge  B.  Porter,  or  to  himself,  for  a  fair  and 
equal  mc4ety  of  all  grain  which  nuty  be  raised  thereon*  The 
contract  beiogt  that  qae  half  of  the  crops  raised  arc  to  be  deliver- 
ed over  to  the  said  George  B.  Porter,  or  his  successor  in  office,  at 
the  proper  timOi  in  the  season*  either  at  the  village  of  Nilea,  or 
within  three  miles  thereof,  as  may  be  required.  During  the  whole 
of  which  time,  the  aaid  Benona  W.  Finch  is  not  to  permit  any 
person  or  persons  to  reside  upon  the  said  premises,  except  his 
brothersy  Moses  and  Nathaniel,  and  theur  families,  who  are  to  be 
employed  as  his  assistants  in  the  cultivation  of  the  said  famif 
and  who  are  to  remove  severally  from  the  premises  on  the  first 
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April,  1885,  M  aforesaid;  besides  which,  the  said  Benooa  W. 
Finch  agrees  to  use  the  utmost  of  his  endeavors  to  prevent  any 
trespass  or  depredations  from  being  committed  on  any  part  of  the 
reservation  ceded  as  aforesaid  at  the  late  treaty,  by  personal  at- 
tention to  the  same,  and  giving  immediate  information  of  any 
trespass,  depredation  or  intrusion  which  may  be  committed ;  anid 
for  the  present,  Jacob  Beeson,  Es^.,  of  Niles,  is  constituted  the 
officer  or  person  to  whom  all  such  infcn'mation  is  to  be  committed 
and  etven. 

'  It  neinf;  farther  understood^  that  if  in  the  delivery  of  the  moiety 
of  the  grain  raised  as  aforesaid,  in  the  bushel,  aoeording  to  the  in- 
tention of  this  lease*  at  Niles  or  within  three  miles  of  the  premises^ 
any  expense  be  incurred  by  ferriage,  the  amount  of  such  ferriage 
is  to  be  paid  by  the  said  George  B.  Porter,  or  cAmr  proper  officer 
of  the  United  States  government,  receiving  the  mm  as  aforesaid^ 
Signed  bnd  sealed  at  Niles,  in  the  territory  oTM ichtgan,  on  tfie 
80ih  November,  1983,  by  the  said  George  B.  Pbrter,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  government,  and  by  the  said  Benona  W. 
Fineh,  aitd  by  Pitt  Brown,  Bsq^,  wiio,  by  so  doin^,  agrees  to  be 
surety  for  the  full  compliance  and  fulfilment  of  this  l^se,  on  the 
part  of  the  said  Finch. 
Witness,  F.  B.  Murdock,  E.  Window. 

6.  B.  PORTER,  (Seek) 
B.  W.  FINCH,  (Seal.) 
PITT  BROWN,  (Seal.) 


(No.  33.) 

Report  of  the  Committee  to  investigate  the  affairs  of 
the  State  Prison. 

The  select  committee  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  proeeedii^ 
of  the  commissioners  on  the  state  penitentiary,  beg  leave  to  re* 
port 

That  the  commissioners  gare  as  a  reason  for  their  departing 
from  the  original  plan  of  the  building,  that  the  plan  adopted  by 
them  would  cost  less  than  the  original. 

The  committee,  after  an  examination  into  each  plan,  entertain 
the  same  opinion. 

The  committee  flilly  examined  the  work  now  done,  and  agree 
in  saying  that  wh.it  has  been  done,  (so  far  as  regards  the  prison,) 
is  well  done,  hut  at  present  useless  to  the  state,  in  consequence  of 
having  no  sufficient  roof  to  shelter  the  cells  from  storms,  thereby 
rendering  them  damp  and  unfit  for  use. 

The  number  of  cells  now  finished  is  thirty-four,  but  they  cao^ 
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not  be  used  for  the  reasons  before  mentionedy  the  ooosequeoce  of 
which  is,  prisoners  are  now  kept  in  a  wooden  building  prepared 
for  that  purpose,  that  with  small  expense  may  be  madS  to  accom- 
modate some  sixty  comfortably,  but  will  not  keep  them  as  safely 
as  we  could  desire. 

The  committee  would  recommend  that  an  appropriation  be 
made  by  the  le^slature  sufficient  to  carjj  up  and  roof  the  half 
block  01  cells  already  commenced,  and  nnisn  as  many  cells  as 
may  be  wanted  to  accommodate  the  convicts.  The  half  blocl^ 
when  finished,  will  accomnnodate  four  hundred  convicts  with 
cells,  and  cover  a  piece  of  ground  two  hundred  and  fifiy  feet  long 
by  fifty-seven  feet  wide. 

'  From  the  best  information  we  can  collect,  there  will  be  at  feast 
eighty  convicts  sent  there  within  a  short  time^  whose  labor  may 
do  much  toward  the  erection  of  said  building  ;  and  your  commit-  ' 
tee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  with  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  the  ' 
materials  on  hand  and  an  appropriation  of  sixty  thousand  dollars,* 
the  half  block  may  be  erected  and  roofed  as  before  mentioned^ 
and  as  many  of  the  ceils  finished  as  will  be  required  to  accom*. 
modate  and  secure  the  convicts.  We  would  therefore  recommend 
that  the  legislature  make  an  appropriation  of  the  above  named 
sum,  it  being,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  the  smallest  sum 
that  would  accomplish  the  object  contemplated. 

With  regard  to  the  building  of  the  keeper's  house,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  do  any 
tiling  towards  it,'neither  in  procuring  materials  or  otherwise. 

At  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1837,  '38,  there  was  an  ap- 
nropriation  of  820,000  .-nade  by  an  order  for  the  sale  of  state 
bonds  to  that  amount.  The  state  bank  purchased  the  bonds  at 
three  per  cent  premium,  which  sum,  together  with  ninety  days 
interest  then  dUe,  amounting  to  820,853,  was  placed  by  the  state 
bank  on  their  books  to  the  credit  of  the  commissioners  of  the  state 
penitentiary. 

It  will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  acting  com- 
missioner to  the  auditor  general,  dated  December  15,  1838,  that 
the  eommbsioners  have  expended  and  drawn  from  the  bank  dou- 
ble that  sum,  and  from  recent  investigation,  your  committee  was 
made  acquainted  with  the  &ct,  that  contracts  to  a  large  amouotv 
say  40  to  60,000  dollars  in  advance*  hare  been  entered  into,  and 
that  one  of  the  commissioners  is  engaged  therein,  as  contract«r» 
to  considerable  amount. 

It  will  be  found  by  the  foregoing  that  on  an  appropriatioD  of 
820,000,  the  commissioners  have  expended  over  840,000^  and 
contracted  to  expend  from  40  to  60,000  dollars  more. 

All  the  contracts  made,  ab  well  as  moneys  drawn  from  the 
bank,  have  been  made  and  done  by  them  as  state  officers,  the 
contractors  binding  themselves  and  their  successors  ia  offioci  and 
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lye  much  fear  that  difficulty  will  ^fm  therefrom  to  individMal 
contractors,  if  not  to  the  state.  We  therefore  unqualifiedly 
disapprove  of  the  same,  and  report  that  all  x\\e  contracts  over 
and  above  the  appropriation  formerly  made,  be  not  binding  upon 
the  next  acting  commissioner,  as  it  is  the  opinio;i  of  your  cofpoiit- 
tee  that  many  of  them  have  been  let  at  too  high  prices. 

We  would  recommend  that  the  stone  for  thp  ^pid  prison,  (ex- 
cept below  the  water  table  for  the  corners  and  Qropnfl  tl^e  doors 
of  the  main  building,)  be  only  hammer  dresj9^(|»  it  bein^  intended 
only  for  a  prison,  would  be  equally  rtrong^  aqd  we  believe  somp 
^5»00p  may  be  saved  to  the  ^tate  thereby. 

We  would  recommend,  also,  that  as  far  a^  i«  pn|cticable,  the 
labor  of  the  convict^  be  exclusively  i^pplicd  to  ((le  building  of  the 
prison. 

In  the  course  of  the  late  investigation,  your  coma)ittee  discov- 
ered that  most  of  the  labor  and  team  work  had  been  done  by  the 
day ;  the  team  labor  was  to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  dol- 
lars, a  ta  very  high  price,  and  mostly  done  by  one  of  the  commis- 
sioners. Although  circumstances  (for  a  short  time)  might  have 
rendered  it  necessary  to  pay  such  pric^,  we  are  sorry  to  find  ll^e 
example  set  by  one  that  had  charge  of  the  work.  We  would 
therefore  recommend  that  no  officer  naviiig  charge  of  any  public 
work  be  permitted  to  take  or  parlicipale  in  any  contact*  aud  thai 
in  all  cases  it  be  prevented  by  law. 

Your  committee  learned  that  the  acting  commissioner^  almost 
immediately  after  the  formation  of  the  board,  left  this  atate  qb 
official  business,  and  was  detained  thereby  until  after  most  of  the 
expenditures  had  been  made,  which,  we  are  of  opiqiont  has  been 
the  cause  of  much  derangement  in  the  business  and  aqts  of  said 
board,  as  from  his  character  for  honesty,  integrity  and  knowledgis 
of  business  of  this  kind,  at  least  some  of  your  committee  cannot 
but  believe  that  if  he  had  been  at  home  to  attend  to  the  business 
himself,  things  would  have  appeared  diiiferent. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted 

SANDS  McCAMLY, 
TOWN^END  E.  GIDt^EY. 
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Report  of  the  Coipinjtt.ee  on  Claims,  relative  to  the 
claims  of  the  estate  of  the  late  Hiram  Ahlen. 

The  comrnitlee  on  claims,  lo  whom  was  referred  the  claims  of 
the  estate  of  the  late  Hiram  Alden,  together  with  the  reports  of 
the  select  committee  of  the  Senate  and  Auditor  General,  relative 
thereto,  would  respectfully  report. 

That  from  an  examination  of  said  claims  and  acGompanyiiig 
reports,  it  appears  that  from  the  seventh  day  of  May  uj>  to  the 
26th  day  of  r^ovember,  in  the  year  1838,  the  said  Hixam  Alden 
acted  as  one  of  the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement :  that 
immediately  on  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  he  was  apr 
pointed  auditor  of  accounts,  agreeably  to  the  provisioned  of  the 
act  for  the  regulation  of  internal  improvement,  &c.,  approved 
March  21st,  1837 ;  in  which  capacity  he  acted  until  the  thirte^th 
day  of  June  following,  when  he  was  appointed  actiqg  comnfiif* 
sioner  upon  the  central  railroad,  and  continued  in  charfl;e  of  Um^ 
same  until  the  time  of  his  death,  qn  the  26th  of  November  tfore^ 
said.  By  the  report  of  the  select  committee  of  the  Senate,  ii 
appears  that  said  Alden  has  received  pay  for  his  ^rvicea  aa  act* 
ing  commissioner,  from  the  I4lh  day  of  June  to  the  13th  Nov.* 
but  that  for  all  services  rendered  previous  to  the  said  14th  of  Jumk 
and  subseauent  to  the  13th  of  November,  nothing  has  been  paU 
either  to  the  s^id  Hiram  Alden  in  his  Ufetime,  or  to  his  lefal 
representatives,  since  his  death,  which  said  last  menUoqed  servi- 
ces are  embraced  in  the  claims  now  before  your  GQmn)ittB& 

From  the  report  of  the  Auditor  Generi^K  it  appears  that  9aid 
claims  were  presented  to  him  for  adjustment,  and  their  allow* 
ance  refused  on  the  ground  that  no  charge  for  servicer  lender^ 
as  auditor  of  accounts  was  admissible,  under  the  ^ct  of  April 
6lh,  1838.  In  regard  to  services  rendered  subsequent  to  the 
seventeenth  day  of  Novomber,  the  said  Auditor  General  also  re« 
fused  any  allowance,  that  being  the  day  the  said  Alden  was  taken 
ill,  and  ever  after  unable  to  attend  to  the  regular  duties  of  his 
office. 

In  order  to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  in  relation  to  the 
propriety  and  justice  of  said  claims*  your  committee  have  exam- 
ined the  several  acts  referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Auditor 
General,  together  with  such  others  as  they  conceived  might  have 
anv  relation  to  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  after  mature 
deliberation,  are  inclined  tp.  t)ie  opinios  that  it  wat  thf^i^teotiMief 
the  legislature  by  the  act  of  April  6th,  1838,  virtually  to  abolirii 
the  office  of  auditor  to  the  board  asd  transfer  the  duties  originally 
de^Ivii^  upon  that  effieer  by  the  act  of  MarQh  21st9  1837,  to 
the  Atldilov  General. 
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Such,  however,  is  the  peculiar  phraseology  of  said  act,  and  so 
conflicting  are  many  of  the  provisions  thereof,  that  y oar  commit* 
tee  can  readily  conceive  that  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  may 
have  existed  between  the  Auditor  General  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  commissioners  of  internal  improvement  on  the  other,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  respective  duties  under  the  same*  In  relation,  how- 
ever, to  the  particular  i  rem  of  charge  now  under  consideration,  it 
does  not  appear,  nor  is  your  committee  in  any  way  informed  what 
portion  of  time  the  said  Alden  was  employed  in  auditing  accounts. 
The  charge  is  14  days  services  as  commissioner  and  auditor.  In 
view  therefore  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  inasmuch 
as  your  committee  believe  said  services  to  have  been  rendered  in 
good  faith,  and  under  the  impression  that  the  same  were  duly 
authorized  and  required  by  law.  they  would  recommend  that  for- 
ty-two dollars,  (the  sum  charged  therefor)  be  allowed.  In  regard 
to  so  much  of  said  claim  as  refers  to  services  rendered  subsequent 
to  the  17th  of  November,  the  day  of  confinement  of  the  said 
Hiram  Alden,  your  committee  are*  credibly  informed,  that  the 
said  Alden  did  continue  to  do  business  at  his  room,  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  up  to  the  very  day  of  his  death,  and  that  out  door  as- 
sistance was  also  rendered  him  in  performance  of  his  duties  as 
commissioner,  and  for  which  no  extra  charge  has  ever  been  pre- 
ferred against  the  state.  Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  the  claim  made  for  such  services  is  just,  and  should  also  be 
paid. 

In  addition  to  the  claim  for  services  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
your  committee  are  further  of  opinion,  that  a  sufficient  allowance 
should  be  made  the  estate  of  the  said  Hiram  Alden,  to  cover  the 
expenses  attendant  upon  the  last  sickness,  including  funeral  charg- 
es of  the  said  Hiram  Alden.  Which  said  several  claims  hereby 
recommended  'for  allowance,  amount  in  the  whole  to  9405  50, 
and  ibr  authorizing  the  payment  of  which  your  committee  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill 


(No.  35.) 

Report  of  the  Attorney  General,  relative  to  the  Far- 
mers' and  Merchants'  Bank  of  St  Joseph,  at 
Centerville. 

7b  the  LegiiUMre  ef  the  State  €f  Michigan. 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  Hoase  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  thirteenth  of  February  last,  "  requesting  the 
Attorney  General  of  this  state  to  transmit  to  the  le^latare  his 
opinion  as  to  the  corporate  existence  of  an  institution  purporting 
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to  be  '  The  PanBert"  «nd  Aferchants'  BftHk  of  St  Jc0eph«'  at 
Geoterville,  whether  said  institution  is  amenable  to  the  provinoos 
of  the  general  banking  law  of  this  states  and  what  further  legis* 
latioD,  if  any,  is  required  to  afford  a  proper  remedy  to  the  billboJd* 
en  and  creditors  of  said  institution*"  I  have  the  honor  to  make 
the  following  report : 

The  history  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St.  Jo- 
•eph,  at  Centerville,  or  as  it  has  been  familiarly  caUed  "*  the  mi 
doffT  is  concisely  as  follows  : 

The  noticd  tor  its  organization*  it  is  believed*  was  originally 
ordered  to  be  published  by  some  of  the  citixeas  of  St  Joaeph 
county*  but  about  the  time  operations  were  to  be  commenoed,  a 
'^financier,"  who  had  already  acquired  considerable  experience  in 
the  science  of  banking,  and  who  then  controlled  a  manufactory 
of  the  moH  approved  material  for  establishipg  banks*  boppened 
to  pass  that  way*  and  having  bis  implements,  to  wit :  specie  eef 
t^aies^  memorandum  checks^  ^  4^.,  all  ready,  he  sucoeeded 
in  convincing  the  original  publi^ers  of  the  notice  so  fully  of  his 
auperior  skill  in  financiering*  that  the  whole  management  of  the 
concern  was  at  once  given  up  to  him.  and  thus  the  public  are  in*i 
debted  to  William  S.  Stevens  of  Detroit,  for  the  specimen  of 
**beUer  eurrena^  afforded  by  the  bills  of  the  *^Parmen^  and  Mer* 
chanU^  bank,  at  Cen^emOe." 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  the  engravings  were  executed 
and  at  first  designed  for  a  bank  at  the  village  of  St  Joseph*  in 
the  county  of  Berrien ;  but  for  some  reason  meori£;ioal  intentioQ 
of  the  managing  ''financier*  was  abandoned,  and  the  notes  or 
hills  of  the  ''Farmers'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St  Joseph"  were 
niade  to  hail  from  "  Centerville,"  by  the  impression  of  the  name 
of  that  village  in  red  ini  on  the  face  of  the  bills,  and  from  this 
circumstance  the  bank  derived  its  comomen  of  "  red  dog!*  a 
name  ijiven  to  it  perhaps  as  a  term  of  reproach  by  aome  other 
^^experienced  financier^  who  deemed  his  peculiar  province  en- 
croached upon  in  the  "getting  up"  of  this  bank*  fromt  he  fact  that 
the  materials  used  were  not  manufactured  at  the  usual  mint. 

Unfortunately,  however*  for  this  scheme  of  fraud,  even  the 
forms  of  law  were  not  observed  as  in  most  other  cases ;  the  usual 
certificate  not  haviqg  been  obtained  from  the  county  ofiicers  that 
the  managers  had  complied  with  the  preliminaries  required  by  law* 
before  issuing  their  paper  promise^  the  legitimate  representative 
of  their  "specie  certificate  basis."  So  anxious  was  this  "  ex- 
perienced financier"  to  exhibit  to  the  world  his  specimen  of  a 
bank  founded  entirely  upon  the  "credit  system,"  and  capable  of 
an  indefinite  expansion,  without  the  fictitious  aid  of  a  siime  dol- 
lar in  specie,  that  the  first  notice  which  the  public  had  of  his 
benevolent  intentions  to  furnish  a  circulating  medium  for  their 
benefit,  was  the  presentation  of  the  notes  or  oills  of  the  bank  in 
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iMiyMMof  hto  oWd  debts,  6r  in  die  pilMhaed  of  ptbp&tty  fat  the 
jMirpase  of  *'ipecol«tion,*  the  milder  term  used  HI  the  pteneM 
time  to  designate  a  genteel  robbery. 

By  reference  to  an  official  tetter  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Fita^^ 
rald«  a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  utimistd,  dated  Mareh  5th,  1689^ 
it  will  be  perceived  that  although  there  wei^  thirteen  imrportaQi 
panidolars  in  which  the  managers  of  the  beink  (so  ci^lled)  had 
foisted  and  outraged  the  laws  under  which  they  pretended  io 
act,  yet  at  that  time  they  had  already  afibrdedcoinmum'Cy  ^  *^t* 
cokrting  mediiim''  to  the  amcMinl  of  nineteen  thousfand  eight  han- 
dred  and  sixty  deltoid,  the  greatest  pail  of  wtnieh,  it  is  believed, 
had  been  circulated  and  "  palmed  oft*  by  the  prfM^ipal  '<  fioaiAf- 
cier." 

At  the  time  the  above  exanliinatiori  was  made  by  Col.  Fitz^ 
rlild,  no  certificate  had  been  obtained  by  the  operators  id  the  bank 
frwn  the  connty  officers,  and  the  law  had  beeft  so  emire4f  4ht^ 
garded  and  Violated,  that  it  was  deemed  impossible  to  sustain  any 
proceedmg  against  them  as  a  Corporarlon,  and  no  bill  in  obtfAcery 
wad  ther^or e  filed  ;  but  tbose  who  held  tfaehr  notes  were  advised 
to  proceed  against  the  individuals  concerned,  ki  ovder  to  cc^^l 
the  amocrnt  doe  on  said  notes  or  bills* 

9ubs»fient  to  that  time,  however,  the  principal  '*  finailblbr,^ 
William  S.  Stevens,  made  another  effort  to  carry  info  efeet  (Me 
object  (which  it  is  supposed)  he  had  orfginalfy  ifr  view,  naimeiy, 
to  famish  himself,  and  others^  who  were  interested)  With  tlie 
means  of  esnrryitig  on  their  specutations. 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  object,  a>  new  selection  of  dhn^e^rli 
and  officen  Was  made,  and  a  new  organization  was  attempii^ 
under  the  amendment  to  the  general  banking  law,  approved 
December  3^h,  1837.  But  at  this  time  a^so  the  operators  w^re 
ill  too  great  hiiste  to  get  their  bills  in  circulation,  to  tkhe'  the 
course  marked  out  by  the  law,  for  instead  of  waiting  until  fhe 
afikirs  had  been  examined  by  a  Bank  Commissbner,  ami  hts^eer-* 
tiicate  hnd  been  obtained,  a>s  is  required  by  the  ^rixteenth  seciioo 
of  the  amendment  above  referred  to^  the  directors,  immedialelv 
upon  being  qualified,  made  out  the  certificate  required  by  the  7th 
section,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  annexed,)  and  filed  the  same 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale  on  the  13lh  day  of  M«¥6hv 
1888.  This  was  done  too  in  reckless  disregard  and  violacioif  of 
every  essential'  prerequisite  of  the  stBtute  under  which  they  prcM> 
fessed  to  be  acting.  No  specie  was  paid'in  aUd  possessed  by  said 
bank.  No  actual  capital  was  provided,  (though  it>  is  daid  about 
five  or  six  thousand  dollars  in  specie  belonging  to  the  Glinton* 
canal  bank,  left  Detroit  for  Centervltle,  under  the  charge  of  Wii^ 
liam  S.  Stevens,  but  was  returned  in  a  few  days. ) 

Nevertheless,  they  were  ready  to  issue  bills  once  more,  andtto 
doobt  fully  believed  that  they  had  taken  all  the  neoesaaiy  cuea^ 
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.<98)  SQch  a9  the  publication  of  newspaper  puflik,  noticea^  ftc. 
dec.  to  ensure  a  ready  reception  of  their  ^prectoos  paper  promi* 
ses,"  thrown  forth  into  the  worki,  a  lie  upon  their  very  mce,  as 
they  purported  to  be  upon  a  bank,  which  had,  in  truth,  no  legal 
existence,  and  which  never  possessed,  it  is  believed,  one  oent  of 
real  capital,  and  which  had  nothing]to  sustain  it  but  the  sublimated 
effrontery  and  fraud  of  its  principal  founders. 

By  reference  to  tho  copy  of  a  bond  hereto  annexed,  from  Wil- 
liam S.  Stevens,  to  Thomas  W.  Langlev,  it  will  be  seen  that 
there  was  thrown  into  circulation  about  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
over  twenty-one  thousand  of  which  went  through  the  hands  of 
Stevens ;  it  is  hoped  that  this  is  the  extent  to  which  the  public 
were  defrauded,  although  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  the  whole 
circulation  has  not  yet  oeen  ascertained. 

To  meet  this  circulation,  there  is  the  bond  of  Stcveosy  which 
has,  as  I  am  inforiped*  been  sued  by  Langley ;  some  assets  and 
some  real  estate  securities,  the  amount  and  value  of  which,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  ascertein,  but  even  some  of  these  securities,  as 
I  am  informed,  were  obtained  by  said  Stevens,  from  individuals 
ttoC  connected  with  or  concerned  in  the  hanky  in  consequence  of 
false  representations. 

Such  is  succinctly  the  history  of  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants' 
bank  of  St.  Joseph,  at  Centerviiie,  and  from  the  facts  disclosed^  I 
come  to  the  folbwing  conclusions : 

1st.     That  the  bank  never  had  a  corporate  existence. 

3d.  That  ahhough  the  bank  never  became  a  corporation,  yeU 
as  those  engaged  in  ^getting  it  up,*^  held  out  to  the  putkio  that  their 
proceedings  wore  had,  and  their  bills  and  notes  issued,  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  amend  an  iict  entitled  **Ad 
net  to  organize  and  regulate  banking  associations,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  they  are  estopped  from  objecting  that  they  are  not 
bound  by  its  provisions,  and  are  therefore  amenable  to  all  its 
penalties,  and  liable  in  their  individual  capacities,  in  the  order  and 
to  the  full  extent  provided  by  that  act. 

9d.  To  meet  the  circumstances  of  this  ease,  and  provide  the 
best  possible  remedy  for  those  who  have  been  defrauded*  I  would 
respectfully  suggest  the  passage  of  a  law  providing,  first,  that 
all  persons  who  shall  withhold  any  securities  which  may  have 
been  executed  in  this,  or  any  oth^  case  under  the  provision  of 
the  general  banking  law,  from  any  person  or  officer  duly  autho^ 
riaed  to  demand  and  receive  the  same,  shall,  upon  coniriction 
thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  high  misdemeanor,  and  shali  be  pun- 
jshabie  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both,  at  the  iKscretion  or  the 
court. 

Secondly,  That  the  Chancellor  should  be  authorized  to  appoint 
ft  receiver  for  the  purpose  of  taking  chai^ge  of  the  property  and 
effects,  aad  *'  winding  up**  the  affairs  of  the  Panaer^  mod  lit 
6G 
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cbaotfl'  bank  of  St.  Josepht  at  CenterviUe*  (io  called^  whioh  ro* 
ceiver  should  possess  all  the  power  aod  ^utlioiity,  and  be  subject 
to  tl^  same  liabilities  as  in  other  cases,  and  who  should  be  appoiot^ 
ed  upon  the  application  of  the  Attorney  Generals  by  bill  or  peti* 
tion  to  be  filed  tor  that  purpose. 

All  of  which  is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  MOREY. 
Attorney  GbieroZ,  MichtgatL 


Copy  of  iMer  of  Thrnnoi  Fitzgerald^  Bank  Commimoner. 
CMtDOter,  Branch  Co.,  March  5p  1838. 
To  Fbtsk  Mobbt,  Esq., 

Attorney  General  of  the  State  qf  Michigan. 

Sir — ^Enclosed  I  transmit  you  the  statement  of  William  Foslery 
president  of  the  Farmers'  anid  Merchants'  bank  of  St  Joseph,  at 
Centerville,  showing  the  condition  of  that  bank,  on  the  8d  insteol; 
and  supported  by  his  affidavit,  by  which  you  mil  perceive  that 
they  have  not  one  dollar  in  specie  on  hand ;  that  their  indebted- 
ness is  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars,  exclusivte 
of  their  circulation,  and  their  circulation  nineteen  thousand  «g^ 
hundred  and  sixty. 

I  would  state  to  you,  officially,  that  on  the  dd  instant,  I  made 
a  personal  examination  of  that  institution!  with  the  aid  (rf*  its  pre- 
sident, (the  only  officer  I  saw»)  and  ascertained  it  to  be  an  unlaw- 
ful and  unsafe  Institution,  for  these  reasons,  to  wit  3 

1st  Said  bank  was  or^nised  and  went  into  operatioB  since 
the  10th  of  January  last,  without  complying  with  tne  5th  sectioQ 
of  the  general  banking  law,  approved  dec^nber  30, 1887,  which 
requires  thirty  per  cent  of  the  capital  stock  to  be  paid  in,  in  ape- 
cie,  before  commencing  operations. 

3d.  More  than  two  thirds  of  the  capital  stock  appeared  to  be 
owned  by  persons  who  are  not  residents  of  the  county  where  said 
bank  is  located,  and  transacts  its  business. 

dd.  The  provisions  and  requirements  of  the  6th  sectioa  of 
said  law,  have  not  been  complied  with,  in  regard  to  the  seomri- 
ttes. 

4tb.  The  requirements  of  the  7th  section  of  said  hw  have 
not  been  complied  with. 

5th.  The  6th  section  of  .said  law  has  not  been  oompiied  with 
by  said  bank,  but  has  been  disre^rded  in  every  particular. 

0th.  Although  no  part  of  said  capital  stock  was  paid-in  spe* 
cie,  as  required  bv  law,  yet  the  bank  has  issued  and  put  in  circu- 
lation,  nineteen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty  doUars  oijSm 
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notaa,  as  money,  in  violatioa  of  the  thirteenth  aectioQ  of  said  law. 
which  limits  them,  in  their  issues  and  circulation,  to  twice  and  a 
\m\f  of  its  capital  stock  then  paid  in  and  actually  possessed* 

7th.  No  certificate  was  obtained  from  a  Bank  Commissioner, 
as  required  by  the  16th  section  ;  nor  can  it  be  ascertained  that 
the  oath  required  of  directors,  in  said  section,  or  the  bonds  or  se- 
curities therein  named,  have  been  attended  to. 

8th.  The  large  amount  loaned  to  the  directors,  is  in  vidatioa 
of  the  24th  section  of  the  general  banking  law. 

9th.  The  whole  amount  of  notes  issued  by  said  bank  has  been, 
since  the  lOtb  of  January  last,  and  without  any  indorsement  by 
a  Bank  Commissioner,  in  direct  violation  of  the  forty-first  section 
of  said  law. 

10th.  The  amount  in  bills  of  other  banks  now  on  haod» 
amounting  to  91,113,  is  of  the  most  uncurrent  paper  in  the  state^ 
at  present 

11th.  The  only  evidence  of  the  debts  due  the  bank,  are  the 
receipts  of  sundrjr  individuals,  most  of  whom  appear  to  be  dunec* 
tors,  and  the  certificate  of  deposite  in  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  the 
president  of  which  is  among  the  princijpal  stockholders,  and  ap- 
pears to  be  one  of  the  chief  managers  ot  this  institution. 

12th.  No  securities  appear  to  have  been  filed  or  recorded  in 
the  register's  office  of  St.  Joseph  county,  nor  could  the  president 
of  the  bank,  (Mr.  Foster,)  furnish  me  with  any  evidence  that  any 
securities  whatsoever  had  been  lawfully  executed  and  recordedt 
as  reauired  by  law. 

18th.  I  consider  the  whole  operations  of  the  bank,  such  as  to 
destroy  all  further  claim  to  public  confidence,  and  that  the  honor 
of  the  state  and  the  interests  of  the  public  imperiously  demand 
that  it  be  **  wound  up^'*  in  the  shortest  possible  oMmnor,  and  that 
thepeofde  be  put  upon  their  guard  agamst  further  imposition. 

It  either  of  my  associates  are  in  Detroit,  you  will  please  show 
them  this  letter,  that  the  subject  of  the  fifteen  thousand  dollar 
certificate  of  the  Clinton  canal  bank,  may  receive  their  special 
attention* 

I  would  have  waited  for  Mr.  Foster,  the  new  president  of  the 
bank,  to  obtain  security  under  the  8th  section  of  the  general 
banking  law,  as  he  promised  to  do  within  ten  days,  (if  possible,) 
but  I  am  of  opinion  that  they  will  not  ^ive  security,  Uiat  much  of 
their  notes  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  their  agents  for  exchange  and 
other  purposes,  and  that  they  should  not  be  permitted  to  have 
time  to  pass  it  off  and  defraud  the  public. 

Respectfully  your  ob't  serv't, 

THOMAS  FITZGERALD, 
Bank  Canmhtio/ntt. 
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(Cm-) 

Statb  c»  Michiqaiv,  ) 
St.  Joseph  County.    )  ^ 

We,  the  undersigned,  president,  directore,  stockhoidersi  do  heo&- 
by  certify  that  ao  association  has  been  fornoed  according  to  tbo 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **  an  act  to  organize  and  r^ulato 
banking  associations,"  approved  March  15th»  1837 ;  aiso^  an  act 
amendatory  to  said  act,  approved  Dec  SO,  1837 ;  and  that  the 
capital  stock  of  such  association  is  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
said  bank  is  k^o^n  and  described  as  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants' 
bank  of  St  Joseph,  located  at  Centsrville  in  said  county^  and 
that  we  further  certify  that  we  have  complied  with  the  requioh 
tioQS  of  the  aboye  named  act. 
Jkkd  al  CewUrwik,  March  l^th,  1838. 

THOS.  W.  LANGLEY, 
WM.  F.  MOSELEY, 
DANIEL  HOGAN, 
W.  S.  STEVENS, 
A.  C.  HUBBARD, 
JAMES  VAN  BUREN, 
WM.  a  BROWN, 
ADAMS  WAKEMAN. 
rUed  Mmch  33d,  1888. 


Jbiic\eB  of  ^tgreemeni  made  tmd  concluded  thie  fourth  day  of 
AfrU,  A.  3.  1838,  by  and  between  William  &  Stevens,  4^  the 

.'  tU^^Detrok^  of  the  ftr$t  part,  and  Thomas  W,  Langimtif 
Sl  JasqA  county,  Jfio^gxiii,  t/ the  second  part,  u>itne$setA: 

That  whereas,  the  said  Stevens  has  at  various  tinoes  bad  from 
dike  "Fanners'  and  Merchants'  bank  of  St.  Joseph,"  at  Cenler- 
ville,  the  following  sums  of  money :  One  sum  of  $3,500,  for 
the  which  his,  the  said  Stevens'  chock  is  now  on  file,  among  the 
papers  of  said  bank ;  also,  the  sun?  of  84.240,  signed  and  deh'< 
yered  to  hira,  by  Wm.  Foster  and  A.  C.  Hubbard,  as  president 
and  cashier  ;  also,  subsequently  and  lastly,  the  sum  of  eight  thou- 
sand dollars,  on  or  about  the  seventeenth  day  of  March,  which 
faid  last  tnentioned  sum  was  signed  by  Thomas  W.  Landey,  as 
president*  of  said  bank,  and  which  it  was  expressly  understood 
was  not  to  be  put  in  circulation  or  to  be  without  the  control  of 
said  Sleven»^whtch  said  sums  above  mentioned  amount  to  the 
sum  of  915,740;  add  to  which  the  sums  following,  which  were 
had  from  the  said  bank  by  the  following  persons :  To  David  H 
Porter,  •1,000 ;  Langley  Bruce,  •1,500;  W.  W.  Gitt,  91,500 
Messrs.  ^^Johnson^  Lowe  and  Davis,"  the  sum  of  91,600-^10  al 
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together,  the  sum  of  twen^-one  thousand  three  hundred  and  for- 
ty dollars,  which  has  been  had  from  said  institution,  by  and 
through  the  said  Stevens. 

Now  the  said  Stevens  doth  hereby  bind  himself,  under  a  penal- 
ty of  double  the  amount  so  out,  to  redeem  and  pay  into  the  said 
bank,  within  twenty  days  hereof,  the  above  sums,  either  in  bills 
of  tt^  said  aforementioned  bank,  or  in  current  funds  that  will  be 
received  in  exchange  for  said  bills,  when  the  said  Stevens  shall 
be  entitled,  or  the  owners  thereof,  to  take  up  the  securities  ren- 
dered to  the  state  of  Michigan,  in  conformity  to  law,  and  which 
were  submitted  to  the  Judges  who  examined  the  securities  of  said 
bank.  It  is  also  fully  understood,  that  said  Stevens  is  to  be  ac- 
credited on  account  of  the  beforementioned  sums,  the  sum  of 
91,250,  the  same  having  been  paid  to  the  cashier,  for  the  use  of 
the  bank. 

The  said  Wm;  S.  Stevens  doth  also  hereby  bind  himself  to  pay 
the  said  Langley,  a  further  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  as  a 
compensation  for  the  winding  up  the  concerns  of  said  bank,  and 
on  tne  payment  as  aforementioned,  of  the  sums  aforementionedt 
the  aaid  Lanfi^ley  will  give  to  said  Stevens,  a  full  and  entire  release 
of  responsibilities  on  account  of  said  institution,  there  being  In 
addition  to  the  foregoing  sums,  seven  thousand  dollars  in  circu- 
latk)n»  or  in  the  hands  of  the  bank  or  its  agents,  which  latter  sum 
the  said  Langley  doth  assume  the  responsibility  and  collection  of, 
acocrdiBig  to  agreement  It  is  fully  and  perfectly  understood  by 
and  between  the  said  Langley  and  Stevens,  that  when  the  said 
JStevens  ^hall  have  paid  the  sums  aforementioned,  that  he  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  evidences  of  debt  given  to  the  bank  for  the 
aJbrementioned  persons,  as  well  as  all  securities  rendered ;  also» 
a  certain  note  now  In  bank,  signed  W.  S*  Stevens,  Thomas  W. 
Langley,  and  Daniel  Hogan,  shall  be  given  and  destroyed  by  the 
signers  thereof.  It  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  said  Lang- 
ley and  Stevens,  that  the  time  shall  be  extended  from  twenty  to 
sixty  days,  for  the  redemption  of  the  paper  aforementioned,  and 
settlement  of  the  affairs  of  said  bank- 

TSigned]  W.  S.  STEVENS. 

THOS.  W.  LANGLEY. 
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(No.  36.) 

Report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  settle  the  claims 
of  the  state  against  Ihe  Michigan  State  Bank. 

Hon.  Edward  Mundy,  President  of  the  Senate : 

Dbar  Sib — The  undersigned,  in  pursuance  of  an  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  authorize  a  settlennent  with  the  Michigan  State  Bank,** 
approved  on  the  tenth  inst.,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  haFe 
waited  upon  the  officers  of  that  bank,  and  have  received  from 
them  a  statement  of  their  accounts  with  the  state,  which  agrees 
with  that  of  the  State  Treasurer,  and  the  balance  due  the  several 
funds  this  day  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Funds  for  buildings,  9449  75 

Internal  improvement  fund,  *  364,822  17 

Henry  Howard,  treasurer,  6,132  43 

Primary  scliool  fund,  4,730  88 

Sinking  fund,  75,816  27 

Marshall  and  Allegan  railroad  company,  60,000  OO 

Contingent  fund,  '  1,197  02 

Bank  fund,  1,891  73 

Whole  amount,  9514,540  25 

To  which  the  bank  claim  they  have  in  part  equitable  offsets  as 
follows : 

Advances  to  Jas.  B.  Hunt,  Commissioner,  f28,003  71 

do.     .    D.  C.  McKinstry,    do  1,912  80 

do.        John  D.  Pierce,  Sup.  Pub.  Insfn,  9,187  73 

da        Porter  and  Gibson,  Com.  State  Prison,      23,358  37 

do.        H.  Alden,  Acting  Commissioner,  912  30 

do.        Levi  S.  Humphrey,  Commissioner,  2,115  35 

Safety  fund  notes  on  hand,  28,753  63 

Pay  advanced  by  fiscal  agent  to  members  of  the 

present  legislature,  about  9»600  00 

Moneys  advanced  to  Jno.  S.  Bagg,  state  printer, 
authorized  by  law,  and  to  come  out  of  his  appropri- 
atioDS,  '  11,500  00 

They3  also  propose  a  transfer  of  part  of  the  am't 
standing  to  the  credit  of  Marshall  and  Allegan  rail- 
road company*  already  paid  to  the  Calhoun  county 
bank,  by  their  giving  security  to  the  state,  60|000  00 

•165,243  88 


Leaving  a  balance  of  •349,296  37 

The  undersigned  found  that  this  mode  of  settlement  involved 

questions  which  were  not  Intimately  under  the  act,  in  their 

opinion,  within  the  scope  of  their  powets  and  duties,  at  the  act 
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coot^nj^tes  a  fetdeQienl  with  no  one  bat  the  honk,  and  the 
allowftnce  of  the  several  items  to  the  bank  woold  virtually  be  an 
allowance  of  them  by  the  state  to  the  several  individoais  against 
whom  they  stand  charged  on  the  boobs  of  the  bank. 

The  bank  allcwe  tbiBit  they  have  a  just  and  equitable  claim 
agaiost  the  state  tor  the  foregoing  enumerated  items  of  advances 
made  to  diflferent  state  officers. 

The  undersigned,  upon  inquiry  of  the  officers  of  the  bank  and 
Mr.  Hunt,  learn  that  advances  to  hinit  as  Commissioner,  occur- 
red in  the  following  manner :  Under  a  law,  the  former  board  of 
commiasioners  of  internal  improvement  allowed  the  acting  com- 
missioners to  have  in  their  hands  any  amount  of  money  not  ex- 
ceeding forty  thousand  dollars  at  any  one  time,  to  be  expended 
upon^  public  works,  and  whenever  the  board  audited  their  ac» 
counts  they  had  the  amount  passed  to  the  credit  of  such  actioff 
commissioner  upon  the  books  of  the  bank  in  general  account,  and 
he  was  permitted  to  draw  till  that  was  drawn  out,  and  if  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  public  works,  the  bank  did  not  refuse  to  pay 
the  draft  of  such  commissioner  after  (he  fund  so  credited  had  been 
exhausted 

The  officers  of  the  bank  say  that  upon  this  subject  they  fre* 
quently  applied  to  the  board  for  instructions  what  to  do^  and  inva- 
riably received  for  answer,  to  continue  to  pay  their  checks,  and 
it  would  be  all  right,  whenever  the  board  met,  which  was  at  that 
time  seldom* 

On  the  6th  April,  1888,  Mr.  Hunt  had  overdrawn  his  account 
forty-nine  thousand  dollars,  upon  which  day  the  board  audited  his 
accounts  and  gave  him  a  warrant  for  thirty-thousand  dollars ; 
and  on  the  7th  April  one  for  twenty  thousand  dollars  more ;  he 
still  continuing  to  draw  as  usual. 

In  February,  1838,  Mr.  Howard,  the  Treasurer  of  State,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  legislature,  gave  the  board 
notice  that  he  had  placed  in  the  bank  in  special  deposite  to  the 
credit  of  the  internal  improvement  fund,  some  safety  fund  money 
amounting  to  87,224  84.  The  board,  by  resolution,  authorized 
it  to  be  loaned,  and  gave  Mr.  Hunt  a  warrant  for  five  thousand 
dollars  of  it,  charging  his  account  upon  the  books  of  the  board 
with  that  amount,  which  he  loaned  to  6.  W.  Williams,  for  the 
Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac.  At  a  subsequent 
time  Mr.  Wbittemore,  of  Pontiac,  for  the  Bank  of  Oakland,  bor- 
rowed five  hundred  dollars,  and  Mr.  Williams  two  hundred  and 
thirty-four  dollars;  afterwards  Williams  again  took  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  a^n  one  thousand.  Mr.  Whittemore  again  applied 
to  Mr.  Hunt  for  more,  and  he  gave  him  a  check  for  five  thousand^ 
but  he  could  select  only  twenty-five  hundred  that  would  answer 
his  purpose.  On  the  21st]March,  F.  H.  Steevens  borrowed  of 
Mr.  Hunt  two  thousand  dollars  of  Clinton  canal  money,  and  gave 
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fahf  Mte  psyabid  in  one  year  from  its  date,  ift  good  fbmfa^  wfth 
interest  6.  W.  Wiilianis  took  one  thousand  dollars  on  the  same 
day,  of  the  same  kind  of  paper,  upon  like  terms,  so  that  upon  re- 
capitulation it  will  be  found  that  Mr.  Hunt  loaned  to  G.  W. 
Williams,  for  the  Farmers'  and  Mechanics'  bank  of  Pontiac, 

»l  1,234 
To  Mr.  Whittemore,  for  bank  of  Oakland,  8,000 

F.  H.  Stcevens,  in  Clibton  canal  money,  2,000 

G,  W*  WilliahiSf  on  bis  private  account,  1,000 


Whole  amount  of  money  loaned,  917,234 

for  five  thousand  dollars  of  which  he  had  the  order  and  warrant 
of  the  board,  and  the  balance  of  twelve  thousand  two  hundred 
and  thirty-four  dollars  was  loaned  without  such  warrant,  and  was 
not  carried  into  his  general  account  till  some  time  during^ the  sum* 
roer.  Mr.  Hunt  says  he  was  told  by  Mr.  Howard,  Treasurer 
of  State,  that  he  had  received  this  last  amount  or  more  under  a 
resolutbn  of  the  legislature,  and  that  it  was  deposited  in  the  bank 
as  special,  and  could  only  be  made  available  by  loaning,  payable 
in  current  funds.  In  addition  to  money  loaned,  Mr.  Hunt  says 
he  has  vouchers  which  are  allowed  by  the  board,  but  which  the 
Auditor  General  refuses  to  audit  for         98,757  85 

And  also  has  a  claim  against  G.  D. 
Williams,  which,  however,  he  acknow-* 
ledges  himself  bound  to  pay,  for  800  00 

09,657  85 

Add  the  amount  of  money  loaned  as 
foregoing,  17,284  00 

826,701  15 

Which  deducted  from  the  amount  advanced  to 
him  by  the  Michigan  state  bank,  28,008  78 

leaves  a  balance  against  him,  of  81,211  86 

He  further  says,  he  has  a  balance  due  him  on  the  books  of  the 
internal  improvement  board,  of  over  two  thousand  dollars,  and 
deducting  from  the  items  charged  to  his  account,  the  first  amount 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  which  he  had  the  order  and  warrant  of 
the  board  to  loan,  it  will  leave  a  balance  of  over  seven  thousand 
dollars  actually  due  to  him  from  the  board.  The  undersigned 
are  unwilling  to  take  upon  themselves  the  responsibility  of  deter* 
mining  whether  all,  any,  or  how  much  of  this  shall  be  allowed, 
conceiving  that  they  have  no  such  authority  under  the  act  as  be- 
fore stated.  If  the  money  so  advanced  to  him,  was  done  in  good 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  bank,  and  with  assurances  from  the  board 
of  internal  improvement  that  ail  should  be  made  right,  and  had 
been  expended  for  the  works  of  the  state,  then  there  coold  be  no 
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4oQbl  <tf  the  justioe  and  equity  of  the  claitn  agahist  the  slate; 
And  agaio : — if  those  safety  fund  notes,  M^htch  were  loaned,  were 
placed  in  the  bank  as  special  deposites,  and  it  was  deemed  a  mat- 
ter of  prudence  and  caution  to  loan  them  in  order  to  prevent  their 
perishing  in  the  treasury  of  the  state,  then  the  bank  is  in  equity 
entitled  to  have  the  claim  allowed,  although,  perhaps  strictly 
speaking,  they  have  no  legal  right  to  demand  it.  The  amount  of 
Mr.  Hunt's  unaudited  vouchers,  if  correct,  and  fully  and  feirly 
Expended,  should  probably  be  allowed,  altbou^  the  undersigned 
did  not  consider  it  to  be  their  province  to  enquire  into  that  expen- 
diture. They  only  take  the  order  of  the  board  in  Mr.  Hunf  s  fe- 
ver as  their  guides 

The  item  to  D.  C.  McKinstry  is  a  balance  of  a  large  advance 
made  to  him,  and  which  has  l)een  reduced  from  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  the  present  amount.  It  was,  a  great  portion 
of  it,  paid)  Mr.  Norton  says,  by  him  at  one  time  while  in  Albany^to 
save  the  state  iron  from  seizure  by  the  transportation  company 
for  charges.  The  undersigned  think,  that  if  allowed  it  should  be 
deducted  from  the  estimates  of  McKinstry  upon  his  contract  up- 
on the  dentral  railroad.  The  money  advanced  Jno.  D.  Pierce, 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
undersigned,  a  matter  of  dispute*  Mr.  Pierce  should  settle  and 
adjust  his  own  account  with  the  bank,  and  pay  them  this  advance, 
if  right ;  although  the  bank,  in  their  anxiety  to  reduce  its  debt  to 
the  state  as  much  as  possible,  would  be  glad  to  avail  itself  of  this 
amounts  The  advance  to  Porter  and  Gibson,  commissioners  of 
state  prison,  was  made,  as  the  bank  says,  in  good  faith,  add  with 
the  advice  of  some  of  the  state  officers^  when  the  works  at  the 
prison  would  have  stopped  but  for  such  advance.  If  the  funds  so 
advanced  have  been  judiciously  expended,  the  undersigned  see 
DO  objection  to  the  allowance  of  this  item,  to  be  deducted  from  the 
first  appropriation  which  may  be  made  for  the  progress  of  this 
work. 

The  board  of  internal  improvement  last  summer,  supposing 
that  the  claims  for  damages  upon  the  central  railroad,  could  be 
more  advantageously  settled  by  the  acting  commissioner,  if  he 
was  allowed  to  have  money  on  band  to  do  it  whenever  he  saw  fit, 
issued  an  order  to  H.  Aiden,  acting  commissioner  at  that  time, 
authorizing  him  to  negotiate  with  the  Michigan  state  bank  for  ten 
thousand  dollars.  The  order  was  presented  to  the  Audhor  Gen- 
eral, whoi  considering  such  a  proceeding  not  sanctioned  by  law, 
refused  to  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  Tueasurer  for  it.  Neverthe- 
less, Mr.  Alden  made  the  arrangement  with  the  bank,  and  expen- 
ded nine  hundred  twelve  thirty  one  hundreths  dollars,  whidh  wonld 
probably  in  equity,  be  allowed,  although  the  legality  of  the  act  oi 
the  board  may  be  questioned.  The  amount  to  L.  S.  Humphrey^ 
is  for  the  survey  of  the  railroad  from  Lockport  to  Niles,  whiob 
67 
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tbekgiilBtttre  have  had  some  actioQ  upoD  at  UutiesMn,  dtroetiog 
it  to  be  charged  to  the  appropriations  already  made  for  the  sootl^ 
ero  railroads  if  the  undersigned  rightly  recollect,  which,  when 
done,  will  get  that  matter  out  of  the  way. 

The  last  item,  vis :  safety  fund  notes  on  hand,  the  undersigned 
can  only  present  the  facts  as  alleged  bv  the  bank,  and  the  le^Ia* 
ture  must  be  the  judges  of  its  equity.  Mr.  Steevens,  the  presidest 
of  the  bank,  says,  tluit  ten  or  twelVe  thousand  dollars  of  the  mo* 
ney  was  placed  in  the  rault  of  the  bank  by  the  treasurer  of 
Wayne  county  in  a  trunk,  and  remained  there  for  weeks  without 
being  touched.  It  was  finally  passed  to  the  credit  of  the  Trea- 
surer of  State  as  a  special  deposite,  being  the  only  manner  Id 
which  the  bank  would  credit  it.  About  two  thousand  ddhrs  was 
received  of  Mr.  Fierce^  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  and 
the  balance  from  the  Treasurer  of  State,  and  the  railroad.  Tha 
Bank  and  Treasurer  consider  that  these  nrKxieys  were  reoeifed 
by  the  Treasurer,  and  by  him  deposited  under  an  act  of  the  l^s- 
lature  requiring  him  to  receive  ail  safety  fund  notes  paid  into  the 
treasury  on  or  before  a  certain  day  therein  named,  it  the  collect 
ors  who  paid  them  would  make  oath  that  they  were  the  idemkad 
moneys  received  for  taxes  by  them.  Tliey  were  aH  entered  as 
special  deposites»  and  were  laid  away  in  the  vault*  with  the  iabela 
and  wrappers  about  them,  and  mareed  H.  Howard,  Treasurer, 
or  railroad,  as  the  case  might  be,  which  original  wrappers  and 
labels  were  around  the  notes  when  the  committee  of  investigatioii 
firom  the  House  of  Representatives  during  this  sessioo,  went  ti> 
examine  the  condition  of  the  bank.  The  committee  moved  the  la- 
bels and  wrappers,  for  the  purpose  of  assorting  and  counting  tho 
notes,  and  Mr.  Steevens  gathered  them  up,  preserved  them,  and 
they  were  shewn  to  the  undersiffned,  so  nmrked. 

The  undersigned  would  furmer  state,  that  upon  the  point, 
whether  these  were  special  or  general  deposites,  must  the  legali- 
ty of  the  matter  depend.  A  special  deposite,  strictly  speaking,  is 
one  made  under  seal  or  wrapper,  and  not  entered  in  the  books  of 
the  bank,  and  of  course,  in  no  way  to  be  used  by  it,  but  the  same 
identical  bills  returned  as  they  were  deposited :  whether  die  bank 
made  themselves  liable  when  they  entered  the  same  upon  the 
books,  even  if  they  were  entered  as  special  depositee,  your  honoi^ 
able  body  must  judge.  From  the  unsettled  state  of  things,  and 
the  unusual  manner  of  doing  business,  in  consequence  of  the  de^ 
rangement  and  fluctuation  of  the  currency  of  our  own  state,  the 
bai£  claims  that  it  is  entitled  to  this  allowance  as  special  depo- 
sitor 

With  these  claims  allowed  to  them,  the  advances  made  to  ther 
legislature,  the  amount  due  them  from  John  S.  Bagg,  state  print- 
er, and  the  transfer  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  of  moneys  now  stand- 
ing lo  the  credit  of  the  Marshall  and  Allegan  railroad  company. 
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wUeh  they  hiTe  paid  to  the  Calhoun  county  bank,  and  whioh  tba 
bank  wiiiiet  the  state  to  reoeive  the  weurities  of  said  oompany 
fer»  in  the  lame  manner  that  the  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  rail- 
road company  have,  they  will  then  owe  the  state  the  aforesaid 
snm  of  nearly  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  which 
they  propoee  to  pay  in  the  Mlowing  manner,  namely :  fifty  thott* 
sand  dollars  on  the  fint^day  of  January  neat,  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  etrery  six  months  thereafter  till  the  whole  amount  is  paid* 
with  interest,  secured  by  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  signed  by 
the  directors  of  the  bank. 

The  undenigned  beg  leave  further  to  suggest  for  the  conside- 
ration of  the  legislatare»  that  the  question  of  settlement  depends 
apon  the  justice  or  equity  of  the  claims  of  the  bank  against  the 
state,  and  becomes  in  a  measure,  a  matter  of  expediency.  The 
bank  at  the  present  time,  is  in  a  crippled  situation,  as  far  as  pr^ 
kent  means  are  concerned,  and  a  large  debt  due  to  the  state,  is  in 
consequence,  in  jeopardy.  The  bank  claims,  as  equitably  due  to 
them,  those  sums,  although  in  a  legal  point  of  view,  the  state  may 
not  be  considered  bound  to  allow  them.  When  we  take  into 
view  the  present  situation  of  the  state  afiSdrs  with  that  bank,  and 
consider,  that  by  allowing  these  claims,  the  remaining  part  of  the 
debt  will  be  made  secure,  and  available  to  the  state  in  time,  and 
the  bank  will  be  able  to  redeem  its  circulation  and  outstanding 
Arafts,  it  becomes  a  question  of  expediency  which  the  undersignra 
resoectfully  ask  the  legislature  to  settle,  whether  these  claims 
shall  be  allowed  or  not,  and  then  the  settlement  with  the  bank  be- 
comes  a  very  easy  matter.  The  bank  decline  making  such  settle- 
ment till  the  legislature  or  the  competent  authorities  say  distinct- 
ly what  shall  be  done  with  these  items  of  disagreement.  ^ 
Respectfullv  submitted. 

ROBERT  ABBOTT,  Auditor  QmetaL 
RANDOLPH  MANNING,  Ste^y  ^  State. 
A.  O.  HAMMOND,  Com.  of  lAs  LegiMhtUf^ 
Detroit,  AprU  13,  1689. 


(No.  37.) 

Report  of  the  committee  on  incorporations,  in  regard 
to  (he  ccmdition  of  the  Michigan  State  Bank. 

The  committee  on  incorporations,  to  whom  the  iollowiiif  reta> 
lotions  were  referred : 

Reeolved,  That  the  committee  on  incorporationt  be  diraeted  to 
ioquixe  into  the  amount  of  money  belonging  to  the  state  at  pre* 
sent  in  depodte  in  the  State  Bank  of  Midiigaa  to  the  credit  or  the 
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state,  on  what  terms  the  same  may  be  deposited,  and  the  genenl 
situation  and  circumstances  of  such  deposite,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise:  and  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa^ 
pers;  also. 

Resolved,  That  they  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  requiring  in* 
terest  and  security  for  such  funds,  and  also  to  inquire  whatkind 
of  funds  have  been  paid  out  on  the  public  works : 

Report,  That  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing  resolutions,  they 
proceeded  to  the  State  Bank  of  Micthigan,  on  the  4th  March  las^ 
and  commenced  the  examination  required  in  the  resolutions. 

The  committee  would  state,  that  upon  their  request,  all  the 
books  of  the  institution  were  laid  before  them,  or  statements  were 
made  and  sworn  to,  from  them,  in  the  most  prompt  manner,  and 
that  every  facility  for  a  thorough  investigation,  was  afforded  by 
the  officers  of  the  institution. 

The  result  of  their  examination  they  will  briefly  detail,  which 
is  not  as  satisfactory  as  they  could  wish,  or  the  state  desire, 
.   The  amount  due  the  state,  on  the  20th  of  March,  was  as  fol- 
lows ; 
The  treasurer  of  the  states  •l,dl>6  30 

do        of  contingent  fund,  1,224  66 

do  internal  improvement  fund,  358,813  14 

do  bank  fund,  1,891  73 

do  sinking  fund,  75,816  26 

do  primary  school  fund,  5,841  92 

do  Allegan  and  MarahaJl  railroad,       60,000  00 

•504,984  10 
The  "general  situation  and  circumstances"  of  the  deposite,  and 
the  liabilities  of  the  institution  are. 

Stock  paid,  •220,000  00 

Due  as  above,  504,084  10 

Due  to  banks,  14,218  58 

Profit  and  loss,  2,839  80 

Deposites  general  and  special,        88,628  50 
Circulation,  80,000  00 

Overdraft  on  New  York  and 
Albany,  188,000  00 

Total  liabilities,    •1,098|670  48 

Its  resources  are 

Its  own  stock,  52,192  50 

Due  from  banks,  126,691  82 

Bills  discounted,  340,706  15 


Carried  forward, 
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Real  estate, 

Real  estate  securities, 

Specie, 

State  drafts, 

State  stocks, 

Eastern  funds, 

Over  drafts. 

Cash  items. 

Items  in  transita. 

Drafts  and  cash  from  T. 

Safety  fund  notes. 


10,000  00 

11,545  42 

6,597  78 

50,000  00 

22,675  00 

156,373  62 

189,469  98 

28,843  63 

9,788  00 

Tiedwell,  40,000  00 

32,180  62 


•1,077,059  52 


Leaving  a  balance  due,  over  and  above  all  assets,  including 
the  entire  means,  available  and  unavailable,  of  the  institution,  of 
•21,610  96.  The  causes  of  the  difference  do  not  appear  from 
the  balance  sheet  presented  to  the  committee,  nor  can  the  commit* 
tee  assign  any  reasons  for  the  discrepancy.  They  can  only  say 
that  the  above  statement  has  been  submitted  to  the  officers  of  the 
institution,  and  no  objection  was  made  to  it  by  them. 

The  immediate  liabilities  of  the  institution  are : 


Deposites  of  the  state, 
Due  to  banks, 
Deposites, 
Circulation, 
Drafts, 


Immediate  available  resources  to  meet 
Habiiities : 


•504,984  10 

14,218  00 

20,000  00 

80,000  00 

188,000  00 

•807,20d  10 


Due  from  other  banks. 
Specie^ 
State  drafts. 
State  stock, 
^Eastern  funds, 
Items  in  transitu 


67,403  13 

6,597  78 

50,000  00 

22,675  00 

156,978  62 

9,783  00 


Drafts  and  cash  from  T.  Tredwell,  40,000  00 


•352^32  53 


Leaving  a  balance  unprovided  for,  of  •454^369  57 

The  committee  would  state  in  reference  to  the  solvency  of  the 

institution^  and  the  safety  of  the  state  debt,  that  it  depends  wholly 

rthe  character  of  their  discounted  paper,  the  debt  due  from 
banks,  and  over  drafts.    But  they  are  codstyained  to  saiy,  it 

h  not  of  that  character  wMch  they  oouid  wish,  nor  does  it  mow 

I  - — .    .    -     -  •  , 

*This  hfia  is  in  New  York,  to  pay  drafts. 
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that  reprd  for  the  interests  of  the  state  which  should  be  eihibited 
by  an  institution  made  by  law  the  sole  depository  of  its  revenae, 
and  from  which  the  state  had  a  right  to  demand  and  expect  a 
course  of  unbending  integrity,  without  fear,  favor  or  afiecdon. 

The  committee  consider  it  a  part  of  their  duty  to  place  before 
the  Senate  tlieir  opinion  of  the  character  of  the  whole  debt,  as  it 
may  have  the  beneficial  eflect  of  serving*  in  a  measure,  as  a  guide 
to  the  judgment  of  the  legislature,  in  reference  to  any  settlement 
or  arrangement  to  be  entered  into  with  the  institution. 

The  whole  amount  due  the  institution,  is  (l,OT7,018  40 


OfwhletaltaraUabloudfOod,  Ai 

Stock,  •52,192  .50 

Due  from  banks,  07,403  13  •59,288  69 

Bills  discounted,        185^105  89  155,600  26 

Real  estate,  laOOO  00 

Real  estate  security.    11,545  52 

Specie,  6,597  78 

State  drafts,  50,000  00 

Stete  stock,  22,675  00 

Eastern  funds,  156,873  62 

Over  draAs,  58,633  85  [by  individuals]    60,166  34 

Cash  items,  7,504  39  do  21,889  24 

Safety  fund  notes  of 
Michigan,  32,180  62 

Items  in  transitu,  9,783  00 

Over  drafts  by  public 
<^cers  and  others,  75,669  89 

Cash  and  drafts  of  T. 
Tredwell,  40000  00 


•672,214  68  •404,S44  94 

Making  a  deficiency  in  available  assets  to  pay  its  liabilities 
which  are  beyond  doubt  or  risk,  of  about  •425,000  00.  This 
unnecessarv  and  unlooked  for  deficiency  m  available  means,  to 
meet  its  liabilities!  can  only  be  attributed  to  an  indiscrimioale  and 
heedless  manner  of  transacting  the  business  of  the  institatico. 

The  institution  has  received  from  the  state,  in  drafts  on  New 
York  and  bills  of  eastern  banks,  the  sum  of  •OOO.OOO,  which 
has  yiekled  a  profit,  as  stated  by  the  acdng  cashier  of  the  bank, 

of  •ao^ooo 

They  have  had  the  use  of  a  sum  of  money  equal 
t0  •SOOyOOO,  at  an  interest  of  7  per  oent,  85,000 

Makii^  a  total  oain  from  the  slate  fonds  of  •71,000 

By  all  fair  and  legitimate  bankh^  operations,  the  insiitntioQ 

ought  now  to  be  in  good  credit,  able  to  redeem  its  present  liabili- 
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tiM  wd  ififlohaTge  that  paiammmt  duty  which  it  owes  to  the 
8late«  of  protecting  it  against  loss  and  sustaining  its  credit 

The  cause  of  the  suspension  or  the  banic  was  four  fold,  and  is 
easily  deducible  from  the  preceding  statements  of  your  commit- 
lee* 

1st  The  enlarging  of  thehr  discounted  paper,  and  upon  the 
state  funds  alone. 

2d.  The  allowing  over  drafts,  without  limits,  by  individuals 
without  security,  and  in  many  instances  without  responsibility ; 
and  to  public  contractors. 

3d.  Loans  and  over  drafts  to  public  officers,  in  violation  of  law, 
and  without  any  appropriation  being  made;  thereby  indirectly 
assisting  public  officers  to  evade  the  law,  and  to  realize  funds, 
where  the  legislature  had  thought  it  fit  to  restrict  them. 

4th.  The  receiving  of  safety  fund  notes,  and  the  large  credita 
ffiven  to  safety  fund  oanks,  in  some  instances  amounting  to  MO,* 
000. 

The  three  last  causes  of  suspension  amounted  ^^  the  enormous 
sum  of  •417,186  OS,  being  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  whole 
amount  of  the  state  debt 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  the  committee  believe  it  to  bo  their 
duty  to  say,  that  most  of  the  blame  attaches  to  the  cashier  of  the 
institution,  who,  it  appears,  has  the  sole  control  of  the  bank,  and 
has  disposed  of  its  funds  without  reference  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  state.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  shown  to  your  committee, 
that  a  portion  of  the  funds  exhibited  as  belongin^'to  the  state,  and 
being  worthless  or  neariy  so,  were  bought  in  by  the  cashier  of 
the  institution  at  a  discount  of  20  per  cent,  and  then  placed 
among  the  funds  of  the  state  said  to  oe  on  special  deposite ;  the 
bills  being  identified  by  reference  to  the  affidavit  marked  (A,)  and 
die  accompanying  letter  marked  (B,)  as  the  same  bills  therein 
described.  It  is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  say,  that  the  cashier  nf 
firms  that  the  bills  so  bought  were  returned  to  the  banks  which 
issued  them.  But  the  committee  can  hardly  conceive  why  the 
state  should  again  receive  the  funds  at  par  after  they  had  once 
been  bought  in  at  20  per  cent  discount. 

It  is  affirmed  by  the  officers  of  the  institution,  that  about  tbhty 
thousand  dollars  of  various  kinds  of  the  safety  fund  notes  of  this 
state  are  now  on  special  deposite;  but  your  committee  finds 
upon  the  books  of  the  bank,  only  about  814,365  78,  marked  as 
special,  and  belonging  to  the  different  funds  of  the  state,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Genera]  state  fund. 

Bank  fund. 

School  fund. 

Sinking  fund. 

In  reference  to  the  school  fund,  your  committee  called  on  Mr. 
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Pierce,  SupeFinteodent  of  Public  lottruotioo,  who  deoieff  tfaat  aoy 

special  deposites  were  ever  made  by  him,  or  by  his  authority ;  and 
bis  furoisned  your  committee  with  his  affidavit*  marked  (C,)  to- 
{^ther  with  a  statement  showing;  in  part  what  funds  were  depo- 
sited in  behalf  of  the  school  fund,  marked  (D,)  both  of  which  are 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate* 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  *the  propriety  of  requiring  security 
of  all  persons  or  corporations,  who  have  In  charge  the  money  of 
the  state.  Experience  has  shown  that  however  exact  and  hoaesl 
they  may  be  in  regard  to  individual  transactions,  yet,  when  the 
state  is  concerned  as  a  party  to  the  transaction,  it  presents  no  ob- 
stacle to  the  general  abuse  of  confidence  reposed  in  the  one  or  tbo 
other.    . 

In  conclusion,  the  committee  would  respectfully  urge  a  liberal 
policy  in  settling  with  the  institution,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with 
ih»  honor  and  integrity  of  the  state  towards  its  creditors.  A  nor* 
tion  of  the  stockholders  have  filed  a  bond  for  the  security  ot  th^ 
stale,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexed.  The  stock  of  the  institution, 
or  a  majority  of  it,  as  the  committee  are  informeil,  i^  owned  by 
eastern  capitalists,  who  have  had  no  knowledde  of  the  (ransactiona 
of  the  institution,  and  so  far  as  appears  by  the  books^  are  not  in 
any  manner  indebted  to  the  same. 

One  of  the  stockholders  of  the  institution,  owning  nesrly  one 
thousand  shares,  has  lately  been  before  a  portion  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  has  expressed  the  opinion,  that  the  state  can  and  will  be 
saved  harmless,  if  that  liberal  policy  is  adopted.  The  committee 
believo  it  to  be  impossible  to  coerce  the  payment  of  the  debts  due 
to  the  institution,  without  creating  great  pecuniary  distress  to  the 
inhabitants  of  this  state,  who  are  principally  its  debtors. 

The  committee  are  of  the  decided  opinion  that  the  saiety  fund 
notes  on  hand  in  the  State  Bank,  said  to  belong  to  the  state,  can*" 
not  and  ought  uoU  by  any  legal,  equitable,  or  lair  claim,  to  be  so 
allowed. 

The  committee  would  also  recommend  that  so  far  as  any  advan- 
ces made  to  public  officers  are  just  and  proper,  although  made  in 
violation  of  law,  if  the  state  has  received  the  benefit  ot  the  same, 
the  same  be  allowed  in  a  settlement  with  the  institution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

O.  HAWKINS, 
S.  V.  R.  TROWBRIDGE, 
B.  B.  KERCHEVAL, 
E.  F.  COOK. 

Senate  Chamber,  April  16,  1839. 
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FT^zyii^  County,  *9. 

I9  John  Roberts^  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  bein^  duly  0wonv4# 
depose  and  say,  tfaj^t  op  or  abaut  ^he  7tb  Septo^iber  last,  I  bought 
of  John  Norton,  jr.,  a  draft  on  the  City  bank  of  New  York,  for 
il,<K)7,  ifi  favor  of  Reynolds  «id  Baily,  for  .which  i  paid  aaid 
Norton,  •1,207,  in  the  money  of  llie  £aak  of  Oakland,  beiog 
about  twenty  per  cent  prenaium  ibr  said  draft ;  that  tlie  number 
and  letters  of  the  bills  of  anid  Bank  of  Oakland,  which  I  sold  to 
lelid  NortCK),  are  correctly  descnbed,  I  ^enJy  tbeiieve^in  ^he  JbCler 
of  R^yncMs  and  fiiMy,  ^ted  New  York,  J£th  AugiMl*  1099,  w4 
dliteted  to  fi.  £•  Robei'tsir  to  wbicfa  I  r«for,  v.d  tta^ml  (A.)  Mil 

30RN  ROBBRTa 
Sworn  and  subscribed  to  b^foiipi  ![ne,.thi|i  19th  March,  1839. 

O.  HAWKINS. 
OAntrman  Com,  Ifwot/wtHflioMt* 


iB.) 

New  York,  16(ft  Auguti,  M8^. 

R,  E.  R0BBKT8,  Esq., 

Dear  Sir-^We  have  encloffs^  to  your  firm  91,107,  in  three 
packages,  Bank  of  Oakl^d»  which  you  will  oblige  us  by  eon* 
▼erting  into  a  draft  on  New' York,  immediately  on  receipt,  oo  as 
good  teems  Its  onay  ^be  JA  your  power.  The  first  package  we 
mail  to-day,  Ahe  second  to-morrow,  and  the  third  nej^t  da^-  We 
anpe^  ^  account  of  the  ietterd  a^id  numbers,  in  addition  to  which 
ye  have  written  "  MuDson,"  ptcross  the  back  of  eafth  i)rH.  We 
lire  ^socry  to  trouble  you  so  much,  but  necessity  knows  po  bar. 
Your  frieqds,  &Ci, 

REYNOLDS  .&  BAHL-Y. 

Peekage  l—nm,  IMer  A. 

.  No*.  35  ISO  190  298  ^98  427  ^33  5,10  599  500  577  666  ,{(94 
770  849  916  947  967  1039  1006  1010  1055  1042  il27  1164 
1179  lirf  l]i98  1^^6  1276  1283  1849  1368  1385  1409  1410 
1538  1680  J6J14  1678  17*8  177?  1819  186^.2013  2099  jajJOa 
2161^t^f2SS;3:^265. 
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Noi.  8  21  28  29  49  91  96  102  116  121  123  127  129  150  179 
197  205  218  222  229  242  253  209  279  289  292  294  306  345» 
359  860  867  370  376  383  896  408  410  427  488  452  462  491 

Package  2— Threes,  Letter  A. 

Nob.  139  154  164  211  495  559  570  598  670  M78  1466 1708 
1907  1948  2020  2110  2204  2255. 

Fives^  Later  A. 

Noi.  4  25  31  41  49  71  72  75  81  87  98  96  108  108  III  119 
120  123  131  133  136  146  150  152  155  165  177  190  198  198 
201  203  205  206  209  219  227  238  259  274  294  295  381  88SI 
341  340  350  373  377  385  394  395  402  421  442  450  465484 
497  499. 

Package  3—LeUer  B. 

No.  290. 

Fives,  Letter  B. 

Noe.  6  7  9  13  77  31  83  46  84  67  88  96  98  106  121  124  184 
164  169  170  172  178  180  182  188  193  194  215  231  289  241 
243  244  216  288  291  301  308  356  389  391  397  400  403  401 
408  411  412  419  422  488  420  4«  448  458  480  482  484  486 
492  494  495. 


(C.) 

Jffidamt  off.  D.  Pierce. 

Detroit,  MarA  19, 1889. 

I,  JohQ  D.  Pierce,  do  herebv  depose  and  say,  that,  according 
to  my  knowledge  and  belief  I  nave  never  paid  into  the  Michigan 
state  bank,  (as  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,)  any  money 
as  special  depositee  nor  have  I  deposited  any  money  but  sudi  as 
was  tmnkable  in  the  city  of  Detroit,  at  the  time  of  making  such 
deposites.  I  have  deposited  about  seventy  thousand  cfellars,  all 
which  was  in  current  fundd^  and  receivaUe  on  general  depositer 
in  Def^t. 

The  above  deposition  I  mean  to  apply  as  well  to  any  agent  of 
person  by  me  entrusted,  as  well  as  to  myself. 

JOHN  D.  PIERCE. 
Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  thisl^tb  March,  1(^89. 

O.  HAWKINS, 
Chairman  Cam.  Inccrporatkms. 
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(D.) 
Statement  of  J.  C-  Frmk,  and  J.  Starkweather. 
I)K.10. 


17. 


Jan.  18. 


N«w  York  moDey  and  ear- 

tifieate  of  depcwitB, 

#5,000  00 

ObiOk  lodiana  wid  Vwmyl- 

vania, 

8,000  00 

IfiBfaigan  alety  fiiod. 

4fi»l  00 

•18,681  00 

New  York. 

•4.000  00 

ObKvdto, 

3,000  00 

MichigaD  chartMed, 

4,000  00 

10,000  00 

Eastern, 

•3,000  00 

Ohiok 

1.000  00 

Ifichigan  safety  faoA, 

S,000  00 

"       chartered, 

3,000  00 

10,000  00 

•38,681  00 
I  fixamined  the  moneys  above  described*  which  were  deposited 
by  Mr.  Pierce  in  the  Michigan  state  bank*  and  from  my  recollec- 
tion of  the  kind  of  funds*  should  suppose  that  the  above  statement 
was  correct  The  above  packages  were  sealed  by  me^  and  con- 
tained no  funds  but  what  were  current  at  Detroit,  at  the  time  th# 
several  amounts  were  deposited.  Tho  Michigan  money  was  re- 
deemed soon  after  it  was  deposited. 
^  I  make  the  statement  at  the  request  of  Mn  Fierce. 

J.  a  FRINK. 
Marfan,  Marvh  11,  1830. 


JMbnsy  deponM  m  tAe  State  Ana  (^ 

credit  if  John  D.  Pkree. 

Eastern  and  city  funds,  about  93^S00  00 

Current  chartered  funds*  2,100  00 

do        do           do  3,000  00 

.    Huron  river  baidc  notes,  1*400  00 

.; ,  #9,000  00 
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MarOatt,  Mardk  14,  ISM. 
2b  whom  it  may  concern : 

This  may  certify,  that  I  deposited  in  the  Michigan  state  banjc, 
to  the  credit  of  John  D.  Piercei  OcK  1^  >6li»,  99104  iwo-Uiid»  of 
the  amouDt  hkirig  easfero  funds,  Ihtf  Maice  ^ftttot  Michinn 
funds  ot  chartered  banks,  excofpl  $50,  nMflb  inii  Mifi&igan  safety 
fund  banks. 

Nov.  8.— I  ftiiadlf  Aiiother  depoMtd  df  #l»dMr  t  of  this  Bxnomt 
Mpv  Mf^  specie  ;  about  8510  eastern  funds,  the  balance  Michi- 
gan cl^artered  fund^^  ^cept  about  870,  whksb  was  6f  Miehigaa 
safety  funds.    1  Mre  also  deposited  at  other  tknas/  iliDOUOts  va- 

ing  from  956  td  tSWO,  the  proportknft  oif  whMi  wteld  be  much 
cX  esMtern  fimds  than  the  above  larger  amounts. 

JOHN  STARKWKATHBR- 


Bond  to  the  Treamrtr. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  Frederick  H.  Stee- 
^aixA,  J6hfi  Norton,  jr.,  Frankljo  Moore,  Thomas  B.  Clarke,  Qer- 
fihdm  M.  Wiriitims,  Horace  H.  Cotitstock  emd  H^nty  H61V&rd, 
^i»e  Held  ind  flrrtily  bound  unto  Henry  Howdtd,  TrtlWutet'  6f  ite 
Kkte  of  Michi^ati,  arid  to  hid  successof  In  omb^,  iri  the  ifuitt  of 
^ve  huridfed  thousand  (Idtldfs  lawful  Aiott^y,  to  b^  paiiito  th^  Aid 
H'edi'y  Ho'^^^&rd,  Tre^dUr^f  as  aforesaid,  aod  hi^  tocce^r  ifl  d^ 
ftde— for  Which  (iHyDf^ent  X6  be  V^II  SMd  trtrty  Mttde,  ^  Mod 
ourselves,  one  and  each  of  our  \^f&n,  et^cdtori  ilnd  ftdmiMafft^ 
lors^  6rmly  \i^  fh^se  preserits. 

Seiated  with  oiit  seals,  and  dated  this  twentieth  day  of  January, 
in  the  y^ar  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  htii^ditecf  MMf  fitlny- 
pine. 

Whereas,  by  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
fftigaiH  entitled  **  A  revolutioii  direotiiig  th^  4e|)os^  of  ^^dk^ 
moneys,  and  for  other  purposes]"  approved  February  iSdd,  A.  D. 

886,  the  State  Treasurer  was,  by  said  resolution,  reauired  to 
ipbjiit^  all  moneys  coming  into  hb  harjc]s  aft  Ti^Mt^,  ftktbe 

JiehiMn  state  bank ;  and  whereas»  ifi  par sbubtid  of  S)lid  molii- 
ion,  tnd  Treasurer  aforesaid,  hi^s,  frorn  time  to  tikifxe,  coAtiboed  to 
depbsifid  moneys  so  received  by  him  in  taid  bsink ;  &dd  whdfeas^ 
t>^  reascn  of  said  deposites  in  said  Michigan  state  bank,  so  nnade 
py  said  Treasurer,  said  bank  stands  indebted  to  said  state  on  this 
day  in  about  the  sum  of  five  hui^dred  thousand  dollars.  Now  the 
pondition  of  this  oblation  is  such,  that  if  Michimn  state  bank 
shall  and  will,  from  time  to  time,  repay  any  and  aH  sum  or  sums 
fA  money  that  may  now  or  that  may  hereafter  be  due  said  state 
of  Michigan  by  reason  of  deposites  so  made  by  tbs  Treanimr  of 
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said  atatet  or  otherwise,  then  this  obiigatictt  to  be  toU^  otherwise 

to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 
In  bifssence  of  James  Armstrong. 

F.  H.  STEEVENfi, 
THOS.  &  Ci/ARiUSy 
6.  M.  WILLIAMS, 
H.  H.  CQMSTOCK^ 


lt»  SLi  , 

=  1 


HENRY  HOWARD,    [&.  s.; 


t  certify  the  foregoing  to  be  a  true  copy  of  the  bond  filed  ia  thia 
office  on  die  19tii  intait. 

ROB*t  ABBOTT,  JL  6.,  &  M. 


(No,  38.) 

Statemo:  t  of  the  amount  of  faiidi^  on  h^nd  in  the 
treasury,  the  several  accounts  the  satne  stands  due 
to^  and  the  amount  available  and  unavailable. 

Statk  Tsbasubbs'b  OmcB, ) 
D&hiM,  April  1%  MM.     ) 

Sir*-*kt  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate^  passed  to-day, 
1  herewith  enclose  a  statement  giving  the  infonnatioQ  vequired* 
lamt 

Very  respectful]y« 

Your  obed't  serv^t, 

H.  HOWAtlD, 
TreoMurer. 
jMnordle  E.  MuMDVy 

Pruidmtt  of  the  SenaU* 


Bank  Fund. 

Ib  MichigaB  state  bank, 
"  t>etroit  oitjr  bank  bills. 

•1,801  7S 
ISl  87 
—    •S^OWOO 

60,000  00 

8,885  44 

AH^nn  and  Marshall  nulroad 
In  Michinn  state  bank. 

In  BCichigan  state  bank. 

Carried  forward, 
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Brought  forwards  ^ 

CoDtiDgent  fund.  ,  ,^^  ^ 

Id  Michigan  stale  bank,  1|W7  02 

State  building  fund. 

fa  Mic^n  state  bank,      .  449  75 

BinUng  fund. 

In  Michigan  slate  bank,  76,816  27 

•*  Bank  of  Michigan,  10,724  71 


*•  Bank  of  Ypsilanli  draft,  (secured,)   10,000  00 
"  Bank  of  Tecumseh,         "  1,630  00 

^^.Baceiver's  certificate  of  Ypsilanli  b%  303  00 
"Other  upcnrront  bank  bills,  37  00 


98,410  98 


Internal  Improvement  fund. 

In  Michigan  state  bank,  3«4,822  17 

-  Baiik  of  Michigan,  121,419  09 

'—  486,788  S6 

General  fund. 

In  Michigan  state  bank,  6,868  68 

"  Cashadvanced on 9600  warrant  not 

charged,  held  as  cash.  800  00 

«  Uncurrent  cash,  113  18 

6,666  71 


•658,371  76 
Deduct  overdraft  of  general  acc't  in  BTc  of  Michigan,    7,969  89 

•650,401  87 

Recapitulation. 

On  deposite  in  Michigan  state 
bank  and  other  funds  unavail* 
able,  •626,280  96 

On  deposite  in  B'k  of  Michigan, 
Int  Imp.  fund,  •121,416  09 
Sinking  fund,  10,724  71 

^  . 182,140  80 

Deduct  am't  of  overdraft  on  general  atft,    7,969  89 

Total  aroooAl  avaUable,  •124,170  91  •660,401  87 

H.  HOWARD,  ThMsurer. 
State  Trbasurbb's  OpncE, ) 
DetivU,  AprU  19, 1839.      ) 
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(Na  ».) 

Repwt  of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  porchas- 
mg  certain  Indian  lands. 

The  select  committee  who  were  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
constitQtionaiity  and  expediency  of  parchasing  of  the  Indiana  all 
the  lands  laying  west  of  Chocolate  and  Skonawba  rivers,  in  the 
state  of  Michigan,  and  of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  state 
o?er  all  penons  living  within  the  state  to  the  west  of  said  riverst 
and  of  making  them  citizens  of  the  state,  respectfully  report. 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  referred  to  them  under  long 
aad  didiberate  consideration.  The  importaoce  of  the  sulgect 
demanded  that  it  should  be  most  carefully  and  serbusly  examine 
ed.  Such  an  examinatioQ  has  led  to  the  ofnnion  expressed  in  this 
report 

At  the  formation  of  the  fedeaal  government,  all  the  lands  not 
owned  by  individuals  belonged  to  the  states  respeotivelyt  within 
whose  limits  they  weve  situated,  for,  as  tlie  government  conaisted 
of  a  confederation  of  states,  each  of  which  retained  its  proprie- 
tary rights  and  sovereignty,  the  United  States  acquired  by  the 
union  no  property  in  the  soil.  The  wild  lands  lying  to  the  west» 
ifot  yet  clearly  defined  by  established  boundaries,  were  claimed 
by  adjoining  states  mostly,  a  small  portion  only  being  claimed  by 
foreign  nations,  but  all  was  subject  to  the  acknowledged  para* 
mount  Indian  title  of  possession.  The  title,  Aerefore*  of  the 
United  States  to  that  country,  is  derived,  §rst,'from  treaties  with 
foreign  nations ;  second,  from  treaties  with  Indian  tribes*  and 
tfair4  ffom  cessions  by  individual  states^  members  of  the  Union. 

Virginia,  one  of  the  individual  states,  ceded  to  the  United  States 
all  the  territory  north  of  the  river  Ohio,  west  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Tiiginia,  extending  northwardly  to  the  northern  boundary,  of  the 
United  States,  and  wes^wardly  to  the  Mississippi,  embraoing  the 
now  state  of  Michigan,  By  this  cession,  the  United  States  was 
enabled  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  over  the  same. 

By  the  compact  entered  into  between  Virginia  and  the  United 
States  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  the  beferementioBed  territory 
was  to  be  divided  into  several  states,  aa  future  oircumstancea 
should  reouiroy  which  states  should  hereafter  become  members  of 
the  federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  c^  sovereignty,  free- 
dom and  independency,  in  all  respects,  as  the  origin^  stateSir 
This  cession  was  made  in  the  year  1784. 

In  the  year  1787,  a  convenUon  of  the  states  met  and  formed 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  same  yeai-  congress  passed  an  ordinance  for  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  north-western  territory,  a  part  of  which  relates  to  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands. 
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In  the  examiDatioD  of  the  eonttto^oD  and  ordinanoe»  your  com- 
mittee find  the  following,  that  relates  to  the  subject  under  coosi- 
dflOBlkm;  In  tec.  10,  art,  1st  <of  tfa«  OQlMitftUtiioo  gf  the  Umtf^ 
States,  *"  No  state  ab^l  -^(^r  uUo  ^y  Uwty *  alliance,  or  confede- 
ration," &c.  &c. 

in  seetion :M  artiole  4th  of  eonatiUilioQ «f  JJMtod  fiM^^ft  la 
slipnUited  that  congress  shall  have  power  te  diqi^se  o&  ai4  JMk# 
aM  need&l  rdes  and  regulations  nesf^edini;  thel^rri^arprjhgiMciMr 
to  liie  United  States,  and  that  flochiaff  in  «iid  <e0WiiitQlioQ  ahl 
be  so  coMlrued  as  to  prejudioe  aay  dsjivfr  of  Ihf  IJmUiA  SiatM 
or  of  any  other  par tienlar  atalew 

And  in  the  ordinance  faeforemejOtioned,  it  wyt^  ^That  dh^  ]gj^ 
lamres  of  ^these  districts  or  noar  states  AaU  Mirctr  myvj^m  )WJ||i 
the  pnoiary  disposal  of  the  soil  iiy  the  United  filt|Mtas,Mr  wHk 
any  vegtiiatiofi  Hhot  eongfass  may  ^kein  oecmiary  :f«r;awvriQ|( 
the  title  in  such  soil  to  the  bona  fide  purchasers  thereof." 

RestrictioDs  of  a  simikir  impact,  jsfe  also  attachad  to  an4  nsfJ^e 
a  part  ^  ihe  eoaditioDs  -upon  wbiob  tbeataie^  Miohlgao mm 
admitted  into  the  Uoiod  as  an  independaat  slala. 

The  foveginng  is  sill  that  your  .comaitttee  iad  lk»i  Mlate^  t^ 
Ifaa  asibjeot  'iMMier  consideration,  either  ig  Ifae^oonsAilutMilKifiiHi 
United  States,  die  ordinance  of  1767,  or  Iwm  relalipglojiiiirjitf^ 
mission,  and  we  can  iBnd  nothing  therein  !that  pne^qiHs  lOr  tobi^ 
tl|e  said  «tate  from  purchasing  said  laads  under  ibesOirpHmalmp^ 
mentioned  in  the  4?esoliitioH  ttftder  considenaiiaa.  Tha^tflaflReio 
the  constitution  (bat  says.  -''  No  state  «baU  aatar  inti»;aDy  traatyt 
alliance  -or  ^confederation,*  which  baa  been  bdEbiffe  oientiaMd*  ^KHPT 
committee  think  cannot  relate  to  the  Jnteraal  a&ini  of  oivr  <pw« 
state,  but  is  rattier  filaced  these  4o  pmrent  any  ^^geroua  coilh 
tion  With  other  ecoles  or  oa^tions,  and  anoat  cenably  fiaM9^  ^beiin- 
tended  to  prevent  the  state  from  purchasing  tiha  moda  bfim  Iho 
IndiaAs,  tnore  espaoiaily  after  the  lodiaasjara  laadis  and  eooioal 
to  beoome  citizens  of  the  state,  if  th^  are  oMde  /attiveoH^ifif 
sQCh,  they  ha^  an  uodoufaled  sight  to  sell*  aod  4ha  slate  to  pw^ 
chase  these  lands. 

The  portion  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stutas  that  sayt, 
"l^at  congress  jball  have  power  to^pose  of  And  mfikaallMMi- 
ftil  rates  and  regulations  rieapeotii^  the  temitory  belon^iag'toglhir 
Umted  States,  and  that  nothing  «i  said  coastitotico  sMI.bQjity 
construed  as  to  prejudice  aaydaim  of  the  United  Statq9»Mir^ 
any  ^  the  individual  states^"  relates  undoubtedly  lo  the  lansaM 
lands  purchased  of  the  Indians  by  the  Uailad  ^totas,  and  WPf 
within  the  limiu  of  the  new  slates.  The  same  claaae  is  Mcipros- 
cal  in  its  bearings,  and  ffuaraotaes  to  the  new.atateSiM'im&Jir 
to  the  old»  all  the  privileges  of  a. stfite  aaiweigaty,  ftlspidl  ]be 
vested  rights  of  the  United  States. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  Mstriotiire  condilioiMi  df  lOW 
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aA^ianoe  into  the  UnioDy  we  are  of  opmioD,  eanool  be  lOtiQiM 
U>  have  refeieaoa  to  any  lands  not  purchased  of  tlie  Indians. 
There  is  nothing  mentioned  about  purchasiQg  any  lands  within 
the  states  or  treatiiu[  with  the  locfians  for  lands.  It  relates  wholly 
to  the  disposition  of  the  land  they  have  already  acquired  by  pur* 
ehase,  or  that  which  lays  beyond  the  limits  of  any  of  the  states. 
The  right  of  jurisdiction  and  of  purchase  was  originally^  since 
1787,  in  the  United  States*  until  we  became  a  state,  and  since  we 
have  become  a  state,  that  right  is  as  much  ours  as  it  was  origin* 
ally  theirs,  or  as  fully  as  the  lands  of  the  original  states  was  theini, 
betiu[  by  our  admission  made  fully  equal  to  them. 

ir  we  admit  the  principle  that  a  vote  of  a  majcnity  of  the  other 
slates  in  congress,  could  take  from  any  of  the  new  states  or  in 
anywise  diminish  these  rights»  sovereignty  or  independenoe^  and 
add  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  United  States,  or  to  that  of  a  por* 
lion  of  the  states^  it  would  be  difficult  to  determine  the  bounds  it 
could  not  be  carried  to,  knowing  the  many  inducements  that  coih 
gress  have  it  in  tfadr  power  to  hold  out  It  probably  would,  if 
carried  to  any  considerable  extent,  bring  about  or  lead  to  a  disso* 
hition  of  the  union  of  the  states. 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion,  that  it  is  not  competent  fiir 
any  of  the  states  to  dispossess  themselves  of  any  of  their  sovereign 

Ewers  by  any  negotiation  or  compact ;  neither  is  it  competent 
'  the  United  States,  or  any  other  state  to  add  to  their  strength 
or  power,  by  such  compact  or  negotiation*  With  such  state, 
there  are  vested  rights  bestowed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  on  the  one  to  guard  the  other  and  intended  to  be  recipro* 
cal  in  all  respects;  and  any  change  that  may  be  brought  aboii|» 
either  by  mutual  consent  or  otherwise,  may  bic  attended  with  dan* 
geroos  consequences  to  the  Union,  and  we  believe  to  be  uncoo- 
8titutiooal»  unless  each  and  every  and  all  the  states  agree  to  such 
change* 

Hence,  from  all  the  foregoing,  we  are  fully  of  the  opinicxi,  thai 
there  is  nothing  in  the  constitution  or  ordinances  that  would  ren« 
der  QnconstituUonal  the  purchase  of  said  lands,  or  that  would  be 
a  violation  of  any  ordinance  or  compact. 

We  next  come  to  that  part  of  the  subject  that  relates  to  the 
expediency  of  purcliasing  said  lands,  the  extending  our  jurisdiction 
aver  all  persons  livii^  on  the  same,  and  of  making  them  citizens 
of  the  state. 

.  Your  committee  think  it  expedient  for  many  reasoosi  The 
land  here  mentioned,  is  mtuated  m  a  remote  part  of  the  state  and 
adjoining  the  territory  of  Great  Britain,  a  powerful  and  warlike 
nation,  whose  policy  appears  to  be  to  add  to  the  extent  of  her 
Umit%  and  who  was  never  known  to  reKnquisb  any  of  her  terri* 
lory  except  by  forea 

This  district  is  supposed  to  comprise  about  evfal  million  of 
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>  iniiabhBd  bjr  IndiiM  ahogetbtr,  ucs^pt  MNm  Cm  \ 
The  Itnds  adjoimog  ha^e  been  purchaaad  of  tlw  In^ana  by  thi 
Vaittd  States,  with  a  deiign  on  the  part  of  the  Umlad  Stalaa  df 
IMioviag  them  (the  Indians)  wast  of  the  Mississippi  nrwti  aftd  h 
ease  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  i«iiiove  them,  they  eeold  and 
would  be  veiT  apt  to  move  on  this  tract,  in  order  to  remain  tMa 
aide  of  the  Mississippi  with  their  friends  and  associates.  This  is 
oemmon  with  the  Indians ;  and  in  many  cases  the  United  Statea 
have  had  to  pay  much  larger  aums  for  lands  than  they  otliarwisa 
woidd  hare  had  to  pay,  as  all  the  Indiana  that  are  on  a  piece  ef 
land  at  the  ^  time  of  the  treaty  or  sale  by  them,  hate  ahare  and 
riiare  alike  with  those  that  were  originally  thers.  This  k  well 
known  to  be  the  Indian  custom,  and  if  we  should  have  war  wMl 
Sngland,  they  would  most  likely  become  our  enemies,  as  is  coia» 
RKm  with  those  that  are  receiving  no  annuities,  which  is  now  the 
ease  with  them,  and  will  be  lintir  the  lands  be  purchased^  And  ft 
would  aho  serve  for  a  rendezvous  for  all  other  imfriei»)ly  Indiana. 
k  is  suppoaed  there  are  now  on  the  knd,  about  two  thooaand  fifi 
famdred,  of  different  tribes.  There  are  also  three  or  four  tmdhff 
posts,  Attenawgon,  Torch  lake,  Saridy  lake  and  L'Anaeb  ShouM 
the  state  construct  the  canal  at  St.  Mary's,  for  whidi  an  appro* 
priatipa  has  been  made,  this  land  would,  without  doubt,  soon  be 
settled  by  the  enterprizing  em^nts  of  the  east,  and  become  10 
«s  what  we  were  a  short  time  since  to  Buffalo,  and  in  feet,  what 
ws  are  now  to  Buffala  Those  that  are  best  aoquaioled  with  the 
eountry,  speak  of  it  in  very  flattering  terms,  both  with  Teapeet  la 
its  soil,  timber  and  streams  of  water,  mill  sites,  &o.  &c  It  Is 
in  siae,  about  half  as  large  as  the  state  of  Vermont,  aad  ym  tM 
infermed  by  a  highly  rajpeotaUe  gentleman  who  has  travelled 
nsQch  over  that  country,  that  it  is  much  superior  In  that  el 
koth  in  point  of  timber  and  soil ;  its  location  as  to  dimaSs  ia  \ 
tainly  as  good,  and  its  minerals  supposed  to  be  both  rich  and  < 
tenaiiw. 

ShooM  h  be  left  for  congrass  to  pai^rfiase,  jt  may  remain  msBHjr 
years  a  nuisance  to  ua  before  it  Is  porchasod,  and  tkioM  it  be 
purchased  by  congress,  they,  as  is  their  customj  would  tak  tbe 
same  priee  for  it  they  do  for  other  lands,  and  to  remelB  aitua- 
don  may  prevent  its  beiag  settled  for  many  years,  and  leawi  H 
Miabiled  by  wild  beasta  and  savages,  that  waiiM  anidi  endanfj^r 
our  lives  and  property. 

If  on  tile  contrary,  the  etate  purchase  the  land!  and  eipato  « 
^smmonfci^n  widi  Lake  Superior^  It  would  pw^My  be  m  |MI» 
Mr  of  policy  and  profit  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  Issrfi  HM 
would  eauea  them  to  estUe  speedily  with  a  good  and  wliolieenK 
pepalailoo,  inorean  our  reveaue,  msIm  oar  works  of  taandl 
improvement,  create  in  a  few  years  population  endflCh  le4ialhMl 
•ar  frofMMsF,  which  wouM  he  very  desMrte^MlthfiMdijf  *id 
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of  oor  mSitia  tbat  they  are  our  f  apport  id  peace  and  oar  defence 
in  war. 

Yowf  ooMnnilloe  feel  tbe  more  solidcadeGn  the  0ul:jeot,  inm  the 
feet  (bat  there  is  great  reason  to  suppose  that  the  eider  stales 
have  already,  cr  are  about  to  form  a  coalition,  prejudicial  to  tbe 
interest  of  this  state,  by  stopping  all  appropriations  and  by  pass* 
ii^  a  law  in  congress  to  divide  the  wild  lands  of  the  new  states 
among  the  sereral  istates  of  the  Union,  according  to  their  con- 
gressional representation,  or  by  selling  them,  and  dividing  the 
proceeds  in  the  same  ratio,  which  would  leave  in  either  case, 
about  the  two  bondred  and  sixtieth  part  to  onr  share,  which  would 
\»4oktg  great  injustice  to  usi 

That  law  of  congress,  by  some  called  *the  bill  of  abomina-' 
tions,^  to  divide  the  surplus  revenae,  has  created  in  the  old  stated 
an  avarieieus  disposition,  that  nothing  will  put  an  end  to,  short  of 
our  coming  out  boldly  and  maintaining  our  rights. 

The  new  states  have  been  anxiously  waiting  for  the  time  to 
oome  when  their  representation  in  congress  would  be  eaual  to  diat 
of  the  <M  states^  hoping  that  when  that  time  arrived,  they  would 
be  more  generously  and  equitably  dealt  by ;  but  from  the  mani- 
fest disposition  of  the  old  states,  or  their  representatives  in  con- 
gpsn,  joor  committee  are  led  to  believe  that  the  time  will  never 
arrive,  owing  to  the  many  inducements  that  congress  have  in  their 
power  10  iidd  out.  Instance  the  state  of  Ohio,  she  has  become 
an  old  state,  in  point  of  feeling,  on  that  subject ;  she  has  had  a  h't- 
tie  short  of  two  millions  of  acres  of  land  given  to  her,  beindes 
the  appropriation  on  the  Cumberland  road  made  bv  the  United 
States^  one  of  the  most  expensive  roads  m  the  world,  while  Mi- 
chtosn  has  received  only  about  one  hundred  thousand. 

IndiaDa  and  Illinois  have  also  received  large  appropriations  of 
land,  and  have  becom^  in  point  of  interest,  old  states ;  made  so 
by  the  appropriations  of  congress,  in  order  that  the  old  states  may 
keep  tlie  balance  of  power  m  their  hands. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  in  view  of  the  whole  subject,  would 
reeommend  to  the  legtslaturo  of  this  state,  that  ther,  with  all  con- 
vitDieiiC  despatch^  purchase  of  the  Indians  the  lancn  mentioned  in 
tbe  feregoing  resolution,  extend  tbe  jurisdiction  of  the  state  over 
ait  pesBofis  residing  on  the  hmds^  and  make  them  dtSzens  of  tbe 

Me. 

AU  of  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SANDB  McCAMLT, 
Chairman  cf  Cbm. 
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(No.  40.) 

Report  of  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  reletive  to 
the  election  of  Senators  in  the  Slate  Legislatare. 

Mr.  Wing)  from  the  committee  on  the  judiciary,  to  which  wm 
referred  a  resoIutioD  of  the  Seoate,  directing  them  to  inquire 
whether  so  much  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  provide  for  the 
election  of  senators  in  the  several  districts  of  Michmn,"  as  pur- 
ports to  shorten  the  term  for  which  any  member  of  the  Senate 
may  be  entitled  to  his  seat,  be  consistent  with  the  constitution  of 
this  state,  and  of  any  obligatory  force— if  not,  then  whether  any 
further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  if  any»  what,  be  re- 
quisite to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  contained  in  the  5th  sec- 
tion of  the  4th  article  of  said  constitution?  and  that  said  ooounit* 
tee  report,  &c.,  Reports ; 

That  in  bis  opinion,  a  repeal  of  the  law  in  question  is  not  ex- 
pedient at  this  time ;  he  is  not  satisfied  timt  any  alteratiuu  cooM 
*  be  made  more  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  coostitu* 
tion.  The  law  passed  at  the  last  sessionof  the  i^siature,  increa- 
sing the  number  of  districts  and  apportioning  the  members  in  the 
districts,  it  is  believed  is  valid,  and  if  so,  it  must  continue  in  force 
until  after  the  census  is  taken  by  the  United  States. 

The  6th  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  constitution  seems  to 
have  been  adopted  with  a  view  to  an  increased  number  of  dis- 
tricts i — after  the  establishment  of  which,  it  requires  that  eadi 
district  shall  elect  an  equal  number  of  senators  annually,  as  near 
as  may  be.  It  is  not  perceived  how  a  new  district  could  elect  an 
equal  number  of  senators  annually*  if  they  are  all  to  be  elected 
for  two  ;pears ;  neither  is  it  perceived  Ik>w  this  last  provision  <^ 
the  constitution  can  be  carried  into  efiect,  if  the  construction 
claimed  f  jr  the  5th  section  be  correct  It  is  noanifest  that  the 
'  provisions  of  the  5th  section  were  designed  to  apply  to  the  sena* 
tors  to  be  elect^  under  the  first  apportionment,  and  that  the  Sth 
section  was  designed  to  apply  to  all  subsequent  apportionments— 
that  there  is  an  a|)parent  confliction  between  the  provisions  of 
those  two  sections,  is  conceded  by  all.  If  the  law  should  be  chan- 
ged in  such  manner  as  to  require  that  senators  should  be  elected 
for  two  years,  a  doubt  mi^t  arise  whether  it  would  accord  with 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  6th  section,  the  scope  of  which 
is  not  limited  to  a  single  apportionment ;  besictes,  it  is  not  percei- 
ved that  any  necessity  exists  at  the  present  time,  that  we  should 
make  an  efiort  to  reconcile  the  apparent  conflictk^  provisiooa  of 
the  ooostitutioQ,  for  if  it  be  true  that  a  senator  when  elected  will 
hold  his  seat  two  vears,  whether  elected  for  two  years,  or  for  one 
year,  by  virtue  of  the  provisioos  of  the  5th  lecfion  above  referred 
to^  the  rlghu  of  all  parties  are  served ;  if  on  the  contrary  the 
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preient  iaw  is  valid,  and  oooritti  well  with  a  proper  coMtniction 
of  the  several  provisions  of  the  constitution,  its  continuance  in 
feroe  seems  to  be  necessary.  Entertaining  these  views,  and 
considering  that  definitive  decision  of  this  question  must  be  refers 
red  to  the  Senate  which  will  be  assembled  in  1840,  and  which 
alone  can  decide  the  question,  I  have  felt  relieved  from  the  neces* 
sity  of  indicating  or  sUting  their  opinions  upon  the  questions  sub- 
mitted by  the  resolution. 


(No.  41.) 

Report  of  the  comnnittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Governor  relative  to  mistakes  in  the  internal  im- 
provement bill. 

The  committee  from  the  Senate,  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Governor  of  this  states  on  the  subject  matter  of  certain  parts  of  a 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  reguiation  of  internal  improvements, 
and  for  the  appointment  of  a  iKMird  of  commissioners,*  supposed 
to  have  been  abstracted  therefrom  before  its  presentation  to  the 
Governor  for  his  approTal,  respectfully  report : 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  instruction  received  from  the  Senate, 
TOur  committee  waited  upon  the  Governor  and  ascertained  that 
he  had  not  yet  signified  his  approval  of  said  bill ;  but  that  on  the 
contrary,  he  had  examined  the  said  bill,  and  being  convinced  that 
certain  parts  of  it  had  been  by  some  means  lost  or  abstracted  there- 
from, he  had  suspended  further  action  thereon,  until  the  facts  could 
be  ascertained.  And  your  committee  further  report,  that  while 
still  in  confeience  with  the  Grovemor,  a  committee  cf  the  House 
waited  upon  the  Governor  with  a  view  to  the  same  object : 
Whereupon,  the  Governor  having  ascertained  thot  said  bfll  bad 
originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  deemed  it  more  expe- 
dient and  accordant  with  general  analogies,  to  deliver  the  same 
bill  to  the  House  for  such  Turtber  action  as  might  seem  proper ; 
which  he  accordingly  did. 
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Documents  accompanying  the  Governor's  Message, 
made  to  the  Senate  January  8,  1838. 

Contract  with  the  Morris  Canal  and  Banking  Company. 

Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  this  first  day  of  June»  in  the 
year  of  our  I^rd  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eighth  between  the 
people  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  by  Stevens  Thompson  Mason, 
brovernor  of  the  said  state  of  Michigan,  acting  in  behalf  of  the 
people  and  under  the  authority  of  the  state  aforesaid,  of  the  first 
part,  and  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  companyi  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  for  themselves  and  their  successors,  of  the  second 
part 

It  is  agreed  between  the  parties,  as  above  mentioned,  as  fol- 
lows: 

First.  The  parties  of  the  first  part  have  contracted  with  and 
employed,  and  d  :>  hereby  contract  with  and  employ,  the  parties  of 
the  second  part  as  agents  to  sell  the  bonds  issued  and  to  be  issued 
by  the  state  of  Michigan,  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  the  legislature  of 
said  state,  entitled  "An  act  authorising  a  loan  of  a  sum  of  money 
not  exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars,**  approved  the  twenty-first 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  an  act 
supplementary  thereto,  approved  the  fifteenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven»  also  an  act  entitled  '^An 
act  authorizing  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the 
relief  of  the  Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  company,*'  and  an 
act  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  a  loan  of  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Ypsilanti 
and  Tecumseh  railroad  company,"  the  two  latter  approved  on  the 
sixth  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eighty  bearing  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi-annu- 
ally, the  principal  and  interest  to  be  made  payable  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  in  the  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  and 
redeemed  at  any  time  after  the  years  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  and  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  as  provided  for  by  the 
aforesaid  acts  of  the  legislature  of  the  sai3  state,  to  be  sold  by  the 
said  agents,  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  at  such  times  and  in 
such  parcels,  and  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europd  as  they 
may  deem  advisable  and  for  the  best  interests  of  those  concerned 
therein.  And  the  parties  of  the  first  part  shall  allow  to  the  par« 
ties  of  the  second  part,  for  their  agency  and  services  in  the'  pre- 
mises, and  in  consideration  thereof,  a  commission  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent  on  the  proceeds  of  sales,  which  is  also  to  be  in  liea 
70 
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of  all  other  ezpenseB  that  may  be  incurred  in  the  neeotiation  and 
sale  of  said  bonds,  and  to  be  by  said  agents  deducted  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  sales. 

Second.  The  parties  of  the  second  part  shall  have  and  dep(>- 
site  the  proceeds  of  said  sales,  and  of  any  benefit  to  be  derived 
froin  the  diflerence  of  exchange,  in  case  the  principal  or  any  part 
thereof  shall  be  contracted  for  and  received  in  Europe^  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  ready  to  be  there  delivered  to  the  parties  of  the 
first  pert  or  to  such  person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorized 
to  receive  the  same,  and  they,the  parties  of  the  sepond  pait^  heneby 
^illiranty  thp  safe  transmission  tl^ereof  to  the  ci(y  of  I^pw  York, 
ip  ca^  the  saljss  be  m^de  and  payable  elsewhere,  and  fi^ey,  the; 
piirtiei  pf  tbp  second  part,  further  guaranty  and  ^gr^  tn^{  iq 
case  t^e  s^les  of  the  said  bonds  shall  be  so  negotiated  i^  th4^  th^ 
ij^hole  proceed^  of  such  sabs,  and  of  the  bepefit  pf  the  ei(^ai»^ 
as  above  meptioped,  if  any,  shajl  not  equal  tbe  par  valup  of  t|v^ 
aggregate  amount  of  the  bonds  sold,  they,  the  parties  of  the  secpq(f 
part,  wall  poalte  up  the  deficiency,  viz:  they  shall  ^nd  will  allow 
and  pay  to  the  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  such  person  or  perpoufi 
US  may  be  duly  authorized  to  receive  the  ^me,  in  addition  to  ^ch 
proceecjs,  the  diflerence  between  the  sfiid  proceeds;  anc|  the  pi^r 
value  of  i^aic^  bop()Sf  after  deduotipg  their  comq^issiops  a9  ^forfH 
said  on  tbe  par  yalue,  which  is  to  be  allowed  tt^e(n  ;  and  ia  qa^fi 
the  suro9  re{||ized  on  tbe  sate  o(  the  said  bondy  pbi^lj  alpo^nt  (a 
par,  the  pafties  of  the  second  par^  shall  allow  and  pay  si^ch  pro- 
ceeds in  the  city  of  Ne^  York  qs  aioresaidt  after  dpducting  thieir 
commissions  as  aforesaid,  and  the  parties  of  the  second  p^^rt  shall 
and  will  advance  apd  pay  sqch  proceeds  in  the  ci^y  of  Ne^if- 
York  as  aforesajd*  after  deducting  their  comn^is^ion^  as  ^fofe- 
said,  at  the  time^  hereinafter  meptioned,  viz :  two  hiuidfeid  91^4 
fifty  thousand  dollars  to  be  paid  and  advanced  in  cash  on^  ihj^ 
execution  of  this  contract ;  one  million  and  fifty  thou^nd  dol- 
lars, as  noay  be  required  by  the  parties  of  ^e  firstp^r^  or  oa 
their  behalf,  the  san^e  beipg  subject  to  theii^  order;  apd  tW^e* 
sidijie  of  such  of  tti^  proceeds  «^s  are  tp  be  paid  ov^r  under  thil 
contract,  shs|II  be  paid  quarterly  ip  sums  of  two  hundred  wi 
fifty  thops^nd  dollar^  each,  the  first  payment  thereof  to  b^  made 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  iu  the  year  of  our  Lord  eighteen  bundle^ 
and  thirty-nine^  until  the  who]^  of  spch  procee<;i^  ^U  ha.ve  Ueeo, 
paid,  wl^^ther  the  sc^id  p^^tje^  of  the  so^nd  part  shall  (le  in  fupd^^ 
^onpttbe  proceeds  of  such  sale^  \o  meet  the  instalments  or  otber- 
\jris^  Anid  in  cpni^deration  o(  the  above  guaranty  apd  s^'p^lf^^' 
tioni(  ia  this  c3^s%  mentioned  U  is  further  agreeds  that  wbate^^r 
4um  m^y  be  x^j^x^^  on  the  sal^  of  the^  aforei^id  bqpds,  over  ajo^ 
abpve  tbe  par  v^lue»  ^i,ich  excess,  to  the  amoipat  ojC  five  per  peoj( 
and  upder,  shall  be  eqi^ally  iW\^  between,  thi^  parties  her^^. 
I^be  partes  of  the  second  part  (^9.  r^aiq  tMlMt  h^l(  thereof,  a;pd  i^U 
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beyond  fhb  sdid  fite  per  cent  staH  be  retained  hy  the  parties  of 
did  second  part.  The  portion^  of  such  excess  so  to  be  relttitied 
by  them,  to  be  in  addition  to  their  commission  of  two  and  a  hatf 
per  cent  on  the  par  value  of  the  wholb  five  milliohs  as  aforesaid. 

Third,  The  said  bonds  shall  be  drawn  in  such  sums,  in  sudi 
fiyrms,  and  be  delivered  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part  at  subh 
thned  as  n»y  be  desii^d  by  them  prior  to  the  ii^staiments  becom* 
ing  doe  ;  the  same  to  be  prepared,  nevertheless,  conformably  widi 
the  laws  authorizingt  the  issuing  thereof. 

FomrA.  One  miilion  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  said 
bonds  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  otr 
the  execution  of  this  tontract,  and  such  further  delivery  of  the 
bonds  is  frciD  time  to  time  to  be  made  to  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  party  as  always  to  put  them  in  possession  of  one  million  of 
dollars  in  bohdv  in  advance' of  the  payment  by  them  actually 
made  to  the  said  parties  of  the  first  part,  or  the  person  or  personi 
aiMhorized  to*  receive  the  same. 

Fifth.  The  said  parties  of  the  second  part  are  to  have  the  op« 
Ibn  of  paying  over  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the  balance  of  five 
millions  df  dollars,  deducting  thereout  their  commissions  of  two 
and  a  half  per*  cent,  or  any  part  of  such  balance,  and  receiving  the 
residue  of  the  bonds  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  on  thirty  days'  no* 
tioe,  to  be  given  in  writing  to  the  Governor  for  the  time  \)e\ns  of 
the  state ;  and  whatever  may  remain  to  be  paid,  if  any»  shall  be 

?iid  over  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part  in  the  city  of  New 
ork,  a^  soon  thereafter  as  the  whole  bonds  can  be  disposed  of 
and  realized  and  the  account  closed! 

Sitth.  It  is  further  agreed  that  all  and  singular,  the  boiids  of 
dve  millions  of  dollars  above  mentioned,  are  to  be  delivered  to  the 
parties  of  the  second  part  at  their  banking  house  in  Jersey  city, 
in  the  state  of  New  Jersejr.  And  it  is  further  agreed  and  under- 
stood, in  consideration  of'^the  premises,  and  more  particularly  of 
the  above  guarantees  entered  into  by  the  parties  of  the  second  part, 
that  this  agency  shall  be  irrevocable,  and  shall  continue  in  full 
force  until  all  the  services  and  stipulations  herein  mentioned  shall 
be  fully  performed  and  consummated. 

In  witness  whereof,  his  excellency  the  Governor'  of  the  staid 
state,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  df  the  peopileof  the  said  state  ot 
Michigan,  htfs  hereunto  set  his  hand  and  affixed  his  seal,  and  thci 
pitrties  ol"  the  second  part  have  caused  their  corporate  sea!  tp  be 
heretintb  aflited  and  attested  by  their  vice  president  and  cashier, 
the  daty  atad  year  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  f.  BilAgON;  (h.  ^.^ 
'the  MorrisT  canal  and  banking  compalDy^ 

by  E.  R.  BIDDLE,  V.  Pres't,  [l.  s.j 
In  presence  of 

Cd«  B.  BcfRCB, 

Waltbr  Betts,  Jr.  Attest :  Isaac  Gibson,  Cash'r. 
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Supplementary  Agreement  relative  to  Internal  Impronemait  Loan. 

Memorandum  of  an  agreement  made  and  entered  bto  this 
fourth  day  of  June»  A.  D.»  1638,  by  Stevens  T.  Masoo,  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Michigan,  with  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany. 

Whereas,  the  said  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have 
passed  to  the  credit  of  the  said  Stevens  T.  Mason,  the  sum  of  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  for  an  amount  of  Michi- 
gan six  per  cent  bonds  equal  at  par  to  that  sum  : 

Now,  in  consideration  of  such  payment  as  aforesaid,  the  said 
Stevens  T.  Mason  does  hereby  agree  to  receive  said  sum  of  one 
million  three  hundred  thousand  dollarst  in  the  notes  of  the  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company,  and  to  disburse  them  so  far  as  the 
exigencies  of  the  state  of  Michigan  may  allow,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  on  or  about  the  first  day 
of  August  next ;  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on  or  about  the 
first  day  of  September  next,  and  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  on 
the  first  days  of  each  of  the  ensuing  months. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  Stevens  T.  Mason  has  hereunto 
set  bis  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

STEVENS  T.  MASON,  [l.  s.] 


Morris  Canal  Compantfs  Agreement  for  Ninety  Day  Drccfts. 

Whereas,  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  have  con- 
tracted with  the  Hon.  S.  T.  Mason,  Gk)vernor  of  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan, to  sell  the  bonds  of  said  state,  and  have  a  commission 
for  said  agency,  as  stipulated  in  a  contract  bearing  date  the  first 
day  of  June,  1838. 

And  whereas,  it  was  agreed  and  understood  between  the  par- 
ties, that  the  Morris  canail  and  banking  company  should  pay  cer- 
tain sums  of  money  on  the  account  of  sale  or  said  bonds,  on  first 
day  of  August  next,  also  on  first  day  of  September,  October,  No- 
vember, December,  January,  Fpbruary,  March  and  April  follow- 
ing. 

And  whereas,  it  is  represented  by  John  Norton,  Jr.  Esq.,  cash- 
ier of  State  bank  of  Michij^an,  fiscal  agent  of  said  state,  and  act- 
ing in  behalf  of  Governor  Mason,  with  his  full  power,  that  it  will 
better  promote  the  interest  of  the  state  and  internal  improvement 
fund,  to  transfer  money  to  be  received  on  account  of  above  pay- 
ments, to  the  treasury  of  said  state,  by  drawing  bills  from  De- 
troit on  New  York,  to  he  accepted  by  Morris  canaf  and  banking 
company,  than  to  transfer  the  amount  from  New  York  to  Michi- 

n,  as  was  intended  to  be  done  (when  contract  was  executed)  in 
ank  bills. 

It  is  hereby  mutually  agreed  and  understood,  by  and  between 
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tbe  Morris  caoal  and  banking  company  and  said  Joliu  Norton, 
Jr.»  acting  in  behalf  of  said  Governor  Mason,  that  said  John  Nor* 
ton  shall  draw  bills  from  Detroit  on  the  Morris  caoal  and  bank- 
ipg  company,  payable  at  an  average  of  not  less  than  ninety  days, 
a&r  aforesaid  instalments  severally  become  due  and  payable. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  the  parties  to  these  presents,  that 
said  bills,  when  drawn  in  conformity  with  foregoing  stipulations, 
and  by  authority  of  Governor  Mason,  shall  be  accepted  and  paid 
by  Morris  canal  and  banking  company. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  by  said  Norton,  that  in  consideration 
of  these  presents,  and  especially  in  consideration  of  said  Morris 
canal  and  banking  company  aoceptinff  when  presented,  and  pay* 
ixig  said  bills  when  due,  for  amount  of  each  instalment,  they  shall 
be  considered  and  received  as  payment  in  full  for  the  several  in« 
stalmenta,  in  the  same  manner  as  though  each  payment  was  made 
in  cash,  on  the  day  they  are  understood  to  be  due  by  the  original 
understanding  and  agreement. 

New  York,  14th  July,  1838.  JOHN  NORTON,  Jr. 

In  presence  of      )  E.  R.  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 

M.  GbiswoiiD.  )         of  Morris  canal  and  banking  company. 


&  T.  Mawn  toE.R  Biddle,  Nov.  8, 1838. 

New  York,  November  3,  1838. 

Dear  Sir — The  approaching  session  of  oar  state  legislature, 
requires  that  I  should  be  prepared  to  present  the  state  of  the 
agency  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company  for  tbe  nego- 
tiation of  t5,000,()00,  under  my  contract  of  May  lest.  You  will, 
therefore,  oblige  me  by  furnishing  a  full  statement  of  the  sale  of 
bonds  up  to  this  date,  by  your  company  ;  and  at  the  same  time. 
I  should  be  pleased  to  receive  such  general  su^stions  on  the 
subject,  to  be  presented  to  the  legislature,  as  would  be  calculated 
to  promote  the  measure  entrusted  to  your  care. 
I  am,  respectfully, 
(Signed)  S.  T.  MASON. 

E.  R.  BmDLE,  Esq.,  Vice  President,  4^. 


E.  R.  Biddies  Report,  Nov.  10.  1838. 

Ofhcb  of  the  Morkis  Canal  and  Banking  Co.,  ( 

November  10,  1838.      \ 

Sir — I  have  received  yours  of  the  third  instant,  requesting  a 
statement  and  report  of  the  condition  of  the  bonds  negotiated  by 
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thW  comply  a«  agienUi  of  fhef  dtnte  of  ]!lfi<;hq;ftii,  whieh  iVffl 
meet  doe  attdntioo. 

Before  rendering  ft,  hov^trer,  I  deem  it  proper  to  My,  tfnft  Ae 
recent  advices  from  London  place  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
American  securities  in  soch  a  light  as  to  render  it  very  desirable 
to  close  the  sale  of  the  balance  of  your  bonds»  if  to  be  accom- 
pKshed  within  tho  limits  fixed  by  our  contract  uncter  diste  of  firsl 
of  June  last. 

It  is  now  in  the  power  of  this  comfmny  to  do  so,  and  (o  pa« 
the  whole  amount  to  the^  credif  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  at  par» 
less*  oar  commission  of  fwo  and  a  half  per  eenU  (wMcb  the  cod^ 
tract  autheri20S  us  io  db^)  provided  you  Will  content  to  deliver  Aer 
residue  of  the  bonds'  immedia«6ff,  «nd  take  the-obiigMion'  of  Atf 
Bank  of  the  United  SVates  i«r  Pennsylvania,  (o*  pay  three-fourths, 
and  of  this  company  to  pay  the  remamvn^  one-focirth  c(  xhtttf^ 
gregafe  amount,  at  the  several  perreds  when  by  the  origioaff  ooit«^ 
tract  they  shall  respectively  become  due. 

An  interest  account!  will  be  kept,  and  the  stkte  of  Michigafnr  w3l 
be  credited  with  interest  by  both  institutions  at  six  per  cent  per 
annum,  from  the  date  of  the  earliest  coupon,  which  it  is  proposed 
shall  be  of  the  first  of  January  next,  up  to  the  maturity  of  the 
instalments  which  shall  respectively  become  due,  and  which  in- 
stalments are  to  be  drawn  for  on  this  institution,  under  their 
respective  dates,  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  at 
thirty  days  sight. 

To  enable  us  to  carry  out  this  measure,  I  must  ask  your  prompt 
reply  to  this  proposal,  and  if  it  meets  your  approval,  th^it  you 
will  order  the*  whole  of  the  bonds  to  be  sent  from  Detroit  hf  h 
special  messenger  without  delay. 

I  remain^  respectfiilly, 

Your  ob't  serv'ti 

E.  R.  BIDDLE,  V.  P. 
Mis  EsDeeOeneifi,  SvBVsiifl  Tl  Masoni. 

Qcvemmt  Slate  of  MichigmL 


E.  R.  Biddle  to  S.  T.  Mown,  Nov.  15,  1638. 

OmCB  OF  THE  MORRIB  CaNAI.  AND  BaKKING  Co.,  ) 

November  15,  1638.      ) 

7b  His  Excellency 

S^fBVEim  T.  Hasoiv; 

Gdvi  of  the  State  of  Mickigan : 

•  Dear  Sir— We  mseived  yt)ar  fiivor  of  the*  BWi  instant;  ft' re- 
locioQ  to  making  the  satea  of,  and  the  deliv^erierof  theHRX  perctMf 
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boi^ds  of  yoor  stat^  u  proffmA  in  our  <:aiBinunicaUQQ  to  yo^  of 
tb9  10th  iost. 

Aflcr  cpiMulting  with  those  oo^inlarested  with  us,  io  the  contract 
9od  4gency  made  with  vou  on  behalf  of  your  state,  we  havQ 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  as  we  jsee  no  prospect  of  benefiting 
you  by  declining  the  offer  now  made  to  us,  we  conform  to  your 
views  as  now  expressed  to  usi  viz  ; 

''Can  a  better  aaie  than  the  one  proposed  be  effected,  and  would 
it  be  advisable  or  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now  presented 
pass?** 

We  have,  therefore,  closed  with  the  party  making  the  proffer 
to  purchase  the  whole  of  the  uqsold  balance  of  your  stock  at  par^ 
upon  the  terms  mentioned  in  our  letter  of  the  10th  tnst. 

When  we  first  assumed  this  agency,  considering  the  large 
amount  of  the  undertaking,  and  the  importance  of  diviiiing  the 
risk  and  coni)hining  Is^rger  infiuenoe  in  bringing  it  iavorably  into 
the  European  marketi  we  invited  several  respectable  individual 
4nd  institutions  to  unite  with  us*  These  parties  have  now  con- 
sented to  become  purchaser^  of  the  portion  held  by  them  at  par, 
and  thereby  enable  us  to  report  to  you  the  entire  close  of  ypur 
stock  at  that  rate,  less  our  commission. 

We  are  free  to  confess,  that  the  recent  advices  from  Europe  of 
the  great  and  unexpected  accumulation  of  Americo^ton  securities 
offered  at  low  rates,  and  the  fact  that  some  of  the  most  undoubted 
state  stocks  have  been  urged  upon  that  market  by  bunking-hous«> 
ses,  whose  connection  with  this  oouotry  had  led  us  to  expect  a 
different  course,  have  inspired  qo  little  apprehension  of  unpleasant 
results,  and  have  caused  us  for  some  time  past,  to  feet  that  the 
commission  stipulated  for  forms  but  an  inadequate  compensation 
for  continuing  the  risk  of  the  foreign  market. 

In  corroboration  of  these  views,  it  is  in  our  power  to  state,,  that 
Charles  Butler»  Es^  of  this  city,  whoae  reputation  is  known  to 
you,  and  who  is  now  in  l^undo^  having  in  his  chai'ge  the  interests 
of  one  of  the  institutions  concerned  in  the  a>ntract,  writes  under 
dcite  of  the  26th  October,  most  discouragingly  as  to  the  pros- 

Sets  of  a  favorable  result  to  the  Michigan  bonds  held  by  the 
essrs.  Rothschilds,  and  of  the  apparent  want  of  confidence  in 
th^se  ^curities.  Other  banking-houses  of  the  highest  resjpeqta- 
bility  io  London,  give  a  very  gloomy  aspect  to  the  feeling  in  re- 
gard to  American  securities,  and  the  Great  Western  has  actually 
brought  back  a  large  quantity  of  Arkansas  bonds,  payable  in 
tsonSwf  from  utter  inability  to  realise,  except  at  immense  sacri* 
fice. 

In  additioa  to  all  this,  sterling  six  per  cent  Alabama  bonds  have 
recently  been  sold  in  this  dty  at  103,  and  more  are  offered  at  the 
same  rate,  which  would  reduce  the  value  of  your  bondi^  (beiqft 
payable  in  this  countr}*)  to  about  02. 
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Added  to  Ibis,  it  is  no  small  inducement  for  closing  this  sale, 
that  by  so  doing  we  bring  to  the  aid  of  your  state  an  the  influ- 
ence which  can  be  derived  from  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  benefits  of  which  may  be  experienced  in 
the  future  financial  transactions  of  Michigan. 
I  remain,  with  ^reat  respect, 

Your  ob't  serv*t, 

E.  R.  BIDDLE,  F.  P. 


Extract  from  the  Letter  of  Charles  Butler^  Etq^  dated  London, 
26th  Oct.,  183S,  (Aove  referred  to. 

"  I  have  seen  the  Messrs.  Rothschilds  several  times  within  a 
few  days,  on  the  subject  of  the  Michigan  bonds,  and  find  they 
have  done  nothing,  nor  do  I  find  them  any  more  favorably  inclin- 
ed towards  them.  I  have  said  what  I  could  to  inspire  them  with 
confidence,  and  have  urged  them  to  hold  on  to  the  bonds  until  the 
]ieriod  of  disposition  was  more  fevorable." 


Treasurer's  Account,  ending  December y  1638. 
iStote  of  Michigan. 
In  the  following  accounts  with  H.  Howard,  Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To  the  following  : 

For  cash  on  hand,  tTSSjOTS  60 

For  balance  due  the  Treasurer  on  general  account, 

by  own  drafts  on  the  Michigan  state  bank,  7,980  74 

•742,979  84 
Cfe, 

By  the  following  balances,  viz ; 

To  credit  of  contingent  fund,  91,023  16 

University  fund,  261  71 

Sinking  fund,  85,8?1  06 

Internal  improvement  fund,  595,878  41 

Allegan  and  Marshall  railroad  fund,  60,000  OO 

•742,979  34 
H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 
State  Trbasurbr's  OfncE, 
Detroit,  Dec.  22,  1838. 
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S.  71  Mason  to  E.  R.  Biddley  Nov.  11, 188i. 

New  Torh  Nov.  11,  1838. 

Sir— Your  favor  of  the  tenth  inst  comraunicatiDg  to  me  a  pro- 
position for  the  sale  of  the  Michigan  state  bonds  under  the  agency 
of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  has  been  duly 
received. 

It  is  with  regret  I  perceive,  that  the  stale  of  the  European  mar- 
ket is  such  as  to  render  the  sale  of  the  Michigan  bonds  a  matter 
of  hazard  and  doubt.  My  expectation  uiKJer  the  contract  with 
your  institution  was,  to  realize,  at  least,  par  on  the  stock,  and  it  is 
with  extreme  disappointment  that  I  have  presented  to  me  the 
probability  of  losing  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent  commissiofi, 
which  covers  your  charges.  I  still  cling  to  the  hope  that  an  imp- 
mediate  sale  may  not  be  imperatively  necessary.  But  as  thene-^ 
gotiation  of  this  loan  has  been  a  most  thankless  and  perjdexif^ 
undertaking  on  my  part,  I  feel  unwilling  to  advise  you  in  the 
premises. 

The  contract  gives  you  a  free  agency  to  act  as  the  interests  of 
the  state  of  Michigan  may  require.  The  questions^to  determine 
are,  can  a  better  sale  than  the  one  proposed  be  effected,  and  would 
it  be  advisable  or  expedient  to  let  the  opportunity  now  presented 
pass  ?  All  this  you  must  take  the  responsibility  of  deterrainin^v 
To  the  details  of  the  proposition  I  have  no  objection,  and  only 
hope  that  you  will  be  driven  to  an  immediate  sale  under  a  proper 
regard  to  the  interest  of  the  state  you  represent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Yourobed'tserv't, 

Sw  T  MASON. 
E.  R.  BiDDLE,  Esq.,  Vice  President^  4*c. 


Moneys  received  on  account  of  Internal  Improvement  Fund* 

Statement  of  moneys  received  on  account  of  sale  of  Michinn 
state  bonds  to  the  Morris  canal  and  bankiiig  company,  asTol- 
lows : 

ia38. 

Jan.  7,    Gov.  Mason's  two  drafts  on 

Jdo.  Delafield,  Esq.  990,000 

60,000 

8160,000  00 

Jan.  3«    OKver  Newberry,  Ofi  his  con- 
tract, 930,000 
71 
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Brought  forward,  • 
Feb.  6.    Oliver  Newberry,  on  bis  con- 
tract, 81,000 
24.            do            do            do  50,000 
Sep.  19.            do            do            do  89,000 


July  11.    Deposited  in  New  York,  by  Governor 

Mason,  to  the  credit  of  the  Michigan 

state  bank, 
Aug*  1*    Gov.  Mason's  sundry  drafts  on  Morris 

canal  bank,  90  days^ 
Sept.  1.  do  do  do 

Oct.    1,  do  do  do 

Nov.  1.  do  do  do 

Dec.   1.  do  do  do 

JufielO^  Gov.  Mason  paid  in    Morris 

canal  bills,  910,897  70 

Governor  Mason  paid  Prime, 
^f  Ward  &  King's  account,     8,968  80 

Qoy.  Mason  paid  Jno.  Dela- 

field's  account,  689  00 


200,000  00 

80,000  00 

250,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 
100,000  00 


20,000  00 


Deo*  12«  Bills  of  the  Morris  canal  and  banking  com- 
pany to  apply  on  the  January*  1889, 
payment.  100,000  00 

Gov.  Mason's  draft  on  Morris 
canal  bank,  ninety  days,      $4,580  00 

Gov.  Mason's  check  on  Mi- 
chigan state  bank,  50  00 

Bills  of  Morris  canal  and  bank- 
ing company,  95,870  00 


In  full  of  February,  1889,  payment, 


100,000  00 


•1,300,000  00 
Credited  to  the  internal  improvement  fund,  1,180,000  00 

**        "  Ypsilanti  and  Tecumseh  railroad  com- 
pany, 60,000  00 
"        **  Allegan  and  Marshall  rayroad  company,     60,000  00 


State  TREAsmont's  Ofhce, 
Detroit,  Dec.  12, 1888. 


•1,800,000  00 
H.  HOWARD,  Jhsasurer. 
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Statb  TiiEASinnR'B  Qmea, ) 
DetroU,  Dec.  12, 1888.      \ 

Sir — Annexed  I  hand  you  a  statement  of  moneys  received  on 
account  of  Michigan  ^state  loan,  which  includes  the  bills  of  the 
Morris  canal  and  banking  company,  deposited  with  me,  as  per 
my  receipts  therefor. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HOWARD,  Treasurer. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Masom,  Detroit 


Opinion  of  Chancellor  Kent  and  D*  B.  Ogden^  Esqrs^,  on  the 
Question  of  Boundary. 

New  York,  September  6, 1838. 

Sir — I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  herewith  an  opinion  oa 
the  question  submitted  under  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the  la* 
gislature  of  Michigan*  In  pursuance  of  the  liberty  given  me  by 
your  letters,  I  deemed  it  best  and  proper  to  associate  David  & 
O^deo,  Esqi*  of  this  city,  with  me  as  counsel.  The  case  was  sub- 
mitted to  him  after  I  had  examined  it,  but  without  any  intimaticm 
of  my  opinion,  until  I  found  afterwards  that  he  had  arrived  at  the 
same  conclusion.  It  appeared  to  me  that  Mr.  Ogden  stood  in  a 
rank  for  experience,  judgment  and  characteri  with  any^of  the  pro- 
fession, and  was  upon  the  whole,  as  unexceptionable  and  desira* 
ble  as  any  associate  I  could  select* 
With  the  highest  respect, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 
JAMES  KENT. 
To  his  Excellency  Gov.  Mason.  ' 


Opinion* 

The  undersigned  counsel,  to  whom  his  excellency  the  Governor 
of  the  state  of  Michigan  submitted  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the 
legislature  of  that  state  of  the  6th  of  April  last,  by  which  he  was 
requested  to  obtain  the  opinion  of  counsel  touching  the  legal  right 
of  the  state  to  the  tract  of  land  on  its  southern  border,  commonly 
called  the  disputed  ground,  and  the  best  mode  of  prosecuting  the 
claim  of  the  state  thereto,  respectfully  report : 
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Ttwt  they  have  carefully  and  diligently  examined  and  consid- 
ered the  case,  and  with  all  the  anxiety  to  obtain  the  truth  that  the 
gravity  of  the  questions  and  the  di£[nity  of  the  application  excited. 

They  have  seen  and  examined  the  following  documents,  which 
have  either  a  direct  or  remote  bearing  upon  the  points  submitted. 

The  ordinance  of  congress  of  July  13, 1787. 

The  act  of  congress  of  April  30th,  1802,  ch.  40. 

The  constitution  of  Ohio  of  1802. 

The  act  <)f  congress  of  February  19, 1803. 

The  act  of  congress  of  January  1 1,  1 80.%  ch.  66. 

The  act  of  congress  of  May  20,  1818,  ch.  88* 

The  act  of  congress  of  April  19,  1816,  ch,  57. 
.  The  constitution  of  Indiana  of  June  29, 1816. 

The  act  of  congress  of  April  18, 1818,  ch.  62. 
.    The  act  of  congress  of  March  2, 1827,  ch.  57. 

The  constitution  of  Michigan  of  Mav  11>  1885. 

The  act  of  congress  of  June  15,  1836,  Gh.  99. 

The  act  of  congress  of  June  25, 1836,  ch.  117. 

The  act  of  the  legislature  of  Michigan  of  July  25, 1836. 

The  first  convention  of  the  people  of  Michigan  of  September 
26,  1836. 

The  second  convention  of  December  15,  1836. 

The  act  of  congress  of  January  26,  1837. 

In  communicating  to  counsel  the  concurrent  resolutions  of  the 
feffislature  of  Michigan,  his  excellency  the  Governor  stated  the 
following  points  as  being  those  which  were  deemed  to  embrace 
the  entire  merits  of  the  question  at  issue. 
'  1.  Had  Michigan  a  just  and  legal  claim  under  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  territory  in  dispute  ? 

2.  Was  the  subsequent  action  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  depriving  her  of  that  territory,  authorized  and  constitu- 
tional ? 

3.  What  is  the  binding  force  and  eflfect  of  the  assent  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan,  to  the  conditions  of  the  act  of  congress,  providing 
for  the  admission  of  the  state  into  the  federal  union  f 

4.  Was  the  assent  of  that  convention  the  "  common  consent** 
required  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  for  the  alteration  of  the  south- 
ern boundary  of  the  state  of  Michigan,  as  established  bv  the  act 
of  1803? 

5.  Is  the  right  of  Michigan  to  the  contested  territory  preclu- 
ded, either  by  the  action  of  congress  or  the  assent  of  her  own 
people  ? 

6.  If  not,  what  is  her  remedy  for  regaining  the  jurisdiction  over 
the  territory,  the  power  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States 
over^the  subject,  and  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  the  question 
before  that  tribunal  ? 

1.  In  answer  to  the  first  question,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
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people  of  the  terrHory  of  Michigan  had  a  just  and  1^1  claim,  un- 
der the  ordinance  of  1787,  to  the  territory  in  dispute. 

That  ordinance  established  certain  articles  of  compact  between 
the  ori^nal  states  and  the  people  and  states  in  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  which  were  to*  remain 
forever  unalterable  unless  by  common  consent,  and  in  and  by  one 
of  these  articles  the  boundaries  of  the  states  within  the  territories 
were  to  become  fixed  and  established^  and  the  eastern  state,  (now 
Ohio,)  had  its  boundaries  declared,  and  which  were,  on  the  north, 
the  territorial  line  between  the  United  States  and  Canada.  But 
the  boundaries  of  that  and  the  other  two  western  states  were  sub- 
ject to  be  so  far  altered,  that  if  congress  should  find  it  expedient, 
they  should  have  authority  to  form  ono  or  two  states  in  that  part 
of  the  said  territory  which  lay  north  of  an  east  and  west  line 
drawn  through  the  southerly  t!end  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan. 

Here  was  a  clear  stipulation,  that  an  east  and  west  line  drawn 
through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan,  was  to 
be  the  boundary  line  between  the  three  states,  (and  of  which  the 
eastern  state  or  Ohio  was  one,)  and  any  new  state  or  states  that 
might  be  formed  north  of  that  line,  and  that  stipulation,  was  bind- 
ing until  withdrawn  by  common  consent. 

2.  In  answer  to  the  second  question,  we  do  not  know  of  any 
act  or  actH  of  congress,  which  can  be  deemed  to  partake  of  the 
character  of  depriving  Michigan  of  the  territory  in  question,  prior 
to  the  acts  of  the  15th  and  23d  of  June,  1836.  The  act  of  con- 
gress of  April  30,  1802,  for  the  admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union, 
and  the  act  of  congress  of  January  15,  1805,  erecting  the  territo- 
ry of  Michigan,  and  the  act  of  congress  of  May  20, 1812,  for  sur- 
veying the  northern  boundary  line  of  Ohio,  expressly  recognized 
the  Michigan  line ;  and  though  the  act  of  congress  of  April  19, 
1816,  for  admitting  Indiana  into  the  Union,  shifted  the  east  and 
west  line  drawn  through  the  southerly  bend  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Michigan,  to  an  east  and  west  line,  ten  miles  north  of  the  other, 
yet  the  territory  affected  by  that  alteration  of  the  line,  is  not  part 
of  the  territory  now  in  dispute.  The  alteration  was  made  with 
the  consent  of  Indiana,  declared  by  her  convention,  and  the  terri- 
torial government  of  Michigan  never  questioned  it.  It  passed  by 
common  consent. 

The  act  of  congress  of  the  15th  June,  1836,  was  passed  after 
Michigan  had  met  in  a  state  convention  and  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion for  herself  as  a  separate  state,  and  it  recognized  her  territory 
as  established  by  the  act  of  congress  of  January  11,  1805.  It 
was  an  act  preparatory  to  the  admission  of  Michigan  into  the 
Union,  and  made  also,  as  its  title  purported,  to  establish  the  nor- 
thern boundary  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  It  declared  that  the  nor- 
thern boundary  line  of  Ohio  should  be  a  direct  line  drawn  from 
the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most  northerly 
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cape  of  Miami  Bay,  &c.  This  was  undoubtedly  a  chaiige  to  the 
prejudice  of  Michigan,  of  the  line  established  by  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  and  recognized  in  the  subsequent  acts  of  congress.  But  the 
statute  further  provided  for  the  consent  of  Michigan  to  the  alter- 
ation,  by  making  tier  consent  to  that  alteration  an  express  condi- 
tion  of  her  admission  into  tlie  Union,  and  which  consent  was  re- 
quired to  be  solemnly  given  by  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Mi- 
chigan. This  condition,  precedent,  we  are  of  opinion  was  undu- 
ly attached  to  the  admission  of  that  state,  for  the  articles  of  com- 
pact in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  gave  that  state  a  right  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  whenever  she  had  obtained  the  requisite  num- 
ber of  inhabitants.  The  necessity  of  the  consent  of  Michigan  to 
the  alteration  of  the  boundary  line  thus  unduly  required,  was  evi- 
dence of  the  sense  of  cx)ngress  that  the  alteration  would  not  rest 
upon  any  secure  foundation  without  it.  But  the  subsequent  act 
of  the  23d  June,  1837,  without  reference  to  any  consent  of  Mi- 
chigan, goes  on  to  declare  that  the  northern  boundary  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  should  be  established  and  extend  to  a  direct  line  running 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  most  north- 
erly cape  of  the  Miami  Bay,  &;c«  This  was  puttiQg  an  end  to 
the  question  at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  consent  of  Michi^[an 
to  be  given  as  required  by  the  preceding  act,  and  in  our  opinion 
those  two  acts  did  unauthorizedly,  and  in  breach  of  the  original 
compact  of  1787,  deprive  Michigan  of  her  right  to  the  territory 
in  question. 

3.  But  in  answer  to  the  third  question,  and  which  will  involve 
in  it  an  answer  to  the  remaining  questions,  for  they  all  depend  on 
the  same  principle,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  state  and  pieopleof 
Michigan  are  bound  by  the  consent  given  by  the  convention  of 
the  15th  December,  1836,  to  the  alteration  of  their  southern 
boundary  line,  and  by  their  subsequent  recognition  of  their  lawful 
admission  into  the  Union  under  that  consent,  and  the  act  of  con- 
gress of  January  26, 1837,  made  in  pursuance  of  it.  The  law- 
julness  of  the  convention  which  gave  that  consent  is  not  now  to 
be  drawn  in  question.  The  state  and  the  congress  of  the  United 
States  have  equally  assumed  its  act  to  be  valid,  and  acted  under 
it,  nor  can  it  be  admitted  for  a  moment  that  the  second  conven- 
tion acted  under  duress  and  not  freely.  It  was  a  matter  resting  in 
their  sound  discretion  whether  the  convention  would  submit  to 
their  entrance  into  the  Union  upon  the  conditions  annexed.  The 
state  of  Michigan  is  now  stopped  by  considerations  of  honor  and 
dignity,  and  by  her  own  solemn  acts  and  recognitions,  from  deny- 
ing the  validity  of  her  admission  into  the  Union  and  from  calling 
in  question  this  day  the  binding  force  of  the  terms  upon  which  sh^ 
consented  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  The  alteration 
in  the  north  boundary  line  of  Ohio  has  now  been  made  by  the 
"common  consent"  required  in  and  by  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  and 
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in  oar  opinion  Michigan  has  no  remedy  left  her,  that  is  known  to 
the  constitution  and  Taw  of  the  land,  by  which  she  can  lawfully 
disturb  the  boundary  line  as  now  settled. 

JAMES  KENT, 
DAVID  B.  OGDEN, 
New  York  September  6, 1838. 


Documents  relative  to  the  State  Loan — Prime,  Ward  ^  King's 
Report,  /.  Ddafield^s  receipt,  4^- 

New  York,  Nov.  16, 1838- 

Sir — In  reply  to  the  communication  which  you  addressed  to 
us,  on  the  12th  instant,  desiring  information  on  the  subject  of  the 
Michigan  loan,  entrusted  for  negotiation  to  our  Mr.  King,  under 
directions  from  your  agent  Mr.  Delafield,  we  beg  to  enclose  a 
copy  of  Mr.  King's  note  of  28th  April  last,  to  Mr.  Delafield,  ex- 
plaining the  failure  to  efiect  the  desired  loan  in  Europe,  which 
gives  the  needful  information  on  that  point  In  relation  to  our 
valuations  on  London  and  subsequent  reimbursement  of  their 
amount,  we  have  to  state  that  we  acted  under  the  explicit  instruc- 
tions  of  Mr.  Delafield,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  enclo- 
sed copy  of  his  letter  to  us,  of  1 1th  April  last,  but  at  tjiat  time  he 
and  we,  here,  were  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  the  bonds  to  extent 
of  800,000  dollars,  were  not  in  a  form  to  be  sold  in  Europe.  Our 
reimbursements  were  made  on  the  best  terms  in  our  power,  and 
free  from  risk  to  the  state  of  Michigan,  charging  the  London  com- 
mission, and  one  per  cent  for  drawing  and  remitting,  but  of  course 
without  guaranteeing  the  state  from  loss  upon  the  operation. 

It  is  right  to  add  explicitly,  that  it  was  for  no  convenience  or 
profit,  to  us,  that  these  valuations  were  made,  and  that  we  were 
ready,  at  any  moment,  to  advance  our  half  of  the  amount  agreed 
upon  with  your  special  agent  when  here,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
believed  that  a  fall  in  the  rate  of  exchange  would  enable  us  to 
make  reimbursement  upon  terms  that  would  save  any  expense  or 
loss  to  the  state,  which,  unfortunately,  proved  otherwise. 
We  remain  sir,  with  respect. 

Your  obedient  servants, 

PRIME,  WARD  &  KING. 
&  T.  Mason,  Esq. 

Governor  of  the  State  {f  Michigan. 
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Neiff  York,  llth  AprUy^lS^S. 
Messrs.  Paime,  Wlrb  &  KmcK- 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  your  letter  of  yesterday,  stating  that  at 
my  request  as  agent,  and  under  our  joint  responsibility  to  reini« 
burse  the  advance,  if  required,  you  had  drawn  upon  Messrs.  Ba- 
ring, Bro's,  &c  Co.  of  %London,  against  the  9300,000,  Michigan 
bonds  consigned  to  them  for  sale. 

Say  on  31  March,  £20,000  60  days  at  51    893,333  33 

7  instant,     12,200  19  2  ^       66,666  67 


£32,200  19  2  $150,000  00 

At  your  request,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousfind  dollars,  advanced  to  the  state  of  Mi- 
chigan ;  and  I  engage  individually,  to  refund  to  Messrs.  Barin;^ 
Bro's  &  Ca  one  half  of  the  anDOunt  drawn  as  above  stated,  on 
demand,  with  interest  and  commissions,  in  case  of  need,  coofirm- 
iog  the  engagements  set  forth  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant, 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 
(Signed)  J.  DELAFIELD. 

Agerafor  the  State  of  Michigan. 


Three  patrols  of  Michigan  bonds,  amounting  together  tofSOO^ 
000,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Delafield's  letter,  of  29th  November, 
transferring  his  agency,  with  an  exemplified  copy  of  the  acts  of 
Michigan,  authorizing  a  loan  of  95,000,000  and  an  act  amendii^ 
the  same,  authorizing  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  percent, 
was  received  in  London,  in  December,  1887.  Preparatory  nego- 
tiations had  been  entered  into  there  with  a  prospect  of  success,  in 
the  anticipation  that  the  amendatory  act  of  Michigan  would  bavfl 
been  clear  and  explicit  as  to  making  principal  and  interost,  both 
in  sterling  money,  payable  in  London. 

Said  amendatory  act,  as  also  the  original  act,  relating  to  these 
bonds,  no  where  expressly  and  directly,  nor  in  any  way  but  by 
inference,  authorized  or  permitted  the  pa^jrment  of  the  principal 
abroad,  although  it  was  explicit  as  to  such  payment  of  interest, 
but  it  directly  limited  the  rate  at  which  payment  of  either  or  both 
should  be  made  in  London,  at  par,  or  four  dollars  forty-four  one 
hundredths  per  £  sterling,  although  it  required  that  any  premium 
or  gain  of  exchange  upon  negotiation  should  be  accounted  for  to 
the  state  of  Michigan. 

That  although  the  state  might  receive  proceeds  of  the  negotia- 
tion of  bonds  in  sterling  abroad,  at  a  premium  of  ten  per  cent, 
yet  it  should  only  refund  the  money  and  pay  the  interest  at  oar, 
in  other  words,  to  receive  four  dollars  eighty-eight  one  hundredths 
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per  £  sterling,  but  to  pay  back  four  pounds  forty-four  one  hun- 
dredths, per  £  sterling. 

It  was  then  thought  practicable  to  negotiate  for  bonds  in  dol- 
lars, principal  and  interest  payable  in  New  York,  but  the  uncer- 
tainty as  to  the  rates  of  exchange,  rendered  any  probable  price 
in  London  insufficient  to  cover  limits ;  an  effort  was  made  to  ob- 
tain authority  to  draw  for  a  given  amount,  upon  leaving  the 
bonds  in  London,  if  that  would  suit  the  state  of  Michigan,  but  as 
such  authority,  except  after  sales  made,  could  not  be  obtained,  no 
authorized  course  was  left  but  to  bring  back  the  8300,000  bonds, 
which  has  been  done.  The  rate  in  London  for  a  Michigan  loan 
six  per  cent,  interest  and  principal  payable  in  New  York,  would 
probably  be  ninety  per  cent,  equal  at  six  per  cent  premium  to 
ninety-five  forty  one-hundredths,  without  allowance  lor  commis- 
sion or  charges'for  $100  of  stock. 

Copy  of  note,  dated  28th  April,  1838,  from  J.  6.  King,  to 
John  jDelafield,  agent 
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